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National  Infrastructure  Minuter  Ariel  Sharon  meets  yesterday 'with  Jordan’s  Crown  Prince  Hassan  in  Amman. 


" /;«.  i ; 


• ByDAflD  HARRIS  • 

. ...  ••  : 

; AMMAN  Israel’s  recently 
stained  relaiibnS  wito,  Jordan  are 
rapkQy  -•  improving,  ~Nationah 
InjGnshuctoie  Minister Ariel  Sharon 
said  last  night  following  meetings 
;-with  Xing  'Hussein-  and  Crown 
-Prince  Hassan.  • • 

Sharon’s  visit  to  Amman  was  the 
first  an  Israeli  minister  since  the 
CSechanover  Report  on  the  botched 
attcnjgt  to  assassinate  Hamas  leader 
Kfahled  MashaaJ  came  oat  last 
tttonili 

Sharon  said  that  “the  problem  has 
gone.  .'The  desire  of.  Jordan  is. to 
push  ahead  to  reach  as  wide  as  pos- 
sible cooperation-in  toe  region." 

-The  countries  agreed  to  press 
abead  with  a series  of  bOateral  pro- 
jects, inchidrng  improving  Israeli 
water  supply  to  Jordan  and  the  con- 
struction of  a canal  to  pomp  water 
from  toe  Gulf  of  Eflat  to  toe  Dead 
Sea-to  generate  etectnrity. 

■ ■ In 1 a joint  statement,  Hussein 
stressed  “the  importance  of  imple- 
menting issues  v agreed  upon 
-between  the  two  sides  m prepara- 
'tion  for  entering  into  negotiations 
regarding'  final  status;  on  thc  way 
toward  achieving  a just,  durable,  - 
and  comprehensive  peace." 


Tinning  to  toe  Palestinian  issue, 
Sharon  told  reporters that  “talk  of  a 
freeze  in  relations  with  the 
Palestinian  Authority  areexaggerat- 
ei  There  is;  a preparedness  on 
. Israel’s  part  to  push  ahead  with 
peat*,  to  recent  days  there  may 
have,  been  a slowdown  because  of 
Palestinian  hopes  for  a US  program 
or  maybe  US  pressure.  I don't 
believe  that  pressure  will  come 
from  toe  US."' ' 

The  meeting  between  Sharon  and 
Hussein  lasted  90  minutes,  wito  the 
two  speaking  alone  for  almost  an 
hour  The  session  was  delayed  for 
some  time  as  Hussein  returned  from 
a surprise  visit  to  Egypt,  where  he 
met  with  President  Hosts  Mubarak. 

Earlier  in  toe  day,  Sharon  met 
Hassan  and  also  Jordan’s  Water  and 
Irrigation  Minister  Munther 
Haddadin,  who  is  responsible  for 
joint  projects  wito  Israel. 

While  Sharon  came  principally  to 
discuss  infrastructure  and  other 
joint  projects,  he  told  journalists  he 
Was  given  carte  blanche  to  discuss 
all  issues,  including  toe  second 
redeployment  in  toe  West  Bank. 

“This  is  a subject  toe  government 
has  discussed  and  decided  what 
Israel  can  do  without  taking  major 
risks,  L think  toe  view  of  the  gov- 


ernment is  thesametoday  asitwas 
then,"  Sharon  said -at  the  Allenby 
Bridge  on  his  way  to  Jordan.  “I 
have  a mandate  to  discuss  every 
issue  that  I know  very  well,  what 
Israel’s  restrictions  are,  and  what 
steps  pose  less  of  a threat  and  what 
percentage  would  be  a greater  dan- 
ger.” 

An  Israeli  source  said  that  “this 
could  be  a very  dramatic  and 
important  week-  if  we  have  a little 
luck.”  . 

Sources  said  four  developments 
could  provide  a mining  point  in 
relations  wito  Jordan: 

- The  appointment  of  Ephraim 
Halevy  as  new  Mossad  chief  has 
been  largely  welcomed  in  Jordan 
and  is  some  form  of  consolation  for 
what  Amman  sees  as  a very  disap- 
pointing Ciechano ver  Report 

• Sharon’s  visit  While  he  is  not 
viewed  as  being  popular  wito  the 
Jordanians,  die  king  believes  he  can 
deliver  the  goods. 

- Today,  Industry  and  Trade 
Minister- Natan  Sharansky  is  sched- 
uled to  visit  Jordan  in  tire  hope  that 
he  can  resolve  various  problems 
that  have  recently  come  to  light 
concerning  trade. 

• Following  a visit  to  PA 
Chairman  Yasser  Arafat  in 


Ramallah  today,  Hassan  will  meet 
- Prime  Minister  Binyamin 
Netanyahu  tomorrow. in  Tel  Aviv. 
The  sources  say  that  Hassan  is 
expecting  moves  from  Israel  on  tire 
bilateral  front  and  also  concerning 
the  peace  process. 

Before  meeting  Sharon. 
Haddadin  told  The  Jerusalem  Post 
that  since  his  visit  to  Jerusalem  two 
weeks  ago,  three  groups  of  foreign 
investors  have  visited  him  in 
Amman  and  said  they  want  to  par- 
ticipate in  major  joint  infrastructure 
projects. 

Israeli  and  American  business- 
people  met  him  to  discuss  the  con- 
struction of  a rail  line  from  the 
Dead  Sea  to  tire  Red  Sea.  A second 
group  has  expressed  interest  in 
developing  tourism  in  the  Jordan 
Valley,  and  a third  is  interested  in 
the  expansion  of  free  trade  industri- 
al zones  on  the  border. 

“You  know  it  takes  two  to  tango 
and  the  atmosphere  for  strong  joint 
cooperation  has  not  been  the  best," 
he  said. 

“It’s  difficult  to  keep  investors 
interested  in  projects  when  they 
have  one  foot  inside  the  door  and 
they  take  it  back  when  they  hear 
about  a bombing  here  or  a bombing 
there." 


US  must  consult  prior 
to  Iraq  attack -Annan 


Green  Bay  Packers' 
minister  of  defense 


» By  JM  ABRAMS 

{ . WASHINGTON  (AP)  - UN 
“ Secretary-General  Kofi  Annan 

g said  yesterday  that,  contrary  to 

3 • • US  assertions,  the  US  would  need 
H v to  ; consult  with  - the  Security 
?.  r -CqSncfl  before  mounting  a mili- 
a tary  strike  against  Iraq. 

;t  “If/ihe  United  States  had  to 
■i  strike,  I think  some  son  of  consul- 

cations -'With-  the  other  members 
weald  be -required,”  Annan  said  on 
7 AfiCTV’s  news  program  This 

J W&k:uath  Sam  Donaldson  and 

» Cak&Baberts. 

ti  ^nnaa  Stressed  that  if  Iraq 
'I  breaks-*,  the-  agreement  on  ftiH 

i * ac&ssfor-UN  weapons  inspectors 

1 he  reacMwith  President  Saddam 

jj  HuSsitini  Tii  would  be  much  easier 

t0  ^'agreement  h>  the  council  to 

. ? “ late  jateary' action." 


But  he  noted  that  three  perma- 
nent members,  Russia,  France  and 
China,  have  objected  to  giving  the 
US  carte  blanche  to  launch  mili- 
tary action. 

President  Bill  Clinton’s  adminis- 
tration insists  that  previous  reso- 
lutions, including  that  mandating 
arms  inspections  in  April  1991, 
give  it  the  necessary  legal  authori- 
ty for  unilateral  action  m the  event 
. of  Iraqi  violations,  j 
■"  But  toe  administration  consulted 
■extensively  with  other  UN  mem- 
- bers  and  wlttea  around  The  world  as 
it  prepared  to  attack  Iraq.  last, 
month  over  -toe  stonewalling  of 
UN  inspection"  teams. 

The  attack  was  averted  narrowly 
when  Annan  went  to  Baghdad  and 
convinced  Saddam  that  he  must 
open  all  sines  to  weapons  inspec- 
tors . 

Annan  also  said  that  toe  Security 
Council  should  consider  a request 
-from  Russia  that  a Russian  be 
named  as  a second  deputy  on  toe 
UN  weapons  inspection  coramis-  . 

a Biil  Richardson,  US  ambassador 
to  the  UN,  has  indicated  the  ;US 
might  veto  that  request 

Russia  has  been  sympmbeoc  to 
Iraq's  demands  for  th^end  of  eccE 
nomic  sanctiwis- 


By  JOEHOfFMAW 

The  only  job  Reggie  White  has 
more  fun  doing  beside  sacking  a 
quarterback  - is  preaching  the 
gospel. 

The  All-Pro  defensive  end  of 
the  National  Football  League 
Supe  Bowl  finalists  Green  Bay 
Packers  is  here  leading  the 
Wisconsin  Pilgrimage,  a flock  of 
310  Christians  who  have  come  to 
see  the  wonders  of  toe  Bible 
come  to  life. 

Since  the'gronp  arrived  a week, 
ago,  toe : preacher  man,  known 
throughout  the  NFL  as  “toe  min- 
ister of  defense,"  took  the  group 
to  the  Galilee,  the  Jordan  River  - 
where  he  baptized  the  faithful  - 
and  a . whirlwind  tour  of 
Jerusalem,  which  included  toe 
Holyland  Hotel,  the  Garden  of 
Gethsemane,  the  Mount  of 
^Olives,  . toe  Old  City,  and 
Bethlehem’s.  Church  of  the 
Nativity.- 

“Reggje  is  about  as  dose  to. 
royalty  as  we;  get  here,"  said 
Elisha  Ben-YItzhak,  president  of 
Heavenly  International  Tours. 

. To- prove,  his  point.  White  was 
presented  in  a Bethlehem  restau- 
rant with  a giant  cake  festooned 


wito  garlands  of  green  and  yel- 
low, the  Packers'  colors. 

White  divvied  up  the  goods  with 
a giant  saber,  probably  last  used 
by  the  Emperor  Suleiman. 

White  could  best  be  described 
as  a gentle  giant. 

The  1.98  meter,  132  kilo  line- 
man wito  arms  as  big  as  New 
Jersey,  who  admits  the  highlight 
of  his  game  is  “getting  a good 
lick“  on  the  quarterback,  was 
ambling  down  the  aisle  of  the 
tour  bus,  checking  on  the  comfort 
of  his  flock  and  citing  the  appro- 
priate biblical  passage  for  each 
site  that  was  passed.  His  speech  is 
peppered  with  homilies  and 
metaphors,  of  generosity  and 
humility. 

"We  are  here  to  leant,"  the  12- 
time  Pro  Bowler  said,  “and  to 
experience  the  events  that  are 
mentioned  in  the  scriptures.  The 
Bible  is  as  much  a history  book  as 
a system  of  religious  beliefs.” 

White’s  career  in  the  ministry 
began  about  the  same  time  be 
launched  his  pro  career,  a short 
stay  wito  toe  . Memphis 
Showboats  of  the  defunct  United 
States  Football  League  in  the 
early  1980s. 

See  GREEN  BAY,  Rage  24 
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PM  warms  to 
EU  peace  role 

Blair  to  visit  Israel  next  month 


By  DOUGLAS  DAVIS, 

JAY  BUSHMSKY,  and  agencies 

Prime  Minister  Binyamin 
Netanyahu  yesterday  rejected 
British  Prime  Minister  Tony 
Blair's  suggestion  that  settlement 
activity  be  halted,  but  said  he 
would  welcome  an  increased  role 
for  the  European  Union  in  the 
Middle  East  peace  process. 

Meanwhile,  Blair's  office 
announced  that  he  will  visit  the 
region  next  month,  in  Britain's 
capacity  as  rotating  president  of 
theEU. 

On  his  way  back  from  his  trip  to 
Western  Europe  last  night, 
Netanyahu  said  that  the  Oslo 
Accords  do  not  bar  the  establish- 
ment of  new  settlements  or  the 
expansion  of  existing  ones. 

Netanyahu  was  quoted  as  having 
told  Blair  that  he  cannot  undertake 
“extraneous  conditions"  when  the 
Palestinians  are  not  fulfilling  the 
obligations  they  undertook. 

Foreign  Secretary  Robin  Cook 
was  said  to  have  been  eager  to  win 
acceptance' of  Great  Britain's  for- 
mula for  headway  in  the  peace 
process.  Sources  estimated  that 
the  EU  would  endorse  it,  but  indi- 
cated that  it  is  unacceptable  to 
Israel. 

David  Bar-IUan,  Netanyahu's 
director  of  communications, 
described  the  four-nation  trip  as  “a 
reaffirmation  of  the  prime  minis- 
ter's commitment  to  the  Oslo 
Accords." 

He  said  the  plans  Netanyahu 
presented  to  his  Spanish,  German, 
Norwegian,  and  British  hosts 
“were  all  in  framework  of  Oslo" 
and  that  he  “has  every  intention  to 
fulfill  them  as  long  as  the 
Palestinians  fulfill  their  commit- 
ments.” 


Official  sources  said  that  some 
American  officials  may  resent 
“Netanyahu's  success"  in  dealing 
with  toe  Europeans,  a reference  to 
reports  that  officials  around 
Secretary  of  State  Madeleine 
Albright  said  that  Netanyahu's 
European  swing  was  meant  to  dis- 
tract attention  from  the  stalled 
Palestinian  track. 

They  said  Palestinian  spokes- 
men have  been  making  “almost 
identical  allegations,"  noting  that 
they  have  been  vehemently  denied 
by  Israeli  officials. 

During  their  meeting,  Blair  told 
Netanyahu  that  he  sees  an  “urgent 
need”  for  progress  in  the  peace 
process,  especially  on  the  issue  of 
redeployment,  according  to  a 
Downing  Street  spokesman.  The 
meeting  was  described  as  friendly 
and  constructive. 

“We  want  to  move  with  the 
Palestinians  and  we  want  to  with- 
draw from  Lebanon  ” Netanyahu 
told  reporters  after  the  meeting. 
Asked  for  more  details  about  the 
talks,  Netanyahu  said  that  those 
would  be  “best  left  on  a confiden- 
tial basis  to  see  if  we  can  proceed 
with  ihem." 

It  is  understood  that  Netanyahu 
sought  support  for  security 
arrangements  with  the 
Palestinians  and  Israel's  plan  to 
withdraw  from  Lebanon,  but  the 
British  side,  which  included  EU 
peace  envoy  Miguel  Moratinos, 
was  noi  ready  to  be  drawn  into 
such  imbroglios. 

Instead,  it  was  determined  to 
focus  attention  on  an  enhanced  EU 
role  in  peace  diplomacy  - at  least 
with  the  Palestinians  - and  the 
implementation  of  Israel’s  exist- 
ing commitments. 

These  include  the  lifting  of 
restrictions  on  Palestinians  seek- 


ing to  work  in  Israel,  the  creation 
of  industrial  zones  in  Gaza,  the 
establishment  of  a seaport  and  an 
airport  for  Gaza,  and  the  creation 
of  a "safe  passage"  route  between 
the  West  Bank  and  Gaza.  Also  on 
the  agenda  were  what  the  British 
describe  as  “substantial,  credible, 
and  urgent  further  redeployments" 
in  toe  West  Bank  and  a halt  to  "all 
expansion  of  settlements." 

British  officials  are  likely  to 
have  lectured  Netanyahu  on  their 
concern  over  falling  Palestinian 
living  standards  caused  by  closure 
and  ihe  limited  effect  of  EU  aid  as 
a result  of  what  they  perceive  to  be 
Israeli-imposed  obstacles  to  eco- 
nomic development  of  the 
Palestinian-controlled  areas. 

Significance  was  attached  to 
Blair's  warm  greeting  when  he 
met  Netanyahu  on  the  steps  of  10 
Downing  Street  and  his  relatively 
curt  farewell,  with  Blair  turning 
sharply  on  his  heel  and  leaving 
Netanyahu  in  the  bitingly  cold  late 
afternoon  to  field  questions  alone 
from  the  waiting  media. 

Nonetheless,  toe  Downing 
Street  spokesman  said  after  the 
meeting  that  “Prime  Minister 
Netanyahu  looked  forward  to  wel- 
coming [Blair]  when  he  visits  the 
Middle  East  shortly  after  Easter." 

The  spokesman  said  Blair  would 
visit  other  Middle  Eastern  coun- 
tries during  his  trip,  but  declined 
to  give  further  details  or  dates. 

Cook  plans  a trip  to  the  region 
next  week.  He  is  to  visit  Egypt, 
Jordan,  the  Palestinian  areas, 
Israel,  Syria,  and  Lebanon. 

Earlier  yesterday,  before  leaving 
Oslo  for  London,  Netanyahu  said 
Norway  still  has  a role  to  play  in 
the  peace  process. 

See  PM,  Page  2 


Welcome  To  The  Finest 
Personal  Banking  Services  In  Israel 


MTOj  Premium  service  is 
ran  whai  Persona]  Banking 

uaO|  k jj]  and  at 

Israel  Discount  Bank  - we  deliver. 
Founded  over  60  yean  ago. 

Isael  Discount  Bank  is  one  of  Israel's 
three  largest  banks,  with  a reputation 
for  professionalism,  reliability  and 
confidentiality. 

The  bank  offers  a comprehensive  range 
of  domestic  and  imeraaiional  Personal 
Banting  services  tailored  exclusively 
for  you  by  a highly  skilled  team  of 

^rnihilinpual  arynmn  maiuwt 


Talk  to  us  first  and  profit  from  uu  free 
foreign  currency  deposits,  real  estate 
loans.  livefsiOed  investments  and  more. 
With  branches,  offices  and  connections 
to  serve  you  worldwide,  plus  the  absolute 
security  you  need,  you  will  find  our 
Personal  Banking  services  most 
accommodating. 

So.  capitalize  on  our  Personal  Banking 
expertise  and  emtad  Israel  Discount 
Bank  today. 

For  father  details,  vish  our  Iraenotianal 
Personal  Banking  Centers  or  contact 
our  Business  Promotion  and  Marketing 
Department  (see  coupon  below  j. 


International  Personal  Banking 

Centers: 

Tel  Aviv:  16MopuSu 
(tamer  71  Ben  Yehuda  Su. 

Tel:  (031521-6222,  Fax:  |03i524-2344. 
E.  Mail:  m_lior@netYision.neuI 
Jerusalem:  4 King  Shlomo  su 
Tel:  (02(567-6767/8/9 
Fax:  (02(567-6757 
E Mail:  idbjlm@iKlvisionjict.il 
Natanya:  14  Ha'Alzmaui  sq. 

Tel:  (09)834-3255, 

(09/861-71 15,  Fix:  (09)862-8784 


toMMetarwicutaicrfn^cttttEfutln  E mail  wdtarlj  TiB  dc  anpos  <■  rapinl  taun)anl  scad  it  touhr  mjfl  tx  fa. 

i x n 

GRAB.  DtSCOWT  BANK  LTH 

I iwimwiataawaKMWMrtinwapngMMBWuagiaoDOT.  nnpqsraErT.mjmiiai.  bmel  I 

I f^*j*  art  *a  rturagton  grr  Q to -tret  mi  flBgooa,  ~J  FfetJctmt  bm  JkimawnB  O I 


( G<*®wr 2pCedr Cnmr  __ — — I Mtp^W*«tai*Bk!Htm^ 

r_ ! 5>  ISRAEL  DISCOUNT  BLANK 


. 5»  - 

■?•<***? -Jfrfi  S'  _t 


2 


Monday,  March  9, 1999  The  Jerusalem  Post 


NEWS 

in  brief 

Haredim  protest  Shabbat  store  openings 

Thousands  of  haredim  demonstrated  in  Jerusalem's  Mea 
She'arim  section  yesterday  to  protest  the  Tel  Aviv  City  Council 
decision  to  permit  stores  to  open  on  Shabbat. 

Rabbis  attending  the  protest  placed  a ban  on  the  Toys’R'Us 
and  Hypertoy  chains,  whose  stores  are  open  on  Shabbau  • Itim 

Barak  slams  uncooperative  party  leaders 

Labor  Party  chairman  MK  Ehud  Barak  attacked  cenain  lead- 
ing party  members  yesterday,  saying  that  they  are  not  contribut- 
ing to  party  unity. 

"There  are  people  among  us  that  don’t  understand  their  role, 
and  are  acting  in  a manner  that  I cannot  understand,"  he  said  at 
a meeting  of  the  Labor  Party  faction  in  Upper  Nazareth.  "I 
intend  to  return  the  Labor  Party  to  power  with  them  or  without 
them.  But  1 will  note  to  myself  who  is  helping  and  who  seems 
to  be  sabotaging.”  Itim 

Levy  to  fight  restrictive  Histadrut  rule 

The  Histadrut  Parliament  decided  yesterday  that  one  would 
have  to  have  been  a member  of  the  union  since  September  to  be 
eligible  to  run  or  to  vote  in  June's  elections. 

the  decision  means  that  Gesher  MK  Maxim  Levy,  who  joined 
the  Histadrut  only  this  year,  would  not  be  able  to  run  for  chair- 
man of  the  federation  as  he  had  planned. 

Calling  the  decision  “ami-democratic"  and  comparing  it  to 
something  "out  of  the  Stalin  era,”  Levy  said  that  “the  weak- 
kneed  saw  the  polls  and  made  a stupid  decision,”  and  that  he 
would  initiate  legal  action  today  to  try  to  overturn  the  decision. 

Itim 

Hamas  activists  sentenced 

Balal  Rabah  and  Majdi  Bekirau  both  20  and  from  Sur  Baher, 
were  sentenced  to  19  and  21  months  in  jail  by  a military  court 
yesterday.  They  were  found  guilty  of  belonging  to  Hamas,  plan- 
ning to  abduct  and  murder  IDF  soldiers,  handing  out  Hamas 
leaflets,  and  transferring  messages  to  Hamas  activists  in  prison. 
The  two  pleaded  guilty.  Margot  Dudkevitch 

ftoo  injured  in  chase  after  car  thieves 

Two  people  were  injured  during  the  course  of  a police  chase 
after  two  Palestinians  who  stole  a car  in  the  Haifa  area  and  were 
originally  believed  to  be  terrorists  wearing  kippot  who  were  try- 
ing to  kidnap  soldiers.  The  stolen  car  was  spotted  by  police  at  a 
roadblock  that  had  been  set  up  at  the  Megiddo  junction.  Police 
said  the  driver  tried  to  run  down  a policeman  who  tried  to  stop 
the  vehicle  which  later  hit  another  car,  slightly  injuring  the 
.woman  driver.  Police  fired  warning  shots  as  die  suspects  fled  on 
foot,  and  a truck  driver  who  was  passing  was  hit  in  the  foot  and 
lightly  hurt  The  r.vo  suspects,  one  of  them  a juvenile,  both  from 
the  Jenin  area  were  caught.  David  Rudge 

Look  what  the  eat  dragged  in! 

Two  students  were  astounded  yesterday  when  they  returned 
to  their  Jerusalem  apartment  to  find  a piece  of  rotting  meat  on 
the  couch  which  they  later  discovered  to  be  a human  penis.  It 
had  apparently  been  brought  into  the  ground-floor  apartment 
in  the  Ramat  Sharett  neighborhood  through  an  open  window 
by  a cat.  ‘ 

”1  immediately  searched  the  entire  house,”  one  of  the  students 
said,  “because  I thought  I might  find  other  body  parts  ” The 
police  were  then  called. 

AssL-Cmdr.  Effi  Tibi  said  police  searched  the  area  because  the 
advanced  state  of  decay  of  the  penis  led  them  to  believe  a body 
would  be  found.  The  search  will  continue  today. 

The  students,  meanwhile,  have  already  asked  their  relatives 
for  a new  couch.  Itim 

EBordechai  reviews  French  troops 

As  a guest  of  the  French  army.  Defense  Minister  Yitzhak 
Mordechai  observed  a maneuver  of  the  second  division  in  east- 
ern France  yesterday.  The  exercise  involved  tank,  artillery  and 
infantry  troops  firing  live  ammunition.  Today  Mordecbai  plans 
a several  hour  visit  to  the  Netherlands  for  meetings  with  govern- 
ment leaders  in  The  Hague.  Itim 
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The  American  Jewish  Joint  Dletrfbutlon  Committee 
The  JDC-BrookdaJe  Institute 
JDC-tsrael 

deeply  mourn  the  death  of  our  friend 
and  former  colleague 

VIVIENNE  LEVY 

May  her  memory  be  blessed 


The  first  yahrzeit  memorial  service 
for  our  beloved  husband  and  father 

MERRILL  SIMON 

will  take  place  on  Wednesday  March  1 1 at  2.45  p.m. 
at  the  Eretz  Hahaim  cemetery  near  Beit  Shemesh 

The  Family 


aihTc  announces 
the  unveiling  of  the  stone  on  the  Mount  of  Olives 
in  memory  of 

AGATHA  LEIFER  it 

Honorary  Past  President  of  Amit  Women 
on  Tuesday,  March  10 
Bus  leaves  the  King  Solomon  Hotel  at  1 1 :45  a.m. 


Yfc O 


The  National  institute  for  Psychobiology 
in  Israel 

founded  by  The  Charles  E.  Smith  Family 
mourns  the  death  of 

PROF.  MOSHE  PRYWES 

a founder  of  the  Institute  and  leader 
of  medical  sciences  in  Israel 

and  conveys  its  deepest  sympathy  to  the  family. 


Ben-Elissar:  PM  junior  aides  after  me 


ByJAYBUSWNSKY 

Ambassador  to  the  US  Eliahu  Ben-Elissar 
believes  he  was  the  target  of  politically- 
motivated  criticism,  some  of  which  emanat- 
ed from  “lower-level  saffTtin  the  Prime 
Minister's  Office,  the  purpose  of  which  was 
to  undermine  his  position. 

In  a telephone  interview  yesterday.  Ben- 
Elissar  deplored  the  “recent  series  of  leaks 
and  rumors  to  the  effect  that  a candidate  has 
been  chosen  to  replace  me.” 

The  reference  evidently  was  to  ex-ambas- 
sador  Zalman  Shoval  who  reportedly  was 
Prime  Minister  Binyamin  Netanyahu's  pref- 
erence to  take  over  the  Washington  embassy. 
Shoval  served  in  this  post  from  1990  to 
1993.  Late  last  month,  when  his  name  came 
up  in  the  media  as  a potential  successor  to 


Ben-Elissar,  he  said  he  would  “fulfill  his 
duty”  if  called  upon  by  the  government 
despite  the  personal  inconvenience  this 
might  cause. 

“I  do  not  want  to  go  into  the  substance  of 
this  matter,”  Shoval  said  yesterday,  when 
asked  about  his  alleged  candidacy.  He  con- 
tended that  recent  media  reports  of  his  activ- 
ities in  the  diplomatic  sphere  “are  regrettable 
and  simply  not  true.” 

Ben-Elissar  did  not  mention  any  names  in 
his  review  of  the  events  that  led  up  to  bis 
current  pique,  but  referred  in  a TV  interview 
to  someone  being  ready  to  serve  in  bis 
stead. 

He  alleged  that  “someone  has  offered  his 
candidacy  to  replace  me.”  Shoval  reacted  by 
saying,  “I  regret  what  Ben-Elissar  said.” 

Ben-Elissar  noted  (hat  “at  first,  I did  not 


pay  any  attention  to  all  this,  bat  when  I saw 
that  it  is  continuing,  I had  no  alternative 
other  than  ro  accept  a request  that  1 appear 
on  TV  and  talk  about  the  work  1 have  been 
doing.” 

He  said  be  was  reenforced  and  encouraged 
by  his  latest  conversation  with  Netanyahu  in 
which  full  and  unequivocal  confidence  was 
expressed  in  his  performance. 

The  accolade  ire  received  from  Netanyahu 
also  applied  to  bis  deputy,  Lenny  {Davis) 
Ben-David,  he  went  on,  saying.  “He  woks 
very  hard.” 

Shoval  came  in  for  a verbal  drubbing, 
however,  when  Ben-Elissar  cited  a passage 
in  ex-secretary  of  state  James  Baker’s  mem- 
oirs that  recalled  an  incident  in  1991  when 
Baker,  enraged  by  Shoval’s  having  com- 
plained that  the  Bosh  administration  was 


giving  lane]  “the  mn-aroand”  in  delaying 
loan  guarantees  necessary  to  absorb  the 
influx  of  Soviet  Jews,  considered  declaring 
him  persona  non  grata. 

A senior  government . aide  close,  to 
Netanyahu  indicated  that  the  prime  minister 
maintains  close  and  constant  contact  with 
Shoval  and  considered  sending  him  to  the 
US  last  week  to  explain  Israeli  policy  on  die 
peace  process  to  Congress  and  the  American 
public. 

However,  the  Clinton  administration's 
apparent  decision  to  postpone  presentation 
of  an  American  plan  designed  to  break  the 
current  deadlock  with  the  Palestinian 
Authority  made  Netanyahu  prefer  to  have 
Shoval  address  the  Conference  of  Presidents 
of  Major  American  Jewish  Organizations  in 
Jerusalem  instead. 


1,554  officers  sign  peace  petition 


ByAflffiHtySULMVAN 

A letter  signed  by  1 .554  former  senior  IDF 
officers  and  police  commanders  was  published 
yesterday  urging  the  government  to  choose 
peace  over  Jewish  settlements. 

”A  government  which  prefers  maintenance 
of  settlements  beyond  the  Green  Line  to  the 
elimination  of  the  historic  conflict  and  estab- 
lishment of  normal  relations  in  our  region  will 
cause  us  to  question  the  righteousness  of  our 
course.”  said  the  fiill-page  letter  which 
appeared  in  yesterday’s  Yediot  Aharonot. 

Among  those  who  signed  are  a former  chief 
of  staff.  Lieut.  Gen.  (res.)  Zvi  TSur,  11  major 
generals  and  7 1 generals. 

It  also  called  on  the  government  to  honor  the 
Oslo  Accords  and  to  reinvigorate  the  peace 


process. 

The  letter  is  similar  to  one  sent  20  years  ago 
by  a group  of  reserve  officers  to  then  prime 
minister  Menachem  Begin,  urging  him  to  trade 
land  for  peace  with  Egypt 

“The  West  Bank  and  Gaza  Strip  are  powder 
kegs  on  the  verge  of  exploding,'1  said  Naftali 
Raz  yesterday,  who  was  among  the  letter’s  ini- 
tiators. 

“Senior  officers,  even  some  presently  in  uni- 
form, and  the  experts  all  agree  that  if  the  Oslo 
Accords  are  not  carried  out  and  the  govern- 
ment goes  on  expanding  settlements  then 
another  intifada  will  break  out,”be  said. 

“It  is  either  a redeployment  or  war,”  Raz 
added.  “There  is  a window  of  opportunity  and 
[Prime  Minister  Binyamin]  Netanyahu  can  be 
like  Begin  and  go  through  with  it,  or  be  can 


slam  it  shut  on  our  forgers.”  Raz  noted  drat 
while  Israeli  poiitKriatisatended  to  dismissed 
letters  drat  appear  hr  the  press,  he  believed  that 
reactions  from  abroad  could  stir  them  to 
action. 

In  1978,  Raz,  then  a paracroop  sergeant,  was 
one  of  the  signatories  of  the  “Officers’  Letter'’ 
written  to  Begin,  which  presaged  the  founding 
of  the  Peace  Now  movement. 

Raz  said  that  Begin,  in  a letter  to  writer 
Amos  Oz,  laser  acknowledged  that  he  felt 
compelled  to  make  a deal  with  Egyptian 
President  Anwar  Sadat  at  Camp  David 
because  of  the  letter  and  fee  surge  of  public 
support  feat  it  generated. 

“I  don’t  have  a lot  of  illusions,”  Raz  said.  “I 
hope  it  has  the  effect  on  Netanyahu’s  govern- 
ment that  the  ‘Officers'  Letter’  had  on  Begin.” 


Leah  Rabin  honored  in  Germany 

Leah  Rabin  (center),  flanked  by  Bavarian  Prime  Minister  Edmund  Stoiber  (left)  and  German  Parliament  President  Rita 
Suessmuth,  displays  the  Buber-Roseuzweig  medal  she  was  awarded  yesterday  In  Munich.  The  medal  is  presented  annually  to 
a person  or  institution  that  has  served  the  cause  of  Christian-Jewish  cooperation.  Suessmuth  praised  Rabin  as  a courageous 
fighter  for  peace  In  the  Middle  East.  (Rouen) 


IDF  denies  gassing  Hebron  school 


By  MARGOT  DUDKEVITCH 

The  IDF  Spokesman  yesterday 
denied  reports  that  soldiers  seeking 
stonethiowers  at  a school  outside 
of  Hebron  threw  stun  grenades  and 
tear  gas  canisters  into  the  school- 
yard  after  they  were  barred  from 
entering. 

However  Palestinians  claim  that 
four  Palestinians  were  transferred 
to  the  Aliya  Hospital  in  Hebron, 
one  suffering  from  an  eye  injury. 

Headmaster  Talab  Tirawah  of  the 
Omar  bin  Abdel- Aziz  School  out- 
side of  Hebron  charged  the  school 
is  constantly  attacked  by  soldiers  or 
settlers.  “The  soldiers  came  wife 
the  excuse  drat  boys  were  throwing 
stones,”  he  said,  adding,  “We  did- 
n’t see  anything  like  that” 

Meanwhile,  Palestinian 

Legislative  Council  member  Abbas 


Zalti  declared  that  Israel  is  intimi- 
dating the  school  in  order  to  close  it 
down.  Zaki  said  there  have  been 
previous  attempts  by  soldiers  to 
shut  fee  school  down  and  added, 
“We  can  only  complain  to  fee  DCO 
[district  coordinating  office],  but 
they  won’t  do  anything  practical.” 

Yesterday  afternoon.  four 
Palestinians  were  reportedly 
injured  by  rubber  bullets  near  fee 
Beit  Anoun  junction.  Three  were 
reportedly  transferred  to  the  nearby 
Aliya  Hospital  in  Hebron  and  a 
fourth  to  Hadassah-U  niversity 
Hospital,  Ein  Kerem. 

The  IDF  Spokesman  said  scores 
of  Palestinians  rioted  at  fee  junc- 
tion and  stoned  an  Israeli  bus  and 
troops.  He  said  troops  dispersed  fee 
rioters  with  tear  gas  and  rubber  bul- 
lets and  that  no  injuries  were 
reported. 


IDF:  No  evidence  of 
Gaza  weapons  factory 


PM 

Continued  from  Page  1 

“We  discussed  some  concrete 
ideas  about  how  to  advance  the 
peace  process.  If  something  tran- 
spires out  of  this,  we  wfll  have 
spent  a productive  time  here,  and  if 
not  we'll  continue  to  search  for 
other  ways.  We  won’t  give  up,” 
Netanyahu  said. 

He  reiterated  his  desire  to  meet 
wife  Yasser  Arafat. 

“We  have  suggested  that  we 
should  have  a meeting  for  the  final 
settlement,”  Netanyahu  said.  “But 
fee  first  thing  is  to  see  whether  Mr. 
Arafat  really  wants  to  advance  the 
process.  Instead  of  saying  how  the 
process  is  not  going  forward  or 
how  it  is  going  backward,  he 
should  simply  sit  down  with  me 
and  work  out  the  way  to  move  it 
forward." 

Foreign  Minister  Kmit  Vollebaek 
said  the  talks  had  been  constructive 
and  Norway  is  wiUing  to  host  a 
meeting  between  Netanyahu  and 
Arafat 


Margot  Dudkevitch  and 
Mohammed  Najib  add: 

Palestinian  officials  rejected 
Netanyahu’s  proposal  to  meet  with 
Arafat,  saying  nothing  would  be 
achieved  at  such  a meeting. 

Other  officials  charged 
Netanyahu’s  proposal  is  a mere 
exercise  in  public  relations. 

PA  Minister  of  International 
Cooperation  NabO  Shaath  said  that 
before  such  a meeting  can  take 
place  Netanyahu  must  commit 
himself  to  carrying  out  redeploy- 
ment in  the  West  Bank  according  to 
fee  agreement 

“All  he  has  to  do  is  say  that  he 
will  honor  and  implement  fee 
Hebron  Accord  and  then  he  will  be 
able  to  meet  wife  Arafat,”  Shaath 
said. 

PA  negotiator  Saeb  Erekat  criti- 
cized the  US  for  preventing  Europe 
from  taking  a more  active  role  in 
fee  peace  process. 

Erekat  said  the  US  is  doing 
everything  possible  to  prevent 
Europe  from  becoming  a partner  to 
fee  talks  and  that  fee  Palestinians 
are  disappointed  with  the  US  stand. 


By  AHBf  O’SULLIVAN, 
MARGOT  DUDKEVITCH, 
and  MOHAMMED  MAJffi 

Defense  sources  yesterday  dis- 
missed Palestinian  claims  that  they 
have  uncovered  a clandestine  arms 
factory  in  the  Gaza  Strip.  They 
said  fee  Palestinian  Authority  had 
not  yet  informed  them  of  the  dis- 
covery of  any  such  weapons  depot 
and  accused  the  Palestinians  of 
manipulating  the  media  with  base- 
less and  exaggerated  reports. 

Israel  Radio,  quoting  Palestinian 
security  sources,  reported  that 
Palestinian  Police  in  Gaza  had 
uncovered  a large  factory  capable 
of  assembling  automatic  weapons. 
It  also  said  fee  factory  was  linked 
to  the  shipment  of  arms  confiscat- 
ed by  IDF  troops  last  weekend 
near  the  Dead  Sea  during  an 
attempt  by  a Palestinian  to  smug- 
gle them  into  fee  territories. 

“We  know  nothing  about  this. 
You  would  think  that  they  would 
teQ  us  and  even  show  us  where  it 
was  found  if  it  were  true  ” said  one 
Israeli  defense  source.  “But  we 
have  no  information  regarding  this 
report  and  nothing  like  this  was 
passed  on  to  us.”  " 

“It  appears  as  if  the  Palestinians 
are  using  this  to  score  media 
points,”  he  added. 

The  source,  who  has  close  ties 
wife  fee  Palestinians,  did  not  dis- 
miss fee  possibility  of  Palestinians 
setting  up  arms  factories.“When 
we  were  there  during  fee  intifada, 
they  were  assembling  weapons, 
but  they  were  primitive  then. . 
Manufacturing  automatic  weapons 
is  a much  more  sophisticated 


CORRECTION 
Yonni  SegeJ  was  killed  in  a car. 
accident  while  on  active  army 
duty,  and  not  as  stated  in  yester- 
day’s paper. 


process.  But  now  feat  we  are  out  of 

there,  jt  couid  veiy  well  be  feat 

they  have  put  together  something 
like  this.”  he  said. 

He  doubted,  however,  that  it 
would  be  worth  fee  investment 
since  it  was  cheaper  and  easier  to 
obtain  such  weapons  on  the  black 
market 

Palestinian  security  officials 
remained  tight-lipped.  Col. 
Mohammed  Masri  refused  to  com- 
mentsaying be  was  unable  to 
divulge  any  information.  “I  know 
about  fee  factory  but  I can’t  give 
you  any  information  at  this  time," 
he  said. 

Hamas  leader  in  Gaza  Abdul 
Aziz  Rantisi  said  that  to  fee  best  of 
his  knowledge  there  was  no  such 
factory  operating  in  Gaza.  He  said 
none  of  the  movement’s  activists 
had  been  arrested  and  there  were 
no  buildings  in  Gaza  that  were 
reported  to  have  been  raided. 


IDF  kills  2 
Hizbullah 
gunmen 


By  DAVID  BUDGE 

At  least  two  Hizbullah  gunmen 
were  killed  in  clashes  with  IDF 
troops  at  fee  end  of  last  week  amid 
ongoing  figfatingiflsoafe  Lebanon. 

The  IDF  Spokesman  said  . fee 
gunmen  were  killed  in  combined 
activities  between  IAF  helicopters 
and  infantry  farces  in  fee  western 
sector-  of  fee  security  zone. 

Fighting  continued  yesterday 
wife  heavy  ffizbuBhh  mortar  fire 
on  an  IDF  position  hi  the.  western 
sector  of  fee  zone.  There  were  no 
casualties,  although  slight  damage 
was  caused  to  fee  outpost. 

Hizbullah  issued  - statements 
claiming  feat  it  had  hit  an  IDF  con- 
voy entering  the  Karlcuffl  position, 
where  three  soldiers  were  kflled  in 
a mortar  attack  fee  previous  week. 

- Reports  from  Lebanon  said 
Hizbullah  mortar  crews  also  fired 
at  IDF  and  South  Lebanese  Army 
outposts  in  fee  eastern  sector  of  fee 
security  zone  yesterday.  There 
were  no  reports  of  any  casualties. 
In  all  the  cases,  IDF  and  SLA  gun- 
ners returned  fire. 

Meanwhile,  Syria  has  launched  a 
new  initiative,  apparently  to 
counter  Israel's  proposal  to  wife- 
draw  from  south  Lebanon  under 
the  auspices  of  UN  Security 
■ Council  Resolution  425.-  - 

Syria  and  Lebanon  have  rejected 
Israel’s  proposal,  which  has  caused 
'consternation1  in  Damascus  and 
Beirut  md  pat  the  Syrians  on  the 
defensive. 

Instead,  Syria  is  calling  for  all 
matters  relating  to  peace  m fee 
Middle  East  to  be  handled  by  the 
UN  Security  Council,  because  of 
fee  latter’s  success  in  handling  the 
recent  crisis  in  Iraq. 

Prime  Minister  Binyamin 
Netanyahu  reiterated  in  London 
yesterday  feat  feat  Israel  is  pre- 
pared to  withdraw  from  south 
Lebanon  on  condition  that  security 
along  the  international  can  be  guar- 
anteed by  fee  Lebanese  govern- 
ment 

“To  withdraw  from  Lebanon  is  a 
goal  independent  of  itself,” 
Netanyahu  said,  following  a 90- 
rainute  meeting  wife  British  Prime 
Minister  Tony  Blair. 

“We’re  prepared  to  do  onr  part, 
feat  is  to  leave  Lebanon,  if 
Lebanon  can  take  up  the  territory 
we  vacate  and  police  it  against 
Hizbullah  terrorism.” 

Israel  Radio  reported  last  night 
feat  special  EU  envoy  to  fee 
Middle  East,  Miguel  Moratmos, 
will  travel  to  Damascus  today  to 
discuss  fee  Israeli  proposal  to  wife- 
draw  from  Lebanon. 

Arieh  O ' Sullivan  adds: 

Deputy  Chief  of  Genera!  Staff 
Maj.-Gen.  Staaul  Mofaz  spoke  out 
yesterday  against  any  unilateral 
IDF  withdrawal  from  south 
Lebanon,  saying  it  would  look  like 
a retreat  and  barm  Israel's  deter-: 
rence. 

“You  have  to  remember  that  any 
unilateral  withdrawal  could  Create 
a reality  in  fee  minds  of  the  other 
side,  fee  terrorists  groups  and 
Hamas  and  Islamic  Jihad,  which' 
says  that  by  using  force  against  us  • 
and  extracting  casualties  from  us 
they  can  achieve  political  and  mili-  .. 
tary  gains,”  Mofaz  told  high  school 
students  in  Yehud. 

“More  than  that;”  Mofaz  added, 
“we  believe  feat  this  sort  of  with- 
drawal can  harm  fee  deterrence  of- 
fee  IDF.”  . •' 
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‘He  felt  a part  of  Israel’ 

Nikolai  Rappaport’s  parents  visit  Western  Wall,  talk  to  parents  of  son’s  fallen  commander 


By  AOTEHDSUI  COHEM 

Ttya  Rappaport,  father  of  IDF 
soldier  Nikolai  Rappaport  who 
was  boned  last  month  in  Russia 
after  being  killed  in  Lebanon,  said 
he  would  like  to  stay  in  Israel,  “but 
my  wife  wil]  never  agree  to  leave 
her  Russian  roots.** 

“She  won’t  leave  the  grave;  but 
if  ray  daughter  decides  to  stay 
here,  we  win  go  visit  her  mother,” 
explained  Rappaport 
: After  visiting  the  Western  Wall 
yesterday  with  his  wife  Claudia 
and  his  daughter  Olga,  Rappaport 
told  Army  Radio  that  he  had  visit- 
ed one  of  “the  most  moving 
places.” 

“I  cried  at  the  Western  WaH,”  he 
said,  “I  sent  my  son  a letter,  a note, 
I sent  him  greetings.  I cried  out  of 
sadness  and  emotion,”  he  said. 

Later,  in  an  emotional  television 
interview  the  Rappapons  met  for 
the  first  time,  via  camera,  with  the 
family  of  Nikolai's  commander, 
Assaf  Rosenfeld.  who  was  himself 
recently  killed  in  Lebanon.  - 

Claudia  Rappaport  said  her  son 
had  died  for  Israel  “because  he  felt 
aparrofit”  ‘ 

She  said  she  was  not  bun  or 
embarrassed  by  the  squalid  condi- 
tions in  which  her  husband  and  son 
lived  here.  “My  only  sorrow  is  that 
my  son  is  gone,”  site  said. 

Concerning  their  decision  to 
have  Nikolai  buried  in  Russia,  Ilya 
said:  “Not  everything  is  simple  in 
life.  I am  Jewish,  an  Israeli, 
although  I was  bom  in  Russia,  and 
so  it  happened  that  I have  a 
Russian  wife.  Nikolai  was  half 
Russian;  all  his  family  is  there. 


Ilya  and  Clandia  Rappaport,  the  parents  of  slain  IDF  soldier  Nikolai  Rappaport,  tour  Yad  Vashem  yesterday. 


(Isaac  Haraiii 


That  was  his  land.  It  was  good  for 
him  here,  but  he  had  to  be  buried 
where  his  forefathers  are  buried. 
AU  my  relatives  died  in  the  Second 
World  War,  and  all  his  mother's 
relatives  are  buried  there,  so  he 


win  rest  besides  them.” 

David  Rosenfeld  told  the 
Rappaports  that  “Nikolai  and 
Assaf  did  not  die  for  nothing-  I 
know  this  from  Assaf,  and  I’m  sure 
it  was  also  true  of  Nikolai.” 


“They  knew  what  they  were 
doing  and  loved  what  they  were 
doing,  and  were  killed  defending 
the  homeland  they  loved  so  much 
and  the  northern  settlements.  They 
weren't  doing  what  they  didn't 


want  to  do.  and  this  must  give  us 
strength,  and  we  must  derive 
strength  from  our  sons,  both 
Nikofai  and  Assaf.” 

The  two  families  plan  to  meet  in 
person  today. 


Top  Indian  general  arrives  for  5-day  visit  Priebke  vows 

ByAWEHOWLWMI  exports  to  India.  I-'-.  l tanks.  India  has  Missile  Technology  Control  ^ 


By  AHffiH  1 UAH  exports  to  India. 

Defense  officials 

The  chief  of  India's  army  staff  refuse  to  release 
Gen.  Prakash  Malik  is  expected  to  figures  cm  the 
begin  a five-day  visit  today  amid  business.  - 
reports  over  the  past  year  that  According'  to 
Israel  has  stepped-  up  exports  of  the  - Jane’s 
weapons  and  military  technology  Defense  Weekly ; 
to  New  Delhi.  India  has  bought 

Malik  is  to  be  the  guest  of  Chief  $14  ' ■ million 
of  General  Staff  LL-Gen.  Amnon  worth  of  light 
Lipkin  Shabak,  but  the  IDF  is  giv-  ammunition  - SO 
ing  out  . little  .information  on  hif  r7miJlicm  bullets—  - 


!V- 


.itinerary.'  . ' 

. ; ; .“It-  is'  a ' goodwill  visit,”  sai^ 

- India's,  mil itaiy-f  : attache  Cot 
■■  Browne  of  Matik’-s&ip.’  ?*Wfc  azfe 

looking  forward  to  building  a long 
lasting  defense  relationship  ” be 
added.' 

With  over  1 million  full-time 
servicemen,  India  has  the  world’s 
third  largest  array.  But  tire  cash- 
strapped  military.  has  been  severe- 
ly limited  in  its  ability  to  modern- 
ize. Still,  Israel  .and  India  have 
developed  promising  defense  mar- 
kets, mostly  involving  Israeli 

Yossi  Olmert 
at  odds  with 
Likud  over 
mayoral  bid 

PyWCHALYUPajUtH 

Yossi  Olmert  said  yesterday  the 
Likud  leadership  is  threatening  to 
expel  him  from  the  party  due  to  his 
decision  to  run  . for  mayor  of 
Ra'anana  against  the  Likud's  can- 
didate, incumbent  Ze’ev  Bielsky. 

“I  have,  received  messages  from 
Prime  Minister  . . Binyamin 
Netanyahu's  bureau  threatening  to 
expel  me  from  the  Likud  if  I chal- 
lenge Bielsky,”  Olmert  said.  “They 
have  also  threatened  to  harm  me 
and  to  harm  my  brother  [Jerusalem 
Mayor  Ehud  Olmert].  The  party’s 
. leadership  circles  and  apparatus  are 

- boycotting  me  and  keeping  me  out 
of  various  forums.  I’m  struggling 
for  my  existence  in  the  party.” 

Olmert  is  negotiating  with  Labor 
over  heading  a joint  list,  which  will 
run  independently. 

He  accused  Netanyahu  and  his 
former  office  director-general 
Ayigdor  Lieberman  of  acting 
against  him  in  the  1996  primaries 
' as  weH  “because  I’m  not  a yes- 
man.  In  today’s  Likud,  if  you’re 
not  100  percent  for  BiW;  they 
regard  you  as  100  percent  against 
BibL  But  I’m  not  made  of  the  stuff 
-ofvyes-men,  nor.  am  I afraid  of 
. diem. -However,  if  they  dare  any 
attempt  to  remove  me  from  the. 
ranks,  I will  turn  the  elections  into 
a test  case." 

Henoted  that  he  had  not  been 
afraid . .to  come  out  against 
Netanyahu  in  the  past,  after  the 
prime  minister  broke  his.  explicit 
promise  to  appoint  -him  UN 
ambassador.  Olmert  pointed  out  be 
has  no  intention  of  running  in  pri- 
maries for  die  Likud  nomination, 
stating,  “I  have  no  confidence  in.  . 
the  Likud  central  committee.  I will 
field  an  independent  list  no  matter 
what  fee  Likud  decides  to  do.” 

Olmert  met  the  head  of  Labor’s 
municipal  section,  MK  Bmyamxn 
Ben-Eliezer,  two  weeks  ago  to  dis- 
cuss die  possibility  of  Labor's 
joining  -Qlmert’s  independent  list 
. instead,  of  fielding  its.  own  candi- 
date against  Bielsky. . 


3Wfcr-  Israel  ■ 

: M.  L.1  i t any 
Industries.  :-r ' 

-Israeli  firms  Gen.  Prakash  Malik 
have  also  sup-  • - • 
plied  the  Indian  Navy’s  only  air- 
craft earner,  the  INS  Viraat,  with 
upgraded  electronic  warfare. 

Last  year,  India  purchased  two 
Super  Dvora  Mark  n attack  boats 
and  has  been  licensed  to  build 
another  four.  Foreign  reports  said 
that  biro  defense  firms,  Elbit  and 
El-Op,  have  been  vying  to 
upgrade  hundreds  of  Indian  T-72 


tanks.  India  has 
postponed  the 
plan  for  lack  of 
' funds. 

gSlijK'- : But  more 

aBpMr importantly, 
|§|jB.  ’ India  is  also 

negotiating  for 
Wmm  • Israeli  missile 

IlflaL'.  '.  technology  to 

perfect  the 
launching  and 
guidance.-  sys- 
- of  : -the 
Prifevi,  an 
*r  indigenously 
falik  developed  sur- 

face-to-surface 
missile,  according  to  June’s . 

India  is  also  seeking  electronic 
help  for  its  fledgling  submarine- 
launched  Sagarika  missile. 

Indian  military  officials  told 
Jane’s  recently  that  India  had  been 
unable  to  perfect  its  range  of  mis- 
siles because  of  its  inability  to 
source  critical  components  and 
subsystems  from  abroad  due  to  the 


Missile  Technology  Control 

India  is  locked  in  an  arms  race  Euro  Court 

with  Pakistan,  which  has  benefited 

from  US  military  equipment  By  USA  PAUBERLRtt  Lift  . 

In  December  1996,  India  and  and  news  agencies 

Israel  signed  cooperation  agree-  

meats  in  several  fields,  including  ROME  - Ex-Nazi  captain  Erich 
technological  research  and  devel-  Priebke.  sentenced  to  life  impris- 
opment.  onment  for  his  role  in  Italy’s 

President  Ezer  Weizman  visited  worst  World  War  II  atrocity, 

India  in  January  1 997.  One  of  his  vowed  yesterday  to  take  his  case 
aimsJyasioputfi  foran  increase  in  to  the  European- Coon  of-  Human 
defense  cooperation.Dunog^bis  -Rights. 
trip,  the  countries  decided-^o ; -.-  TThe  law  is  nor  the  same  for 
exchange  military  attaches.  • ‘ everyone  - perhaps  it  is  useless  io 


Following  "his'  visit,  senior 
Indian  officials,  including  the  Air 
Force  chief,  quietly  visited  Israel 
and  inspected  advanced  defense 
systems.  Last  year,  India’s  top 
defense  ministry  scientists  visited 
secretly  and  toured  satellite  and 
missile  programs. 

Defense  Minister  Yitzhak 
Mordechai  had  to  postpone  a 
planned  visit  to  India  last  month 
because  of  the  Gulf  crisis. 


PALESTINIAN  PRESS  REVIEW  Bv  mkiialsela 


US  pressure 


The  Palestinians,  the  Arabs  and 
the  international  community 
expect  Washington  to  come  up 
with  an  effective  plan  to  put  an  end 
to  settlement  expansion  and  eveo- 
- tuafly  force  Israel  to  withdraw 
from  all  of  the  West  Bank,  says  an 
AJ-Quds  editorial. 

Such  an  initiative  “to  save  tire 
just  peace  process  is  the  one  and 
only  alternative,  one  which  is 
urgent  at  this  stage.” 

Also  in  Al-Quds,  Issam  Sirwan 
from  Nablus  comments:  “We 
hopedthat  the  American  adminis- 
tration works  seriously  to  imple- 
ment international  resolutions.” 

fie  finds  it  strange  that  the 
Americans  agreed  to  Israel’s 
refusal  to  carry  out  it  obligations 
under  the  pretext  that  the  negotla- 
‘ tions  continue. 

“It  is  strange,  because  they  know 
that  Israel  has  turned  these  negoti- 
ations into  a dialogue  of  the  deaf, 
to  continue  with  her  hegemony  and 
occupation  of  Arab  lands  and 
establish  more  settlements,  often 
with  American  money.” 

Lebanon wfthdraival? 

Israel’s  announcement  that  it  is 
considering  withdrawing  from 
south  Lebanon  under  UN  Security 
Council  Resolution  425  is  but 
example  of  Israel’s  deceptive  poli- 
cy towards  fee  Arabs,  claims  the 
Palestinian  press. 

A cartoon  in  Al-Quds  depicted 
Netanyahu  as  a bullfighter,  waving 
a red  cloth  reading  “425”  in  front 
of  his  hosts  last,  week  in  Spain. 

Iliyas  Zananiri  hi  Al-Ayyam 
links  the  anticipated  American  ini- 
tiative with  the  Israeli  proposal  to 
withdraw  from  Lebanon.  The 
Palestinians  have  a bitter  experi- 
ence with  Netanyahu’s  announce- 
ments. While  speaking  about  with- 
drawal. Israel  is  probably  prepar- 
ing a ..-fetal  attack  on  Hizbullah, 

saysZaaaniri. 

Netanyahu,  he  adds,  may  con- 
sider American  pressures  to  move 
on  the  peace  process  ’ a threat. 
Thus,  Israel’s  initiative  on 
Lebanon  is  a maneuver  by 
Netanyahu  to  get  ahead  of 
Washington’s  agenda  and  distract 


the  attention  away  from  the  Israeli- 
Palestinian  track. 

The  publisher  of  Al-Hayat  al- 
Jadida,  Nabil  A mm,  considers 
Netanyahu's  recent  move  “the 
beginning  of  a new  vicious  circle.” 

Amro  calls  on  Netanyahu  to 
unconditionally  implement 
Resolution  425  as  well  as  the 
agreements  with  the  Palestinians 
and  stop  playing  for  time  to  avoid 
his  obligations,  saying  that  if  it’s 
one  thing  all  the  Arabs  agree  on, 
it’s  that  Israel  must  meet  its  oblig- 
ations before  demanding  anything 
more. 

Weizman  win  welcomed 

The  Palestinians  closely  watched 
the  presidential  election  here,  with 
their  support  going  to  Weizman. 

He  is  one  of  Israel’s  more  impor- 
tant presidents,  mainly  because  of 
his  contribution  to  Middle  East 
peace,  writes  Hani  Habib  in  Al- 
Ayyam,  who  adds  that  “the  people 
like  him”  because,  among  other 
things,  be  attends  funerals  of  terror 
victims  and  visits  wounded  sol- 
diers. 

Shaul  Amor,  on  die  other  hand, 
“is  the  mayor  of  Mujaidal,  which 
die  Israelis  call  Migdal  Ha’eraek.” 
Besides  his  repeated  political  fail- 
ures, “he  does  not  recognize  the 
rights  of  the  Palestinians.” 

On  the  day  the  Knesset  voted  for 
president,  Habib  wrote:  “Today  the 
Israelis  have  to  choose,  wheiher  to 
reelect  the  impolite  Ashkenazi 
genera]  or  the  social  reformer  who 
bates  anything  which  is  not 
Jewish.” 

Intellectual  encounters 

Al-Quds  opened  it  pages  to  the 
discussion  of  the  Arab  intellectu- 
als’ boycott  of  Israel.  A group  of 
Egyptian  intellectuals  had  marked 
a year  since  the  Copenhagen 
Israeli-Arab  conference,  which 
had  convened  to  try  to  circumvent 
this  boycott. 

During  the  year  they  appealed  to 
the  court  against  the  harassment 
they  have  suffered  by  their  profes- 
sional unions.  Thirty  of  them 
launched  the  legal  procedure  need- 
ed to  establish  an  Egyptian  “Peace 


Now”  movement. 

Al-Quds  published  an  interview 
with  the  head  of  the  Egyptian 
group,  the  author  and  journalist 
Lutfi  al-Kholi,  who  tells  about  his 
meetings  in  Israel  with  MKs,  intel- 
lectuals, the  Council  for  Peace  and 
Security,  academics  and  journal- 
ists. 

“The  Israeli  intellectuals  are  like 
the  Arabs:  There  are  those  who  are 
in  favor  of  our  ideas  and  those  who 
oppose  them,"  he  says. 

AI-Kholi  rejects  the  claim  that 
the  group  will  generate  a “civil 
war”  among  Arabs,  especially  in 
Egypt.  Though  only  nine  members 
met  wife  Israelis  in  Copenhagen, 
the  group  has  grown  to  300,  while 
their  opponents  are  a small  num- 
ber of  vocal  journalists  and 
authors  who  have  access  to  the 
media. 

The  author  and  journalist  Salah 
Issa,  an  active  member  of  the  boy- 
cotting camp,  says  in  an  accompa- 
nying interview  that  the 
Copenhagen  group  “has  been 
going  in  fee  wrong  way.” 


contest  fee  sentence.”  Priebke 
told  RAI  state  television  a day 
after  a military  appeals  court  gave 
him  life  for  taking  part  in  the 
1944  massacre  of  335  men  and 
boys. 

Asked  if  he  would  turn  to  the 
European  Court  in  Strasbourg,  he 
replied:  “Of  course...  we  will  do 
feat”. 

Berl  in-bom  Priebke  had 
appealed  against  a 15-year  sen- 
tence. reduced  to  five  years  due 
to  mitigating  circumstances, 
handed  down  last  July  for  his  role 
in  fee  killings  at  the  Ardeatine 
Caves  near  Rome. 

A lawyer  for  relatives  of  fee 
massacre  victims  said  after 
Saturday’s  verdict  feat  Priebke 's 
life  sentence  had  been  suspended 
pending  an  appeal  to  Italy's  high- 
est court  and  he  would  remain 
under  house  arrest. 

Representatives  of  fee  Rome 
Jewish  community  have 
expressed  satisfaction  at  the  life 
sentence.  Seventy-six  of  fee  mas- 
sacre victims  were  Jews. 

“We  never  wanted  revenge, 
only  justice”  said  Sandro  Di 
Castro,  president  of  the  Rome 
Jewish  community.  “The  sen- 
tence represents  a moral  and  his- 
torical condemnation,  which  is 
what  counts.” 

Vice  president  Riccardo 
Pacifici  said  the  sentence  has 
finally  established  fee  principle 
that  Italy  abides  by  the  UN 
General  Assembly  decision  that 
“crimes  against  humanity  have  no 
statute  of  limitations.” 

Rome  Chief  Rabbi  Elio  Toaff 
said,  “The  firm  condemnation  of 
the  ideology  represented  by 
Priebke  is  an  act  of  justice  that 
does  Italy  honor." 


■TiTi? 
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RAPOPORT  GROVE  DEDICATION 

In  memoiy  of  Sergeant  Nikolai  Rapoport 
of  the  IDF  Givati  Brigade  who  fell  in  Lebanon 

Today,  Monday  II  Adar,  5758  {March  9,1998} 

- 9.30  a.m.  at  Ben  Shemen  Forest 

Under  the  patronage  of 
Prime  Minister  Binyamin  Netanyahu 
WZ0  and  Jewish  Agency  Chairman  Avraham  Borg 
Minister  of  immigrant  Absorption  Ynlf  Edelstem 
Family 

Givati  officers  and  soldiers 


in  brief 

Justice  Ministry  opposes  general  amnesty 

The  Justice  Ministry  is  opposed  to  a general  amnesty  for  the 
jubilee  year,  according  to  an  announcement  put  out  after  Justice 
Minister  Tzahi  Hanegbi  met  wife  Attorney-General  Elyakim 
Rubinstein.  State  Attorney  Edna  Arbel  and  Aviva  Gitai,  legal 
adviser  to  fee  president 

“The  view  of  all  those  present  was  feat  legislation  in  favor  of 
amnesty  should  not  be  encouraged  and  the  right  way  is  for  the 
president  to  invoke  his  powers  of  pardon  in  a way  that  will  give 
expression  to  fee  50th  anniversary.”  the  participants  said. 

Batsheva  Tsur 

Former  ‘NewYwk  Post5  editor  dies 

Eric  Breindel,  fee  long-time  editorial  page  editor  of  The  New 
York  Post  and  an  influential  advocate  for  conservative  Jewish 
circles,  died  Saturday  after  a sudden  illness.  He  was  42. 

Until  he  was  appointed  senior  vice  president  of  fee  paper’s 
parent  company.  News  Corp.,  last  year.  Breindel  spent  1 1 years 
at  the  helm  of  fee  New  York  daily  newspaper's  opinion  page. 
Liberals  were  the  usual  targets  of  his  razor-sharp  intellect. 

While  at  fee  Post . he  received  the  1991  national  first  prize  for 
editorial  writing  from  the  Society  of  Professional  Journalists. 

At  his  death,  Breindel  was  a member  of  fee  Council  on 
Foreign  Relations,  was  writing  a book  on  Soviet  espionage  and 
was  the  moderator  of  Fox  News  Watch  on  News  Corp.’s  Fox 
News  Channel. 

Breindel  contributed  to  a variety  of  publications,  including 
Commentary,  The  New  Republic.  The  Wall  Street  Journal  and 
The  Jerusalem  Post.  Marilyn  Henry 

MKs  to  discuss  Nativ  today 

The  subcommittee  on  security  affairs  of  the  Knesset  State 
Control  Committee  will  hold  a marathon  session  today  to  dis- 
cuss Nativ,  the  formerly  clandestine  arm  of  the  government  that 
operated  behind  the  Iron  Curtain,  following  serious  allegations 
of  mismanagement  by  State  Comptroller  Miriam  Ben-Porat. 

GSS  head  Ami  Ayalon,  fee  deputy  head  of  the  Mossad.  Foreign 
Ministry  Director-General  Eytan  Bentsur,  and  Jewish  Agency 
Chairman  Avraham  Burg  will  report  to  the  subcommittee,  chair- 
man Yossi  Katz  (Labor)  said  yesterday.  Batsheva  Tsur 

ILA  workers  may  step  up  sanctions 

The  Israel  Lands  Administration's  workers’  is  to  meet  today 
wife  fee  Government  Employees  Union  to  consider  stepping  up 
fee  sanctions  that  have  been  in  force  since  February  10.  The 
sanctions  were  launched  in  protest  of  plans  to  consolidate 
offices,  which  could  entail  layoffs. 

The  workers  have  been  refusing  to  handle  any  Housing 
Ministry  files  or  cases  involving  zoning  changes  for  agricultural 
land,  in  addition  to  a boycott  of  other  routine  duties,  such  as 
answering  phones  or  forwarding  mail.  Jerusalem  Post  Staff 

Sadbon  new  chief  of  police  investigations 

Cmdr.  Yossi  Sadbon  took  over  yesterday  as  head  of  police 
investigations.  Internal  Security  Minister  Avigdor  Kahalani  said  at 
a ceremony  that  fee  unit  is  the  “most  sensitive  body  m the  state  of 
Israel."  Most  of  its  head  officers  have  been  rotated’recently. 

Sadbon  said  he  would  noi  change  fee  policy  of  his  predecessor 
Cmdr.  Sando  M&zor,  recently  appointed  as  deputy  inspector-gen- . 
eral,  on  conducting  investigations  of  public  officials.  “I  cannot 
imagine  my  hands  being  tied  on  this  matter,”  Sadbon  said.  him. 


Police  believe  Haifa 
murder  suspect  has 
fled  the  country 


By  DAVID  RUDGE 

Haifa  police  are  seeking  fee 
assistance  of  their  colleagues  in 
Germany  and  Interpol  to  help  track 
down  and  capture  the  person  they 
described  as  fee  “fee  prime  sus- 
pect” in  the  murder  of  Tech ni on 
student  Edward  Rotenberg. 

Rotenberg,  23,  from  Ma’alot, 
who  was  studying  mechanical 
engineering  at  the  Tec hn  ion,  was 
found  stabbed  to  death  early 
Saturday  morning  in  fee  stairwell 
of  a building  in  Haifa’s  Hadar  dis- 
trict- 

He  had  been  at  a party  in  a 
recording  studio  in  fee  Nordau 
Street  pedestrian  malt  wife  several 
other  people,  including  his  girl- 
friend. a resident  of  Haifa. 

She  left  fee  party  shortly  after 
Rotenberg,  and  found  him  lying  in 
a pool  of  blood  on  fee  stairs.  MDA 


personnel  pronounced  him  dead  at 
fee  scene. 

Police  believe  feat  the  young 
woman's  former  boyfriend  killed 
Rotenberg,  probably  out  of  jeal- 
ousy, and  then  fled  fee  country. 

The  suspect,  Genady  Gelkin,  26, 
is  a resident  of  Haifa,  who  has 
been  travelling  to  and  from 
Europe,  especially  Germany,  in  fee 
past  few  years. 

It  is  believed  that  Gelkin  arrived 
in  Israel  a few  days  ago  and  was 
either  at  fee  party  at  fee  recording 
studio  or  in  the  vicinity  at  fee  time 
of  fee  murder.  He  flew  back  to 
Germany  from  Ben-Gurion 
Airport  on  Saturday,  a few  hours 
after  Rotenberg  was  killed. 

Supt.  Moshe  Nissan,  spokesman 
for  the  Haifa  police  district,  said 
the  police  would  be  seeking 
Gelkin ’s  extradition  once  he  is 
caught. 


WHY  NOT 
BE  A 

WRITER? 

A recent  survey  shows  that  freelance  writers  can  earn  very 
good  money  in  their  spare  time  writing  the  stories,  articles, 
books,  scripts  etc.  that  editors  and  publishers  want.  Millions 
of  pounds  are  paid  annually  in  fees  and  royalties.  Earning 
YOUR  share  can  be  fun,  profitable  and  creatively  fulfilling. 

To  help  you  become  a published  writer,  we  offer  you  a first-class 
home-study  course  by  professional  writers  - individually  tailored 
tuition  — and  expert  personal  guidance  from  your  tutor.  You  learn 
about  writing  articles,  stories,  novels,  romances,  his  tori  cals, 
journalism,  writing  for  children,  radio.  TV.  the  stage  etc.  You  are  1 
advised  on  style,  presentation,  HOW  TO  SELL  YOUR 
WRITING,  sources  of  ideas  - and  much  more.  In  short,  you  , 
learn  how  to  be  a successful  writer. 

If  you  have  the  urge  to  write,  this  is  the  way  to  start!  It's  ideal 
for  beginners.  No  previous  experience  or  special  education 
required.  You  can  earn  while  you  learn.  Details  free  - including 
EXPERT  OPINIONS.  Send  NOW. 

Full  Refund  if  Not  Successful 

Please  send  me  free  details  ef  ho*  you  can  help  me  la  became  a successful freelance  writer. 
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Yahalom: 


Probe  Gazit 


remarks 


By  HAIM  SHAPIRO 


Transport  Minister  Shaul 
Yahalom  called  on  Atiomey- 
General  Elyakim  Rubinstein  yester- 
day to  order  a criminal  investiga- 
tion into  former  IDF  intelligence 
chief  Shlomo  Gazit,  who  made 
headlines  this  weekend  when  he 
compared  IDF  soldiers  in  knitted 
kippot  with  Nazi  troops  wearing  a 
swastika. 

Yahalom  said  that  Gazit  should 
be  charged  with  incitement  and 
libel,  and  that  not  only  were  his 
comments  insulting  and  degrading, 
but  coming  from  a person  of 
Gazit's  standing,  they  impinged  on 
social  norms.  Therefore  a strong 
reaction  is  called  for,  Yahalom  said. 

Gazit.  who  had  made  the  remarks 
at  Tel  Aviv  University,  sent  a letter 
of  apology  yesterday  to  Chief 
Rabbi  Yisrael  Lau,  who  is  a 
Holocaust  survivor,  saying  he 
would  like  to  repent  for  the  “terrible 
and  stupid  comparison  which  I 
made” 

In  his  letter  Gazit  also  said  that  he 


Court:  No  state 
funding  for  haredi 
youth  movements 


BATSHEVA  TSUR  and  Run 


Four  haredi  youth  movements 
are  to  have  their  Education 
Ministry  funding  cut  off,  by- 
order  of  the  High  Court  of 
Justice,  which  yesterday  accept- 
ed a petition  on  the  matter  filed 
by  Zionist  youth  movements. 

The  court  ruled  yesterday  that 
two  movements  - Tzeirei  Agudat 
Yisrael  (for  boys)  and  the  Aguda 
girls  movement  - should  no 
longer  receive  any  support  since 
they  did  not  fulfill  the  criteria  set 
by  the'  ministry-  for  supporting 
Zionist  youth  movements. 

Agudat  Yisrael  must  return  the 
; money  it  receved  in  advance  last 
..  year,  the  court  ruled. 

With  regard  to  two  other  move* 
• ments,  Tzvaot  Hashem  and 
Pirhei  Hadegel,  the  court  ruled 
that  their  ministry  funding 
should  be  suspended  until  their 
policies  were  thoroughly  exam- 


ined. 

The  Noar  Ha'oved  Vehalomed 
movement  and  the  Council  of 
Youth  Movements  bad  presented 
separate  petitions  to  the  court 
asking  that  the  funding  for  the 
haredi  movements  be  cut  off, 
because  these  movements  do  not 
support  the  Zionist  and  democra- 
tic values  of  the  state,  including 
IDF  or  national  service. 

After  hearing  that  Agudat 
Yisrael  had  formally  announced 
it  would  change  its  platform  but 
in  fact  had  done  nothing.  Justice 
Mishael  Cheshin  said  that  the 
movement  had  not  responded 
properly  to  the  ministry's 
requests  for  clarification. 

“Can  the  leopard  change  its 
spots?"  Cheshin  remarked. 

Heshin  also  criticized  the  min- 
istry for  providing  funds  "so  eas- 
ily" to  Tzvaot  Hashem  and  Pirhei 
Hadegel  without  even  checking 
what  their  platforms  are. 


Where  to  eat  in  Israel 


EILAT 


TANDOORt  Indian  Restaurant - The  only  restaurant  r Israel  where  price  SHAKES 
HANDS  with  QUAUTY  and  quantiy  smtes.  Uvotraftional  Indian  dandngdaiy.  King’s  VWiarf 
iLagoona  Hotel  Tel/Fax.  07-633  879, 636  6674.  Open  noon-3J0  pjTL;  6 pm.-fllftigW 


HERZUYA  PlTUAf 


'TANDOOWlncSan  Restaurant - Only  restaurant  where  price  SHAKES  HANDS  with 
QUALITY  and  quantity  smles.  Buffet  Lunch  NlS  45  (chfciren  NIS  23).Cfoen  noar>3  p.ra; 
.7 pm-1  am. Msrcaam Building, 32 MasHt SLIM. 09454 6702, Tel/Fax 954 6769. 


ATLANTIS  FISH  & SEA  FOOD  RESTAURANT  -Three  Course  Business 
Lunch  for  only  NIS  59  (incl.  one  glass  of  wine).  Open  daily  noon-1  a.m. 
Mercazim  Building,  32  Maskit  St  TeL  09-956  8959. 


JERUSALEM 


ANGELO  RISTORANTE  UAUANO-  Frommer*  1997  Guide  says, 'The  most  superb' 
pasta  in  the  country-.'  Also  fresh  fish  & Roman  specialties.  Kosher  Dairy.  CaH  awnere 
Angelo DiSegraV Lori Rosentaanz for resenfofions. 9 Horkanos.  TeL 02-623 6095.  j 


BIRD  OF  PARADISE  (Old  City)  - Fresh  home  made  food  - Dairy  and 
vegetarian  cuisine.  meBow  atmosphere  in  trie  heart  ot  the  Jewish  Quarter,  live 
.music and  poetry.  Kosher  56  Chabad  St.  (above  the  Carto)  TeL  02-626 4723. 


DARNA  - Authentic  Moroccan  Restaurant,  KOSHER  Our  home  is  your 
home,  3 course  business  lunch,  ind.  traditional  mint  tea.  Only  NIS  59.  gfth 
this  ad.  Open  12-3  pjn.,  6:30-11:30  p.m.  3 Horkanos  SL  Tef.  02-624  5406. 


^EUCALYPTUS- The  taste  of  Israel  from  BibScal  Days.  Exceflant  meat,  fish  & vege- 
tarian dishes  enhanced  by  a masterful  use  of  herbs  and  spices.  Luncheon  specials. 
^Evening  entertainment.  Rare  reviews.  Kosher.  7 Horkenus  St  TeL  02-624  4331. 


KECHAL  SHLOMO  - RESTAURANT/CATERERS  serving  you  the  best,  freshest, 
most  deficfous  food  in  an  exclusive  environment  Functions  for  up  lo  150.  Brit  Mfahs, 
BarMitzvahs,  7 Brachos.  58  King  George  St  Glatt  Kosher/meat  TeL  02-622  3312. 


'kOHlNOOR  Kosher  Indian  Restaurant- Kashrut  supervision  by  Rabbi Mnef 
Fink.  Buffet  lunch  NIS  47  (children  NIS  24)  Open  12-4  p.m.;  6 p.m.-midmghL 
.Hofiday  Inn  Hotel,  The  Crawne  Plaza.  TeL  02-658  8867,TeL/Fax.  02-653  6667. 


^LITTLE  JERUSALEM-  The  Ticho  House,  Kosher  Dairy  & Fish.  Open  for 
breakfast  lunch,  cfinner.  Delightful  garden  setting.  Free  entrance  to  the  famous  Anna 
LTcho  Museum.  Live  Jazz Tuesday  evenings.  9 HaRav  Kook  St  TeL  02-624  4188 


’MARVAD  HAKSAM1N  ORIENTAL  RESTAURANT  - Mid-Eastern  and  Yemenite 
food;  Kosher/meat  Open  for  lunch  & dinner  till  11  p.m.  Sun. -Thu  rs^  Fri.tll  3 pun. 
l16  King  George  St  TeL  02625  447a 


NORMANS  STEAfCN  BURGB?  - Freshest  burgers,  steaks,  ribs,  chicken,  fish,  salads 
and  more,  grffled  to  perfection.  Family  dfning,  American  atmosphere  & service.  Kosher 
.Jerusalem  Rabbinate.  27  Emefc  Reform,  German  Colony,  TeL  02-566  6603. 


r RESTAURANT  MJSHKENOT  SHAANANIM  - Superb  French  cursne  for  lunch  & 
dinner,  7 days  a week.  Outstandng  vwie  oeUar,  elegant  setting  - spectacular  view  - 
^private  room.  Located  inlfemin  Moshe  (below  the  Guest  House  ).TeL  02625 1042. 


R1ENZI  - Candlelight  dining  in  an  elegant  decor.  Fresh  fish  and  homemade 
pasta.  Kosher-Dairy.  Business  lunch  from  NIS  35.  Open  Saturday  night 
10  King  David  St  (Opp  New  Hilton. Hotel).  TeL  02-622  2312. 


A Jerusalem  landmark  - RJMON  RESTAURANT  Grilled  Meats  and  Middle 
Eastern  cuisine.  CAFE  RIMON  Dairy  and  Fish.  Superb  pastry.  Indoor-outdoor 
sealing.  Glatt  Kosher  Limehadrin.  4 Luntz  St  (off  Midrachov).  Tel.  02624  3712 


SH0NERS  - Kreplach  Soup  to  Jerusalem  Mixed  GrilL  Great  food  at  reasonable 
prices,  served  in  a cozy  modem  setting.  Lunch  Bon  specials.  Open  noon-1 1 pm. 
Glatt  Kosher-Liehadrin.  Kanfei  Neshartm  24,  Givat  Shaul.  TeL  02-651-1446 
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knew  the 
work  of 
those  who 
wore  knit- 
ted kippot 
in  the  IDF 
and  he 
saluted 
their  sacri- 
fice and 
military 
success. 
Transport  Minister  He  added, 
Shaul  Yahalom  however, 
that  what 

he  had  expressed  concern  abort  was 
that  the  IDF  allowed  soldiers  to  wear 
an  external  symbol  with  political 

overtones.  

Although  he  had  not  sahHoat  the 
time,  Gazit  said  he  would  also  be 
concerned  if  the  IDF  permitted  left- 
wing  soldiers  to  wear  a Peace  Now 
pm. 

Gazit  also  said  he  had  suggested 
to  the  IDF  chief  chaplain  to  institute 
standard  military  kippot,  in  khaki 
and  blue,  and  thus  eliminate  the 
"private”  kippot. 


Agricultural  relations 


Sari  Nusseibeh,  the  president  of  Al-Quds  University,  (far  right)  tours  the  Hebrew  University  Agriculture  FacoKyin  Rehovot 
yesterday  with  horticulture  expert  Dr.  David  Weiss  (left). 


Phony  rape  story  reveals  a real  problem 


It’s  a tale  that,  on  the  face  of  it, 
has  all  die  trappings  of  a good  - a 
really  good  - newspaper  story. 
Forget  a newspaper  story,  it  would 
make  a great  novel.  Foreign  work- 
ers rape  a haredi  woman,  the 
mother  of  nine  children,  as  she 
leaves  a mikve.  She  and  here  hus- 
band are  deeply  in  love,  but 
because  of  the  Laws  of  Moses,  the 
rabbis  decree  that  he  must  divorce 
her.  The  reason:  The  husband  is  a 
kohen,  descendant  of  the  priestly 
caste,  and  the  wife  of  a kohen  is 
forbidden  to  him  if  she  has  been 
violated. 

The  story  was  told  in  Yediot 
Aha  ran  ot  two  weeks  ago,  and  then 
picked  up  by  all  the  major  media. 
The  radio  talk  shows  had  a field 
day,  the  newspapers  did  follow 
ups,  the  story  even  hit  the  interna- 
tional wires.  The  only  problem  is 
that  it  appears  now,  two  weeks 
after  publication,  that  the  whole 
thing  nevei  happened.  A number 
of  people  went  searching  for  the 
woman,  the  children,  the  foreign 
rapists,  the  rabbis.  Nobody  found 
anything.  Yediot  has  said  it  is 
investigating  the  matter. 

Perhaps  the  reporter  fell  victim 
to  wild  rumors  being  spread  about 
foreign  workers;  perhaps  the 
country  fell  victim  to  shoddy  jour- 
nalism, and  a penchant  to  believe 
the  worst  about  the  haredim. 

According  to  noted  Jewish 
philosopher  Eliezer  Schweid,  the 
whole  episode  puts  into  context  the 


fundamental  gap  separating  the  incident 
religious  and  non-religious  com-  doesn’t  i 
muni  ties.  That  so  many  people  have  den 
were  willing  to  believe  the  stray.  Accorx 
even  though  it  was  poorly  sourced  over  mai 
from  the  beginning,  is  "not  neces-  sexual  et 
sarily  the  result  of  negative  am-  ficult  po 
tudes  toward  the 
haredim,”  Schweid  | 
argued.  “You  can’t 
deny  that  the  stands 

taken  by  the  haredi  ' uf W rannn 

leadership  on  these  • 'WWWRff 
issues-  the  status  of 

women  - provide  a background  and  the 
that  enables  people  to  believe  this  solve  thi 
type  of  thing."  manner  i 


IN  CONTEXT 


incident  did  not  happen,  bat  that 
doesn’t  meant  they  are  clean.  They 
have  done  enough  bad  tilings." 

According  to  Schweid,  friction 
over  matters  of  personal  status  and 
sexual  ethics  is  rare  of  the  most  dif- 
ficult points  of  contention  between 
the  religious  and 
non-religious 
communities. 
“The  law  has 
given  tiie  rab- 
binate authority 
over  these  issues, 
and  the  rabbinate  doesn’t  try  to 
solve  the  problems  that  arise  in  a 
manner  that  is  compatible  with  the 


v-vruw-v  ak't'  : .» 


Schweid  said  that  the  lack  of  ethical  standards  of  the  majority  of 
knowledge  in  the  wider  public  of  the  non-religious  public.  There  is  a 


the  halachic  norms  in  these  areas, 
coupled  by  an  underlying  antago- 
nism toward  the  rabbinic  establish- 
ment for  its  stand  on  issues  over 
which  it  has  sole  control  - mar- 
riage and  divorce  - makes  people 
more  willing  to  buy  these  stories. 

A few  days  after  the  story  broke, 
a demonstration  was  organized  in 
front  of  the  Tel  Aviv  rabbinate, 
with  signs  reading  “Don’t  rape  her 
again,"  “Halacha  against  women," 
“Medieval  darkness,"  and  “Is 
being  raped  a crime."  One  of  the 
demonstrators,  Yael  Doron  of  the 
Rape  Crisis  Center,  said  yesterday 
that  even  though  the  incident  in 
question  may  have  been  made  up, 
“Don’t  make  the  rabbinate  into 
{Hire  righteous  people,  because 
they  are  noL  Maybe  this  specific 


deep  conflict  on  this,  and  it  touches 
especially  on  the  status  of  women. 
The  conventional  wisdom  is  that 
the  halachic  stands  taken  by  the 
rabbinate  discriminate  against 
women.  It  is  against  the  backdrop 
of  this  sensitivity  that  you  can 
understand  why  people  are  willing 
to  easily  believe  these  stories." 

Interestingly  enough.  Rabbi 
Shmuci  Jakobovits,  head  of  Una 
Kevodi,  an  organization  of  haredi 
intellectuals  set  up  to  clarify  hare- 
di stands  on  contemporary  issues, 
said  that  although  the  Yediot  story 
may  or  may  not  be  true,  it  does 
reflect  a genuine  aspect  of  the 
clash  between  the  religious  and 
non-religious  cultures  and  ideolo- 
gies. 

“It  may  be  that  this  particular 


superior. 


SIGMUND  CORNER  B1STRO/CAFE- Art  deco  decor.  Serving  tosher  crepes, 
sandwiches,  soups  & brewed  coffees;  reason^  prices.  Sun.-TTur.  7 am.- 1 am ^ 
fit  7 am.-3  pm. , Sat  6:55  pm-1  am.  Comer  Azza/Ha'ari  Sts.  Tel  02-563-921 Z 


‘Clalit  manipulating 
transplant  recipients’ 


THE  7th  PLACE  - Popular  Jerusalem  dining  spot  authentic  Southern 
Indian  and  dairy  cuisine.  Spacious,  bright  and  frierxSy.  Live  show  every  night 
Kosher.  37  HfflelSL  (Beit  Agron- the  journalists  centerJ.Tel  02-6254495. 


By  JUDY  SIEGEL 


TROCADERO  - New  Itafen  Restaurant  and  Coffee  Shop  in  the  elegant  Judaica 
Center  at  Gush  Ettion  Junction.  Magnifcert  views.  Private  Party  facities.  Free  glass 
at  wine  with  ad.  Open  9 am  - rridnigtt  & Sat  night  Kosher  dairy.  Tel  02993  4040. 


7ZADDUCS  New  York  Style  Deli  - Jerusalem*  authentic  deS.  Corned  beef, 
roast  beef,  brisket,  salami,  aff-beef  hot  dogs,  H&H  bagels,  efraft  beer.  Kosfwr-Mebadrin. 
2 Trfferet Yisrael  SL,  The  Jewish  Quarter.  IOam-1 0 pm  TeL  02-62721 48. 


Transplant  patients  charged 
yesterday  that  Kupat  Holim 
Clalit  was  forcing  them  to  under- 
go vital  tests  in  the  health  fund’s 
own  community  clinic  labs 
instead  of  referring  them  to  trans- 
plant units  in  the  hospitals  where 


they  underwent  surgery. 
The  patients  argued  t 


GAULEE-MITZPE  M1CHMAN1M 


TAIKO  -Traditional  Japanese  home  cooking  known  for  its  aesthetic  and  health 
quaffitas.  Adjacent  stuefo  and  exhibition  of  kimono  design  by  the  artisL  A matyificert 
vt0w  of  tower  GaSee  from  the  peak  of  ML  Kanrn  TeUFtet  04988  4989. 


NEGEV 


DUSHARA  NABATEAN  RESTAURANT-  Pastoral  atmosphere,  in  heart  of  Mamshit 

antiqi^siteolthef'tebateanperiodFood.dQCorrSifispirtoftheperiod.OpenMon- 

sgaL  closed  Fri  eves  aid  hoidayevas- Reservations  required. TflL  07-655-5596, 655674 


ROSH  PINA 


B’BAYIT  SHEL  RAW  - in  the  heart  of  oldRosh  Pina,  find  an  Intimate 
and  special  restaurant  saving  casseroles,  steak  and  vegetariai  food. 
^Gourmet  cooking  and  reasonaHe  prices.  Telefax:  0668361 92 


TEL  AVIV 


Ramat-Aviv  Hotel,  151  NarwRCL  Garden  rooms  (tourist  class).  12  hate  lor 
seminars  wettings,  Bar-fritzvas,  BrShs.  Visit  our TAFONWW  teSan  hasher  resteuranL 
fine  parking.  For  reservations:  TeL  036926777,  Fax.  036996997. 


The  patients  argued  that  doc- 
tors who  took  care  of  them  in  the 
hospitals  were  expert  in  the  field 
and  sensitive  to  every  change  in 
their  blood  electrolyte  level  and 
other  variables. 

Community  clinic  staff,  they 
stud,  were  not  specialists  in  this, 
and  a senior  administrator  of  a 
large  transplant  hospital  charged 
he  knew  of  some  cases  in  which 
Clalit  labs  listed  the  wrong  blood 
type  for  patients. 

The  administrator  said  that 
Clalit’s  Dr.  Michael  Weiner 
issued  instructions  on  January  1 
requiring  all  members  who  had 
undergone  organ  transplants  to 
be  monitored  only  at  the  health- 
fund-owned  Rabin  Medical 
Center-Beilinson  Hospital  or 
Clalit  community  clinics.  He  said 


he  suspected  that  the  new  orders 
were  a sign  that  by  increasing  red 
tape,  Clalit  intends  to  discourage 
medically  expensive  transplant 
patients  from  remaining  in  tire 
health  fund. 

“There  are  only  hundreds  of 
such  patients,  and  they  have 
enough  medical  troubles  without 
being  shunted  from  one  place  to 
another,"  he  concluded. 

The  Clalit  spokeswoman 
denied  the  allegations,  saying 
that  transplant  patients  who 
underwent  surgery  in  Jerusalem 
can  be  monitored  at  a hospital 
there.  All  the  rest,  she  said, 
undergo  follow-ups  at  Beilinson, 
which  has  a National  Transplant 
Center,  routine  lab  tests  that  can 
be  completed  “within  a reason- 
able time"  will  be  conducted  in 
community  clinic  labs  and 
answers  will  be  sent  to  Clalit 
hospitals. 

The  spokeswoman  insisted  that 
if  there  is  danger  of  organ  rejec- 
tion and  die  health  fund  doctor 
sees  the  need  for  urgent  tests,  the 
health  fund  will  refer  the  member 
to  the  hospital  and  cover  the 
costs. 


RESTAURANT  CAFE  TEL  AVIV  (former  Mand/S)  - ftafian  A 
Mediterranean  Cuisine.  “DeJidous—  Fantastic-  Out  of  this  world—"  Open  for 
lunch  and  dfoner.  Bayarton  317,  Tel  Aviv.  TeL  03-5446282,  lor  reservation. 


TANDOOfQ  Indian  Restaurant  -The  only  Ircfian  restaurant  where  price  SHAKES  HANDS 
wilh  QUAUTY  and  quantity  smUes.  Buffet  Lunch  NIS  45  (cWtien  MS  23).  Open  1230  pm- 
330  pm;  7 pm-1  am  2 Zamenhoif St, OeengollSq. TeL 03629 8186, 629 6605. 


1 00  Continuous  Days  at  special  rate 


To  appear  it  this  fecial  tourism  citan 
orloritiwdetails-  sendtota 

100  DAYS  Fax.  02-5388  408 


Do  you  have  an  old  family  Pessah  recipe 
you  would  like  to  share  with  us? 

Send  us  your  recipes  with  a little  background  information 
(if  you  have  any)  and  we  will  be  glad  to  publish  it 
(space  permitting)  In  our  next  edition  of  BaTzefula 
which  will  be  coming  out  on  Pessah  (March  27). 

Please  write  to 

Ba’keliiia  Secipies 

■ The  Jerusalem  Post  POB  81  Jerusalem  91000. 


^ TeL  M 0333  (RUM)  Fax:  03439Q277 
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HIstadrut  * a 
comptroller  tflk 
finds  severe  ' , *= 
wrongdoing  # 


By  MICHAL  YUPELMAM 


instance  was  fabricated,  but  there 
is  something  here  that  is  a matter 
of  conflict,”  Jakobovits  said. 
“ According  to  the  Torah,  a kohen 
is  not  allowed  to  continue  to  live 
wife  his  wife  if  she  was  raped. 
What  we  really  have  here  is  a deep 
conflict  between  two  ideologies. 

“The  papers  and  media  play  it 
up,  because  they  are  eager  to  sfeow 
that  in  the  perspective  of  modem, 
universalis!,  human  values,  there 
are  elements  in  Torah  ideology 
that  are  - to  their  minds  - unac- 
ceptable. But  I say  it  is  specifical- 
ly issues  such  as  these  that  are  lit- 
mus tests  of  our  faith,  and  of  our 
belief  in  Tbrah  from  heaven.”  ■ 

He  said  that  accepting  painful 
decrees  such  as  these  is  a “sign  of 
acceptance  of  the  heavenly  law.” 
Jakobovits  said  that  although  the 
particular  incident  may  not  have 
happened,  “it  could  happen*  He 
said  there  are  other  factors  that 
could  come  into  play  feat  would 
lead  to  a more  lenient  opinion  by 
the  rabbinical  courts,  “and  there 
may  very  well  be  only  a few 
instances  where  this  rhalachic] 
principle  will  be  applied.  But  the 
principle  is  there. 

“The  real  issue  at  hand  in  Israeli 
society  is  the  principle,  not  the 
actual  incident  That  is  fee  central 
issue  facing  us  today'-  feat  one 
side  views  Traah  as  supreme  and 
unassailable,  while  fee  other  side 
believes  that  universal  values  are 


Severe  mismanagement  and 
financial  disorders  were  exposed 
by  the  Histadrut  comptroller's 
report  for  1996,  which  was  pre- 
sented to  the  labor  federation's 
pari  lament  yesterday. 

The  target  of  fee  harshest  criti- 
cism was  the  H&adm’s  Haifa 
branch,  which  violated  regulations 
by  handing  over  the  Hanoar 
Haoved  Vehatomed  building  to  the 
Shas  party,  without  charging  rent. 

- In  addition,  fee  Haifa  labor 
council  sold  die  KJryat  Haim 
Stadium  to  businessman  Rubi 
Shapira.  who  was  fee  first  one 
offered  die  deal,  without  required 
approval  from  Histadrut  institu- 
tions. 

The  report  exposes  severe  flaws 
in  the  management  .of  the 
Histadrut’s  assets  company, 
formed  at  the  beginning  of  1995, 
after  a new  leadership  was  elect. 
ed-The  company  handles  assets 
worth  hundreds  of  millions  of 
shekels.  _ . • 

The  comptroller  found  that  fee 
assets  company's  internal  comp- 
troller earned  200%  more  than 
what  had  been  approved  by  the 
board  of  directors.  In  addition,  fee 
company’s  legal  adviser  handled 
some  outside  transactions,  despite 
an  inherent  conflict  of  interests. 

The  committee  for  appointing 
lawyers  overstepped  Its  authority 

- winch  was  to  recommend 
lawyers  and  how  much  they 
should  be  paid  - by  dividing  up 
assets  among  fee  lawyers  and 
approving  a list  of  outside  attor- 
neys, without  obtaining  approval 
from  the  board  of  directors. 

. • Commenting  an  fee  sale  of 
T-andau  House  in  Nearer,  the 
comptroller  - concludes  the 
Histadrut’s  asset  manager  in  Haifa 
exceeded  his  authority  and  acted 
improperly  by  intervening  in  the 
deal. 

In  another  case,  fee  Histadrut  is 
found  to  have  refrained  from 
claiming  some  half  a million 
shekels  that  previous  leaders  gave 
Shas  in  1994  fiir  fictitious  ads  in 
fee  party’s  Yom  Leyom  newspaper. 

The  affair  was  revealed  at  fee 
trial  of  former  Histadrut  treasury 
manager  Meir  Sfeigman,  which 
endetf-  three  months  ago,  Yediot 
Aharonot  reported  last  weekemL 
Jh'exchange  fbrthe  money,~Shas 
was  supposed  to  have  Supported 
then  Hikadrut  secretary-general 
Haim  Haberfeld  in  the  elections. 
But  Shas  took  fee  money  and 
joined  Halm  Ramon’s  rival  fac- 
tion, Ram. 


Tomarkin 
gets  reward 
denied  him  by 
YadVashem 


By  JUKOH  MFUUI SOIWBI 
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‘‘Freedom  for  Israel,"  a new  orga- 
nization calling  for  separation 
between  religion  and  government, 
held  its  founding  meeting  last  night 
in  Tel  Aviv. 

In  a symbolic  act,  the  group 
awarded  a prize  to  artist  Yigal 
Tomarkin,  who  was  supposed  to 
receive  a prize  from  Yad  Vashem 
last  year,  but  was  denied  the  prize 
because  of  charges  feat  he  made 
insulting  remarks  about  haredim. 
The  non-profit  organization,  which 
was  formed  by  a small  group  of 
friends  and  has  enrolled  200  mem- 
bers over  the  past  six  months, 
declares  that  while  it  do  not  want 
to  eliminate  the  Jewish  character 
of  the  state,  irdoes  want  to  drasti- 
cally reduce  die  amount  of  politi- 
cal power  wielded  by  religious 
leaders. 

“While  keeping  in  mind  that  we 
are  in  a Jewish  country,  we  believe 
feat  religious  institutions  should  not 
be  ran  by  the  state  or  financed  by  it 
We  aren’t  anti-religion;  people 
should  be  able  to  have  religious 
weddings  if  they  want  to,  but  they 
shouldn’t  be  forced  into  doing  so. 
We  believe  in  freedom  of  choice, 
including  fee  choice  to  be  as  Jewish 
as  one  wishes,”  said  Assaf  Katan,  fee 
group's  administrative  director. 

Katan  claims  feat  some  of  the  - 
group’s  members  are  Orthodox,  but 
believe  that  religion  has  suffered 
from  becoming  too  intertwined  wife 
politics. 

“Another  demonstration,  another 
petition  to  fee  High  Court  isn't  going 
to  change  tilings.  We  need  to  change 
fee  entire  structure  of  the  way  tins 
country  approaches  religion,  a way 
ttei  currently  causes  misunderstand- 
ing and  increases  hatred  and  resent- 
ment between  Jews,”  said  Dr.  Yiival 
Karoiel,  spokesman  for  fee  group. 

He  said  feat  fee  organization  did 
not  lave  a specific  existing  model  ' 
country  in  mind  for  the  dynamic  . 
between  government  and  religioa 
but was  looking  around  fee^ world  for 
creative  alternatives  from  which  to 
build  its  own  model.  “We  don’t  want 

to  just  become  America,”  he  said. 

. Tel  Aviv  Mayor  Room  MBo  was 
scheduled  to  speak  at  last  nighl’s 
meeting. 
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NEWS 


Australian  Jewish  leaders  urge 
Knesset  probe  of  bridge  disaster 


By  AHYEH  DEAN  COHEN 

Leadere  from  two  key  Australian 
Jewish  groups  have  asked  the 
Knesset  to  launch  its  own  probe  of 
how  organizers  handled  the  bridge 
collapse  at  the  Maccabiah  Gaines 
last  summer,  in  which  four  people 
died. 

Diane  Shtetnman,  president  of 
the  Executive  Council  of 
Australian  Jewry  and  Ron  Weiser, 


president  of  the  Zionist  Federation 
of  Australia,  wrote  Knesset 
Speaker  Dan  Tichon,  that  “a  rift 
between  - Australian  Jewry  and 
Israel  has  occurred  in  the  aftermath 
of  the  collapse  of  the  bridge  over 
the  Yarfcon  River.” 

“One  outstanding  issue,  which 
does  not  appear  to  be  in  the  process 
of  resolution,  is  the  call  for  (he 
establishment  of  an  inquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  die  organizers  of  the 


15th  Maccabiah  which  is  both  truly 
independent  and  seen  to  be  truly 
independent.  We  recognize  that  the 
majority  of  issues  concerning  the 
tragedy  have  either  been  resolved 
or  arc  m the  process  of  being 
resolved,"  the  letter  went  on. 

“But  despile  the  Do  tan  Report, 
subsequent  police  investigations 
and  indictments  _ there  has  yet  to 
be  proper  scrutiny  of  the  actual 
organization  and  conduct  of  the 


15th  Maccabiah. 

“We  do  not  doubt  that  the  indi- 
viduals on  the  commission  inquir- 
ing into  these  mailers,  appointed  by 
the  Maccabi  World  Union,  are  emi- 
nent people  but  the  fact  that  they 
hold  positions  within  MWU  is  an 
impediment  to  justice  being  per- 
ceived to  have  been  done,**  it  added. 
“Our  organizations  believe  that  the 
only  course  of  action  that  can  lead 
to  a healing  in  the  aftermath  of  this 


tragedy  is  the  establishment  of  a 
Knesset  inquiry  into  the  entire 
afTait.,,the  letter  concluded. 

Several  families  of  disaster  vic- 
tims have  also  been  pressing  for  an 
independent  investigation. 
Maccabi  World  Union  leaders  have 
resisted,  saying  their  own  internal 
inquiry  is  enough. 

Tichon,  who  was  in  Eilat  yester- 
day, had  not  yet  seen  the  letters,  a 
spokesman  said. 


Survey:  Women  paid  30%  less  than  men 


witness 
sentenced 
for  perjury 

. Yosef  Reitzer,  who  testified  for 
the  prosecution  in  the  ongoing 
trial  of  MK  Ary  eh  Deri  on  fraud 
charges,  was  yesterday  sentenced 
to  six  months'  suspended  and 
fined  N1S  30,000  by  Jerusalem 
Magistrate’s  Court  for  having 
committed  perjury. 

The  indictment  against  Reitzer 
said  that  he  on  die  night  before  he 
was  to  testify,  in  May  1996,  he 
met  with  Moshe  Weinberg,  one 'of 
Deri’s  co-defendants  and  dis- 
cussed die  case  and  his  upcoming 
testimony. 

Judge  Aharon  Farkash  noted  that 
Reitzer  had  been  declared  a hostile 
witness  because  his  testimony  in 
court  contradicted  what  he  had 
told  the  police  in  1992. 

The  indictment  said  that 
Reitzer’s  perjury  materially  effect- 
ed the  case,  both  in  regard  to  die 
credibility  of  Weinberg  and  to  the 
value  of  Reitzer  "s  contradictory 
version  of  events. 

Reitzer's  attorney,  Yair  Golan, 
contended  that  Reitzer  had  met 
with  the  prosecutor  to  discuss  his 
testimony  on  the  afternoon  before 
he  was  to  testify.  This,  he  main- 
tained, made  it  impossible  that  he 
gave  a different  version  on  die 
witness  stand.  He  also  said  that 
had  the  perjury  not  been  in  a case 
as  prominent  as  that  against  Eteri, 
the  chances  that  his  hisclient 
vjipjdd'  Save  beeajt 
minuted  ••  * V 
•.j.riThe  ’tjoatt  saidttba£rjn.  passing 
sentence,  it  had-  take?  both  die 
public  interest  .and  Reitzer's 
exceptional  personal  circumstance 
- he  had  come  to  Israel  specifical- 
ly to  testify  - into  consideration. 

(Itim) 


BylBCHALYUPBAIAM 

Women  are  paid  some  30%  less 
than  men  for  equivalent  jobs,  but' 
tend  to  avoid  complaining  for 
fear  of  being  fired,  according  to  a 
survey  published  yesterday  for 
Internationa]  Woman’s  Day  by 
Naamat  and  the  Association  for 
Citizens  Rights. 

In  releasing  the  survey,  both 
groups  also  launched  an  “equal 
pay  for  equal  work”  campaign. 

“The  law  for  equal  pay  is  not 
being  enforced  and  remains  a 
dead  letter  in  the  law  books,” 
Naamat  Chairperson  Ofra 
Friedman  said.  T have  yet  to  hear 
of  a trade  union  or  workers’eom- 
raittce  which  imposes  sanctions 
or  declares  a labor  dispute 
because  its  women  workers  are 
earning  less  than  the  men.” 

Friedman  said  that  the  discrim- 
ination runs  across  the  board  in 
every  level,  from  low  to  high 
income  brackets.  She  cited  the 
case  of  Environment  Ministry 
Director-General  Nehama  Ronen, 
who  discovered  months  after  her 
appointment  that  she  was  earning 
less  than  male  peers  in  other  min- 
istries. 

Many  employers  evade  the 
equal  pay  law  by  fading  to  pay 
women  die  salary  additions  and 
benefits  that  are  often  piled  onto  a 
basic  wage,  Friedman  noted. 

“Employers  don’t  lift  a finger  to 
correct  die  injustice,  because  they 
gain  large  sums  of  money  from 
workers’  ignorance  regarding 
their  rights,  and  the  unions  don’t 
. fight  for  it,”  riie  explained.  . 

(Naamat  aqd  the  Citizens  Rights 
Association  plan  to  inform  work- 
era  -of-  their.!  rights  and  provide 
-legal  counseling- and  represen ta- 
tioivfor  women  who  decide  to  sue 
their  employers. 

The  Union  of  Local  Authorities 
yesterday  ordered  local  govern- 
ment to  implement  a cabinet  deci- 


NEWS 

in  brief 


Israeli  pleads  guilty  to  fraud  in  US  court 

Ron  Amiran  may  face  up  to  five  years  in  prison  after  pleading 
guilty  in  a federal  court  in  Los  Angeles  to  defrauding  a local 
bank  of  $1.2  million.  Amiran.  60,  had  been  a fugitive  for  seven 
years.  He  was  taken  into  custody  when  a plane  he  was  piloting 
wandered  into  protected  airspace  over  Las  Vegas. 

Amiran  controlled  several  Los  Angeles-based  mongage  and 
escrow  businesses,  according  to  Assistant  US  Attorney  Hamel 
M.  Rolnick.  Under  contract  to  provide  loan  services  fora  pen- 
sion fund  managed  by  Security  Pacific  National  Bank  in  the  mid- 
1 980s,  Amiran  negotiated  a S6.7  million  loan  from  the  bank  to  a 
New  Mexico  firm,  she  alleged.  However,  he  fraudulently  divert- 
ed $1.2  million  to  his  own  account,  Rolnick  charged.  Sentencing 
has  been  set  for  June  9.  Tom  Tugend 

Okev  apologizes  for  shooting  British  tourists 

Daniel  Okev,  the  retired  army  major  who  shot  and  killed  a 
British  tourist  and  wounded  his  girlfriend,  yesterday  apologized 
through  his  lawyer  to  the  victims’  families.  Okev  “is  very  sorry 
and  hie  wants  the  families  in  England  to  know  that  he  is  sorry,” 
attorney  David  Yifiach  said.  "Mr.  Okev  did  not  have  any  inten- 
tion to  kill.”  The  trial  of  Okev,  who  is  charged  with  killing 
Jeffrey  Hunter,  22.  and  wounding  HunterVgirlfriend  Charlotte 
Gibb  last  August,  began  yesterday  in  Beersheba  District  Court. 

AP 

Suspect  remanded  in  sexual  molestation  case 

Tel  Aviv  Magistrates  Court  yesterday  remanded  a suspect  in  the 
sexual  molestation  of  a 1 3-year-old  boy  for  another  three  days. 

The  suspect,  Abu  Soliman,  30,  from  Kafr  Bara,  was  arrested  at 
the  stan  of  last  week. 

The  man  allegedly  kidnapped  the  boy  after  meeting  him  in  an 
amusement  arcade  in  Tel  Aviv.  Police  claim  he  dragged  the  boy 
into  his  car  and  drove  to  a parking  lot  where  the  molestation  took 
place.  Galii  Lipids  Beck 

Shots  tired  at  Haifa  TV  station 

Several  shots  were  fired  from  a passing  car  at  the  offices  of  the 
Matav  cable  television  station  on  the  southern  outskirts  of  Haifa 
yesterday.  There  were  no  casualties,  although  a window  was 
damaged.  David  Rudge 


‘Beware  dangerous 
Purim  toys’  - MDA 


Communications  Minister  Lhnor  Livnat  addresses  a special  Tel  Aviv  City  Council  meeting  yes- 
terday, marking  International  Women’s  Day.  (Vaet  s«nckh/isnei  Sum 


sion  calling  for  affirmative  action 
'in  employment. 

' Tt  is 'unthinkable  that  in  the 
year  2,000  women  should  not  be 
represented  according  to  their 
proportion  in  the  population,” 
ULA  Chairman  Adi  Eldar  said 
yesterday. 


The  Foreign  Ministry's  report 
to  the  United  Nations  regarding 
the  status  of  women  in  Israel 
shows  that  despite  progressive 
legislation,  the  economic,  politi- 
cal and  judiciary  elites  are  still 
dominated  almost  exclusively  by 
men. 


The  report  finds  that  Israeli 
women  are  paid  less  than  men. 
are  grossly  under-represented  in 
the  Knesset  and  government,  and 
that  the  murderer  of  a man  gels  a 
heavier  prison  sentence  than 
someone  convicted  of  murdering 
a woman. 


Mayors:  City  social  services 
may  have  to  be  shut  down 


Naveh  to  visit  Pollard 


- Bf  EUJ  WOHUjBMBjffEH . 

The  mayors  of  the  three  largest 
cities  — Jerusalem,  Tel  Aviv  and 
Haifa  - warned  yesterday  that  their 
social  services  may  have  to  close 
down  unless  the  government 
comes  through  with  assistance. 

“The  main  problem  is  the  gap 
between  the  needs,  and  the 
resources  that  are  available  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  population” 
said  Amram  Mitzna,  mayor  of 
Haifa.  “The  government  is  not 
increasing  the  resources  and  we. 
the  municipalities,  are  on  the  front 
lines  dealing  with  the  people  - and 
we  have  to  give  answers.  We  can’t 
say  there  is  no  money,  there  is  no 
budget  and  there  are  no  social 
workers."  Mitzna,  Tfel  Aviv  Mayor 
Ronni  Milo  and  Jerusalem  Mayor 
Ehnd  Olrnert  met  at  Jerusalem’s 
City  Hall  yesterday  to  discuss  the 
ever-growing  gap  between  needs 
and  resources  in  the  areas  of 
health,  assistance  to  the  aged,  the 
poor,  children  and  drug  addicts. 

They  alleged  that  their  cities, 
which  comprise  21.1  percent  of 
the  country’s  population,  are  not 
getting  their  fair  share  of  the  pie, 
and  are  in  danger  of  having  to  cut 
back  - or  curtail  - some  of  the  ser- 
vices they  administer. 

“This  is  the  paradox  here,”  said 
Olmert.  “The  municipalities  are 
the  long  arm  of  the  government  in 


Jerusalem  Mayor  Ehnd  Olmert  (right)  speaks  to  his  Tel  Aviv 
counterpart  Ronni  Milo  at  a meeting  yesterday  in  the  city  coun- 
cil room  in  Jerusalem.  (Arid  Jerozoiinukii 


implementing  the  social  policies 
of  welfare,  and  while  they  are 
required  by  law  to  provide  the  ser- 
vices as  defined  by  the  govern- 
ment, the  government  does  not 
provide  ns  with  the  means  to  do  it 
in  the  appropriate  way." 

Olmert  said  Jerusalem  is  unique 
in  that  it  has  the  largest  population 
needing  services,  while  its  income 
per  capita  is  the  smallest  of  the 
three  cities. 

Mitzna  said  that  to  avoid  cutting 
back  on  social  services  in  Haifa,  in 
trying  to  find  solutions  in  Haifa  so 
as  to  avoid  cutting  back  on  ser- 
vices, “all  the  employees  of  the 


municipality  voluntarily  gave  up 
4%  of  their  salaries  in  the  last  two 
years.” 


ByBATSHEVATSUR 

Cabinet  secretary  Dan  Naveh, 
who  is  in  charge  of  coordinating 
efforts  to  secure  Jonathan 
Pollard’s  release,  is  planning  to 
visit  the  convicted  spy  in  his 
Burner,  North  Carolina  jail  in  the 
next  few  weeks. 

Naveh  informed  Pollard’s  wife, 
Esther  Zeitz-Pollard.  that  Prime 
Minister  Binyamin  Netanyahu  has 
given  the  go-ahead  for  such  a visit 
and  that  further  visits  could  be 
expected. 

Zeitz-Pollard  met  yesterday  with 
Absorption  Minister  Yuli  Edelstein 
and  Communications  Minister 
Limor  Livnat  of  the  ministerial 
steering  committee  on  the  Pollard 
case,  as  well  as  Naveh  and  other 
government  officials.  She  said  later 
that  the  meeting  was  “good.” 

Livnat  had  pointed  out  that  all 
aspects  of  Pollard’s  case  are  being 
affected  by  the  issue  of  his  official 
recognition  as  an  Israeli  agent  - an 
issue  which  Pollard’s  lawyers  last 


week  took  to  the  High  Court  of 
Justice.  Zeitz-Pollard  added  that 
she  had  presented  the  steering 
committee  with  a list  of  requests 
from  her  husband. 

Pollard  said,  through  his  wife, 
that  “ministerial  visits  are  the  most 
effective  way  of  getting  across  the 
message  of  the  seriousness  of  the 
government’s  intentions.”  He 
stressed  that  time  is  of  the  essence 
since  his  health  is  deteriorating. 

Over  the  weekend,  Yitzhak  Oren 
of  the  Israeli  Embassy  visited 
Pollard.  “My  orders  are  to  deal 
wife  your  release  in  the  most  inten- 
sive way.”  he  reportedly  told 
Pollard.  "I  am  doing  for  you  what  I 
would  do  for  an  agent.” 

According  to  Zeitz-Pollard. 
Naveh  also  confirmed  feat  a meet- 
ing last  week  between  B’nai  B’rife 
President  Tommy  Baer  and  Pollard 
had  been  at  fee  behest  of  the  Prime 
Minister's  Office.  Baer  said  later 
that,  if  the  US  did  not  release 
Pollard  soon,  it  would  be  “a  second 
Dreyfus  case,"  she  said. 


By  JUDYSEGEL 
and  ARYEH  DEAN  COHEN 

Purim  is  still  a few  days  away, 
but  Magen  David  Adorn  already 
has  its  hands  full  treating  and 
evacuating  children  wounded  by 
explosives. 

MDA  is  urging  parents  and 
teachers  to  warn  children  against 
playing  with  explosives  and  caps 
and  to  ensure  feat  Purim  costumes 
and  accessories  are  not  flamma- 
ble; every  year,  children  are 
burned  when  sparks  from  cap  pis- 
tols ignite  costumes. 

The  Union  of  Local  Authorities 
has  issued  a similar  warning,  not- 
ing that  pupils  in  a Dimona  school 
last  week  put  firecrackers  in  the 
shirt  of  one  of  their  classmates, 
which  almost  set  his  hair  on  fire. 
The  Education  Ministry  issued  a 
special  circular  urging  teachers  to 
explain  fee  dangers  lo  children. 

Do  not  use  cotton  wool,  paper, 
rayon,  plastic  and  other  inflamma- 
ble materials  in  Purim  costumes, 
fee  first-aid  and  ambulance  orga- 
nization said  yesterday.  In  addi- 
tion, those  who  use  devices  that 
make  a lot  of  noise  should  never 
aim  them  at  ears  or  eyes,  as  this 
can  cause  irreversible  damage. 

Tell  children  in  advance  what  to 
do  if  a costume  catches  fire.  The 
victim  should  lie  on  fee  ground 
and  be  rolled  in  sand  or  earth,  or 
the  flames  should  be  doused  wife 
large  amounts  of  water.  The  vic- 
tim’s head  should  never  be  cov- 
ered and  his  burnt  clothing  should 
not  be  removed.  Don’t  put  greasy 
creams  on  burned  skin,  but  cool  it 
wife  water. 

Among  the  items  the  ULA 
warned  parents  lo  watch  out  for 
are  body  paint  which  blocks  up 
pores  and  can  be  poisonous; 


clothes,  fake  hair,  beards  or  cos- 
tumes made  of  flammable  materi- 
als, and  costumes  which  make  it 
hard  for  the  youngsters  to  see  or 
walk. 

Don’t  spray  canned  “snow"  into 
die  eyes  or  face  or  on  any  exposed 
skin.  If  this  chemical  enters -the 
eyes,  wash  them  with,  water.  If  a 
spark  gets  into  an  eye.  wash  it  wife 
water  and  take  fee  victim  to  a 
medical  facility  or  call  an  MDA 
ambulance. 

The  ULA  also  warned  parents  to 
make  sure  feat  at  parties  there  are 
no  paper  decorations  too  close  to 
hoi  light  bulbs.  It's  recommended 
feat  a first-aid  kit  be  on  hand  at 
any  Purim  party. 

Police  and  inspectors  of  the 
Industry  and  Trade  Ministry  have 
begun  visiting  stores  and  confis- 
cating illegal  and  dangerous  toys, 
explosives  and  sprays. 

Last  week.  Tel  Aviv  area  police 
confiscated  large  quantities  of 
explosives  of  various  kinds,  along 
wife  "snow“  spray  cans. 

Some  proprietors  were  fined, 
while  others  will  be  charged 

The  Chief  Rabbinate  also 
warned  feat  some  of  fee  wines  and 
ofeer  liquor  being  sold  in  gro- 
ceries and  supermarkets  may  not 
be  kosher. 

Rabbi  Haim  Zilber,  head  of  fee 
rabbinate’s  import  department, 
specifically  mentioned  Irish  creme 
and  pina  colada  liqueurs,  which 
may  contain  unsupervised  milk,  as 
weil  as  ouzo  and  cheny  brandy, 
which  may  contain  non-kosher 
wine. 

The  rabbinate  has  issued  a list  of 
284  imported  items  that  have  been 
approved  as  kosher,  and  anything 
not  appearing  on  the  list  should  be 
presumed  not  kosher,  Zilber  said. 

him  contributed  to  this  report. 
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World  powers  to  warn  Belgrade  on  Kosovo 


By  PAUL  TAYLOR 


LONDON  (Reuters! -The  major 
powers  are  set  lo  send  a stem 
warning  to  Yugoslav  President 
Slobodan  Milosevic  against  pursu- 
ing a bloody  crackdown  on  ethnic 
Albanians  in  Kosovo. 

But  while  the  Contact  Group 
powers,  meeting  in  London  today, 
were  expected  to  underline  the 
need  for  outside  mediation,  they 
were  unlikely  to  agree  on  either 
economic  sanctions  or  military 
intervention,  officials  said. 

Foreign  ministers  of  the  United 
States,  Britain,  France.  Germany 
and  Italy,  and  a Russian  deputy 
foreign  minister,  will  hold  an 
emergency  session  on  former 
Yugoslavia  for  the  first  time  since 
the"  1995  Dayton  peace  accords  on 
Bosnia. 

The  Contact  Group  was  formed 
during  Bosnia's  war  in  1994  to 
coordinate  Big  Power  peace  diplo- 
macy dealing  with  the  region  of 
former  Yugoslavia. 

The  talks  follow  a week-long 
offensive  by  Serbian  security 
forces  against  the  rebel  Albanian 
Kosovo  Liberation  Army  (KLA)  in 
which  at  dozens  of  people  have 
died  in  the  southern  Serbian 


sanctions  on  rump  Yugoslavia. 

But  the  focus  at  today's  meeting 
was  likely  to  be  diplomatic  action 
in  light  of  the  absence  of  Russian 
Foreign  Minister  Yevgeny 
Primakov.  Moscow's  opposition  to 
any  talk  of  sanctions  and  reported 
misgivings  in  France  and  Italy 
about  punitive  economic  mea- 
sures. 

The  major  powers  will  press 
Milosevic  to  accept  a mediation 
mission  by  former  Spanish  prime 
minister  Felipe  Gonzalez  on  behalf 
of  the  Organization  for  Security 
and  Cooperation  in  Europe  - the 
largest  pan-European  security 
grouping. 

Gonzalez  brought  a solution  to  a 
1996  stand-off  between  Milosevic 
and  Serbian  opposition  parties 
over  disputed  municipal  elections- 
But  the  Yugoslav  president  has  not 
yet  agreed  to  accept  an  OSCE  mis- 
sion in  Kosovo. 

Milosevic  has  so  far  rejected  any 
internationalization  of  what  he 
insists  is  an  internal  “terrorism" 
problem. 

Western  governments  are  deeply 
concerned  at  the  danger  of  the  con- 
flict drawing  in  neighboring 
Albania  and  Macedonia,  which 
has  a restive  ethnic  Albanian 


province. 

British  Foreign  Secretary  Robin 
Cook  said:  “As  chairman.  1 will 
! want  to  send  a clear  message  to 
President  Milosevic  that  the 
repression  should  stop." 

“It  is  clear  from  weekend  reports 
that  the  violence  in  Kosovo  has 
continued."  he  said  in  a statement. 
"We  do  not  accept  that  this  is 
merely  an  internal  matter." 

US  Secretary  of  State  Madeleine 
Albright  toured  Western 
Europe  at  the  weekend  seeking 
support  for  a package  of  economic 
and  diplomatic  measures  to  pres- 
sure Milosevic  to  stop  the 
bloodshed  and  negotiate  with 
moderate  leaders  of  the  ethnic 
Albanian  majority  on  restoring 
autonomy  to  Kosovo. 

The  United  States  last  week 
rescinded  minor  economic  conces- 
sions made  last  month  to  Belgrade 
and  urged  allies  to  join  in  resuming 


minority. 

The  West  is  expected  to  call  for 
OSCE  monitoring  of  both  coun- 
tries' borders,  and  for  Yugoslavia 
to  allow  the  International 
Committee  of  the  Red  Cross  into 
Kosovo. 

Western  ministers  were  also  like- 
ly to  back  a German  proposal  to 
raise  the  issue  in  the  United 
Nations  Security  Council, 
although  Russia  has  made  clear  it 
would"  block  any  resolution  on 
Kosovo. 

Asked  whether  Milosevic,  who 
stripped  Kosovo  of  its  autonomy  in 
19S9.  had  given  Cook  any  indica- 
tion that  he  might  be  prepared  to 
open  talks  wish  moderate  ethnic 
Albanian  leader  Ibrahim  Rugova, 
a British  official  said:  "There  was 
no  hint,  no  chink  oflight.  Rather  to 
the  contrary." 

Serbian  authorities  have  told  for- 
eign governments  the  crackdown 


Albanian  soldiers  train  at  a base  in  the  northern  town  of  Kukes,  210  kilometers  fro  Tirana,  at  die  border  of  the  Yugoslav  volatile  province  of  Kosovo. 


(AP) 


is  almost  over  for  now. 

Yesterday  they  took  a group  of 
diplomats  from  Belgrade  to  the 
mountain  village  of  Prekaz,  out- 
side Pristina,  scene  of  some  of  the 
heaviest  fighting  on  Thursday  and 
Friday. 

Officials  of  the  Democratic 
League  of  Kosovo,  the  main  ethnic 
Albanian  party,  said  yesterday  the 


Prekaz  area  had  been  calmer 
overnight  with  only  sporadic 
shooting. 

However,  scores  of  Albanian  vil- 
lagers spent  their  third  night  sleep- 
ing rough  in  the  wooded  hills, 
afraid  to  return  to  their  homes  in 
the  Drenica  region  of  central 
Kosovo. 

European  Union  foreign  minis- 


ters are  due  to  discuss  Kosovo  at  a 
two-day  meeting  in  Edinburgh 
next  weekend  and  die  Russian, 
French  and  German  foreign  minis- 
ters plan  to  visit  Belgrade  in  the 
next  10  days. 

This  action,  along  with  the 
Contact  Group  meeting,  means 
that  Milosevic  will  face  concerted 
pressure  to  seek  a negotiated. 


political  solution  to  the  crisis. 

After  sending  somewhat  con- 
fused signals  about  its  willingness 
to  use  force  in  the  last  resort  in 
Kosovo,  the  Llnited  States  has 
dropped  talk  of  military  action, 
which  diplomats  said  was  a non- 
starter. 

•So  the  question  is  whether 
Milosevic,  who  rose  to  power  in 


the  late  1980s  by  championing  die 
Serb  minority  in  Kosovo,  win  be 
persuaded  by  diplomatic  action  to 
do  what  he  has  refused  to  do  for 
the  last  decade  - allow  the  90  per- 
cent Albanian  majority  a measure 
of  self-rule. 

“One  is  entitled  to  be  pes- 
simistic," a Contact  Group  official 
said.  “The  outlook  is  pretty  grim.” 
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United  we  stand 

Thousands  of  women  activists  form  a human  chain  in  Dhaka  to  mark  International  Women's 
Day  yesterday.  iap> 


Iraq,  Kuwait  to  discuss  Gulf  War  MIAs 


BAGHDAD  (Reuters)  - Iraq  and  Kuwait  will 
hold  talks  this  month  on  (racing  people  who 
went  missing  during  Iraq's  1990-91  occupation 
of  the  Gulf  state,  a Red  Cross  source  said  yes- 
terday. 

“The  talks,  which  will  be  attended  by  the 
1CRC  (International  Committee  of  the  Red 
Cross),  are  scheduled  to  begin  on  March  18,” 
die  source  said  in  Baghdad. 

An  Iraqi  weekly  newspaper  said  yesterday 
the  talks  would  be  attended  by  representatives 
from  Saudi  Arabia,  the  United  States.  Britain 
and  France. 

“These  meetings  will  discuss  the  issue  of  the 
missing  from  the  two  sides  during  the  30- 
nation  aggression  against  our  country  in  1991,” 
the  weekly  Arab  Photographer  said. 

The  meetings  are  the  latest  in  a series  by  a 
working  group  of  a Geneva-based  commission 
trying  to  account  for  people  who  went  missing. 

Kuwait  wants  Iraq  to  account  for  more  than 
600  Kuwaitis  and  others  who  disappeared  dur- 
ing the  occupation. 


Kuwait  and  the  United  States  say  a full 
accounting  is  one  of  several  conditions  Iraq 
must  meet  before  economic  sanctions  imposed 
after  its  1990  invasion  of  Kuwait  can  be  lifted. 

Iraq  has  repeatedly  denied  holding  any 
Kuwaitis  in  its  prisons,  saying  it  would  do  it  no 
good  lo  keep  them  in  jail  since  their  detention 
would  prolong  sanctions. 

Last  month  Iraq  freed  three  Kuwaitis  and  a 
Saudi  it  held  on  charges  of  illegal  entry. 

Meanwhile,  Iraqi  Foreign  Minister 
Mohammed  Saeed  al-Sahaf  yesterday  wel- 
comed King  Hussein's  support  for  opening  a 
dialogue  between  Iraq  and  the  United  States  to 
bring  a lasting  solution  to  die  Iraqi  crisis. 

“We  appreciate  the  ideas  by  His  Majesty 
King  Hussein  to  open  a dialogue  between  Iraq 
and  the  United  States...this  is  in  harmony  with 
the  Iraqi  position,”  Sahaf  said  in  remarks  car- 
ried by  tire  stale  news  agency  Petra  after  meet- 
ing Jordan's  Deputy  Prime  Minister  and 
Foreign  Minister  Jawad  al-Anani. 

Sahaf  arrived  late  on  Saturday  from  Baghdad 


on  his  way  to  New  York  for  talks  with  UN 
Secretary- General  Kofi  Annan  on  proposals  to 
expand  Iraq's  oil- for- food  deal  with  the  United 
Nations. 

Hussein  recently  suggested  dial  Washington 
and  Baghdad  open  a direct  dialogue  to  resolve 
longstanding  disputes  over  compliance  with 
UN  Security  Council  resolutions  in  the  after- 
math of  the  1990-1991  Gulf  crisis. 

Iraq  recently  reached  an  accord  with  the  UN 
which  ended  a crisis  over  arms  inspections  and 
averted  US  threats  to  use  force  against  Iraq. 

“The  dialogue  is  important  because  it  is 
based  cm  a mutual  interest  and  preserves  peace 
and  security  and  it's  the  right  way  to  deal  with 
the  crisis  and  not  by  brandishing  the  threat  of 
use  of  force,”  Sahaf  was  quoted  as  saying. 

Jordan  has  criticized  US  military  threats 
against  Iraq,  but  urged  the  Iraqis  to  comply 
with  Security  Council  resolutions  and  allow 
UN  teams  access  to  sites  suspected  of  contain- 
ing weapons  of  mass  destruction  or  related 
materials. 


Party  faithful  follow  Schroeder’s  lead 


By  ANDREW  GRAY 


BOCHUM,  Germany  (Reuters) 
- Giant  pictures  of  Gerhard 
Schroeder  grin  on  video  screens 
next  to  die  stage  accompanied  by 
the  caption:  “I’m  ready". 

Schroeder,  the  slogan  tells  a 
glitzy  rally  of  Germany’s  Social 
Democrats  (SPD),  is  ready  to 
replace  Chancellor  Helmut  Kohl. 
But  are  the  party  rank  and  file 
ready  to  help  him?  Judging  by 
their  response  after  Schroeder’s 
appearance  at  a rally  on  Friday 
evening,  they  are. 

The  party  faithful  are  willing  to 
put  aside  reservations  in  their 
hearts.  That  is  because  their  beads 
tell  them  Schroeder  represents  the 
best  chance  of  defeating  Kohl's 
center-right  coalition  in 
September’s  general  election. 

“He  speaks  to  a different  audi- 
ence and  has  a way  of  presenting 
himself  which  we're  not  used  to  in 
this  party,”  said  Thorsten 
Bydlowski,  the  chairman  of  one  of 
the  SPD’s  local  branches  in 
Bochum,  the  town  where  the  rally 
was  held. 

While  other  speakers  appealed  to 


the  emotions  of  the  4,000  support- 
era  at  the  gathering.  Schroeder 
gave  a more  reserved  performance 
concentrating  on  economic  policy. 

That  may  not  win  as  much 
applause  as  fond  references  to  the 
SPD’s  only  post-war  chancellors, 
Willy  Brandt  and  Helmut  Schmidt 
But  the  party  grassroots  knows  die 
SPD  must  display  economic 
expertise  if  it  is  to  convince  voters 
that  it  can  tackle  record  unemploy- 
ment - the  key  campaign  issue. 

“He  put  the  economy  to  the  fore, 
but  that's  the  theme  just  now,”  said 
civil  servant  Ute  Veyen,  as  bal- 
loons in  the  party  colors  of  red  and 
white  floated  from  the  ceiling  at 
the  end  of  the  rally. 

Although  Schroeder,  the  premier 
of  Lower  Saxony  state,  has  been 
an  SPD  member  for  more  than  30 
years  and  comes  from  a working- 
class  background,  he  is  viewed  as 
something  of  an  outsider  in  the 
center-left  party. 

“Of  course  there’s  one  or  two 
positions  where  1 have  a different 
view,’’  Schroeder  told  Der  Spiegel 
in  an  interview  to  be  published 
today.  “If  you  say  that,  the  party 
tolerates  it  That’s  how  I’ve 


waked  politically.” 

The  53-year-old’s  telegenic 
charm,  pro-business  policies,  and 
pragmatic  ability  to  change  posi- 
tions arouse  the  suspicion  among 
some  party  members  that  he  really 
does  not  belong  in  die  SPD. 

Friday’s  rally  in  Bochum,  a bas- 
tion of  SPD  support  in  Germany's 
Ruhr  Valley  industrial  heartland, 
was  the  first  chance  for  ordinary 
party  members  to  experience 
Schroeder  since  he  was  nominated 
as  chancellor  candidate  last 
Monday. 

“It  was  a great  start  to  the  elec- 
tion campaign."  said  Berad 
Samplatzki,  a 26-year-old  eco- 
nomics student  “He’s  convinced 
the  Ruhr  Valley  and  he’ll  convince 
Germany.” 

The  SPD  faithful  were  deprived 
of  a direct  comparison  between 
Schroeder  and  party  chairman 
Oskar  Lafontaine,  a fiery  orator 
who  had  to  call  off  his  appearance 
because  of  flu. 

The  pair  have  cultivated  an 
image  of  mutual  harmony  but  both 
wanted  the  chance  to  be  the  party’s 
candidate  for  chancellor. 

A landslide  victory  for  Schroeder 


;-4 


in  a Lower  Saxony  state  election  a 
week  ago.  however,  gave  the  left- 
leaning Lafontaine  no  option  but  to 
bow  out  of  the  race  and  support  his 
rival. 

Even  the  mention  of 
Lafon  tame’s  name,  however, 
brought  sustained  and  loud 
applause.  As  long  as  Lafontaine 
backs  Schroeder,  so  will  the  party 
foot  soldiers. 

So  Schroeder 's  talk  of  modern- 
ization, getting  new  products  to 
market  quicker,  and  the  impor- 
tance of  service  industries  is 
warmly  applauded  even  though  it 
tugs  at  no  heartstrings. 

In  fact,  some  party  members 
clearly  feel  the  SPD  has  virtually 
ended  Kohl's  16-year  reign,  sim- 
ply by  choosing  a popular  candi- 
date who  appeals  to  centrist  vot- 
ers. 

The  rock  anthem  “We  Are  the 
Champions”  by  Queen  blasted  out 
at  tiie  end  of  the  rally.  It  was  prob- 
ably just  as  well  Schroeder  had 
warned  the  audience  victory  was 
not  yet  (heirs. 

“I  warn  against  euphoria  because  - 
we  have  seven  hard  months  ahead 
of  us,”  he  cautioned. 
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Hindu  nationalists  inch  closer  to  assuming 


By  NARAYANAN  MADHAVAN 


NEW  DELHI  (Reuters)  - Hindu  nation- 
alists moved  closer  to  ruling  India  yester- 
day as  the  centrist  Congress  patty  admitted 
its  chances  of  forming  a new  government 
had  narrowed. 

Key  constituents  of  the  center-left 
United  Front  alliance,  whose  support 
Congress  has  been  seeking  after  inconclu- 
sive general  elections,  came  our  against 
the  parly,  puncturing  its  hopes  of  stopping 
the  Bharatiya  Janata  Party  (BJP). 

“It  seems  we  don't  have  much  chance 
now.  But  we  will  continue  our  efforts,” 
Congress  spokesman  Vjthal  Gadgil  said. 

The  BJP  and  its  allies  have  bagged  252 


seats,  20  short  of  a clear  majority  among 
543  elected  seats  in  the  lower  house.  Lok 
Sabha. 

Congress,  which  has  the  support  of  166 
lawmakers,  had  been  eyeing  the  15-party 
United  Front  which  has  96  deputies. 

Small  regional  groups  and  independents 
hold  the  key  to  a delicate  balance  that  ana- 
lysts say  heralds  a political  mess. 

The  Communist  Party  of  India 
(Marxist),  which  is  a key  player  in  the 
Llnited  From  alliance,  appeared  resigned 
to  the  BJP  taking  the  first  shot  at  power  but 
vowed  yesterday  to  vote  against  a BJP-led 
coalition. 

“In  the  eventuality  of  the  BJP  being 
asked  to  form  a government,  the  CPI-M 


along  with  with  other  Left  and  secular 
forces  will  oppose  this  government  during 
the  confidence  vote  on  the  floor  of  the 
Sabha,”  the  party  said  in  a statement. 

Asked  about  Congress  attempts  to  cob- 
ble together  a coalition  government. 
Harkishen  Singh  Surjeet,  CPI-M’s  general 
secretary,  said:  “There  is  no  attempt  now, 
we  have  not  received  any  communica- 
tion... They  [Congress]  are  also  watching 
the  situation  in  the  BJP.” 

The  BJP  elected  its  would  be  prime 
minister,  Atal  Behari  Vajpayee,  as  the 
head  of  its  parliamentary  group  on 
Saturday. 

“We  have  reached  this  far,  the  destina- 
tion is  not  very  far  now.”  Vajpayee  said  in 


his  acceptance  speech. 

Analysts  say  the  BJP  has  an  uphill  task 
in  accommodating  the  wishes  of  regional 
allies  that  powered  its  strong  performance. 

The  BJP,  shunned  by  rivals  for  its 
alleged  bias  against  III  million  minority 
Moslems,  has  been  mellowed  by  its  allies. 
It  says  it  will  role  on  the  basis  of  a “com- 
mon national  agenda”  made  with  them. 

Stock  markets  initially  cheered  the  BJP. 
which  promises  to  protect  domestic  indus- 
try in  a market- friendly  environment,  but 
the  mood  changed  on  Friday  amid  expec- 
tations of  a fragile  coalition.  The  30-share 
Bombay  index  lost  six  points  to  3,708.50. 

The  front  members  have  been  seething 
against  Congress  since  November,  when 


the  party  ended  18  months  of  critical  but 
uneasy  support  for  the  coalition  formed  to 
oust  the  BJP  in  another  fragmented  parlia- 
ment elected  in  1996. 

TWo  left-wing  parties  in  the  from,  the  All 
India  Forward  Bloc  and  the  Revolutionary 
Socialist  Party,  with  seven  members 
between  them,  decided  cm  Saturday  to 
oppose  the  1 1 2-year-old  Congress. 

The  regional  Telugtz  Desam  Party 
(TDP),  with  1 2 members,  has  also  said  it  is 
reluctant  to  support  the  party. 

Two  from  constituents,  want  to  support 
Congress,  but  the  alliance  is  divided. 
“Inside  the  United  Front,  there  is  no  una- 
nimity at  the  moment,”  communist  leader 
AJ3.  Baidhan  said. 
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Purimon  parade 


By  HELEN  KAYE 

Seven  years  ago,  the  end  of  the 
Gulf  War  coincided  with 
Purim.  This  year  could  have 
been  a replay,  but  ft  isn't  So  on 

with  me  funny  hats.  Make  with  the 
noise-makers,  and  let’s  celebrate 
the  one  holiday  in  the  Jewish  cal- 
endar on  which  it’s  almost  an 
. obligation  for  a Jew  to  drink  him- 
self into  oblivion,  or  ad  lo  yada. 
Years  ago,  Tel  Aviv  annually  put 
• on  the  Adloyada,  a Purim  parade 
drat  went  down  AHenby  complete 
with  puppets,  marchers,  clowns, 
music  and  noise.  Then,  becansfe  of 
- cost,  dwindling  enthusiasm  and 
dren  apathy,  ft  died  out 
; TTiis  year,  to  celebrate  the 
jubilee,  the  city  is  bringing  back 
the  Adloyada  bigger  and  better 
than  ever.  It  features  some  10,000 
- participants  and  the  more  than-50 
1 floats,  some  of  them  with  puppets 
more  than  four  meters  tall,  wflj. 

. cany  tableaux  of  the  people  and'. 
.■  events  from  the  ifounding  of  the 
staie  to  me  present  There'll  be 
moving  stages  complete  with 
■entertainers,  marching  bands,  : 
. dancers,  old  cars,- clowns,  jugglers - 
. and  what  not  The  parade  will  be 
t broadcast  live  on  Channel  2. 

: It  all  starts  Thursday  at  11  a.m.  at 
. ther-intersection  of  Rein- Yehuda  and 
Yirpiiyahu  and  eftds  where  Yehuda 
Halevi  crosses  AHenby.  If  it  rains, 

■ the  parade  will  be  on  Friday. 

More  of  the  same  is  happening 
in  Holon-on  the  sarnie  day,  exicept 
that  this  Adloyada  is  at  night  and 
is  billed  as  Light  Sound  and 
Pyrotechnics.  Its  subject  is  heroes, 
children's  heroes  and  mostly  the 
onesrfrom  books  and  on  kiddie  TV 
shows,  like  Smurfs,  Power . 
Rangers,  dinosaurs,  Ami  and 
Tami,  Peter  Pan  and  more.  This 
parade  also  has  marching  bands, 

* jugglers,  dancers  and  so  on,  with 
guest  'marchers  from  Poland  and 
Germany.  The  parade  starts  at  6 
p.m.  It  will  go  along  Sokolow  and 
Weizmann,  ending  up  at  the 
municipality  for  a grand  fireworks 
display  at  the  municipality. 

The  Habama  ' -Theater  ' in 
Jerusalem  offers  a three-day 
Italian-type  carnival  . from 
Wednesday  through  Friday  in  the 
spirit  of  Megiflat  Esther  There’ll 
be  aparade,  much  like  the  others* 
mentioned,  but  with  the  Purim  - 
theme  and  on  a more  modest  bud- 
get. The  route  is  from  the  Hyatt 
• Gartfcn'  thronrfi  liifi  Berr-Yefanda- 
- ending  in  ^icihStjaare.  Oh  ' 
Wednesday  it’s  at  6:30  and  8:30  . 
:'p.r£:rind,bn  Thitiiday^rt  pin. 

; Ttaere'wflf  also'be  performance  : 
by  Habama  actors  in  Dikonot 
Kalim  Be-Shushan  (or ' -Little 


Depressions  on  Shushan)  which 
blends  tee  familiar  Purim  story  and 
' characters  with  die  style  and  masks 

of  commedia  deil’ane,  Italy's  / 

famed  street  theater  that  flourished 
in  the  late  Middle  Ages  and  die 

Renaissance.  In  fact  the  masks  are  P 

originals,  brought  from  Italy  by 

director  Adriano  hiressevich,  who  ✓ ” 

runs  the  Venice  Commedia  *1  r 

dell' Arte  School.  The  shows  are 

Wednesday  through  Friday  at  &30  / jVAV 

pan.  at  Gerard  Befaar  (Beit  Ha ’am).  ' ■ j . 

' The  Israel  Museum  in  Jerusalem  ^ i 

is  getting  mto  the  spirii  with  per-  * .-k  / 4Sk  jgem. 

fonnantes  on  Thursday  and 
Friday  by  the  Young  Kibbutz 
Dance  Company  of  kiddie 
favorites  Pictures  eu  an  Exhibition 
and  A Young  Person  ms  Guide  to  the 
Orchestra.  Show  times  are  10:30 
a.m.  and  12:30  p.m. 

And  definitely  right  up  there, 
award-wining  puppeteer  Eric 
Smith  offers  his  version  of  the 
Andersen  Legends  in  Td  Aviv.  In 
this  musical.  Children's  Channel 
stars  Erez  Ben-Harush  and  Nadav 
Assulin,  are  flanked,  by  Smith's 
wonderful,  near  life-size  puppets. 

He,  Bea-Harush  and  Cameri  actor 
Yossi  Graber  adapted  Hans 
Christian  Andersen’s  timeless  sto- 
ries. Singer,  actor  and  composer 
Rafi  We  instock  - who’s  a hot  star 
m Europe  now  - wrote  the  music. 

In  this  musical,  Ben-Harush 
coaxes  a statue  of  Andersen 
(Assoulin)  into  life,  and  he  tells 
his  strafes,  including  The  Ugly 
Duckling,  The  Princess  and  the 
Pea  and  ThumbeUna.  • 

There’s  a modem  tale  here,  too. 

This  production  is  a renewal  of  one 
that  ran  for  years  in  the  '80s,  when 
Graber  played  Andersen.  That  pro- 
duction burned  when  the  truck 
returning  from  a show  m Eilat 
caught  fee.  Smith  has  painstaking- 
ly replaced  some  of  the  puppets 
and  made  new  ones  fra*  this  pro- 
duction, as  well  as  completely  new 
sets  and  costumes,  of  course. 

One  of  the  most  consistently 
unsung  artists  around,  the  gentle 
puppeteer  has  been  enchanting 
audiences  from  five  to  99  since  he 
first  came  here  from  his  native 
South  Africa  in  1967.  Unlike  too 
many  other  children’s  theater 
practitioners,  Smith  (through  his 
naively  sophisticated  puppets) 
never  condescends  to  his  young 
audiences.  Recently,  he  has  been 
winning  international  acclaim  for 
his  computer  animations  at  com- 

; puter-art  exhibititira'/;;'.  ; 

' 'Mckrsen  Legends  iffatTSl  Avfvr.Y  ’ 

:pqJil:AHditqri‘um,  where  the  .Eric 
. Smith.  Puppet  Theater  is  based.'- 
Performances  are  on  Thursday  and 

Friday  at  1 1:30  a™  and  at  S pjm.  Prize-wining  puppeteer  Eric  Smith  offers  his  version  of  the  Andersen  legends  in  Tel  Aviv, 
on  Thursday-  <Yo5si  Zwk«  * 
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Movie  Revie 


By  Adlna  Hoffman 

Steven  Spielberg’s  latest  his- 
torical drama,  Amistad,  opens 
on  a dark  and  stormy  ■ 1839 
night,  off  the  coast  of  Cuba,  where 
a group  of  Africans  locked  in  the 
cargo  hold  of  a Spanish  slave  ihip 
break  free  from  their  shackles  and 
stage  a violent  rebellion. 

AMISTAD 

'kirk 

Directed  by  Steven  Spielberg.  Written 
by  David  Franzoni.  Hebrew  title: 
Amistad.  154  minutes.  English.  Mende 
anH  Spanish  dialogue,  English  and 
Hebrew  subtitles.  Parental  guidance 
very  strongly  advised. 

With  Anthony  Hopkins,  Morgan 
Freeman,  Nigel  Hawthorne,-  Matthew 
McConaugbey,  Djhnon  Hounsou, 
Pete  Postlethwaite  and  Anna  Paquin 


After  taking  control  of  the  vessel 
and  ordering  die  surviving  crew 
members  to  steer  them  back  home, 
they  find  themselves  imprisoned 
again,  this  time  in'  a Connecticut 
jail  where  they’re  held  on  charges 


of  murder  and  piracy.  The  stray  of 
the  legal  and  emotional  aftermath 
of  their  uprising,  the  movie  cli- 
maxes in  a dramatic  speech  before 
the  US  Supreme  Court  by  former 
president  John  Quincy  Adams 
(Anthony  Hopkins)  who  comes 
out  of  retirement  to  argue  elo- 
quently on  die  Africans’  behalf, 
and  wins  them  back  their  freedom. 

Tb  reveal  the  victorious  nature 
of  the  close  is  not,  I dunk,  to  ruin 
the  film.  Even  if  one  is  unfamiliar 
with  the  facts  surrounding  the 
actual  case  of  La  Amistad,  one 
can’t  help  but  sense  as  one  watch- 
es die  movie  that  it  has  to  wind  up 
this  way.  Spielberg,  being 
Spielberg,  seems  constitutionally 
incapable  of  offering  a harsh  his- 
torical lesson  without  this  spoon- 
ful of  sugar  to  help  it  go  do  wn,  the 
proverbial  happy  ending,  with 
many  hopeful  clues  sprinkled 
along  the  way  to  assure  us  there’s 
uplift  ahead  which  is  not  to  say 
that  the  events  depicted  here  did 
not  take  place.  (According  io  all 
accounts  I’ve  .read,  David 
Franzoni’s  script  sticks  fairly  close 
to  the  record.)  Oskar  Schindler, 
too,  was  a real  historical  figure 
who  saved  real  Jews  from  what 
would  have  been  their  very  real 
deaths. 

But  there  is  something  troubling 
about  Spielberg's  selective  notion 
of  history  as  a series  of  lusciously 
photographed  triumphs  of  die 
human  spirit,  each  set  to  gushy 
music  by  kitschmeister  John 
Williams.  And  the  fact  that  both 
Schindler's  List  and,  to  a lesser 
though  still  notable  degree, 
Amistad,  have  become  standard 
texts  in  social-studies  classrooms 


Anthony  Hopkins  is  John 
Quincy  Adams. 

around  the  world  only  compounds 
the  discomfort  one  feels  as  one 
takes  in  the  cornier,  more  obvious- 
ly fabricated  scenes. 

It  seems  telling  as  well  that  both 
films  focus  on  the  redemption  of  a 
basically  faceless  group  of  down- 
trodden souls  by  a sympathetic 
and  powerful  outsider.  But  this 
perhaps  is  how  Steven  Spielberg 
sees  himself,  as  the  savior  of  these 
poor  historical  events,  which  need 
him  - and  his  big,  broad 
Hollywood  imagination  - to  res- 
cue them  from  oblivion. 

Spielberg  cannot  of  course  be 
faulted  for  thinking  cinematically. 
As  a movie  director,  that  is  his  job. 
One  sometimes  wonders,  though. 


uprising 


if  in  his  quest  for  the  visually 
grand,  the  great  technicolor 
moment,  he  hasn’t  forgotten 
whose  cause  his  images  are  meant 
to  serve,  his  own  or  history's.  (It 
is,  admittedly,  naive  to  ask.)  The 
most  flamboyantly  raovie-ish 
scenes  in  Amistad  focus  on  the 
brutal  torture  of  crowds  of  naked 
Africans  during  the  notorious 
Middle  Passage,  when  the  slaves 
are  routinely  starved,  beaten  and 
even  drowned;  there  is  an  uncom- 
fortable echo  here  of  the  gas- 
chamber  scenes  in  Schindler’s 
List,  when  crowds  of  naked  Jews 
are  rounded  up  and  herded  into  the 
showers.  In  both  cases,  one  has  a 
keen  sense  that  Spielbeig  is  push- 
ing  it  - going  too  far  with  his  cam- 
era, rendering  almost  pornograph- 
ic events  that  might  be  better  left 
to  our  horrified  imaginations,  or  to 
documentary  evidence.  It  is  as  if 
he  feels  he  must  prove  these 
events  by  means  of  his  own  recre- 
ations, a notion  flawed  as  ft  is 
hubristic:  the  patent  phoniness  of 
these  simulations  would  seem  to 
make  them  prime  fodder  for 
deniers  and  revisionists. 

In  many  ways,  Amistad  is  a dif- 
ferent son  of  film  from 
Schindler's  List.  It’s  a courtroom 
drama  and  so  is  by  nature  sriffer, 
less  dynamic  and  sometimes  even 
humorous  in  ways  that  Spielberg 
wouldn’t  - or  couldn’t  - let  the 
Holocaust  movie  be.  The  new  film 
lacks,  in  all  but  a few  scenes,  the 
visceral  sweep  of  Schindler, 
which  is  not  necessarily  a bad 
thing:  in  fact,  some  of  the  better 
moments  in  Amistad  come  in  the 
form  of  quiet,  almost  static, 
exchanges  between  the  characters. 


with  the  camera  standing  still. 

On  the  down  side.  Amistad  lacks 
the  strong,  ambiguous  figure  of  a 
Schindler  at  its  center.  Beautiful 
Benin-native  and  former  fashion 
model  Djimon  Hounsou  provides 
a powerful  visual  presence,  but  his 
noble-African-warrior  character  is 
a cliche;  the  film  is  essentially  told 
from  a white  perspective,  as 
Schindler’s  List  was  really  a gen- 
tile’s tale.  And  though  Adams 
serves  as  the  film’s  moral  linch- 
pin, Hopkins  plays  the  cranky  role 
in  a clownish,  almost  camp  fash- 
ion that  is  entertaining  (he  bears 
more  than  a passing  resemblance 
here  to  Frank  Morgan’s  Wizard  of 
Oz>,  but  keeps  the  character  from 
ever  taking  shape  as  a full-blown, 
complex  hero.  And  many  of 
Hopkins's  would-be  nuanced 
scenes  are  destroyed  by  the  jarring 
use  of  Williams’s  sanctimonious 
score.  No  matter  how  crotchety 
and  believable  Adams's  behavior, 
this  deadly  music  keeps  rushing  in 
to  entomb  him  as  Sixth  President 
Of  The  United  States.  Son  of  A 
Founding  Father. 

Moigan  Freeman  is  a surprising- 
ly negligible  force  as  a thoughtful 
abolitionist  (a  fictional  character; 
and  Matthew  McConaughey  over- 
acts terribly  as  an  opportunistic 
young  real -estate  lawyer  who 
takes  up  the  Africans'  cause.  There 
are  also  numerous  supporting 
characters  on  hand  - including 
president  Martin  Van  Buren  (Nigel 
Hawthorne)  and  the  11 -year-old 
queen  of  Spain  (.Anna  Paquin;, 
both  of  whom  are  made  to  look 
bumbling  and  heartless  in  ways 
that  seem,  like  so  much  of  the 
film,  too  easy. 


A French  mezzo’s  sensational  debut 


Bv  IflfflAH.  AJZEN8TADT 

Knot  often  that  one  leaves  the 
vast  hall  with  a sense  of  a 
i discovery.  But  this  is 
exactly  what  happened  last  week 
when  young  French  mezzo-sopra- 
no Sophie  Koch  made  her  Israeli 
debut-'  with . the  Jerusalem 
Symphony  Orchestra-IBA.  It  was 
a sensational  debut,  albeit  a very 
short  rate,  as  site  performed  a I2-. 
minute  work  with  no  encores. . 

Koch  sail  she  did  not  mind 
singing  the  : relatively.  , short 
Haydn  cantata.  never  knew 
this  work  before;  it  was  a great 


revelation  for  me.” 

Koch  came  to  Israel  after  mak- 
ing her  Royal  Opera  House 
Covent  Garden  debut  in  London 
as  Rosina  in  Rossini’s  II  barbiere 
di  StvigKa  conducted  by  Israeli 
maestro  Asher  Fiscb.  “We  had  a 
nice  time.  It  was  good  entertain- 
ment, it  was  funny,  like  a cartoon. 
And  that  was  fine  with  me  because 
after  all,  Rosina  is  a lighthearted 
character.” 

After  starting  her  career  in 
small  opera  houses  in  France, 
Koch  now  . sings  in  leading 
European  opera  bouses  bui  less 
so  in  her  native  land.  “It  is 


always  like  that;  you  are  never 
appreciated  at  home.”  The  very 
beautiful  Koch  speaks  fluent 
English.  In  contrast  to  the  aver- 
age contemporary  opera  singer, 
she  obtained . her  higher  educa- 
tion at  the  Sorbonne,  where  she 
studied  economics,  politics,  liter- 
ature and  philosophy.  “Once  l 
got  my  bachelor's  degree,  1 real- 
ized that  I had  to  change  and 
that's  when  I began  studying 
voice  in  earnest.” 

Actually,  Koch  was  confronted 
with  opera  when  she  was  13,  per- 
forming in  an  Alice  in 
Wonderland  opera.  Although  she 


had  studied  the  piano  as  a child, 
she  could  not  perform  in  concert- 
“Suddenly  my  hands  would  get 
wet  It  was  the  same  with  reading, 
I couldn’t  stand  up  in  class  and 
read  out  loud.  But  the  first  time  I 
sang  in  public,  I had  no  problem 
and  1 knew  that  was  what  1 must 
do” 

So  Koch  returned  to  opera  at  the 
’ age  of  21. 

And  she  admits  it  is  a fiascinai- 
ing  world.  “It  Is  like  a child  who  is 
alone  in  an  -attic  and  suddenly 
opens  a box  and  begins  to  discov- 
er a new  world.”  Although  she 
adores  singing  and  wants  to  make 


a career  of  it.  Koch  asserts  that 
“human  relationships  are  the  most 
important  thing;  without  them,  life 
is  rather  poor." 

Koch,  did  not  manage  to  see 
much  of  Jerusalem  on  her  first 
Israeli  visit,  but  she  hopes  to 
return  next  season  and  sing  again 
with  the  JSO.  So  do  we. 

In  fact,  every-  local  orchestra  - 
the  Israel  Philharmonic  included  - 
should  grab  Koch  while  she  is  still 
young  and  available.  In  a couple 
of  years  she  will  be  so  busy,  she’ll 
have  no  time  for  concerts  away 
from  the  major  music  centers  of 
the  world. 


Down  and  dirty 
inReshefs  ‘Oz’ 


By  BARRY  PAWS 


Mention  “Emerald  City" 
or  “Oz”  to  most  native 
English-speakers,  or  to 
anyone  with  a reasonable 
grounding  in  Western  children's 
iiteraiurcr  and  the  response  will 
probably  have  something  to  do 
with  a certain  Ms.  Garland 
wending  her  merry  way  along  a 
thoroughfare  with  yellow  paving 
stones. 

But  Reshet's  new  series,  made 
by  Oscar-winning  executive 
producer  Barry  Levinson  - 
whose  notable  offerings  include 
Rein  Man . Good  Morning 
Vietnam  and  Wag  The  Dog  - is 
anything  but  a fairy  tale. 

Oz  is  the  nickname  of  the 
Oswald  Maximum  Security 
Prison,  and  Emerald  City  is  the 
brightly  lit,  squeaky  clean, 
ultra-modem,  politically  cor- 
rect experimental  unit  of  the 
prison.  Em  City  is  run  by  an 
idealistic  Tim  McManus,  who 
firmly  believes  that  the  men  in 
his  charge  are  not  beyond 
redemption.  Bui  unbridled  vio- 
lence abounds,  and  the  stark 
laws  of  the  jungle  are  spelled 
out  in  one-syllable  words  to 
anyone  whom  the  establish- 
ment - that  is,  the  inmates' 
establishment  - feels  needs  a 
little  guidance. 

Each  episode  opens  with  ’60s- 
style  credits  and  music,  against  a 
backdrop  of  all  possible  facets 
of  life  in  Em  City  - the  gorier,  it 
seems,  the  better. 

in  the  first  episode,  a female 
jailer  explains  the  laws  of  the 
land  to  a bunch  of  newcomers  in 
typically  uncompromising  man- 
ner. They  are  told  lo  follow  the 
rules  and  that  they  will  be  told 
when  to  sleep,  when  to  eat.  and 
even  when  to  empty  their  blad- 
der. 

Oz  is  saturated  with  a pervad- 
ing sense  of  impending  doom 
and  disaster.  The  dramatically 
sharp  camera  work  heightens 
the  feeling  that  all  hell  may 
break  out  at  any  moment.  But 
it’s  not  all  rough  and  tumble, 
and  M*A*S*H  fans  will  be 
heartened  by  the  generous 
sprinkling  of  black  humor 
between  the  blood,  guts  and  tat- 
tooed behinds.  As  lights  go  out 
at  the  regulation  10  p.m.  curfew, 
the  female  jailer  sets  the  mood 
with  an  off-handed:  “There's 
something  in  the  air,  and  it  ain’t 
love." 

Oz  is  a melting  pot  of  African- 
Americans,  Hispanics,  Italians, 
Aryans  and  Moslems.  Their 
world  is  described  by  wheel- 
chair-bound prisoner  Augustus 
Hill,  who  gives  us  the  benefit  of 
his  philosophical  musings  - 
straight  into  the  camera:  “Oz  is 
where  1 live,  and  Oz  is  where 


Augustus  Hill  (Harold 
Perrineau)  offers  philosophi- 
cal thoughts  on  life,  Oz  and 
the  universe. 

most  of  us  will  die,"  he  states 
unequivocally. 

More  M*A*S*H- like  ribaldry 
is  dished  up  by  the  prison  nun 
who  has  some  of  the  best  lines 
in  the  show.  When  McManus 
tells  Sister  Marie  he  wants  to 
withdraw  a prisoner's  conju- 
gal-visit rights,  the  nun  tells 
him  bluntly  that  if  he  doesn’t 
stop  playing  God.  "the  real 
one’s  going  to  get  very  pissed 
off." 

Another  good  line  comes  from 
a prisoner  doing  time  for  mur- 
dering his  parents  and  commit- 
ting an  act  of  cannibalism. 
Denying  having  eaten  both  his 
parents,  he  says:  “I  only  ate  my 
mom;  I was  saving  my  dad  for 
Thanksgiving" 

The  lines  between  reality 
inside  and  outside  the  prison 
are  often  blurred,  both  in  a 
physical  and  a spiritual  sense. 
Both  Hill  and  Moslem  activist 
Kareem  Said  tell  us  that  real 
freedom  exists  within  each  and 
every  one  of  us.  And  more 
question  marks  about  who’s 
inside  and  who’s  outside  the 
prison  are  prompted  by  one 
jailer  who  says  that  she  would, 
love  to  get  another  job  but  is 
unable  to  do  so  for  financial 
reasons:  “I’m  just  like  the 
inmates,  trapped." 

The  moral  code  is  also  subject 
to  interpretation.  A particularly 
vicious  convicted  murderer  is 
thoroughly  beaten  and  subse- 
quently burnt  alive  when  he  helps 
an  AIDS  victim  die  - probably 
the  only  kindly  act  poor  Dino 
ever  managed  in  his  short  life. 

Channel  2 airs  the  first 
episode  of  Oz  tomorrow  at 
1 1:30  p.m. 
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Undoing  the  stalemate 


In  a hearing  last  week.  US  Secretary  of  Slate 
Madeleine  Albright  reassured  Congress  that 
■‘There  is  no  such  thing  as  an  American 
(peace]  plan. ...  what’s  essential  is  for  the  lead- 
ers to  figure  that  out  and  make  the  hard  deci- 
sions.” 

In  case  Palestinian  Authority  Chairman  Yasser 
Arafat  was  not  listening,  what  Albright  meant 
was  there  is  no  point  in  his  waiting  for  further 
pressure  on  Israel.  Prime  Minister  Binyamin 
Netanyahu,  fresh  from  an  ironic  pilgrimage  to 
Oslo,  wants  to  meet  Arafat  and  finish  off  the 
deal  that  has  been  simmering  for  months.  What 
remains  is  for  Arafat  to  stop  declaring  the 
process  dead  long  enough  to  revive  it. 

For  now.  ihe  US  seems  to  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  officially  revealing  its  proposal 
to  bridge  the  gaps  between  Israel  and  the 
Palestinians  would  be  counterproductive. 
Indeed,  it  is  instructive  in  this  regard  to  remem- 
ber that  when  US  involvement  was  minimal.  - 
as  in  the  Oslo  process  and  the  Jordan  peace 
treaty  - negotiations  were  successful,  and  where 
that  involvement  was  more  extensive.  - as  with 
Syria  - they  were  noL 

The  threat  of  such  a step  has  served  to  con- 
centrate minds  on  both  sides.  The  problem  with 
actually  releasing  a plan  is  that  neither  side 
wants  to  accept  it  before  the  other,  thereby  com- 
promising its  own  position  with  no  guarantee 
that  the  other  side  will  follow  suit.  The  only  way 
around  this  catch-22  is  for  the  parties  io  close 
the  remaining  gaps  in  direct  talks.  This  does  not 
work  when  the  gaps  are  too  deep,  but  months  of 
furtive  and  snail-like  negotiations  have  worn 
down  the  parties  to  spitting  distance  from  one 
another. 

Spitting,  rhetorically  speaking,  does  seem  to 
be  a favored  form  of  communication.  Though 
security  cooperation,  according  to  the  US.  is 
improving.  Netanyahu  has  yet  to  give  Arafat 
any  credit  And  Arafat  has;  accused  Israel  of 
“choking  our  livelihood!". tiioiigh  the  number  of 
Palestinian-' workers  in  Israel  has  risen  substan- 
tially since  1996. 

But  now  Netanyahu,  speaking  in  Oslo,  is  reit- 
erating his  commitment  to  implementing  the 
agreement  negotiated  in  that  city,  and  is  calling 
on  Arafat  to  sit  down  face-to-face  and  finish  the 
deal. 

To  be  sure.  Arafat  is  not  happy  with  the  deal 
that  is  shaping  up.  The  contemplated  “second 
redeployment”  will  be  less  than  what  he  expect- 
ed from  the  previous  government.  But 


Netanyahu  will  not  have  an  easy  time  selling  his 
side  of  the  bargain  to  his  coalition,  given  that 
this  initial  withdrawal  could  go  up  to,  or  cross, 
the  “red  lines"  proposed  by  ministers 
Mordechai  and  Sharon  as  defining  Israel’s  criti- 
cal security  interests  in  a final-status  settlement. 

What  is  increasingly  dear  is  that  Netanyahu  is 
ready  for  whatever  internal  battle  is  ahead  to 
sell  an  agreement  with  Arafat  and,  more  impor- 
tantly. to  proceed  immediately  to  final-status 
talks.  What  is  not  clear  is  whether  Arafat  really 
wants  the  process  to  move  forward. 

Few  would  argue  with  Netanyahu's  assertion 
that  on  two  matters,  the  airport  at  Dahaniya  and 
the  industrial  park  at  Kami,  the  two  sides  are 
only  “one  centimeter’’  apart  Netanyahu  is 
reportedly  now  proposing  that  these  issues  be 
resolved  immediately,  to  be  immediately  fol- 
lowed by  other  interim  status  issues,  such  as  the 
second  redeployment  and  security  cooperation. 
He  then  wants  to  move  to  final-status  negotia- 
tions. 

Arafat,  it  seems,  does  not  want  to  resolve  any- 
thing, because  then  he  will  not  be  able  to  say  the 
process  is  stuck,  or  even  moving  “backwards,” 
as  he  told  the  Palestinian  Legislative  Council  on 
Saturday;  But  this  is  like  holding  a door  shut 
with  one  hand  and  bemoaning  that  it  will  not 
open  with  the  other.  Arafat,  in  short,  is  stalling 
for  time,  believing  that  a stalled  peace  process 
results  in  more  pressure  on  Israel  than  on  the 
Palestinians. 

The  Albright  denial  that  a US  plan  would  be 
released  is  a good  start  toward  disabusing 
Arafat  of  the  notion  that  stalling  tactics  will 
work  to  his  benefit.  So  far.  however,  the  US 
message  is  not  getting  across. 

The  US  is  not  usually  in  the  business  of  accus- 
ing one  side  or  the  other  of  holding  up  the  works. 
But  the  US  could  strengthen  its  message,  with- 
out taking  sides,  by  backing  Netanyahu’s  pro- 
posal for  a summit  with  ArafaL  It  is  no  longer 
credible  for  Arafat  to  refuse  direct  negotiations 
oh  the  grounds  that  nothing  will  come  of  iL  At 
this  point  it  is  Netanyahu  who  clearly  wants  the 
process  unstuck,  and  Arafat  who  does  noL 

Direct  negotiations  are  not  a panacea,  but 
almost  every  breakthrough  in  the  peace  process 
- with  Egypt  Jordan,  and  the  Palestinians  - has 
been  accomplished  through  such  direct  talks. 
Israel  and  the  US  are  for  such  negotiations,  but 
the  US  must  make  its  voice  even  clearer,  or 
Arafat  will  continue  to  predict  a stalemate  of  his 
own  making. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Sir,  - One  could  only  be  filled 
with  shock  and  dismay  to  read  that 
the  English  News  is  not  there  on  a 
permanent  basis  and  at  the  whim 
of  some“wise  official.”  the  IBA 
News  in  English  on  television 
could  be  discontinued  (Time  Out, 
Feb.  27). 

Israel  has  much  to  learn  from 
our  enemies  in  regard  to  propa- 
ganda. It  is  not  enough  to  know 
we  are  right.  We  have  to  let  the 
world  know  that  we  are  righL 
The  English  language  is  today 


ENGLISH  NEWS 

the  lingua  franca  of  the  world.  It  is 
the  language  used  and  understood 
by  most  journalists  and  diplomats. 
And  it  is  surely  known  to  the 
authorities  that  there  are  perhaps 
tens  of  thousands  of  new  immi- 
grants as  well  as  tourists  at  any 
given  time,  who  can  speak  English 
but  will  never  be  fluent  in  Hebrew. 

What  happens  is  that  if  there  is 
not  enough  news  in  English  broad- 
cast locally,  one  tends  to  tune  in  to 
the  newscasts  of  other  TV  stations, 
inducting  our  friendly  neighbor 


(whose  media  has  yet  to  learn  that 
we  have  a peace  treaty!) 

If  anything,  there  is  not  enough 
news  in  English.  The  English  news 
should  be  extended  and  we  should 
have  at  least  a half  an  hour  per  day. 

It  would  also  be  interesting  to 
learn  why  the  powers  that  be  can- 
not organize  the  English  news 
broadcasting  schedules  so  as  not  to 
encroach  on  the  Sabbath. 

HARRY  FRIEDCVT 

Netanya. 


Sir,  - I wish  to  thank  Yossi 
Beilin  for  his  snide  attack  on,  1 
assume,  Binyamin  Netanyahu,  our 
prime  minister.  Beilin  so  conde- 
scendingly doesn't  even  mention 
Netanyahu's  name  (“It’s  never  his 
fault."  Feb.  24). 

Beilin  listed  so  many  so-called 
critical  remarks  which  most 
Israelis  consider  compliments. 
Beilin  should  surely  know  that 
most  Israelis  favored  opening  the 
Western  Wall  Tunnel,  building  on 
Ras  el-Amud  and  on  Har  Homa; 


LOYAL  OPPOSITION 

favor  killing  terrorists  (Mashaal) 
wherever  they  are;  are  shocked  to 
hear  the  Left’s  vocal  criticism  of 
Judiasm.  and  feel  more  secure 
with  Bibi  leading  us  rather  than 
Robin  or  Peres. 

It’s  common  knowledge  that  the 
defeated  leftist  media  “cannot 
absorb  the  revolt  by  the  minorities.'' 
What  Beilin  meant  by  the  “minori- 
ties” requires  an  explanation. 
Regarding  the  loss  of  support  by  the 
whole  world,  we  should  recall  Abba 
Eban’s  remark  that  if  the  Arab 


world  proposed  that  the  world  was 
flat  the  majority  of  the  United 
Nations  members  would  agree. 

I suggest  that  Beilin  lick  bis 
wounds  and  cry  on  the  shoulders 
of  Yasser  ArafaL  as  he  has  been 
wont  to  do.  and  if  he  is  sincere 
about  the  peace  process  to  begin 
supporting  the  government  of 
Israel  as  a loyal  opposition  and  not 
as  an  adviser  to  our  enemies. 

MA1SH  RUBIN 

Beersheba. 


Sir.  - Daoud  Kuttab  (“At  the 
boiling  point,”  March  1 ) presents  a 
consistent  theme  of  the 
Arabs/Palestinians  as  victims.  This 
serves  his  propaganda  purposes, 
but  distorts  history  and  the  truth. 

For  example.  20  years  ago  a 
group  of  Arab  terrorists  trained  in 
the  Soviet  Union  murdered  six 
(and  seriously  wounded  16  more) 
yeshiva  students  one  Friday  night 
in  front  of  Beil  Hadassah.  The 


MESSAGE  OF  HATRED 

adjacent  Arab  bus  station,  which 
had  been  the  source  of  many  ter- 
rorist attacks,  was  moved  to 
another  part  of  the  city. 

The  bus  station  was  built  in  the 
1950s  on  property  owned  by  Jews 
who  had  been  slaughtered  and  dri- 
ven out  during  the  Arab  pogroms 
of  1 929.  In  Hebron  alone.  67  Jews 
were  killed  and  hundreds  severely 
wounded.  The  Islamic  Waqf  could 
not  possibly  "own”  this  property. 


The  Jews  in  Hebron  (civilians  as 
well  as  soldiers)  are  subjected  to 
constant  attacks  by  Arab  mobs 
aided  by  the  PA  police.  Is  that  a 
problem?  Kuttab’s  message  of 
hatred  and  incitement  against 
peaceful  co-existence  may  appeal 
to  the  street,  but  it  ravages  his 
integrity. 

DR.  MOSHE  DANN 

Jerusalem. 


FROM  OUR  ARCHIVES 


65  years  ago:  On  March  9, 
1933,  The  Palestine  Post 
described  at  length  instances  of 
the  manner  in  which  disposses- 
sion claims  were  brought  for- 
ward by  persons  who  have  had 
no  connection  with  the  area  they 
occupied,  in  order  to  collect 
compensation  as  did.  for 
instance,  about  20  Beduin  who 
trespassed  on  the  Jewish  land 
near  Kfar  Yona  and  had  to  be 


removed- 

Jt>  years  ago:  On  March  9, 
! 948.  The  Palestine  Post  reported 
that  Fawzi  Kaukji,  the  notorious 
Arab  gangs  leader  had  left  Syria 
and  arrived  here  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  as  the  commander  of 
Arab  forces  in  Palestine,  and  this 
at  the  same  time  when  the  House 
of  Commons  in  London  dis- 
cussed his  unofficial  recognition 


by  the  Palestine  Administration 
as  a legitimate  representative  of 
the  Arab  League. 

25  years  ago:  On  March  9. 
1 973.  The  Jerusalem  Post  report- 
ed that  one  soldier  was  killed  and 
another  wounded  when  a terrorist 
grenade  exploded  inside  the 
cabin  of  their  truck  in  Gaza. 


Alexander  Zvielli 


Gazit’s  gaffe 

YOSEF  GOELL 
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inner  head  of  military  intel- 
ligence Sblorao  Gazit  was 
right  when  he  labeled  the 
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analogy  he  made  at  a Tel  Aviv 
University  conference  last  week 
between ' the  national-religious 
“knitred--kippa”-wearing  soldiers 
in  the  IDF  and  the  swastika-wear- 
ing Nazi  soldiers  in  the 
Wehrmachi  of  World  War  Q “a 
foolish  thing  to  have  said.” 

What  GaziL  who  was  one  of  our 
most  intelligent  beads  of  military 
intelligence  and  the  very  model  of 
a devoted  public  servant  in  bis 
subsequent  civilian  life,  said  was 
not  only  foolish;  it  was  monstrous. 

ft  has  become  quite  common  for 
baredi  yahoo  thugs  and  rioters  to 
fling  tiie  epithets  “Nazi”  and 
"kapo”  at  the  police,  archeologists 
or  other  opponents.  But  how  could 
an  intelligent  person  tike  Gazit  fall 
into  the  same  trap  of  using  the 
Nazi  analogy  to  describe  current 
divisions  of  opinion  in  Israel? 

GaziL  who  was  responding  from 
the  audience  to  a lecture  by  Bar- 
Ilan  University  military  historian 
Prof.  Stuart  Coben  on  ‘The  IDF: 
A Unifying  or  a Divisive  Force?” 
raised  a legitimate  issue. 

There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  “knitted-kippa”  soldiers  who 
identify  with  religious  Zionism 
have  made  an  impressive  contri- 
bution to  the  IDF  and  to  Israel’s 
defense.  And  there  is  no  question 
that  their  way  is  infinitely  prefer- 
able to  the  draft-dodging  of  their 
anti-Zionist  haredi  co-religionists. 

But  the  question  of  wearing 
politically  identifiable  insignia  in 
the  army  is  a problem. 

It  is  similarly  beyond  dispute 
that  the  socialist  and  kibbutz-affil- 
iated Palmah  units  made  the  great- 
est contribution  to  the  winning  of 
the  War  of  Independence  in  1948 
and  bore  the  brunt  of  the  casual- 
ties in  that  war  in  which  the 
Jewish  population  of  600,000  suf- 
fered 6.000  killed. 

Nonetheless,  prime  minister  and 
defense  minister  David  Ben- 
Gurion  was  absolutely  correct  in 
disbanding  the  Palmah ’s  separate 
High  Command  because  of  its 


open  political  identification, 
which  he  viewed  as  a threat  to  the 
democratic,  civilian  control  of  the 
armed  forces. 

It  is  worth  recalling  that  Ben- 
Gurion  announced  bis  decision  not 
to  the  Provisional  State  Council, 
the  forerunner  of  the  KnesseL  but 
to  the  Mapai-controlled  Central 
Committee  of  the  HistadruL  It  is 
also  worth  remembering  that 
Mapam,  with  which  most  of  the 
Palmah  commanders  were  identi- 
fied. was  conducting  an  open  flir- 
tation with  Papa  Stalin,  “the  Sun 
of  All  the  Nations”  as  some  of  the 
posters  in  their  kibbutz  kinder- 
gartens would  have  iL 

Just  as  there  was  a problem  of 
the  ultimate  loyalty  of  Palmah 
commanders  in  a period  of  the 
Cold  War,  so  is  there  a potential 
problem  today  of  the  readiness  of 
“knitted-kippa”  soldiers  to  follow 
orders  from  their  military  superi- 
ors on  military  matters  in  contra- 
diction to  the  balachic  rulings  of 
their  various  rabbis. 

That  is  the  legitimate  and  perti- 
nent analogy  Gazit  should  have 
used,  rather  than  the  monstrous 
Nazi  one,  which  should  be  excised 
from  all  public  debate  in  Israel. 
The  entire  sorry  affair  also  served 
as  an  indication  of  how  difficult  h 
is  to  conduct  a rational  debate  on 
serious  problems  in  today's  poiso- 
nous public  atmosphere. 

IT  IS  regrettable  that  Gazit’s  gaffe 
diverted  public  attention  from  the 
main  subject  of  (he  three-day  con- 
ference oq  “National  Identity  in 
New  States"  which  was  held 
under  the  joint  auspices  of  the  uni- 
versity and  the  Rabin  Center. 
There  is  much  that  we  in  Israel, 
embroiled  as  we  are  in  the  issues 
connected  to  the  Oslo  process  and 
to  the  forging  of  our  national  iden- 
tity two  generations  after  the  win- 
ning of  our  independence,  could 
learn  from  the  presentations  which 
underlined  the  theme  that  issues  of 
national  identity  and  the  clash 
between  opposing  identities  were 
extremely  complex. 

Prof.  Herman  Giltiome  of  the 


University  of  Cape  Town  spoke 
on  “Voting  one’s  country  away: 
Homeland  and  Power  in  post- 
Apartheid  South  Africa.” 
Gilliome,  an  Afrikaner  supporter 
of  the  reversing  of  apartheid  and 
the  empowering  of  the  blacks  in 
South  Africa,  reported  on  recent 
problematic  developments  in 
which  various  leaders  of  the 
African  National  Congress  who 
today  rule  South  Africa  were 
apparently  backtracking  on  their 
earlier  commitments  to  compro- 
mise with  the  Afrikaners  which 
made  the  transference  of  power 
earlier  this  decade  possible. 

Prof.  Bernard  Lewis  of 
Princeton  University,  who  is  con- 
sidered by  many  the  leading 
scholar  on  the  Middle  East  of  the 
past  two  generations,  sought  to 
emphasize  the  complexity  of  the 
concept  “national  identity”  in  this 
part  of  the  world.  In  recalling  the 
mutual  imposed  transfer  of  popu- 


lations- between  Greece  and 
Turkey  worked  out  in  the  after- 
math  of  World  War  I at  the 
Lausanne  Conference,  Lewis 
noted  that  the  agreement  did  not 
refer  to  ethnic  Greeks  and  Turks 
but  to  members  of  the  Greek 
Orthodox  Church  in  Turkey  and  to 
Moslems  in  Greece. 

What  he  did  not  mention  on  this 
occasion  was  that  the  man  most 
responsible  for  working  out  the 
population  transfer,  the  Norwegian 
explorer  and  League  of  Nations 
high  commissioner  on  refugees. 
Fridtjof  Nansen,  was  awarded  the 
Nobel  Peace  Prize  in  1922. 

The  main  lesson  I learned  from 
the  various  presentations  for  our 
own  situation  in  the  diplomatic 
process  was  a reinforcing  of  the 
truth  of  the  old  saw:  “How  do  por- 
cupines make  love?  Very  carefully.” 

The  writer  is  a Jerusalem  Post 
columnist 


A day  at  Tel  Aviv  University 


Over  the  past  27  years,  I 
have  spent  several  days  on 
the  campus  of  Tel  Aviv 
University.  The  reasons,  although 
varied,  will  be  familiar  to  anyone 
acquainted  with  the  conventions 
and  routines  of  academic  life. 

There  has  been  a need  to  make  use 
of  the  university’s  fine  library,  but 
more  often  my  visits  have  been  in 
response  to  invitations  to  participate 
in  seminars  and  conferences,  or  to 
attend  a meeting  of  some  academic 
committee  or  another. 

Not  unexpectedly,  over  time,  per- 
sonal contacts  and  some  Finn 
friendships  have  been  formed.  And 
it  was  partly  as  a result  of  these  that 
some  years  ago,  I agreed  to  a last- 
minute  call  toffll  in  for  a colleague 
who  had  decided  to  go  abroad  for  a 
semester,  and  so  found  myself 
teaching  a class  there. 

All  such  visits  to  the  Ramat 
Aviv  campus  have  been  unexcep- 
tional occasions.  True,  the  aura  of 
brashness  projected  by  some  of 
the  buildings  and  some  of  their 
inhabitants  has  sometimes  been  a 
little  daunting.  True,  too,  what 
appears  to  be  a deliberately  con- 
trived atmosphere  of  dyed-in-the- 
wool  cultural  secularism  has  ito 
my  taste)  occasionally  jarred.  But 
these  have  been  peripheral  irrita- 
tions. I have  certainly  never  had 
any  cause  to  him  down  an  invita- 
tion to  Tel  Aviv  University,  or  to 
regret  having  accepted  one. 

Last  Wednesday  may,  in  this 
respect,  mark  a minor  personal 
watershed. 

Matters  began  normally  enough. 
FirsL  there  was  the  invitation  to 
take  part  in  a three-day  interna- 
tional conference  on  “National 
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Identity  in  New  States”  which  the 
Rabin  Center  at  Tel  Aviv 
University  planned  to  convene  in 
order  to  commemorate  the  late 
prime  minister’s  76th  birthday. 

There  then  followed  the  usual 
protracted  round  of  further  clarifi- 
cations, some  substantive,  others 
logistic.  Finally,  and  in  good  time, 
a copy  of  the  final  program  arrived, 
naming  the  other  panelists  at  my 
particular  session  and  inviting  us 
all  to  the  festive  opening  session  of 
the  conference  and  to  a reception 
on  one  of  the  following  evenings. 

On  the  appointed  Wednesday 
morning,  I managed  to  arrive  on 
campus  in  time  enough  to  say  a 
preliminary  hello  to  the  conference 
organizer  (Professor  Anita  Shapira) 
and  to  my  fellow  panelists  and  our 
designated  chairman. 

The  lecture  itself  passed  off  with- 
out undue  incident  On  the  pro- 
gram, I had  been  sandwiched 
between  two  colleagues,  both  of 
whom  teach  at  the  Hebrew 
University  in  Jerusalem.  My  cho- 
sen title  was  “The  IDF:  Rom 
Nation-Binder  to  Nation-Divider?’ 
and  although  Leah  Rabin  (seated  in 
the  front  row  of  the  audience  of  a 
couple  of  hundred  people)  occa- 
sionally evinced  some  visible  dis- 
quiet at  some  of  ray  remarks,  noth- 
ing otherwise  untoward  occurred. 

MATTERS  changed  dramatically 
when  the  formal  presentations 
were  over,  and  the  chairman  invit- 
ed questions  and  comments  from 
the  floor.  The  very  first  person  to 
be  called  was  Shlomo  GaziL  a 


. -one-time  head  of  IDF  intelligence, 
who  is  now  employed  by  TAtTs* 
Jaffee  Center. 

Addressing  one  of  the  topics 
mentioned  during  the  course  of 
my  presentation.  Gazit  expounded 
on  the  dangers  supposedly  inher- 
ent in  the  license  with  which 
national-religious  troops  in  the 
IDF  are  allowed  to  wear  a knitted 
kippa  of  their  own  choice.  He  then 

- deliberately  - compared  a knit- 
ted kippa  to  a swastika. 

How  does  one  react  to  that  sort 
of  insult?  (After  all,  I was  wearing 
a knitted  kippa).  Having  over- 
come an  immediate  impulse  to  get 
up  and  walk  out,  I spent  the  next 
10  minutes  deliberating  with 
myself.  Ignore  him?  Resort  to  sar- 
casm? Appeal  to  reason? 

Ultimately,  when  my  turn  came 
to  respond.  I opted  for  the  latter 
approach.  Whether  or  not  this  was 
a wise  choice,  is  an  imponderable 

- and  may  even  be  irrelevant 

Far  more  germane  is  the  fact  that 

no  one  else  in  the  entire  hall 
thought  fit  to  pass  comment  on 
Gant’s  remark.  Once  die  initial 
buzz  (of  approval?  of  disap- 
proval?) had  died  down,  and  Gazit 
had  expressed  a hurried  apology, 
the  discussion  proceeded  as  though 
nothing  had  happened  Most  of  the 
remaining  respondents  similarly 
addressed  themselves  to  my  lec- 
ture, in  one  or  two  cases  somewhat 
abrasively  so,  but  without  disasso- 
ciating themselves  from  Gazit 
Clearly,  that  was  something  which 
1 would  have  to  do  myself. 

In  some  respects,  worse  still  was 


to  follow. 

. pnee  the  session  was  over,  ail. the 
_papeli$ts.  were  invited  to  join  tfce  . 
conference  .organizers  and.  their 
other  guests  for  lunch.  But  when  our 
small  party  finally  reached  die 
appointed  restaurant.  I found  that  we 
were  in  The  Green  House,  an  estab- 
lishment rumored  not  to  possess  a 
kashrut  certificate.  Just  to  be  sure.  I 
asked  one  of  the  restaurant  employ- 
ees. who  confirmed  my  suspicion. 
The  Green  House  is  not  kosher. 

The  young  lady  who  had  led  me 
to  the  restaurant  on  behalf  of  the 
Rabin  Center  attempted  to  express 
sympathy  (“What  a pity  you  came 
all  this  way  for  nothing.’^ 

She  failed  to  grasp  that  what 
was  lacking  was  a more  basic  dose 
of  empathy  (“We  just  didn't  think 
about  kashruL”)  What,  then,  do 
other  religiously  observant  guests 
do?  Are  they  misled  into  thinking 
that  a restaurant  supported  by  a 
national  university  in  Israel  must 
be  kosher?  Or  are  they  - tike  me  - 
simply  left  to  their  own  devices? 

The  parallel  with  my  sensation 
of  estrangement  after  Gazit’s 
remark  was  too  strong  to  be 
ignored.  This  time,  I did  walk  out 

Later  on,  1 met  Prof.  Shapira 
outside  the  lecture  haU.  As  charm- 
ing as  ever,  she  did  apologize  - 
belatedly  and  privately  - both  for 
Gazit' s remarks  and  for  the  restau- 
rant How  many  of  her  colleagues 
at  Tel  Aviv  University  share  her 
sentiments? 

The  writer  is  professor  of  political 
studies  at  Bar-flan.  University  and 
senior  research  associate  of  the 
BESA  Center  for  Strategic 
Studies. 


change  in  Damascus 
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No 

Tbe  recent  Israeli  initiative 
concerning  south  Lebanon 
caught  Hafez  Assad  off 
guard.  For  years,  the  Syrian  presi- 
dent called  all  the  shots  in 
Lebanon,  in  the  face  of  a passive 
Israel  whose  political  and  military 
reactions  to  the  increasing  success 
of  Hizbullah  terrorism  offered  no 
inspiration,  im agination  or  adapta- 
tion to  changing  circumstances. 

Finally.  Defense  Minister 
Yitzhak  Mordecbai's  initiative  of 
accepting  UN  Security  Council 
Resolution  425  oF  March  30, 
1978,  put  some  pressure  on  Assad. 
Both  Lebanese  and  international 
quarters  are  likely  to  ask  some 
questions  about  Syria's  refusal  to 
allow  Israel  a dignified  and  com- 
plete withdrawal  from  occupied 
Lebanese  territory. 

Clearly,  Assad  has  a ready-made 
answer  that  the  fate  of  the  Golan 
Heights  and  south  Lebanon  are 
closely  related  and  there  should  be 
no  separate  deal  between  Lebanon 
and  Israel  at  a time  when  the  latter 
shows  no  willingness  to  abide  by 
Syria's  diktat  regarding  the  Golan 
Heights,  i.e,  a return  to  the  pre- 
June  1967  lines. 

In  Syrian  political  terminology,  a 
separate  deal  is  anathema,  a pain  Ail 


reminder  of  the  Camp  David  and 
Oslo  accords,  both  signed,  accord- 
ing to  Syria,  behind  its  back  and  in 
flagrant  avoidance  of  its  rights  and 
interests.  This  time,  Hafez  Assad  is 
determined  to  prevent  this  from 
happening  in  his  backyard. 

Here  lies  the  most  fundamental 
Syrian  obligation  to  any  diplomatic 
initiative  concerning  Lebanon: 
Syria’s  deep-rooted  conviction  that 
Lebanon  is  an  integral  part  of  the 
Great  Syrian  Homeland,  hence  its 
very  existence  and  political  fate  are 
dependant  on  Syria’s  good  will. 

In  1943-44.  the  British  negotiat- 
ed with  the  emerging  Arab  states 
the  formation  of  die  Arab  League, 
and  Syria's  leaders  were  told  in  no 
□ncertain  terms  that  their  own 
independence  was  linked  to  their 
acceptance  of  a separate  Lebanese 
state.  The  Syrians  listened,  made 
some  unpleasant  noises  about 
Lebanon's  rights.  Maronite  aspira- 
tions and  the  injustice  caused  to 
Syria  by  colonial  machinations 
and,  finally  ratified  the  League 
Covenant,  recognizing  de  facto 
Lebanese  independence. 

But  it  was  a qualified  recogni- 


tion. Syria  never  formally  accept- 
ed Lebanon’s  independence;  to 
this  very  day  there  are  no  regular, 
formal  diplomatic  relations 
between  the  two  countries. 

Assad  did  not  initiate  this  tradi- 
tion, but  be  inherited  it  Mid  has 
never  shown  any  desire  to  deviate 
from  it.  On  the  contrary,  since  his 
rise  to  power,  and  more  so  since 
Lebanon’s  Civil  War  of  1975-6 
and  the  Israeli  withdrawal  of  May- 
June  1985.  he  relates  to  Lebanon 
as  a Syrian  colony  whose  foreign 
and  military  policies  are  com- 
pletely subjugated  to  Syria's. 

Those  Lebanese  who  dared 
challenge  Syria  paid  with  their 
lives,  and  the  long  list  consists  of 
such  illustrious  names  as  Kamal 
JunbJatL  Bashir  Gemayel  and 
Dany  Charaoun.  Each  had  his  own 
vision  for  Lebanon’s  future,  but 
all  paid  the  ultimate  price  for  pre- 
senting Lebanese  policies  con- 
trary to  Syria’s. 

Assad  is  not  going  to  change 
this  time.  He  already  summoned 
Lebanon’s  leaders  and  dictated  to 
them  his  reaction  to  Israel’s  initia- 
tive. Moreover,  it  should  come  as 


no  surprise  if,  on  this  unceremoni- 
ous occasion.  Syria  again  uses  ter- 
rorism as  a means  of  coercing  and 
frightening  those  elements  in 
Lebanon  which  might  show  even 
the  slightest  interest  in  Israel's 
proposals  (which,  under  normal 
circumstances,  should  be  greeted 
with  fanfare  tty  every  Lebanese 
patriot,  regardless  of  his  sectarian 
affiliation.) 

The  Lebanese  know  it,  too.  and 
wall  necessarily  take  precautions, 
something  which  will  almost  cer- 
tainly make  die  Israeli  initiative 
hreievanL  The  Syrians  might  also 
encourage  Hizbullah  to  intensify  its 
attacks  against  Israeli  targets,  so  we 
are  likely  to  see  mare  trouble  in 
Lebanon  in  tbe  near  fixture. 

Nonetheless,  Assad  is  in  a 
predicament;  he  most  explain  to  die 
Europeans  Mid  Americans  why  he  is 
preventing  Lebanon  from  exercis- 
ing its  full  sovereignty  over  an  area 
which  is  under  .occupation.  This  is 
not  something  that  he  cannot  han- 
dle; it's  just  a new  and  troublesome 
element  in  a situation  which  hither- 
to offered  him  only  advantages  and 
paid  him  good  dividends. 

The  writer  is  a Jerusalem  Post 
columnist. 
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A„  ^ Washington 

S the  United  States  .geared  up  last 
month  for  an  Intensive  bombing 
campaign  over  Traq,  the  Oinmn  Ad- 
ministration weighed  its  chances  of 
crippling  Saddam  Hussein's  chemical 
biological  war-making  abilities  against  the 
certainty  that  the  attack  would  klB  hundreds 
or  thousands  of  Iraqis.  Years  of  sanctions  had 
already  brought  suffering  to  Iraqi  civilians; 
the  prospect  of  killing  many  more,  an  camera 
no  less,  eroded  the  international  enthusiasm 
for  a military  solution.  . 

Switch  now  to  the.  other  side  of  the  globe 
and  a less  traditional  crisis  posing  equally 
difficult  choices.  In  Indonesia,  the  United 
States  and  its  allies,  working  through  die 
International  Monetary  Fimri,  are  engagpd  in 
an  increasingly  higb>stakes  struggle  to  force 
radical  change  in  a country  run  by  an  enig- 
matic 78-year-old  who  could  teach  saHHam  a 
thing  or  two  about  the  mean  art  of  authoritar- 
ian control.  Yet  America  vs.  President  Su- 
harto is  the  kind  of  post-cold  war  conflict  that 
doesn’t  yield  the  sort  of  vivid  television  im- 
ages broadcast  from  the  Persian  Gulf. 
There’s  nothing  more  dramatic  than  watch- 
ing pilots  zoom  off  the  flight  deck  .of  the 
carrier  Independence,  and  nothing  more 
sleep-inducing  than  watching  PhJD.  econo- 
mists at  the  IJVLF.  launch  their  spreadsheets. 

Sometimes,  though,  benign  images  can  de- 
ceive. And  behind  the  haze  of  economic  jar- 
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Suharto  is  no  Saddam, 
but  lives  and  stability 
are  in  the  balance. 


gan  surrounding  the  Indonesia  crisis  — the 
talk  of  currency  boards  and  cartels,  crony 
capitalism,  rampant  corruption  and  the  ex- 
change rate  for.  the  rupiah  — lies  a calculus 
that  both  Mr.  Suharto  and  Washington  know 
is  as  brutal  and  real-life  as  any  in  Iraq. 

Mr.  Suharto  is  defying  the  economic  man- 
dates' of:  -the  LMJ7.  — and 'the  officials  JnJ 
Wa&bihgtan  who  fctffterice  ft  — because  he 
vfovte  th&  : conditlaair  th^'  ^plac^  on  ^ $43 
billion  "bailout  plan  .as  a Western  effort  "to 1 
diminish  his  "power  and  . undercut  foe.sover- 
elgnty’  of  the  world's  fourth  most  populous 
nation.  But  in  the  tradition-  of  centuries  of 
Javanese  rulers,  he  is  also  a master  strat- 
egist And  he  is  betting  that  Washington  and 
the  IMP.,  despite  their  clearly  worded  warn- 
ings last  week,  do  not  have  the  nerve  to  cat  tiff 
his  emergency  akL. 

Ugly  Prospects 

He  may  be  right  If  foe  IMF.  pulls  out,  there 
is  every  likelihood  that  foe  result  could  be  very 
bloody:  rising  prices  that  spark  more  food 
riots  .and  more  violence  directed  at  the  cam- 
try’s  wealthy  efomc  Chinese  minority,  and 
potential  tor  major  political  upheaval.  None  of 
that  is  a certainty,  at  coarse,  and  many  fear 
unrest  even  if  the  IMF,  continues  its  loans  to 
Jakarta  But  the  human  toll  could  be  aaugly  as 
lobbing  smart  bombs  at  Baghdadi 

Hemy  Kissinger  cut  to  foe  heart  of  the  issue 
last_week  in  a talk  that  dwelled  at  length  on  a 
place  be  came- to  know  when  domino  theory 
described  countries  threatened  by  Commit- 


dW 


r*tir 


v. 


At 


JJr** 


r<* 


■*  i 


\*  v~ 


A ^ 


fu 


"*!***: 


v m 


iMf. 


y 


m* 


Pm 


k^ 


jfe-.. 


M' 


m 


y -Li 


t 


r- 


4* 


y* 


Si 


v 


sSSgl 


li 


v- 


■# 


m 


% 


■ >W; 


Sip 


Hr 

...****. 


m 


S’ 


v*. 


.W. 


m 


uJi 

s-'j 


Associated  Press 


Tn  parwr  buying  during  Indonesia’s  economic  crisis,  people  in  Jakarta  pressed  forward  for  cooking  oil  in  January. 


mb 


nism,  not  cronyism.  This  time,  be  said,  it  was 
cbe  West  looking  to  change  foe  region.  "If  the 
definition  of  a revolution  is  fundamental 
change  in  the  economic  and  political  system,” 
he  said  in  a talk  at  foe  Brookings  Institution, 
“then  what  we  are  trying  to  engineer  in  some 
of  these  countries  is  clearly  a revolution.” 

Nobody  in  official  Washington,  least  of  all 
Treasury  Secretary  Robert  E.  Rubin,  who  has 
been  overseeing  foe  confrontation  with  Mr. 
Suharto  since  Indonesia's  economic  meltdown 
began  in  October,  would  use  a word  like  “revo- 
lution.” Washington’s  most  famous  former 
Wall  Street  trader  is  clearly  uncomfortable 
when  the  subject  turns  to  the  huge  political 
upheavals  implicit  in  the  IMF.  plan.  .Instead, 
Mr.  Rubin  prefers  foe  seemingly  apolitical 
language  of  foe  financial  world,  taiwng  about 
foe  need  to  "restore  market  confidence”  and 
for  “transparency”  in  Indonesian  decisions. 

Undercutting  Suharto 

But  make  no  mistake  about  it:  Letting  foe 
IMF.  work  its  win  in  Indonesia  threatens  Mr. 
Suharto’s  control  over  foe  country  as  surely  as 
letting  arms  inspectors  into  Iraq  threatens 
Mr.  Hussein's.  Though  worded  more  politely, 
the  face-off  with  Mr.  Suharto  is  now  a political 
as  well  as  an  economic  struggle.  Just  look  at 
who  is  crowding  the  daily  meetings  on  Indo- 
nesia at  the  White  House  — not  only  Mr.  Rubin 
and  hi s financial  experts  but  top  State  Depart- 
ment officials,  (HA.  analysts,  Pentagon  brass 
and  national  security  aides. 

When  President  Clinton  needed  a personal 
envoy  to  take  bis  message  to  President  Su- 


Baghdad  is  high- 
profile.  Jakarta  is  not. 
Benign  images  deceive. 


harto  face  to  face,  be  chose  a political  heavy- 
weight: former  Vice  President  Waiter  F.  Mon- 
dale. Mr.  Mondale  spent  an  hour  with  Mr. 
Suharto  and  his  aides  talking  economics,  fol- 
lowed by  a private  conversation  to  discuss 
political  realities.  The  markets,  Mr.  Mondale 
said,  would  vote  with  their  dollars  when  Mr. 
Suharto  chooses  his  next  economic  team. 
Translation : Install  a bunch  of  IMJL-b ashing 
cronies  and  your  economy  will  be  washed  into 
the  South  China  Sea. 

The  White  House  called  it  a fruitful  ex- 
change of  views,  but  one  official  warned:  "You 
have  to  remember  that  we  were  dealing  with 
the  Javanese  answer  to  MachiavellL  No  one 
knows  what  Suharto  is  really  planning,  and  no 
one  has  known  for  30  years." 

What  they  do  know  is  that  Mr.  Suharto  is  a 
survivor  extraordinaire.  His  economy  may  be 
collapsing  around  him,  foe  IMF.  may  be 
attacking  his  relatives'  and  cronies’  enter- 
prises, riots  may  be  breaking  out  across  foe 
country,  but  his  grip  on  Indonesia  seems 
stronger  than  ever.  On  Wednesday  his  hand- 
picked legislature  is  expected  to  rubber-stamp 
another  five-year  term.  And  his  choice  for  vice 
president  — his  possible  successor  should  be 
not  serve  out  his  next  term  — has  Washington 
worried:  B.  J.  Habibie  is  foe  very  model  of  the 
modern  crony  capitalist,  the  driving  force  in  a 
giant  national  aircraft  project  that  the  IMF. 
is  attempting  to  junk. 

So  why  is  Washington  going  to  all  this 
trouble?  After  ail,  Indonesia  is  no  Japan,  even 
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By  JOE  SHARKEY 

WHEN  he  was  starting  out  as  a standup 
comedian  in  the  1960's,  Woody  Allen  joked 
about  being  expelled  from  college  for  cheat- 
ing on  a philosophy  exam : “I  looked  within 
foe  soul  of  the  boy  sitting  next  to  me,”  he  said. 

Three  decades  (and  30  years  of  personal  psycho- 
therapy) later,  Mr.  Allen  still  sprinkles  his  movie  scripts 
with  references  to  philosophers  like  Kierkegaard  and 
Kant,  as  well  as  to  psychoanalysts  like  Freud. 

There  may  be  a lesson  here  — at  least  if  you’re  a 
philosopher.  Taking  note  of  psychotherapy's  mixed 
record  during  its  century-long  domination  of  the  effort 
to  address  people's  practical  problems  of  living,  some 
philosophers  have  begun  to  scamper  back  down  from 
foe  ivory  tower  to  conduct  business  the  way  Socrates  did 
— by  returning,  literally,  to  the  marketplace. 

They  are  hanging  out  their  shingles.  Springing  from 
a movement  that  began  in  Germany  in  the  1980’s,  a 
small  but  growing  number  of  American  philosophers 
have  opened  private  practices  as  “philosopher  practi- 
tioners,” offering  a therapy  based  on  the  idea  that 
solutions  to  many  personal,  moral  and  ethical  problems 
can  be  found  not  in  psychotherapy  or  Prozac  but  deep 
within  the  2^00-year-old  body  of  philosophical  discourse. 

“Psychiatry  and  psychology  ultimately  have  failed 
people,”  said  Lou  Marinoff,  a professor  of  philosophy  at 
City  College  in  New  York  who  has  been  seeing  private 
clients  — at  $100  a session,  about  what  psychologists  get 
— since  1991.  Dr.  Marinoff,  who  estimates  that  there  are 
several  dozen  philosophers  in  private  practice  in  the 
United  States,  wants  to  lead  like-minded  colleagues 
back  to  their  ancient  place  at  foe  center  of  the  emotional 

Continued  on  Page  11 
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By  GEORGE  JOHNSON. 


THE  idea  once  seemed  so  elegant  and  simple: 
The  universe  began  with  a bang.  Wherever 
astronomers  pointed  their  telescopes,  the  dis- 
tant galaxies  were  shooting  away  like  stellar 
shrapnel.  And  permeating  the  space  in  between  was  a 
uniform  glow  of  radiation  — surely  the  afterflash  of  an 
ancient  explosion. 

Piece  by  piece,  the  story  of  creation  clicked  togeth- 
er. The  equations  of  the  Big  Bang  could  even  be  used  to 
predict  the  relative  amounts  of  the  lighter  elements, 
hydrogen,  helium  and  lithium,  created  early  in  cosmic 
history.  Again  theory  matched  observation  with  a preci- 
sion that  was  wondrous  to  behold. 

But  the  theoretical  paradise  was  not  to  last.  In 
recent  years,  with  one  problem  after  another  confront- 
ing the  Big  Bang,  the  universe  no  longer  appears  so  well 
behaved. 

The  latest  blow  came  late  last  month.  It  had  long 
been  expected  that  the  gravitational  tug  of  the  galaxies 
against  one  another  would  rein  in  the  universal  explo- 
sion, the  inward  puli  precisely  balancing  the  outward 
expansion,  keeping  it  in  check.  Theorists  were  under- 
standably shocked  when  the  Feb.  27  issue  of  Science 
reported  strong  evidence  that  the  expansion  is  speeding 
up,  implying  the  existence  of  some  kind  of  unexplained 
repulsive  force  counteracting  gravity. 

That  conclusion,  though  still  tentative,  is  the  latest 
in  a series  of  surprises  that  theorists  have  been  strain- 
ing to  understand  As  the  astronomers'  tools  of  observa- 
tion haw  grown  more  and  more  acute,  it  has  become 
necessary  to  add  one  elaboration  after  another  to  the 
original  Big  Bang  theory  — the  existence  of  a brief 
“inflationary  epoch”  right  after  the  initial  explosion: 
vast  amounts  of  invisible,  unexplained  “dark  matter,” 
and  now,  perhaps,  some  mysterious  something  that  is 
accelerating  the  cosmic  expansion. 

For  those  on  the  outside  looking  in,  it  is  hard  to  know 
whether  to  marvel  at  these  filigrees  or  to  recoil  at  a 
theory  that  is  seeming  more  and  more  like  a kludge  — 
programmers'  jargon  for  a piece  of  buggy  software, 
with  one  patch  slapped  on  top  of  another  in  a desperate 
attempt  to  keep  it  from  crashing. 

With  no  other  remotely  viable  candidate,  most 
theorists  think  the  Big  Bang  will  survive,  even  If  its 
sleek  modernist  lines  are  tending  toward  the  baroque. 
But  some  scientists  have  taken  to  calling  cosmology  — 
the  craft  of  making  theories  of  the  universe  — cosmetol- 
ogy. There  always  seems  to  be  another  blemish  to  cover 
up. 

1 Greatest  Blunder’ 

One  of  the  first  to  get  an  inkling  of  what  came  to  be 
called  the  Big  Bang  was  Albert  Einstein,  who  absolutely 
hated  the  idea.  In  1917,  he  was  dismayed  to  realize  that 
his  general  theory  of  relativity  implied  that  the  universe 
was  either  contracting  or  expanding.  Figuratively  slap- 
ping his  forehead  — everybody  knew  the  universe  was 
sitting  still  — he  added  a term  to  his  equations  later 
called  a cosmological  constant,  a fudge  factor  intended  to 
cancel  out  any  change  in  size. 

Later,  after  astronomers  had  amassed  compelling 
evidence  that  the  galaxies  indeed  were  speeding  away 
from  the  earth  and  from  each  other,  Einstein  famously 


called  the  cosmological  constant  his  “greatest  blunder.” 
He  may  have  spoken  too  soon.  Over  the  years,  the 
constant  has  been  dragged  out  of  the  trash  can  and 
reconsidered  whenever  the  cosmos  wasn't  behaving  as  it 
should. 

Almost  as  soon  as  it  was  formulated,  the  Big  Bang 
ran  into  trouble. 

Indirectly  measuring  the  distance  of  the  galaxies 
and  the  speed  at  which  they  appeared  to  be  flying  away, 
the  great  astronomer  Edwin  Hubble  concluded  that  two 
billion  years  had  passed  since  everything  was  clumped 
together  waiting  to  explode.  But  geologists  using  another 
scientific  yardstick,  the  rate  at  which  uranium  decays 
into  lead,  calculated  that  the  Earth  itself  was  twice  that 
old. 

This  embarrassment  was  quickly  resolved.  The 
speed  of  the  galaxies  was  gauged  by  how  much  their  light 
was  stretched  toward  the  red  end  of  the  spectrum, 
somewhat  in  the  way  that  a receding  siren  will  sound  as 
though  it  is  falling  In  pitch.  Measuring  the  galaxies’ 
distance  was  even  more  oblique.  One  had  to  theorize 
about  how  bright  certain  celestial  objects  would  be  if  me 
could  stand  right  next  to  them  and  behold  diem  full  blast 
Compare  this  hypothesized  intrinsic  brightness  with  the 
dimness  of  the  light  that  actually  reached  Earth,  and  one 
could  estimate  the  distance  in  between.  ' 

There  was  plenty  of  theoretical:  wiggle  room.  Cosmic 
dust,  a fudge  factor  as  useful  as  the  cosmological  con- 
stant, might  obscure  a star  or  galaxy,  making  it  appear 


farther  away  than  it  really  was.  Or  one’s  theory  about  the 
actual  brightness  might  be  wrong. 

Hubble  was  measuring  distance  using  pulsating 
stars  called  Cepheids.  For  some  reason,  their  rate  of 
blinking  told  how  bright  they  really  were.  It  turned  out 
that  not  all  Cepheids  behaved  the  same.  Readjusting  the 
calculations,  astronomers  were  able  to  come  up  with  a 
universe  old  enough  to  contain  die  earth. 

The  theory  still  had  more  doubters  than  believers 
until  around  1965,  when  the  astronomers  Amo  Penzias 
and  Robert  Wilson  discovered  the  ubiquitous  background 
radiation,  the  left-over  flash  of  the  primordial  explosion. 
Add  to  that  the  successful  prediction  of  the  abundance  of 
the  lighter  elements  created  after  the  blast  and  the 
theory  seemed  to  be  clinched. 

Miracles 

But  not  everything  could  be  accounted  for.  Why,  for 
example,  did  the  background  radiation  appear  to  have 
precisely  the  same  temperature  everywhere?  Thecoind- 


■ various  reasons;  our  own  universe  seemed  to  be  “flat, 
poised  between*the  two  extremes. 

■ Barring  the  existence  of  a benevolent  dictator,  how 
did  everything  become  so  finely  tuned? 


The  universe  is  shrinking. 

No,  it’s  expanding.  It's  > 
slowing  down.  No,  it’s 
speeding  up.  But  the  caveats 
are  coming  even  faster. 

An  answer  came  in  1979  when  the  physicist  Aha 
Goth  proposed  that,  just  after  the  primal  expkyaon,  the 
universe  temporarily  kicked  into  overdrive,  and  began  ^ 
wildly  expanding,  doubling  and  doubling  and  doubling 
again  This  inflationary  epoch  lasted  the  tiniest  fraction 
of  a second.  But  according  to  the  ca!cnl«ritwn.-lMs  was 
enough  to  even  out  the  radiation  and  flatten  ihecnnfiajtare 
— to  smooth  out  the  wrinkles  in  die  Big  Bang.  The 
cosmological  constant  was  back. 

But  then  cosmologjsts  began  to  worry  that  the 
radiation  was  too  smooth,  indicating  a featureless,  homo- 
geneous early  universe  that  inexplicably  gave  way  to  the 
irregular  cosmos,  studded  with  stars  and. galaxies  and 
great  galactic  dusters,  that  is  seen  today.  The  tonerse 
wasn’t  old  pnnugh,  it  seemed,  nor  gravity  strong  enough,  . 
for  so  much  matter  to  have  congealed.  And  so  came  the  * 
next  modification.  Cosmologlsts  had  already  found  that  a 
theorized  substance  called  dark  matter  was  extremely 
useful  for  getting  theory  to  mesh  with  reality.  If  the 
universe  contained  enough  of  this  invisible  staff,  it-  might 
provide  the  extra  gravitational  pull  to  form  tbft  large- 
scale  structures. 

The  Big  Bang  was  simple  no  more.  And  now  it  seems 
to  be  getting  even  more  convoluted.  - 

Lost  in  Space 

If  the  universe  indeed  was  flattened  by  an  mnatioo- 
ary  smoothing,  balanced  between  collapsing  and  becom- 
ing rarefied  into  nothingness,  then  the  expansion  should 
be  gradually  slowing,  though  never  by  enough  to  canse  an 
ultimate  collapse.  Stuff  farther  out  and;  thus,  farther 
back  in  time,  should  be  receding  just  a tiny  bit  faster  than 
stuff  closer  in.  Using  exploding  stars  called  supernovas 
as  their  measuring  beacons  — the  rate  at  which  they 
flare  and  fade  is  used  to  estimate  bow  bright  they  really 
are  — astronomers  have  rehictantly  come  to  conclude  hi 
recent  weeks  that  the  expansion  may  be  perversely 
accelerating. 

It  is  still  possible  that  the  astronomers  have  been 
victims  of  an  optical  illusion,  as  Hubble  was  with  the 
Cepheids.  Meanwhile,  theorists  are  prepared  for  more 
tinkering,  talking  about  giving  the  cosmological  constant 
another  run.  Some  casmologists  are  proposing  a hypo- 
thetical stuff  called  quintessence  that  fills  the  nooks  and  1 
crannies  of  space.  Quintessence  was  the  name  for  Arts- 


that  so  murii  ttf  our  understanding1  about  the  cosmos  is 
up  in  the  air  again. 


dence  seemed  too  good  to  be  true.  More  miraculous  still 
was  the  unlikely  shape  of  the  universe.  A “closed” 
universe  is  curved  so  that  the  whole  thing  will  eventually 
collapse.  An  “open”  universe  will  expand  forever.  But  for. 


tone's  fifth  dement,  beyond  earth^mr^flre  andLwater,  the 
etheric  substance  of  the  heavenly  spheres. 

The  name  is  meant  to  be  ironic,  but  it  is  a reminder 


Self-Starters 

Learning  to  Go  Against  Japan’s  Corporate  Grain 


By  SHERYL  WuDUNN 


Tokyo 

A JAPANESE  executive  was 
describing  his  company's 
efforts  to  spin  off  a smaller 
unit  when  he  suddenly 
leaned  forward  and  asked  that  his 
name  not  be  used. 

In  a low  voice,  he  said  with  a touch 
of  embarrassment:  “If  this  happens, 
we  will  have  an  image  as  an  innova- 
tor.” 

Horrors! 

This  desire  to  innovate  while  not 
being  openly  seen  as  doing  so  may 
explain  why  the  Japanese  have  not 
quite  embraced  a concept  that  has 
built  America  and  contributed  to  its 
vitality:  entrepreneurship. 

They  don't  even  have  a good  word 
for  it.  They  have  a few  expressions, 
like  kigyo  ka  (“one  who  starts  a 
business”),  but  somehow  the  terms 
don’t  quite  have  the  same  ringing 
spirit  in  a nation  not  known  for  a go- 
it-alone  attitude. 

So  the  Japanese  have  just  import- 
ed the  word  an-torepurenab  whole, 
along  with  launching  rounds  of  dis- 
cussions about  its  spirit 
As  the  Asian  economic  crisis  con- 
tinues, it  has  become  painfully  obvi- 
ous here  that  traditional  Japanese 
values  are  interfering  with  the  coun- 
try’s attempt  to  build  the  kind  of 
entrepreneurial  spirit  that  could  lead 
it  out  of  its  seven-year  slump. 

Japan  fears  that  it  will  fall  behind 
America  and  Europe,  and  perhaps 
even  Aslan  countries  like  South  Ko- 
rea, unless  it  can  change  the  dynam- 
ic of  its  economy. 

A Fear  of  Losing  Ground 

Although  Japan  may  have  the  sec- 
ond biggest  economy  in  the  world,  its 
companies  are  vast,  bureaucratic 
conglomerates  at  a time  when  entre- 
preneurial, information-age  compa- 
nies are  dominant. 

In  short,  they  are  too  much  like 
Mitsui  and  not  enough  like  Microsoft. 
Government  officials  and  business 
executives  fear  the  country  is  losing 
ground  in  an  emerging  global  econ- 
omy that  will  increasingly  reward 
creativity,  flexibility  and  entrepre- 
neurship, which  Is  a rarity  here. 
While  entrepreneurship  is  not  looked 
down  on.  It  doesn't  merit  much  pres- 


tige, either. 

"It’s  rat  receiving  the  appropriate 
attention  or  respect,”  said  Yoshihiko 
Miyauchi,  a creative  iconoclast  and 
the  president  of  Orix  Corporation,  a 
leasing  company.  “People  do  not  aim 
to  become  lie  Bill  Gates.” 

Japan  is  now  grappling  with  ways 
to  inspire  entrepreneurship  and  inno- 
vation in  a society  that  looks  askance 
at  those  who  venture  out  alone.  The 
new  campaign  to  create  individuals 
in  the  most  communitarian  of  socie- 
ties — and  nurture  risk  takers  in  a 
nation  exceedingly  risk  averse  — 
faces  huge  obstacles. 

But  it  is  not  as  though  Japan  has 
never  had  entrepreneurs. 

Many  of  today’s  giant  companies 
were  founded  by  brave  and  calculat- 
ing young  men,  people  like  Akio  Mor- 
ita  and  Mas  are  Ibuka  who  started 


The  country  hopes 
that  kindling  an 
entrepreneurial 
spirit  will  help  pull 
it  out  of  its  slump. 


making  tape  recorders  and  transistor 
radios  in  an  enterprise  that  became 
Sony  Corporation. 

Konosuke  Matsushita  started  mak- 
ing electric  sockets  with  his  wife  and 
her  brother  and  turned  the  company 
Into  the  powerhouse  that  is  Matsu- 
shita Electric  Industrial  Company. 
Soichiro  Honda,  who  hooked  an  en- 
gine to  a bicycle  to  make  Japan's  first 
motorcycle,  built  his  company  into 
Honda  Motor  Company. 

But  these  days,  corporate  life  is  so 
comfortable  that  risk-taking  is  an 
alien  idea. 

Lifetime  employment  still  Ungers, 
even  after  all  the  havoc  wrought  by 
the  90’s. 

Companies  often  offer  dating  serv- 
ices and  discounts  for  big-ticket  pur- 
chases. Some  help  out  with  family 
events,  such  as  bringing  a new  baby 
into  the  world  or  burying  a parent.  A 
number  of  companies  even  have  a 
graveyard  for  employees. 

All  these  benefits  make  a company 


as  bard  to  leave  as  a warm  bed  on  a 
cold  morning. 

In  die  marriage  market,  which  is 
still  dominated  by  informal  match- 
makers, the  prize  is  a young  man  who 
works  for  a large  company.  Entrepre- 
neurs are  a distinct  second  best 

The  Japanese  still  regard  individ- 
ualism with  a good  deal  of  suspicion 

— the  word  for  it,  kojin  shugi,  is 
sometimes  used  pejoratively  because 
it  connotes  selfishness. 

Selflessness  First 

That  explains  why  Akihiro  Yokol, 
who  invented  the  small  electronic  pet 
called  the  Tamagotchi,  did  not  public- 
ly claim  credit  when  it  became  a 
worldwide  sensation  last  year.  He  re- 
mained virtually  silent  for  nearly  a 
year,  letting  credit  to  go  to  a woman 
who  worked  at  Bandai  Company 
where  the  palm-size  toys  are  manu- 
factured. 

“In  Japan,  we  have  a village  soci- 
ety, so  if  someone  makes  a lot  of 
money,  he  is  alienated,”  said  Mr. 
YokoL  "There  is  this  atmosphere  that 
everybody  should  be  in  something 
together.  Japanese  society  does  not 
openly  hail  individual  success.” 

Scholars  partly  attribute  the  prob- 
lem to  the  education  system,  with  its 
rigid  hierarchy  and  emphasis  on 
memorization. 

Such  an  approach  has  made  die 
society  more  attuned  to  productive, 
disciplined  assembly  lines  than  to 
more  creative  activities,  said  Masaru 
Yoshitomi,  a prominent  economist  at 
the  LTCB  Research  Institute. 

“The  paradigm  has  been  chang- 
ing," said  Mr.  YoshltomL 

In  the  1970's,  the  focus  was  on 
factory  workers,  he  said,  and  people 
needed  good  basic  skills  and  Japan 
thrived. 

Upstarts 

Now,  the  need  is  for  software  engi- 
neers, and  Japan  lags. 

- Besides  creativity,  entrepreneur- 
ship  also  needs  a system  of  venture 
capital  to  finance  companies  so  that 
they  can  expand. 

Japan  has  almost  no  true  venture 
capital  funds,  or  a system  of  venture 
capital.  Banks  are  loath  to  lend  to 
upstarts,  high  taxes  discourage  suc- 
cess and  stock  market  listings  are 
extremely  difficult  to  secure. 


The  Government  has  made  a start, 
particularly  in  setting  up  programs  to 
encourage  new  businesses  with  spe- 
cial loans. 

On  a broader  level,  Japan  is  trying 
to  re-educate  its  people,  starting  with 
kindergarteners  in  hopes  of  cultivat- 
ing greater  creativity  and  independ- 
ent thinking. 

Now  entrepreneurship  has  become 
a buzzword  among  board  directors, 
salarymen.  Government  officials  and 
young  students. 


Lectures,  seminars  and  bocks 
abound,  all  of  them  offering  step-by- 
step  guidance  on  how  to  become  an 
entrepreneur. 

The  stature  of  the  handful  of  new 
entrepreneurs,  like  Masayoshi  Son, 
who  began  distributing  software  nwt 
then  bought  high-technology  compa- 
nies here  and  in  America,  has  been 
rising  within  the  business  commuifl- 
ty- 

But  ultimately,  some  scholars  say, 
a fundamental  shift  Is  needed  since 


Japan’s  capitalism  differs  from  that 
of  the  United  States  and  tends  xo  he 
fess^ friendly  to  small  startups.- 
'“For  entrepreneurship  to  weak, 
you  have  to  have  a free  market;  on e 
■where  the  strong  win  and  the  whde 
lose,”  said  Daizaburo  Hashizuine, a 
sociologist  at  Tokyo  of  Tecfe-  - 

nofogy. 

pamesdis^jpearstndnewamjpffldes 
fise.  But  there  is  no  soefa  free  market 
in  Japan.” 
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By  LOUIS  UCHTTELLE 


ONE  of  the  things  that  is  supposed  to 
| be  so  wonderful  about. the  econom- 
ic expansion  ot  the  1990’s  is  that  it 
. ****  made  people  feel  so  good  about 

themselves.  Remember  the  pitiful, 
American  giant  of  the  1980's,  with  its  butter- 
fingered,  inept  work  force?  That  is  not  the 
hafional  self-image  anymore.  Now  Ameri- 
ca  s triumphant  economy  breeds,  the.  sort  of  . 
optimism  that  even  has  some  people  saying 
there  can’t  be  hard  agam  ‘ 

But  optimism  has  its  dark  side.  The  very 
confidence  that  helps  lift  the  economy  algn 
breeds  excesses  — in  stock  prices,  home  ' 
sales,'-  employment  growth  and  consumer 
debt  — that  can  make  the  nezt'downtnrn 
sharper  than  it  otherwise  might  have  hscn 
And  when  optimism  gives  way  suddenly  to 
pessimism,  the  alarm  ami  .worry  that  ac- 
company the  abrupt  transition,  can  make 
People  too  cautious.  Like  penitents,  they 
pass  up  legitimate  opportunities  to  spend, 
borrow  and  invest.  Thai  canprakrag  a down- 
turn. 

- This  manic-depressive  pattern  is  clearly 
described  in  economic  theory.  There  is  even 
a rule-of-thumb  calculation.  .Daring  the 
manic  stage,  people  spend  5 cents  of  every 
dollar  of  new  wealth  falls  faith  their 
hands  as  a result  of,  say,  rising  stock  prices. 

. But  when  the  downturn  comes  and  pess> 
mismsets  in,  people  cut  back  their  spending 
by  more  than  5 cents  for  every  dollar  of 
wealth  that  disappears^  “Hie  behavior  Is  not 
symmetric;"  safo  Stephen  S.  Roach,  chief 
economist  at  Morgan  Stanley,  Dean  Witter, 
Discover  & Company. 

Stm,  most  Americans  appear  to  be  aware 
that  they  are  in  a manic  stage.  That  is 
evident  in  public  opinioa  polls.  And  everyone . 
seems  to  nod  in  agreement  when  Alan 
Greenspan,  chairman  of  the  Federal  Re- 


serve; says  that  stock  prices  may  have  been 
driv®  up  by  irrational  exuberance  and  that 
the  nation’s  lenders,  in  their  optimism,  may 
have  become  "too  complacent  about  evalu- 
ating repayment  risks." 

But  the  optimism  is  tenacious,  it  ex- 
presses itself  in  the  soothing  belief  that  the 
seven-year  economic  expansion  win  contin- 
ue for  at  least  another  year,  and  probably 
longer.  Sure,  there  will  be  a downturn,  but 
off  in  the  future,  and  even  then  not  a very 
severe  one. 

"People  keep  telling  themselves,  and  oth- 
ers, that  nest  year  won’t  be  so  good,  but  they 
don't  expect  it  to  be  a down  year,  either,’’ 
said  Richard  T.  Curtin,  director  of  Consum- 
er Surveys  ax  die  University  of  Michigan. 
“Half  of  die  people  we  survey  think  the 
economic  expansion  will  last  another  five 
years.  They  even  shrug  off  Asia.” 

What  Goes  Up  - . . 

In  that  frame  of  mind,  optimism  breeds 
trouble.  Dips  in  die  stock  market  become 
opportunities  to  buy  more  stock  and  push  up 
prices  further,  although  corporate  profits  no 
kager  seem  to  be  grosring  quickly  enough  to 
justify  a rising  market  Indeed,  American 
twicAhni/ic  have  more  of  their  afvwm»iatPd 
wealth  invested  in  stocks  than  at  any  time 
since  World  War  IL 

A similar  hubris  prevailed  in  the  late  60’s 
and  early  70’s,  when  financing  both  the  Viet- 
nam War.  and  President  Johnson's  social 
programs  seemed  possible. 

That  confidence  also  drove  up  stock  prices, 
and  when  the  downfall  fhially  came  — along 
with  the  ail  embargo  — the  Dow  Jones 
industrial  average  lost  nearly  40  percent  of 
its  value  over  two  years.  Not  since  the  De- 
pression had  there  been  such  a plunge.  The 
higher  stocks  went,  the  further  they  fell,  and 
the  more  they  fell,  the  more  damage  the 
market  faifiirtgd  on  the  economy,  which  went 
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through  a severe  recession  in  the  mkHO’s. 

“People  don’t  know  the  dangers  of  their 
optimism,’1  said  Barton  Briggs,  chief  invest- 
ment strategist  at  Morgan  Stanley. 

In  die  current  euphoria,  debt  also  seems 
unthreatening  to  many  Americans.  Jobs  and 
income  will  be  there  to  cover  installment 
payments,  the  thinking  goes,  or  stock  can  be 
sold  to  pay  debt.  While  corporate  America 
has  not  borrowed  all  that  much  (healthy 
profits  in  the  last  few  years  have  generated 
sufficient  spending  money).  Individual 
Americans  are  big  debtors  today.  Consumer 
debt,  run  up  mainly  on  credit  cards,  has  risen 
to  an  unusually  high  21  percent  of  the  income 
available  to  pay  it  off. 

In  their  optimism,  people  “may  shrink  the 
margins  of  safety  that  they  otherwise  might 
maintain,”  said  Lawrence  Meyer,  a Federal 
Reserve  Board  governor.  "Liquid  assets  — 
cash  — are  a cushion  in  a downturn,  and  if 
you  eliminate  that  cushion,  the  downturn  is 
harder." 

Homeowners  increasingly  take  out  mort- 
gages equal  to  more  than  90  percent  of  the 
selling  price  of  their  homes,  and  often  more 
than  a home’s  entire  value.  Banks  and  other 
mortgage  lenders,  caught  up  in  the  opti- 
mism, encourage  the  borrowing.  After  all, 
home  prices  are  rising  in  every  region  of  the 
country  for  the  first  time  in  years. 

A downturn  in  the  economy,  and  a drop  in 
borne  prices,  would  suddenly  expose  both 
borrowers  and  lenders  to  much  greater  risk. 
Homes  could  no  longer  be  sold  by  either 
party  for  enough  to  repay  the  loans,  adding  to 
the  downward  pressure  on  home  prices  — 
particularly  if  an  owner  loses  a job  or  falls  to 
get  an  expected  bonus  and  defaults  oo  the 
loan. 

“You  would  expect  mortgage  delinquency 
rates  to  treito  down  m good  economic  times,” 
said  David  Lereah,  chief  economist  at  the 
Mortgage  Bankers  Association.  “But  they 
are  hovering  a little  above  normal,  and  that 
is  worrisome.’’ 

Valuable  Lessons 

Debt  troubles  in  general  are  worrisome  in 
the  midst  of  so  much  optimism.  Beyond 
mortgage  delinquencies,  personal  bankrupt- 
cies are  at  an  all-time  high,  suggesting  that 
many  people  are  quietly  hard  pressed  even 
without  a downturn. 

That  injection  of  realism  helps  explain 
why  Mr.  Curtin  at  the  University  of  Michigan 
and  Daniel  Yankelovich  at  DYG  Inc,  another 
public  opinion  pollster,  argue  that  the  worst 
may  not  come  to  pass.  Sure,  there  will  be  a 
downturn,  they  say  — most  likely  triggered  ■ 
by  some  outside,  unexpected  event,  like  a _ 
war,  an  oil  shock,  a major  corporate  bank-  1 
ruptcy  or  the  Asian  crisis.  But  the  national 
optimism  Is  probably  not  so  out  of  touch  with 
reality  as  to  make  a downturn  worse. 

“My  position  has  been  that  the  unrealistic 
euphoria  of  the  late  1960’s  won’t  happen 
again  and  won't  do  us  in,”  Mr.  Yankelovich 
said.  “People  have  seen  too  many  ups  and 
downs.  With  all  their  optimism,  they  are 
more  realistic  today  about  living  in  a danger- 
ous world.” 


- ' Continued  Front-Page?; ' 
tumult  of  dafly  life. 

• Typical  clients,  he  said,  are  "refugees 
Iron?  psychoth^apy  ” some  seeking  deep- 
■ .. -er;  -truths  and:  others  just  looking  for  a 
- better  way  to  deal  , with  depression  and 
'!  anxiety: 

"What  we’re  suggesting  is.  If  you  can  be 
;f  referred  by  your  ttMXi  to  a psychologist 
; • or  a^psycMatrisvyou  Should  be  able.to  be 
-referred  to  a philosopher,  too,”  said  Dr. 
:-Marii»ff,whoIstiMpresidemafilteAmer^ 
can  philosophical  Practitioners  Associa- 
■ tian,  which  has  several  hundred  members. 
- The  group  has  drafted  licensing  criteria 
. - and  is  leading  a stare-by-state  drive  for 
certification.  The  most  notable  success  so 
far  Is  a bill  making  its  way  through  the  New 
York  State  Assembly  that  would  establish  a 
board  to  license  philosopher  practitioners, 
and  thus  propel  their  campaign  to  qualify 
for  insurance  reimbursement. 


Anxious  Psychiatrists 

With  health  maintenance  organizations 
already  cutting  back  on  coverage  for  trad!-. 
ttapia  mortal  healto  care  soum  psychia- 
trists' and  psychologists  naturally  react  with 
a mixture-  of  - anxiety  and  denial  to  any 
suggestion  of  sharing  the  market 

Dorothy  Cantor,  a clinical  psychologist 
*hd  former  presided;  of  die  American  Psy-. 
chofogical  Association,  dtemissed  the  idea 
that  “philosophical  counseling,  or  whatever 
the  heck  they’re  catting  it,”  has  a legitimate 
claim  on  dealing  with  “something  as  deli- 
cate as  a person’s  mental  health.”  Philoso- 
phers who  consider  themselves  meatai- 
teaith  therapists,  she  said,  suffer  from  a 
-naive  assumption”  that  purely  intellectual 
discourse  can  address  persoml  problems 
that  are  intractably  emotional  and  some- 
times severely  debffitating. 

“They  totally  ignore  tbe  role  of  the  uncan- 
said  Dr.  Cantor.  For  patients  who 
psychological  help,  she  added,  “Plato 
Isn’t  string  to  strive  their  problems. 

PsvdSglscs,  she  said,  need  to  make  a 
better  effort  “to  educate  the  public  as  to 
mw  they  should  be  looking  tor  — wen- 

trained  doctoral-level  providers”  wbo^e 
ifraficgri  in  therapies  subject  to  stringent 
Erotessh^  “Imagine  peer  review 

by  phflosopbers,”  she  said. 

DrMz^Ioff  conceded  that  his  more  sci- 
entifically grounded  colleagues  chuckle  at 
SSfjUsophertter^ists.  ... 


“People  think  of  a philosopher  as  some- 
one you  wouldn’t  send  out  for  a loaf  of 
bread,”  he  said.  “In  fact,  a lot  of  my  col- 
leagues, if  I sent  them  out  for  a loaf  of  bread, 
might  come  hack  with  a quart  of  milk  or 
with  an  essay  about  why  they  spent  the 
afternoon  walking  around  aimlessly.”  But 
he  said  philosopher  practitioners  have 
adopted  uniform  standards  and  peer  review 
procedures.  In  New  York,  State  Assembly- 
man  Ruben  Diaz  Jr.,  a Bronx  Democrat  who 
has  an  interest  in  philosophy,  is  sponsoring 
the  bill  pushed  by  the  philosophers  to  autho- 
rize state  certification. 

. . Philosopher  practitioners  usually  have 
academic  doctorates.  Dr.  Marinog  said,  and 
are  .trained  to  refer  people  with  serious 
mental  disorders  to  the  appropriate  profes- 
sionals, “You  don’t  want  to  try  to  treat 
severe  personality  disorders  with  Sartre,” 
he  said.  But  he  added,  “If  somebody  comes 
to  me  trying  to  reinvent  Nletzschean  moral- 
ity, struggling  to  transcend  good  and  evil, 
we  can  have  a dialogue  and  I can  say,  ‘Hey, 
that’s  very  interesting.  This  is  something 
Nietzsche  thought  an  awful  lot  about’  Ultir 
mately,  they  won’t  feel  lost  or  Isolated.  They 
can  explore  and  address  ifieir  dilemma 
through  tbe  long  history  of  thought,  rather 
than  through  Prozac,  for  example.”  . 

Harriet  Chamberlain,  a philosopher  prac- 
titioner in  Berkeley,  Calif.,  suggested  that 
clients  may  find  ft  appealing  that  there  Is  no 
stigma  attached  to  counseling  on  philoso- 
phy. diems  are  driven,  she  said,  by  “normal 
weaknesses”  over  job-related  stresses,  con- 
cerns over  long-range  goals,  relationships 
and  general  “existential  anxieties”  that  are 
intensifying  in  an  increasingly  complex 
world. 

While  Coats  and  Sandals 

Dr.  Maifnoff  said  that  philosophical  coun- 
seling rejects  psychotherapy’s  “medical” 
approach,  which  considers  emotional  dis- 
tress to  be  a disease,  in  favor  of  a humanis- 
tic approach  that  stresses  dialogue  and  self- 
reflection.  “We  are  Dot  Hke  the  guys  in  white 
coats,”  he  said. 

“What  do  they  wear,  sandals?”  asked 
Deborah  Quillet,  vice  president  of  a health 
care  gram  called  Alpha  Center,  which  does 
medical  insurance  research.  She  said  em- 
ployers and  legislators  can  be  overwhelmed 
by  wide  public  support  that  marketing-sav- 
vy proponents  of  alternative  therapies  can 
muster. 

Philosophers  are  not  the  only  alternative 


in  Therapy 

therapists  lining  up  tor  a piece  of  the  health- 
care spending  dollar.  Some  chiropractors 
want  to  expand  their  uses  of  alternative 
therapies  and  are  lobbying  hard  to  expand 
coverage  for  chiropractic  treatment  to  in- 
clude a variety  of  ailments,  like  depression. 
Another  Initiative  is  coming  from  a move- 
ment called  personal  coaching,  which  in- 
cludes thousands  of  therapists  licensed  only 
by  tbe  movement.  They  use  New  Age 
motivational  and  self-help  techniques  to 
counsel  clients,  who  pay  as  much  as  $500  a 
session. 

It  is  crucial  to  require  proponents  for  an 
alternate  therapy  to  “prove  that  it  is  a 
demonstrably  cost-effective  treatment,”  Dr. 
ChoDet  said.  In  states  that  have  put  those 
kinds  of  requirements  in  place,  she  added, 
there  has  been  a dramatic  reduction  in  new 
mandates  requiring  health  insurers  to  cover 
alternate  treatments. 

The  philosopher  practitioner  movement  is 
working  to  “accommodate  itself  to  tbe  reali- 
ties of  insurance”  in  the  American  health- 
care market,  said  Keith  Burkum,  the  chair- 
man of  tbe  philosophy  department  at  Feli- 
cian  College,  a small  Catholic  liberal  arts 
college  in  New  Jersey  that  recruited  Dr. 
Marinoff  to  teach  a course  to  train  philoso- 
pher practitioners  who  sought  certification 
. by  his  organization.  $o  far,  Dr.  Burkum 
added,  “The  track  record  for  the  profession 
is  primarily  in  Europe,  but  It’s  coming  on 
strong  here.  1 don't  want  to  pick  a fight  with 
‘ psychologists,  but  in  this  society  psycho- 
analysis Is  in  deep  trouble.”  Several  hun- 
dred philosophers  practice  full  time  in  Hol- 
land and  in  Germany,  and  a smaller  number 
practice  in  Israel. 

But  maybe  accommodations  can  be 
made,  said  Donald  K.  Freedbelrn,  a profes- 
sor of  psychology  at  Case  Western  Reserve 
University  in  Cleveland  and  the  author  of 
“The  History  of  Psychotherapy:  A Century 
of  Change,”  published  by  the  American  Psy- 
chological Association  in  1992. 

Given  the  tightening  of  insurance  spend- 
ing on  psychotherapy,  philosophers  might 
be  able  to  come  Into  the  mental  health 
industry  tent  as  certified  “gatekeepers,” 
under  toe  strict  supervision  of  psychologists 
or  psychiatrists,  he  suggested.  They  could 
refer  cases  that  need  “a  more  sophisticated, 
comprehensive  approach”  to  psychologists 
while  handling  the  simpler  munsHmg  eases 
themselves  at  a lower  cost,  he  said. 

“Actually,  SO  percent  eg  tbe  counseling 
that  is  done  now  could  be  done  by  them,” 
said  Professor  Freedbelrn. 


The  Space  Needle  in  Seattle:  Real  people  need  real  weather. 

Gray  Matters 


Darling,  It’s  Bette; 
Up  Where  Itk 


By  TIMOTHY  EGAN 


Seattle 

IN  the  midst  of  California’s  biblical 
downpour  last  month.  The  San  Francis- 
co Chronicle  dispatched  a reporter  to 
Seattle  to  figure  out  how  people  here 
live  with  the  wet,  the  gloom  — the  horror!  — ■ 
of  perpetual  precipitation. 

Tbe  meteorological  anthropologist  dis- 
covered, somewhat  to  his  astonishment, 
that  Seattleites  wash  their  cars,  go  to 
parties,  play  soccer  and  generally  shrug  off 
whatever  is  misting  from  the  sky.  What’s 
more,  the  natives  do  not  use  umbrellas,  the 
reporter  found.  Tourists  use  umbrellas. 

Seattle  is  to  rain  what  New  York  is  to 
jaywalking,  or  used  to  be  until  Mayor  Ru- 
dolph W.  Giuliani  decided  to  try  to  make  his 
town  more  like  this  one.  where  lone  pedes- 
trians wait  for  the  light  to  change  in  a gale 
at  2 AM. 

Rain  is  a signature.  "O!  How  horriahle  is 
the  day,”  Lewis  and  Clark  wrote  of  a typical 
winter  afternoon  on  the  Northwest  coast  in 
1806.  Tom  Robbins,  a Northwest  novelist 
who  has  come  up  with  as  many  ways  to 
describe  rain  as  Eskimos  have  to  describe 
snow,  once  put  it  this  way:  “The  day  was 
rumpled  and  dreary.  It  looked  like  Edgar 
Allan  Poe’s  pajamas.” 

Part  of  the  Package 

But  people  here  are  proprietary  about  the 
weather.  And  when  it  rains  in  great,  news- 
making  deluges  elsewhere  while  mere  anon- 
ymous drizzle  coats  the  Rain  City,  people 
here  can  feel  neglected. 

When  asked  about  the  weather  — and  they 
always  are  — Seattleites  trot  out  two  lines  of 
thought:  one,  that  it  does  not  really  rain  very 
much  here;  and  two,  that  it  does,  but  nobody 
is  greatly  bothered  by  it.  unlike  those  pathet- 
ic wimps  in  other  cities. 

The  statistics  back  up  the  first  aigument- 
Seattle  receives  38  inches  of  rain  a year  on 
average  — less  than  every  major  East  Coast 
city.  And  nearly  half  of  Seattle’s  rain  falls 
during  November,  December  and  January. 
The  wettest  year  on  record,  1950,  saw  55.14 
inches  of  rain,  still  below  the  annual  average 
for  New  Orleans  and  Miami  Gullywashers 
are  rare.  It  is  usually  bone  dry  from  July 
through  September. 

So  what’s  the  big  deal?  The  moisture  does 
not  really  fall  as  much  as  it  lingers,  the  skies 
ever-pregnant  with  gray.  Seattle  has  158 
days  with  at  least  some  trace  amounts  of 
rafo,  more  than  virtually  every  East  Coast 
city,  including  New  York,  which  averages 
119  days  with  some  moisture,  and  just  under 
43  indies  a year. 

Play  Misty  for  Me 

The  most  positive  spin  on  the  rain  comes 
from  people  who  have  tried  to  quantify 
things  like  drizzle.  In  his  new  book  on  North- 
west weather.  “Rains  All  tbe  Time”  (Sas- 
quatefa  Publishing),  David  Laskin  recounts 
how  Phil  Church,  a retired  professor  of 
atmospheric  sciences  at  the  University  of 
Washington,  tried  to  debunk  Seattle  rain. 
Drizzle,  the  professor  noted,  makes  up  72 


percent  of  the  city’s  precis!;?.?...:  • 
heavy  rain  — greater  than  0.16  «n:r.  : ::v 

— is  a mere  1.5  percent  of  the  \:n: : 
he  said,  “Because  of  the  prer.'ir,-;. 
drizzle  intensities,  one  might  trot!  fo”  ••  •. 

rarely  ‘rains’  in  Seattle.” 

Okay,  so  how  did  Seattle  becor.’? 
city  in  National  Basketball  Assoc  - • r 
ry  to  have  a rain-out  indoors?  r : :: 
demonstrating  the  penetrating  so-?\?r  r ..-ri- 
de. And  where  did  the  term  -‘svnrr 
which  appears  as  a balm  about  r 

days  in  a Seattle  forecast,  come  from?  ~vrv. 
a place  with  a forecast  on  autc-pilo:: 
ubiquitous  “rain  turning  to  showers." 

Mood  Music 

What  Seattle  has  is  mood  wesCirr.  .-.-wic 
and  writers  love  it  There  is  a gr r:>-  r- 
de ranee  of  seasonal  affective 
SAD,  a malady  brought  on  by  Jig;-. . r:.r  . : • 
during  the  dark  Northwest  win:-:  ■ I . -r- 
trary  to  popular  belief,  suicide  ::.n: 
high.  The  desen  region  encomp:-*-::.?  - 
da,  Utah  and  Arizona  has  a h:gi::.*  su:-;  c:- 
rate  than  the  Pacific  Northwest. 

As  for  the  wimpiness  factor,  it  is  tree  Ji 
Seattleites  revel  in  stories  of  people  else- 
where being  afraid  of  rain.  No  dinner  p:.;v 
of  late  has  passed  without  stories  sb 


Feeling  blue?  N .: . - - 
a little  Gore-Te.r.  ?./.  _ 
brisk  walk  in  the 
can’t  cure. 


social  events  being  canceled  in  Lus 
because  of  rain  threats,  or  of  hc~  : . 

news  crews  in  California  go  live  :c  : r-r . 
to  record  the  simple  falling  Gf  .t 

El  Nino,  the  warming  of  the  •.  *. 

has  become  the  all-purpose  ?ct.-.=;=  :si  . 
anything  remotely  odd  this  year 
brought  out  the  Schadenfreude  .r. 
tut-tutting  of  a webfoot’s  view  of  r 
are  more  productive  making 
ware  and  new  coffee  drinks  lie  re,  tr/-  !ir.: 
goes,  because  rain  is  linked  to 
ethic.  Real  people  need  real  wsiih-r  for 
character,  or  something  like  thai 

Californians,  by  contrast,  are  “sun-baked 
barbarians,”  in  the  words  of  Err.-.r.i  V?.;- 
son,  the  dean  of  Seattle  newspaper  colum- 
nists. And  if  they  do  not  see  the  sit  for  2C 
consecutive  days,  well,  try  40  days.  5 possi- 
bility on  the  Olympic  foothills  of  Washington 
state,  known  tor  200  inches  of  annual  precipi- 
tation and  the  site  of  the  only  ram  fora:  :r. 
the  lower  48  states. 

To  be  fair,  San  Francisco  has  bean  hit  by 
38.61  inches  of  rain  since  last  July  — nearty 
double  the  amount  in  a normal  year  — and 
Los  Angeles  has  received  22.43  inches,  50 
percent  above  the  usual  average.  But  they 
know  this  is  temporary. 

In  Seattle,  if  it  isn’t  raining  right  i; 
soon  will  be.  Most  people  would  have  i:  nc 
other  way. 
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The  World 

Hero  to  U.S.,  Yawn  to  Russia 


By  MICHAEL  R.  GORDON 


Moscow 

WHEN  Russia's  Prime  Minister 
summed  up  his  accomplish- 
ments for  the  past  five  years,  he 
was  a little  weak  on  what  for- 
mer President  George  Bush  liked  to  call  the 
vision  thing. 

“If  one  considers  what  could  have  been 
done,  and  then  what  we  did  do  over  this  long 
time,  one  can  conclude  that  something  was 
done.”  Viktor  S.  Chernomyrdin  said. 

This  week  the  steady  but  uninspiring  Mr. 
Chernomyrdin  is  to  meet  in  Washington  with 
Vice  President  Al  Gore  to  discuss  everything 
from  foreign  investment  to  arms  control. 
But  will  Mr.  Gore  be  meeting  Russia's  future 
president,  as  many  American  policymakers 
hope,  or  simply  a gray  and  unelectable  politi- 
cal survivor? 

From  Mikhail  Gorbachev  to  Boris  N.  Yel- 
tsin, the  United  States  has  a long  history  of 
pinning  its  hopes  on  Russian  leaders  even 
after  their  authority  has  begun  to  wane. 

Mr.  Chernomyrdin’s  power  is  growing. 
But  Russia's  second  mast  important  official 
looks  very  different  through  the  prism  of 
Washington  politics  than  he  does  in  Moscow. 
The  Clinton  Administration  sees  Mr.  Cherno- 
myrdin as  a stabilizing  figure  to  whom 
Washington  can  turn  to  smooth  over  the 
rough  patches  in  the  American-Russian  rela- 
tionship. He  may  not  always  deliver  the 
answers  Washington  wants,  but  he  is  always 
there  to  take  the  call. 

"He  has  been  a steady  Eddie,”  a senior 
Clinton  Administration  official  said.  "He  has 
not  been  an  outspoken  proponent  of  reform 
but  a lot  of  reform  has  moved  forward  under 
his  authority.  He  has  teamed  and  grown  a 
great  deal.” 

A C-pfus  Student 

But  where  Americans  see  stability,  Rus- 
sian reformers  see  stagnation.  In  Moscow. 
Mr.  Chernomyrdin  is  viewed  as  a "C-plus” 
student  whose  principal  talent  is  his  ability  to 
get  along  with  seemingly  everyone  while 
avoiding  tough  decisions. 

The  Communists  like  him  because  he  is 
amenable  to  compromise,  even  if  it  means 
agreeing  to  a budget  that  vastly  exceeds  any 
credible  projection  of  revenue.  Mr.  Yeltsin 


likes  him  because  he  has  demonstrated  his 
layality  and  is  not  a political  threat. 

Russia's  bankers  and  energy  barons  have 
embraced  him  as  their  best  hope  of  retaining 
their  inside  connections  after  Mr.  Yeltsin 
leaves  the  scene. 

"Chernomyrdin  has  been  practically  se- 
lected by  the  oligarchy  as  a successor  to 
Yeltsin,"  said  Andrei  Piontkavsky,  a Russian 
political  analyst  "They  choose  him  because 
he  is  ready  to  insure  the  status  quo,  the  same 
incestuous  relationship  between  power  and 
money.” 

If  Mr.  Chernomyrdin  can  get  along  with 
Communists  as  well  as  energy  barons,  it  is 
because  he  has  been  both.  The  son  of  a truck 
driver,  the  59-year-old  Mr.  Chernomyrdin  be- 
gan as  a compressor  operator  in  central 
Russia 


Washington  sees  a 
Prime  Minister 
through  a prism  of 
wishful  thinking. 


Later,  he  worked  for  the  local  Communist 
Party  in  the  city  of  Orsk,  and  became  the 
minister  of  the  Soviet  gas  industry  in  1985. 
When  the  ministry  was  transformed  into 
Ga2prom,  the  huge  and  semi-privatized  natu- 
ral gas  monopoly,  Mr.  Chernomyrdin  became 
its  first  chairman. 

His  big  political  break  came  in  1992  when 
Yegor  T.  Gaidar,  the  pro-capitalist  reformer, 
was  ousted  as  prime  minister.  Mr.  Cherno- 
myrdin had  assailed  the  “romantic”  infatua- 
tion with  the  free  market  But  as  a pragma- 
tist, he  now  talks  about  the  need  for  economic 
reform. 

Because  of  his  long  connection  to  Gazprom, 
he  is  commonly  viewed  as  one  of  Russia’s 
wealthiest  men.  Mr.  Chernomyrdin  has  re- 
ported an  annual  income  of  about  $7,800, 
reflecting  his  annual  salary,  and  an  estate 
worth  about  $50,000,  but  no  securities  or 
shares  in  Gazprom,  an  income  declaration 
virtually  nobody  In  Russia  takes  at  face 
value. 

In  a sense,  Russia  has  had  a preview  of  a 


Chernomyrdin  Government  Mr.  Yeltsin's 
drinking  and  poor  health  have  meant  that 
there  have  been  tong  periods  when  Mr.  Cher- 
nomyrdin has  been  the  dominant  figure,  and 
when  Mr.  Chernomyrdin  has  held  the  reins, 
Russia  has  tended  to  drift  Mr.  Chernomyr- 
din, however,  is  by  no  means  the  worst  alter- 
native. He  showed  flashes  of  conscience  in 
resisting  the  war  in  Chechnya  and  is  commit- 
ted to  constructive  relations  with  the  West 

Cozy  With  the  Money  Barons 

Still,  one  of  Russia’s  greatest  challenges  is 
to  break  the  grip  that  the  small  cluster  of 
financiers  and  industrialists  have  on  the 
economy.  And  few  think  Mr.  Chernomyrdin  is 
up  to  it  If  he  decides  to  run  in  the  2000 
election,  he  has  some  political  strengths.  For 
want  of  an  alternative,  much  of  Russia’s 
business  elite  seem  prepared  to  back  him  if 
Mr.  Yeltsin  does  not  run. 

And  Mr.  Chernomyrdin  has  been  cozying 
up  to  the  financial  barons  and  potential  cam- 
paign contributors.  When  be  blessed  the 
merger  that  created  Russia's  largest  oil  com- 
pany, he  urged  Russian  companies  to  concen- 
trate on  competing  with  foreign  interests 
abroad  instead  of  each  other  at  borne,  com- 
ments that  did  not  fit  easily  with  his  boiler- 
plate rhetoric  about  building  a market  econ- 
omy. 

Mr.  Chernomyrdin  has  also  proved  himself 
a resilient  bureaucratic  infighter.  He  recently 
expanded  his  authority  at  the  expense  of 
Anatoly  B.  Chubais  and  Boris  Nemtsov,  the 
most  reform-minded  senior  officials  in  the 
Yeltsin  Government.  They  were  left  with 
such  politically  thankless  tasks  as  compelling 
Russians  to  pay  their  taxes  and  phasing  out 
housing  subsidies. 

What  Mr.  Chernomyrdin,  however,  has  still 
not  been  able  to  do  is  make  himself  popular 
with  the  voters.  His  poll  ratings  are  so  low 
that  the  Russian  media  that  support  him  tend 
not  to  report  them. 

The  Prime  Minister  is  constantly  being 
ridiculed  for  his  mixed  metaphors,  fractured 
grammatical  constructions  and  gross  insults 
to  the  Russian  language. 

It  was  Mr.  Chernomyrdin  who  defended  the 
gas  and  electrical  monopolies  as  “the  back- 
bone of  Russia’s  economy”  and  then  added 
pointedly  be  would  “defend  this  backbone  as 
the  pupil  of  an  eye.” 

He  appears  to  be  calculating  that  the 


Kremlin  political  machine  and  the  financiers’ 
money  will  enable  him  to  succeed,  much  as  it 
helped  Mr.  Yeltsin  reverse  his  disastrous 
ratings  in  the  1996  election.  But  Mr.  Yeltsin 
had  a spirit,  lust  for  combat  and  even  cha- 
risma that  Mr.  Chernomyrdin  lacks. 

To  boost  his  image,  Mr.  Chernomyrdin  is 
launching  a new  show  on  the  RTR  state 
television  channel  on  which  he  will  respond  to 


questions  from  the  public.  But  he  is  such  a 
wooden  speaker  that  it’s  not  clear  whether 
this  will  help  or  hurt  his  prospects. 

“Chernomyrdin  will  be  answering  citizens' 
questions  live  on  TV.”  quipped  thenewspaper 
Russky  Telegraf.  “Is  this  the  first  sign  of  die 
upcoming  presidential  election?  Or  maybe 
Yeltsin  simply  wants  to  ruin  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter*s  chances? 


***** 


'Hi  - .. 

t ’ i c : i is  ■"  r ■' vs  V. ; i : . 5 J : - . 


' ■-  -or.  •—  . IV*  iaU  • 

■n  . ; : ,;'-v  l eve 


JERUSALEM 

STONE  AND  SPIRIT 

3000  YEARS  OF  HISTORY  AND  ART 


ne  of  the  most  beautiful 
books  ever  designed  and 
produced  in  Israel  with  a 
preface  by  President 
Weizmann  presents  in 
hundreds  of  handsome 
full  color  illustrations 
the  history  of  the  city 
from  the  City  of  King  David  to  the  Capital  of  the 
State  of  Israel. 

150  large  format  art  paper  pages  combine  a fascinating 
historical  text  with  spectacularly  beautiful  artworks, 
collected  for  this  volume  from  all  over  the  world.  Opens  a 
window  upon  Jerusalem's  glorious  and  incomparable  past. 
Hardcover,  presented  in  illustrated  slip  case.  The  ideal  gift 
for  all  who  appreciate  something  really  special. 

Special  JP  Price:  NIS  265 


lb:  Books,  The  Jerusalem  Post.  POB  8 i,  Jerusalem  91000 

Pkaucscndine copies  Df  JERUSALEM  STONE  AND  SPIRIT  at  NIS  265  < 


Postage  in  Israel:  NIS  15 
Total  NIS 


Enclosed  check  payable  to  The  Jerusalem  Post  or  credit  canj  details.  Please  Sa  gift  recipients'  rases,  address  and  message  sefwuHy. 

□ Visa  □ EC/M  CD  □ Diners  □ AmE*  CC  No. 

Exp. 

Name 

Address 


City. 


-Code. 


.Phone  (day)_ 


ID  No . Signature. 


ORDER  EY  ♦phone:  02-537-3377  ♦ lax:  02-537-8372  ♦ e-mai 


You’ve  Been  Looking  for  This  For  Years! 


TtofiTjGuklE 
Tourinq  IsrkI 


samuuwe 


TheTzofit  Guide  for  Touring  Israel,  is  a 
completely  new  type  of  guide  book 
focusing  on  essential,  up-to-date 

information  for  tourists  and 

residents  alike, 
ft  presents  details  about 
sites  and  venues  providing 
services  such  as  hotels, 
vacation  villages,  guest 
houses,  museums, 
historical  and  religious 
sites,  activity  and 
entertainment  centers, 
restaurants  and  cafes,  in 
every  part  of  the  country. 

Over  300  pages  with 
countrywide  and  city  maps 
for  easy  touring,  packed 
with  information,  detailed 
listings  and  more.  Hard 
cover  with  plastic  binder. 

]P  Price:  NIS  85 


FREE!!! 

TOUR  ISRAEL 

road  and  tourist 
map  1:250,000 


book 

aej?  anmejlt 


TTV ■■■■■■ 

To:  Books,  The  Jerusalem  Post.  POB  8 1 , Jerusalem  91000 

Please  send  me copies  of: 

THETSOFTT  GUIDE  FOR  TOURING  ISRAEL  NIS  85  each 

Postage  in  Israel:  one  copy  NIS  8.  rwo  or  more  NIS  12 

Total  NIS 

Enclosed  check  payable  to  The  Jerusalem  Post,  or  credit  card  details. 
Please  list  gift  recipient's  name,  address  and  message  separately. 

□ Diners  O AmEx 


■ ■ ■■ 


□ Visa 
CC  No, 


-Exp. 


B Name 

■ Address 

■ Citv 

■ Pbone  (day) 

n>  No. 

K Signature 

♦ phone:  02-537-8377  ♦ fax:  02 

♦ e-mail : orders@jpost. co.i! 

-537-8372 

Without 

Bombs 


1 •-<••• 

. ..  .. 


Continued  From  Page  9 


if  it  is  the  world’s  biggest  Muslim 
nation  and  nearly  10  times  more 
populous  than  Iraq.  And  Mr.  Suharto 
isn’t  hoarding  anthrax  or  threaten- 
ing to  invade  Australia. 

Part  of  the  answer  is  that  Indo- 
nesia is  a major  test  of  the  world’s 
ability  to  fight  the  kind  of  virulent 
economic  contagion  that  took  the 
world  by  surprise  last  falL  Other 
countries  have  largely  abided  by  the 
I.M-F.’s  conditions  even  if  they 
thought  parts  were  Draconian  or,  as 
many  economists  argue,  just  wrong- 
headed.  Mr.  Suharto  is  the  first  to 
fight  back. 

So  the  Administration  is  tom.  On 
the  one  hand,  Mr.  Rubin  and  others 
worry  that  if  Mr.  Suharto  is  allowed 
to  defy  the  LMJ7^  other  nations 
around  the  world  will  do  the  same.  It 
is  a parallel  argument  to  the  one 
heard  last  month  about  Iraq. 


Credibility  at  Stake 


"In  both  situations  you  have  cases 
where  establishing  credibility  is  very 
important,”  said  an  Administration 
official  who  has  been  shuttling  from 
Iraq  meetings  to  IiKlonesto  meetings. 
If  the  LM-F.  loses  this  test  of  wills,  he 
argued,  it  is  virtually  out  of  business; 
its  bailout  money  would  end  up  being 
wasted.  In  the  Treasury,  thru  is  known 
as  the  raihoie  problem,  as  in  the  place 
where  money  is  poured  and  lost. 

But  in  the  case  of  Indoneria,  fiscal 
prudence  is  coming  into  direct  con- 
flict with  the  risk  of  national  upheav- 
al Many  believe  Mr.  Suharto  is  using 
the  specter  of  more  civil  unrest  to 
keep  the  LM.F.  money  flowing  on  his 
terms. 


UJ  power  32  years  ago, 
coup  attempt  that  turned  inro ; 
Communist  witch  hum,  half  a 
Indonesians  died,  many  at  the 
of  the  military.  No  one  is  predi 
replay  Still  a stable  Indonesi 
critical  to  regional  stability  in. 

L-2F?*1  Iratl  « to  a p 
Middle  East  That’s  why  the  A* 

tration  prefers  to  spar  with  i 
thontanan  they  know  rather 
new  general  they  never  met. 
But  now  America  has  to 

between  giving  Mr  Suharto  a i 

reform  or  looking,  again,  like  t 
^■°f  Asta-JiTy>e  dilemma  ill 
“Why  is  it  that  the 
srnes  has  to  go  around  the 
oeating  up  on  everyone  to  rei 
he  asked.  “Where  are  the 
peans?  Where  is  Japan?” 
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on  the  Treadmill  Economy 


By  LOUIS  UCfflTELLE 


T Scranton,  Pa. 

HE  caller  insisted  that  a tele- 
number  must  exist  for 
the  Emberiy-Clark  Corpora- 
tion  in  Voorbees,  N.J.  He  had 
there  once,  and  now  he  demarnfai 
mat  Sandra  Singh  find  the  number. 
His  voice  rose  in  anger  when  she  said 
tt^t  only  one  New  Jersey  listing  for 
Kimberly-Clark-  popped  up  ah  her 
computer  screen  — in  the  town  of 
Spotswood,  not  Voorhees.  “Perhaps 
they  moved,”  Ms.  Singh  offered. 
Only  gradually  did  he  give  in,  finally 
accepting  the  Spotswood  number  she 
preferred  so  amiably. ' : ■ 

The  call  had  lasted  three  minutes, 
.an  eternity  in  the  world  of  telephone 
directory  assistance,  with  its  bent 
toward  electronic  voices  and  10-sec- 
ond automated  responses.  Bat  to  cor- 
porate America,  where  the  talk  ev- 
erywhere is  of  greater  productivity 
— producing  more,- faster,  without 
adding  human  labor  — the  AT&T 
Corporation  has  gone  in  the  opposite 
direction,  adding  dozens  of  directory- 
assistance  operators  life**  Ms  . Singh, 
who  works,  at  a new  operator  center 
here.  She  is  trained  to  be  patient  with 
customers,  so  they  won't  hang  up  in 
anger  and  jump  to  a competitor. 

"Our  new  directory  assistance 
service  has  less  to  do  with  traditional 
notions  of  productivity  than  it  does 
with  using  a personalized  service  to1 


create  a competitive  advantage,” 
said  Howard  McNally.  AT&T’s  vice 
_ president  . for  consumer  . product 
management. 

The  AT&T  story  is  showing  up  in 
■ various  guises  at  many  companies. 
Whflepftxtactmtymaybearactanal 
goal,  conflicting  pressures  are  get- 
ting in  the  way,  pushing  companies 
to  addthousmjds  of  hours  of  labor  as 
they  fight  to  bang  onto  increasingly 
demanding  and  flighty  customers. 

Ttoie  effect  is  a frantically  busy 
economy  — call  it  the  Treadmill 
Eocnomy.-r-  that  has  been  creating 
- more  than  30ff,oeo  new  jobs  a month. 
It  is  an- economy  that  adds  workers 
rather  than  operate  more  efficiently. 
And  while  ttoit keeps  unemployment 
low,  it  is  greater  productivity  that 
makes  possflrfe  healthy  raises  and 
higher  living  standards. 

. “What  we  are  beginning  to  recog- 
nize,” said  Paul  David;  an  economic 
historian  at  Stordord  University,  “is 
that  companies  are  increasingly  em- 
bragteg  strategies  that  pay  off  in, 
added  revenue  and  higher  profits  for 
individual  companies,  but  not  neces- 
sarily in  greater  productivity  for  the 
nation.” 

. That  conclusion  runs  counter  to  a 
view  that  has  become  popular  over 
the  last  two  years  among  many  ex- 
perts — including,  at  times,  Alan 
Greenspan,  chairman  of  the  Federal 
Reserve.  They  have  proclaimed  a 
new  era  of  rising  productivity,  in 
which  a computer-equipped  nation  is 
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returning  to  the  rapid  rate  at  im- 
provement of  earlier  generations. 

The  trouble  is  that  toe  new  era 
fails  to  show  up  in  toe  Government's 
productivity  data,  which  measure 
haw  much  national  income,  or  out- 
put, is  generated  from  as  average 
hour  of  work,  or  input  Optimists  say 
that  the  statistics  are  wrong,  or  that 
they  bave  not  yet  caught  uqp  to  the 
improvement  taking  place,  or  that 
they  fail  to  reflect  higher  quality 
. built  into  products  and  services. 

But  toe  experiences  of  American 
companies  like  AT&T  suggest  that 
the  statistics  are  closer  to  the  truth 
than  the  optimism  is.  Considerable 
amounts  of  labor  are  apparently  go- 
ing into  design,  advertising  and  mar- 
keting — to  make  one  pair  of  sneak- 
ers, for  example,  or  one  telephone 
directory  system  seem  different 
from  another,  but  without  increasing 
the  total  output  of  sneakers  or  of 
responses  to  requests  for  directory 
assistance.  As  for  -quality,  toe  im- 
provements are  much  less  substan- 
tial than  the  optimists  efafm 

The  question  of  whether  a new  era 
is  near  is  of  more  than  academic 
interest  In  any  country,  productivity 
is  the  main  road  to  a rising  standard 
of  living.  Only  when  a nation's  work- 
ers produce  more  in  a given  amount 
of  time  can  hourly  or  weekly  or  annu- 
al wages  rise  across  toe  board.  Ris- 
ing output  from  the  same  amount  of 
labor  can  also  free  workers  and  capi- 
tal for  other  endeavors  that  a society 
deems  desirable  — more  day  care 
for  children,  for  example;  the  devel- 
opment of  supersonic  jets;  more 
sdyjnia  ami  teachers,  or  lOO-mfle-an- 
hour  commuter  trains. 

But  toe  country's  standard  of  liv- 
ing. In  fact,  has  not  been  rising  in  any 
significant  way.  Median  household 
income  is  very  much  in  line  with  toe 
meager  increases  in  productivity 
over  the  last  quarter-century  — a 
prolonged  slowdown  unprecedented 
in.  the  American  experience.  That 
helps  explain  the  feeling  expressed 
by  many  people  — particularly  those 
whose  incomes  are  not  linked  to  the 
rise  in  the  stock  market  — that  they 
are  working  harder  and  longer  with 
do  appreciable  .sense  that  their 
wealth  is  growing. 

The  new-era  talk  has  been  circu- 
lating only  in  the  last  two  years,  as 
the  economy  has  boomed  and  as 
wages  have  begun  to  improve.  Prof- 
its have  a i«n  done  well  in  the  last 
couple  of  years  — another  bit  of 
evidence,  at  least  in  the  optimists’ 
eyes,  that  productivity  is  improving. 
There  has,  in  fact,  been  an  upward 
sport  in  productivity  in  the  last  year. 
but  toe  average  annual  increase  in 
the  1990's  is  only  L2  percent,  almost 
unchanged  from  the  70’s  and  80’s. 
For  100  years  until  the  early  70’s  — 
America’s  industrial  heyday  — pro- 
ductivity rose  at  an  average  annual 
rate  of  over  2 percent 

Critics  of  the  new-era  thesis  note 
that  a corporation  can  raise  profit- 
ability, at  least  for  awhile,  without 
improving  productivity.  It  can  invest 
more  in  marketing  and  innovation, 
for  example,  to  make  a product  or 
service  seem  different,  and  better, 
than  a competitor's.  The  Issue,  they 
say,  isn't  that  the  growing  service 
sector  is  less  efficient  than  manufac- 
turing or  harder  to  measure,  as  some 
argue  in  explaining  the  nation’s  poor 
productivity  performance.  Rather, 
the  critics  say,  the  drag  on  productiv- 
ity comes  from  the  great  quantities 
of  labor  that  are  expended,  in  both 
manufacturing  and  the  service  sec- 
tor, to  bold  on  to  customers  or  to  lure 
them  away  from  other  companies. 

Now,  Four  Ways  to 
Get  a Phone  Number 

That  is  what  is  happening  at 
AT&T.  Even  as  it  makes  a point  of 
paring  its  work  force,  it  adds  other 
workers  — either  on  its  own  payroll 
or  through  outsourcing  — to  stave  off 
new  challengers  to  its  bread-and-but- 
ter longdistance  phone  service. 

Ms.  Singh  is  one  of  the  additions. 
Dial  zero  twice  from  most  tele- 
phones, and  people  like  Ms.  Singh 
come  on  the  line.  She  is  a 35-year-old 
divorced  mother  of  four  who  joined 
AT&T  when  the  company  opened  a 
directory-assistance  center  last  May 
in  a stately  former  department  store 
here.  The  store  had  flourished  when 
Scranton  was  a prosperous  mining 
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While  many  phone  companies  turn  to  automation,  AT&T  pays  workers 
at  its  Scranton,  Pa.  directory -assistance  center  to  be  polite  and  patient. 


and  railroad  center;  now  toe  city  is 
riddled  with  unemployment  and  krw 
wages. 

“What  we  are  betting  is  that  con- 
sumers will  be  so  captivated  by  our 
new  ‘Double  00’  service  that  they 
cannot  imagine  rivaling  with  our 
competitors,”  said  Mark  Siegel,  an 
AT&T  spokesman. 

Ms.  Singh  and  her  colleagues,  who 
earn  $6.20  an  hour,  are  paid  to  be 
pleasant  and  patient  Ask  one  to  list 
the  names  and  phone  numbers  of  all 
the  delicatessens  on  Sixth  Avenue  in 
Manhattan  and  she  will  go  patiently 
through  30  delis  that  come  up  an  the 
screen  before  the  caller  has  had 
enough. 

“You  get  a warm  feeling  from 
these  conversations,”  Ms.  Singh  said. 
"Yon  don't  come  away  from  toe  job 
feeling  brain-dead.” 

But  Ms.  Singh’s  role  represents  a 
considerable  deterioration  in  produc- 
tivity. Once,  AT&T  funneled  requests 
for  directory  assistance  to  the  Bell 
companies  that  provide  phone  serv- 
ice in  each  region  of  toe  country. 
Because  the  Bell  companies  actually 
operate  the  phones,  they  also  have 
the  most  up-to-date  information.  For 
years,  national  directory  assistance 
consisted  of  this  single,  linked  sys- 
tem, orchestrated  by  AT&T. 

But  then  the  regional  Bell  compa- 
nies began  jockeying  to  enter  long- 
distance phone  service  in  competi- 
tion with  AT&T.  And  in  1995,  AT&T 
decided  that  it  no  longer  wanted  to 
rely  on  potential  competitors  for  na- 
tional directory  assistance. 

That  was  when  toe  proliferation  in 
manpower  began.  Call  411  today,  and 
you  still  reach  a local  operator.  (In 
some  cities,  like  Denver  or  Tampa, 
FUl,  local  operators  for  the  first  time 
will  provide  long-distance  numbers, 
too.)  A second  layer  of  manpower 
kicks  in  when  an  AT&T  customer 
dials  555-1212  preceded  by  an  area 
code.  No  longer  does  an  operator 
from  a Bell  company  respond.  In- 
stead, the  voice  is  that  of  a recently 
hired  AT&T  operator,  one  of  more 
than  4,000  working  for  the  company 
or  for  a contractor.  Excell  Agent 
Services,  based  in  Phoenix. 

Ms.  Singh  represents  still  another 
layer  of  new  workers,  a small  but 
growing  group  of  elite  operators  sta- 
tioned in  Scranton  and  in  another 
recently  opened  AT&T  center  in  Au- 
gusta, Ga_  Their  job  is  to  offer  the 
extra  courtesy  and  patience  not 
available  at  555-1212,  with  its  elec- 
tronic voices  and  faster  pace. 

And,  finally,  a fourth  layer  of  work- 
ers has  sprung  up:  the  hundreds  of 
people  who  scramble  to  put  together 
new  data  bases  of  telephone  num- 
bers, now  that  the  Bell  companies  no 
longer  make  their  numbers  available 
through  the  cooperative  system  that 
AT&T  once  organized. 

Excel!  is  AT&T's  data-base  suppli- 
er. It  draws  from  published  phone 
books,  the  Internet,  postal  and  real 
estate  records,  mail-order  houses 
and  a cottage  industry  that  has 
mushroomed  to  supply  plume  com- 
panies with  phone  numbers. 

“I  would  say  that  500  people  are 
probably  employed  collecting  num- 
bers who  would  not  be  necessary  if 
the  regional  Ben  companies  were 
still  making  their  numbers  avail- 
able,” said  Dan  Evanoff,  chief  execu- 
tive of  Excel!  The  Bells  offer  their 
numbers  to  others,  but  under  terms 
that  AT&T  considers  unpalatable. 

Beyond  AT&T,  toe  drag  on  produc- 


tivity seems  woven  into  modern 
American  business.  Dozens  of  entre- 
preneurs, for  example,  invested 
thousands  of  hours  to  develop  4,000 
computer  games  for  toe  Christmas 
filing  season  last  year,  but  fewer 
than  10  percent  actually  caught  on 
with  customers.  In  the  productivity 
data,  that  represented  a lot  of  labor 
input  and  not  much  output 

How  Novelty  Gnaws 
At  Productivity 

The  obsession  with  novelty  is  also 
a big  consumer  of  labor.  New  Bal- 
ance Inc.,  toe  sneaker  company,  in- 
troduces a new,  slightly  different 
shoe  every  17  weeks,  investing  thou- 
sands of  labor  hours  in  toe  design 
and  marketing  of  each  variation. 
And  inexpensive  labor  dents  produc- 
tivity at  United  Parcel  Service, 
which  operates  a huge  package  dis- 
tribution center  in  Louisville,  Kyn 
that  looks  like  a 19th-century  factory, 
crisscrossed  with  conveyor  belts. 

Seven  thousand  people  work  at  toe 
center,  picking  packages  off  toe 
belts,  sorting  them  and  loading  them 
into  cargo  containers  for  shipment. 
The  work  force  has  doubled  in  a 
decade  as  UP.S.’s  cargo  planes 
bring  in  more  and  more  packages. 

If  the  Louisville  center  were  to  be 
automated,  the  work  force  could  be 
reduced  by  15  to  20  percent,  said 
Kenneth  E.  Shape ro,  a company 
spokesman.  Until  now,  toe  high  cost 
of  automating  toe  center  could  not  be 
justified,  Mr.  Shape  ro  said,  not  in  a 
city  where  U.P.S.’s  wage  bill  aver- 
ages only  $11  an  hour.  For  U.P.S., 
raising  productivity  — increasing 
the  number  of  packages  that  each 
employee  can  sort  in  an  hour  with 
the  help  of  equipment  — has  been 
less  profitable  than  adding  workers. 
But  labor  costs  keep  rising,  Mr.  Sha- 
pe ro  said,  and  as  a result,  U.P.S. 
announced  last  week  that  it  would 
build  an  $860  million  labor-saving 
distribution  center  in  Louisville. 

The  greatest  drag  on  productivity, 
however,  appears  to  be  coming  from 
the  huge  investment  in  manpower  to 
develop  products  and  services  chat 
are  only  slightly  different  from  their 
predecessors,  and  then  to  advertise 
and  market  these  variations.  AT&T’s 
national  directory  service  falls  into 
this  category.  So  do  New  Balance’s 
sneakers.  And  so,  too,  do  the  401  (k) 
plans  managed  by  toe  Principal  Fi- 
nancial Group,  an  insurance  compa- 
ny based  in  Des  Moines. 

Principal  administers  the  401  (k) 
plans  of  37,000  companies  with  two 
million  participating  employees.  The 
contracts  are  with  the  companies, 
but  Principal  deals  directly  with 
each  worker.  From  one  point  of  view, 
efficiency  at  Principal  is  greatly  im- 
proved, said  Steven  Hensley,  a vice 
president.  Thanks  to  new  software, 
the  4,000  employees  in  Principal’s 
pension  division  have  in  recent  years 
doubled  the  amount  of  work  they  get 
done  in  an  hour.  But  this  is  offset  by 
the  proliferation  of  tasks  and  serv- 
ices that  Principal  requires  of  its 
workers  to  satisfy  customers. 

“We  are  returning  to  a kind  of 
contemporary  crafts  economy,”  said 
Jeffrey  Madrick,  an  author  who  is 
writing  a book  on  productivity.  “We 
have  shifted  from  a kind  of  standard 
mass-market  economy  to  one  that 
requires  more  creative  input  from 


its  workers.” 

Mr.  Hensley  ticks  off  the  labor  and 
toe  skills  involved  in  Principal’s 
401 00  services.  There  are  the  hours 
spent  reaching  new  employees  at  the 

37.000  companies,  soliciting  their  en- 
rollment. And  the  hours  invested  in  a 
Spanish-language  operation,  in  semi- 
nars for  retirees  and  in  toe  installa- 
tion of  a sophisticated  system  that 
allows  people  to  see  their  401  (k)  bal- 
ance sheets  on  the  Internet,  at  any 
time,  rather  than  calling  an  “800” 
number  or  waiting  for  quarterly 
statements.  And  finally  there  are  the 
hours  invested  by  150  consultants, 
hired  in  the  last  seven  years,  who 
give  avuncular  advice  over  toe 
phone  on  taxes,  investment,  estate 
planning  and  the  like. 

“You  don’t  do  this  if  there  is  not  a 
payback,”  Mr.  Hensley  said.  The 
payback  last  year  was  an  increase  of 

4.000  in  toe  number  of  companies 
that  contract  with  Principal.  But 
only  2,000  were  newly  establishing 
401(k)'s  for  their  workers.  The  re- 
maining 2,000  already  had  401  (k) 
plans  and  only  switched  them  to 
Principal  from  other  suppliers. 

For  Principal,  that  competitive 
victory  is  fine.  But  in  the  national 
productivity  statistics,  the  compa- 
ny's investment  in  extra  hours  of 
work  shows  up  as  a labor  “input”  not 
entirely  offset  by  a rise  in  “output,” 
because  half  the  new  business  is  sim- 
ply a shifting  of  existing  business  — 
existing  output  — to  a new  supplier. 

Economists  argue  that  the  losers 
in  this  competition  start  to  downsize, 
cutting  back  labor  hours  no  longer 
needed  to  serve  customers  that  have 
switched  to  Principal.  But  Mr'  Hens- 
ley doubts  that  these  cutbacks  actu- 
ally occur.  Too  many  companies  try 
to  hold  on  and  make  a comeback. 

“The  marketplace  may  be  forcing 
out  some  inefficient  suppliers,"  Mr. 
Hensley  said.  “Maybe  over  the  long 
run  there  will  be  a kit  of  that.  But  the 
fact  is  that  we  have  more  competi- 
tors today  than  10  years  ago.” 

What  is  true  for  fund  managers  is 
true  for  manufacturers,  too.  The  Gil- 
lette Company  finds  that  it  cannot 
sell  the  same  model  of  razor  for 
more  than  three  or  four  years  with- 
out innovations.  “People  don’t  want 
to  pay  a premium  anymore  for  aging 
models,”  said  Edward  DeGraan,  an 
executive  vice  president 

So,  in  July.  Gillette  will  begin  to 
ship  the  fourth  version  since  1985  of 
its  “wet  shave”  razor  — one  not  yet 
put  on  public  view  but  likely  to  be 
only  marginally  different  from  the 
last  version.  That  has  been  the  pat- 
tern. One  feature  of  the  current  mod- 
el, for  example,  is  a set  of  fins,  re- 
sembling a miniature  Venetian  blind, 
designed  to  expose  more  of  the  facial 
hair  for  a cleaner  shave.  Another 
feature  is  a white  strip  above  the 
twin  blades  that  produces  “a  highly 
lubricious  chemical  that  increases 
glide  across  the  cheeks,”  Mr.  De- 
Graan said  The  strip  grew  wider 
and  more  lubricious  from  one  model 
to  the  next 

Gillette  spends  tens  of  millions  of 
dollars  in  the  redesign  and  testing  of 
such  innovations,  in  new  or  retooled 
machinery  and  in  advertising  and 
promotion  — outlays  that  show  up  in 
the  national  productivity  data  as 
roughly  the  equivalent  of  thousands 
of  hours  of  labor  input  in  Gillette’s 
case,  toe  total  cost  of  this  input  has 
risen  to  18  percent  of  net  sales,  from 
14.4  percent  in  1990. 

Gillette  makes  up  for  much  of 
these  costs  by  finding  efficient  ways 
to  run  its  assembly  lines.  And  manu- 
facturing's portion  of  the  company’s 
sales  dollar  has  fallen. 

“What  we  have  managed  to  do  is 
add  to  the  value  of  the  shaving  expe- 
rience,” said  John  F.  Bush,  another 
Gillette  vice  president,  “and  we  get  a 
higher  price  and  a greater  profit 
margin  when  we  do  this.” 

Yet  Gillette,  a much-admired 
manufacturer,-  may  not  be  doing 
much  more  than  a struggling  serv- 
ices company  like  AT&T  to  build  the 
nation's  income  through  greater  pro- 
ductivity. "When  we  contrast  what  is 
happening  today  with  1960,  we  find 
many  hours  of  labor  going  into  the 
development  of  novelty  features  that 
are  not  durable,”  said  Mr.  David  of 
Stanford.  “There  appears  to  be  a 
greater  outlay  of  labor  today  in  re- 
placing existing  products  with  new 
ones  that  are  not  that  much  differ- 
ent,” □ 
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The  Hunkered  Presidency 


‘'I've  proved  I can  take  a punch,”  Bill  Clinton 
said  after  surviving  the  bimbo  eruption  that  threat- 
ened his  candidacy  in  1992.  Almost  exactly  six  years 
later.  President  Clinton  is  still  embroiled  in  one  of 
the  scruffy,  self-inflicted  scandals  that  have  been  a 
chronic  feature  of  his  career.  Once  again,  the  boxing 
metaphor  applies.  The  man  can  still  take  a punch. 
Moreover,  the  old  rope-a-dope  is  working  in  his 
favor.  But  the  rope-a-dope’s  originator,  Muhammad 
Ali,  also  demonstrated  the  flaw  of  that  strategy.  It  is 
agonizing  to  watch  and  exacts  hidden,  long-term 
costs  on  the  winner. 

Even  so,  the  rope-a-dope  is  serving  the  Presi- 
dent’s immediate  interests.  Eight  weeks  into  the 
Monica  Lewinsky  scandal,  the  President’s  approval 
ratings  are  strong.  The  public  is  sick  of  Ms.  Lewin- 
sky and  susceptible  to  the  White  House  line  that  the 
investigation  of  the  independent  counsel,  Kenneth 
Starr,  is  driven  by  partisanship  and  prurience  rath- 
er than  substantive  legal  issues.  Mr.  Starr,  in  fact, 
has  a list  of  legal  questions  that  Attorney  General 
Janet  Reno  has  designated  as  weighty.  The  allega- 
tions include  bribery  and  looting  in  Arkansas,  the 
misuse  of  Federal  records  and  employees,  perjury 
and  the  paying  and  subornation  of  witnesses.  Indi- 
vidual citizens,  even  a Congressional  impeachment 
panel,  may  decide  these  charges  are  old  or  unim- 
portant, but  as  matters  of  law,  they  have  standing. 

One  reason  the  public  does  not  understand  that 
better  is  that  Mr.  Starr  has  played  George  Foreman 
to  Mr.  Clinton’s  AIL  That  is  to  say,  he  was  a sucker 
to  get  decoyed  into  slugging  away  at  leaks.  The  leak 
debate  was  invented  by  the  White  House  as  a 
diversion  from  the  legal  substance  of  any  case 
against  Mr.  Clinton  and  as  a shelter  from  the 
political  debate  over  his  fitness  as  President. 

The  latter  point  has  nothing  to  do  with  whether 
Mr.  Clinton  ought  to  be  indicted  and  everything  to  do 
with  whether  he  can  be  admired.  The  White  House 


has  tried  to  create  new  ground  rules  for  what  the 
public  has  a right  to  know  in  reaching  a judgment  as 
to  Mr.  Clinton’s  Presidential  stature.  It  has  also 
tried  to  argue  that  whatever  is  not  overtly  illegal  is 
acceptable  governance.  It  may  be  right  that  under 
normal  circumstances  the  President  should  not  be 
asked  about  non-felonious  behavior  behind  the 
closed  doors  of  the  Oval  Office  study.  But  it  is 
certainly  a matter  of  legitimate  curiosity  when  the 
American  Ambassador  to  the  United  Nations  meets 
at  his  home  with  an  obscure  Pentagon  employee  in 
carrying  out  a request  to  help  her  find  a better  job. 
It  is  also  a matter  of  legitimate  public  — and  grand 
jury  — interest  when  Vernon  Jordan  says  that  he 
had  undertaken  his  own  employment  campaign  at 
the  urging  of  the  President’s  secretary  and  kept  the 
President  himself  informed  of  his  efforts. 


Mr.  Clinton  once  said  he  could  and  would  ex- 
plain everything,  including  presumably  his  Admin- 
istration's surprising  passion  for  advancing  Ms. 
Lewinsky’s  career.  But  that  promise  was  consumed 
under  the  tactical  demands  of  rope-a-dope.  The 
present  plan  is  to  hang  on,  let  people  think  what  they 
must  of  Mr.  Clinton  and  aggressively  impugn  the 
integrity  of  anyone  who  suggests  that  this  President 
conducts  himself  in  odd  and  furtive  ways. 

In  this  regard,  party  affiliation  seems  to  influ- 
ence how  much  people  can  stomach.  According  to 
an  NBC/Wall  Street  Journal  poll,  45  percent  of 
Democrats,  31  percent  of  independents  and  10  per- 
cent of  Republicans  give  Mr.  Clinton’s  character  a 
high  rating.  Those  numbers  may  be  a tribute  to 
party  loyalty,  but  they  seem  to  us  a low  foundation 
from  which  to  build  a historical  record.  They  also 
suggest  that  even  when  Americans  are  revolted  or 
tuned  out,  they  are  not  so  easy  to  fool  on  issues  of 
character. 


^Unified  Pressure  on  Kosovo  — 


Bosnia  collapsed  in  upon  itself,  but  the  violence 
in  Kosovo  could  ignite  the  Balkans  beyond  the 
former  Yugoslavia  Hie  guerrilla  terrorism  and 
state  massacres  of  the  past  week  are  finally  forcing 
American  and  European  officials  to  take  the  danger 
seriously.  When  top  diplomats  from  the  United 
States  and  five  European  nations  meet  in  London 
tomorrow,  they  should  affirm  Secretary  of  State 
Madeleine  Albright’s  strong  warning  yesterday  to 
the  Yugoslav  President,  Slobodan  Milosevic,  to  stop 
the  killings  of  Kosovo's  Albanians. 

Kosovo  is  a province  of  Serbia  with  a population 
that  is  90  percent  ethnic  Albanian.  Until  Mr.  Milose- 
vic came  to  power  in  Yugoslavia  in  1989,  Kosovo 
governed  itself.  Since  then,  its  Albanians  have  lived 
in  a police  state,  trying  unsuccessfully  to  win  their 
rights  largely  through  nonviolent  means.  Lately,  a 
small  group  calling  itself  the  Kosovo  Liberation 
Army  has  turned  to  bombings  and  killings.  Serbian 
forces  have  responded  by  stepping  up  their  own 
terror  and  murdering  civilians. 

If  violence  increases,  Kosovo’s  conflict  could 
spread  to  neighboring  Macedonia,  which  has  an 
Albanian  minority.  Since  many  of  Macedonia’s 
neighbors  have  territorial  claims  on  it,  chaos  in 
Macedonia  could  encourage  Albania,  Bulgaria, 
Greece  and  Turkey  to  join  a war. 

Leaders  in  Washington  and  Europe  have  been 
talking  about  the  danger  for  years.  But  even  the 
Clinton  Administration,  which  has  contributed  the 
most  to  maintain  the  peace,  is  not  doing  enough. 
Until  Ms.  Albright’s  comments  yesterday,  Washing- 
ton had  refrained  from  reiterating  its  strong  warn- 


ings about  the  costs  of  Serbian  military  intervention 
in  Kosovo.  Negotiations  have  been  left  largely  in  the 
care  of  well-intentioned  citizens’  groups.  But  the 
Kosovo  Albanians  need  Washington’s  help  to  insure 
that  they  are  taken  seriously. 

The  international  community  should  remind  the 
Kosovo  Albanians  that  the  world  will  not  undermine 
the  goal  of  multi-ethnic  nations  by  supporting  an 
independent  Kosovo.  A better  choice  is  restoration 
of  the  self-governing  status  Kosovo  held  before  1989. 
The  world  must  also  work  to  cut  off  any  arms  or 
money  flowing  to  the  guerrilla  group  from  Albania 
or  groups  in  countries  such  as  Germany. 

The  more  urgent  job  will  be  persuading  Mr. 
Milosevic,  who  began  his  drive  for  power  in  Yugo- 
slavia with  nationalist  exhortations  about  Kosovo, 
to  relax  his  grip.  It  will  require  unified  pressure. 
The  diplomats  meeting  tomorrow  should  begin  by 
adopting  Washington’s  proposal  that  the  events  of 
the  last  week  be  thoroughly  investigated. 

Russia,  Greece,  Italy  and  Britain  should  stop 
their  trade  with  Belgrade,  which  has  helped  Mr. 
Milosevic  stave  off  a foreign-exchange  crisis 
and  allowed  him  to  maintain  the  patronage  networks 
that  keep  him  in  power.  If  Russia  is  not  willing  to 
stop  its  sales  of  oil  and  arms,  it  should  at  least 
demand  cash  instead  of  barter  from  Serbia  Mr. 
Milosevic  keeps  Serbian  and  possibly  personal  bank 
accounts  abroad,  many  reportedly  in  Cyprus.  These 
should  be  frozen.  To  reinforce  the  message,  the  top 
diplomats  of  all  NATO  nations  should  make  clear 
that  Mr.  Milosevic’s  defiance  in  Kosovo  is  being 
closely  watched  and  is  of  great  concern  to  them. 


Motherhood  for  All,  at  a Price 


THE  JERUSALEM  POST 

A Bigger  NATO 
Is  Good  for  Europe 


To  the  Editor; 

Re  your  March  4 Op-Ed  forum, 
“Fertility  for  Sale":  Like  commer- 
cial manufacturing,  modern  procre- 
ation is  becoming  increasingly  com- 
partmentalized and  abstracted.  We 
isolate  the  units  (gametes  frozen  in 
egg  and  sperm  "banks"),  and  we 
subcontract  the  alchemy  of  parent- 
hood to  donors  and  surrogates. 

In  the  secular  light  of  the  market, 
motherhood  is  not  a priceless  role, 
but  a production  process  that  can  be 
parceled  out  according  to  tbe  laws  of 
efficiency  and  profit:  genetic  moth- 
er, surrogate  mother,  birth  mother, 
adoptive  mother,  mother’s  helper  — 
a menu  of  virtual  parenthood. 

Every  aspect  of  parenthood  short 
of  love  can  now  be  bought  or  sold  — 
egg,  sperm,  use  of  a uterus,  mother’s 
milk,  child  care  and  so  on.  The  ques- 
tion is  not  simply  whether  women 
should  be  permitted  to  sell  their 
eggs  on  the  open  market,  but  wheth- 
er we  are  going  to  permit  the  market 
to  determine  our  children's  genera- 
tion. Catherine  Orenstein 

New  York,  March  5,  2998 
m 

Think  of  the  Children 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a child  who  .was  abandoned  by 
my  natural  parents,  I can  imagine 
only  one  thing  worse:  having  been 
sold.  Your  March  4 Op-Ed  forum  on 
selling  eggs  included  no  words  from 
the  products,  only  rhetoric  from  the 
practitioners.  C.  M.  Hayes 

L.I.  City,  Queens,  March  4, 1998 
• 

Hardly  the  Slave  Trade 

To  the  Editor: 

Some  of  the  writers  In  “Fertility  for 
Sale"  (Op-Ed,  March  4)  are  reluctant 
to  accept  egg  sales.  Long  before  wom- 
en were  donating  eggs,  men  were 
quietly  selling  their  half  of  the  fertil- 
ity equation  and  in  return  for  a week- 
ly “visit”  to  the  clinic  could  earn 
$2^00  a year.  This  practice  is  not 
mentioned  perhaps  because  we  are 
more  comfortable  with  men  aggres- 
sively trying  to  procreate. 


Cynthia  Gorney  equates  surrogate 
mothering  done  primarily  for  money 

with  selling  humans,  something  pro- 
hibited "by  law  and  venerable  tradi- 
tion." This  is  hardly  tbe  slave  trade, 
though.  If  you  pay  your  doctor  to 
perform  a life-threatening  operation 
and  you  live  as  a result,  is  the  doctor 
selling  life?  * Mark  Keegan 
Larchmont,  N.Y.,  March  4, 1998 
a 

Taboo  for  Women  Only 
To  the  Editor: 

Re  “Fertility  for  Sale,"  your 
March  4 Op-Ed  forum:  If  men  are 
compensated  for  donating  their  ge- 
netic material,  women  have  a simi- 
lar right  But  while  male  extraction 
is  simple,  this  is  not  so  for  female 
donation.  Compensation  should  re- 
flect this. 

I know  from  my  experience — as  a 
prospective  biological  mother,  not  a 
donor  — that  egg  retrieval  is  time- 
consuming  and  effort-intensive.  It  in- 
volves periods  of  daily  trips  to  the 
doctor  for  hormone  shots,  ultra- 
sounds and  other  procedures,  culmi- 
nating in  an  outpatient  surgical  ex- 
traction and  leaving  behind  a scar. 

The  fees  of  more  than  $1,000  men- 
tioned by  your  writers  seem  very 
reasonable.  Catherine  O’Harra 
Houston,  March  4, 1998 


Unprepared  for  Death 


To  the  Editor: 

Alaine  Dougherty's  ordeal  as  her 
mother  died  is,  sadly,  nothing  new 
(front  page,  March  4).  Our  family 
experienced  the  same  lack  of  caring 
and  preparation  for  death  from  tbe 
medical  professions  in  Reading,  Pa^ 
almost  25  years  ago.  At  least  hos- 
pices exist  now.  What  remains  is  the 
inability  or  unwillingness  of  doctors 
to  recognize  what  philosophers  and 
novelists  Jiave  alWays  knWn : -that’ 
death  is  a.  parr  bfrtife.  hi'.! 


To  the  Editor: 

Catharine  A.  MacKinnon’s  stirring 
defense  of  sexual  harassment  law 
(Op-Ed,  March  5)  would  be  more 
compelling  if  it  were  not  for  the 
double  standard  that  the  Monica  5. 
Lewinsky  affair  has  illustrated. 

Whether  for  good  or  ill,  sexual 
harassment  law  has  come  to  be  seen 
as  just  another  political  tool  — in- 
voked by  feminists  against  those 
they  dislike,  ignored  when  its  appli-  , 
^cation- would  be  - ineanvenienfe “For- , 


To  the  Editor: 

You  express  doubts  about  expan- 
sion of  tbe  North  Atlantic  Treaty 
Organization  (editorials,  March  1 
and  5).  If  you  truly  believe  that 
NATO's  “core  purpose,  defense 
against  the  Soviet  bloc,  is  obsolete," 
you  should  take  the  next  step  and 
propose  that  we  disband  the  alliance 
altogether-  But  if  you  concede  that  in 
a dangerous  world  the  United  States 
still  needs  an  alliance  with  Europe, 
you  need  to  come  up  with  a better 
rationale  for  closing  NATO’s  doors  to 
some  of  our  closest  European 
friends. 

You  rightly  say  that  “East-West 
divisions  are  evaporating.”  Yet  you 
do  not  ask  what  would  happen  to  this 
trend  if  we  told  200  million  people  in 
a dozen  Central  and  Eastern  Euro- 
pean countries  that  they  can  never 
be  part  of  Europe’s  preeminent  se- 
curity alliance  just  because  of  Rus- 
sia’s outdated  suspicions. 

You  are  right  that  the  stability  of 
Europe  “depends  heavily  cm  whether 
Russia  completes  its  transition  to 
democracy  and  a market  economy.” 
But  you  forget  that  Russia  will  not 
become  a modem  European  power  if 
It  continues  to  look  upon  Poland, 
Hungary  and  the  Czech  Republic  as 
a buffer  zone  that  separates  it  from 
the  rest  of  Europe: 

You  sell  Russia  short  when  you 
assume  that  Russian  attitudes  about 
Central  Europe  will  never  change. 
You  ignore  the  progress  Russia  has 
mad**,  with  the  United  States,  on 
arms  control:  from  accelerating  the 
destruction  of  weapons  under  the 
Start  1 treaty,  to  agreeing  on  the 
outlines  of  Start  2,  to  ratifying  the 
Chemical  Weapons  Convention. 

Your  suggestion  that  the  European 
Union  will  promote  unity  in  a way  that 
embraces  rather  than  excludes  Rush 
si  a is  also  puzzling.  Russia  is  not  oily 
excluded  from  the  foreseeable  course 
of  E.U.  enlargement,  but  the  E.U.  has 
also  told  likely  entrants  such  as  Po- 
land and  Hungary  that  they  must  put 
up  new  barriers  to  travel  and  trade 
with  their  eastern  neighbors. 

NATO  enlargement,  on  the  other 
hand,  positively  requires  all  aspiring 
allies  to  build  closer  ties  with  all 
their  neighbors,  particularly  with 
those  not  likely  to  join  the  alliance 
soon.  James  P.  Rubin 

Asst.  Secy,  for  Public  Affairs 
Department  of  State 
Washington,  March  5,  2988 
• 

E.U.  Membership 

To  the  Editor: 

By  asserting  that  we  should  pot  off 
expansion  of  NATO  and-  allow  the 
European  ^Unfon:  to'imify  tfiaticonti- 


My  parents  tiled  alone'  in  r you  suggest  that  the-  two  are 


pitaT  rooms  within  three  months  of 
each  other,  my  father  at  56  and  my 
mother  at  55.  While  1 question  wheth- 
er enough  was  done  for  them  during 
their  illnesses,  one  thing  is  certain: 
nothing  was  done  for  my  parents  or 
the  rest  of  our  family  to  prepare  us 
for  their  deaths.  John  T.  F idler 
Dover,  N.J.,  March  5, 1998 
• 

Caring  for  Survivors 

To  the  Editor: 

Re  “As  Life  Ebbs,  So  Does  Time  to 
Elect  Comforts  of  Hospice"  (front 
page,  March  4) : Our  family’s  experi- 
ence with  hospice  care  when  my 
mother  died  was  very  positive. 

My  mother  had  a mid-brain  stroke 
a year  ago  that  left  her  incapacitat- 
ed. Fortunately  she  left  a living  will, 
stating  that  there  was  to  be  no  intra- 
venous feeding  or  respirators.  She 
also  gave  me  durable  power  of  attor- 
ney and  designated  me  as  health 
care  surrogate.  There  was  a will 
giving  instructions  on  cremation. 

We  should  all  be  this  considerate 
and  let  our  family,  friends,  doctors 
and  lawyers  know  what  we  want 
Even  though  my  brother  and  1 had  to 
make  a lot  of  decisions,  we  did  not 
have  to  torture  ourselves  by  wonder- 
ing If  we  were  doing  the  right  thing. 
Phyllis  Rudolph  McGaughy 
Houston,  March  4, 1998 


Editorial  Observer/BRENT  staples 


Why  Colleges  Shower  Their  Students  With  As 


The  economist  Milton  Friedman 
taught  that  superior  products  flour- 
ished and  shabby  ones  died  out  when 
consumers  voted  emphatically  with 
their  dollars.  But  the  truth  of  the 
marketplace  is  that  shabby  products 
can  do  just  fine  if  they  sustain  the 
veneer  of  quality  while  slipping 
downhill,  as  has  much  of  higher  edu- 
cation. Faced  with  demanding  con- 
sumers and  .stiff  competition,  col- 
leges have  simply  issued  more  and 
more  A’s,  stoking  grade  inflation  and 
devaluing  degrees. 

Grade  inflation  is  in  full  gallop  at 
every  level,  from  struggling  commu- 
nity institutions  to  the  elites  of  the 
Ivy  League.  In  some  cases,  campus- 
wide averages  have  crept  up  from  a 
C just  10  years  ago  to  B-plus  today. 

Some  departments  shower  stu- 
dents with  A’s  to  fill  poorly  attended 
courses  that  might  otherwise  be  can- 
celed. Individual  professors  inflate 
grades  after  consumer-conscious  ad- 
ministrators hound  them  into  it.  Pro- 
fessors at  every  level  inflate  to  es- 
cape negative  evaluations  by  stu- 
dents, whose  opinions  now  figure  in 

tenure  and  promotion  decisions. 

The  most  vulnerable  teachers  are 
the  part-timers  who  have  no  job  se- 
curity and  who  now  teach  more  than 


Grade  inflation 
keeps  the 

customers  satisfied. 


half  of  all  college  courses.  Writing  in 
the  last  issue  of  the  journal  Aca- 
deme, two  part-timers  suggest  that 
students  routinely  corner  adjuncts, 
threatening  to  complain  if  they  do 
not  turn  Cs  into  A’s.  An  Ivy  League 
professor  said  recently  that  if  tenure 
disappeared,  universities  would  be 
“free  to  sell  diplomas  outright” 

The  consumer  appetite  for  less  rig- 
orous education  is  nowhere  more  evi- 
dent than  in  tbe  University  of  Phoe- 
nix, a profit-making  school  that 
shuns  traditional  scholarship  and  of- 
fers a curriculum  so  superficial  that 
critics  compare  it  to  a drive-through 
restaurant  Two  hundred  colleges 
have  closed  since  a businessman 
dreamed  up  Phoenix,  20  years  ago. 
Meanwhile,  the  university  has  ex- 
panded to  60  sites  spread  around  the 
country,  and  more  than  40,000  stu- 
dents. making  it  the  country's  larg- 
est private  university. 

Phoenix  competes  directly  with 


the  big  state  universities  and  lesser- 
known  small  colleges,  all  of  which 
fear  a student  drain.  But  the  elite 
schools  fear  each  other  and  their 
customers,  the  students,  who  are  be- 
coming increasingly  restive  about 
the  cost  of  a first-tier  diploma,  which 
now  exceeds  $120,000.  Faced  with  the 
prospect  of  crushing  debt,  students 
are  treating  grades  as  a matter  of 
life  and  death  — occasionally  even 
suing  to  have  grades  revised  up- 
ward. 

Twenty  years  ago  students  grum- 
bled, then  lived  with  the  grades  they 
were  given.  Today,  colleges  of  every 
stature  permit  them  to  appeal  to w 
grades  through  deans  or  permanent 
boards  of  inquiry.  In  The  Chronicle  of 
Higher  Education,  Prof.  Paul  Kor- 
shln  of  the  University  of  Pennsylva- 
nia recently  described  his  grievance 
panel  as  the  “rhinoplasty  commit, 
tee,”  because  It  does  “cosmetic  sur- 
gery” on  up  to  500  transcripts  a year. 

The  argument  that  grades  are  ris- 
ing because  students  are  better  pre- 
pared is  simply  not  convincing.  The 
evidence  suggests  that  students  and 
parents  are  demanding  — and  get- 
ting — what  they  think  of  as  their 
money's  worth. 

One  way  to  stanch  inflation  is  to 


change  the  way  the  grade  point  aver- 
age is  calculated.  Under  most  formu- 
las, all  courses  are  given  equal 
weight,  so  math,  science  and  less- 
challenging  courses  have  equal  im- 
pact on  the  averages.  This  arrange- 
ment rewards  students  who  gravi- 
tate to  courses  where  high  marks  are 
generously  given  and  punishes  those 
who  seek  out  math  and  science 
courses,  where  far  fewer  students 
get  the  top  grade. 

Valen  Johnson,  a Duke  University 
statistics  professor,  came  under 
heavy  fire  from  both  students  and 
faculty  when  he  proposed  recalculat- 
ing the  grade  point  average  to  give 
rigorously  graded  courses  greater 
weight.  Tbe  student  government  beat 
back  the  plan  with  the  help  of  teach- 
ers in  the  humanities,  who  worried 
that  students  might  abandon  them 
for  other  courses  that  they  currently 
avoided.  Other  universities  have  ex- 
pressed interest  in  adopting  the 
Johnson  plan,  but  want  their  names 
kept  secret  to  avoid  a backlash. 

Addicted  to  counterfeit  excellence, 
colleges,  parents  and  students  are 
unlikely  to  give  it  up.  As  a conse- 
quence, diplomas  will  become  weak- 
er and  more  ornamental  as  the  years 
goby. 


cal  allies  have  no  one  to  blame  but 
themselves.  Glenn  H.  Reynolds 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  March  5, 1998 
The  writer  is  a professor  of  law  at 
the  University  of  Tennessee. 

• 

To  the  Editor: 

Catharine  A.  MacKinnon  (Op-Ed, 
March  5)  does  nothing  to  assuage  the 
fear  that  sexual  harassment  laws 
and  standards  are  vague,  nor  does 
she  convince  one  that  fears  of  false 
claims  are  unfounded. 

She  makes  it  clear  that  working 
women  cannot  sue  for  “mutual"  sex- 
ual interactions,  but  goes  on  to  state 
that  power  differences  can  constitute 
a form  of  force  for  sexual  coercion. 
No  doubt  that  is  true,  but  that  very 
fact  often  makes  it  difficult  to  deter- 
mine when  sexual  interactions  are 
“mutual"  Interactions  that  are 
deemed  mutual  at  the  time  may  be 
seen  differently  after  the  fact  Abu- 
sive behavior  should  be  actionable, 
but  Ms.  MacKinnon  does  nothing  to 
clarify  what  constitutes  abuse  and 
how  to  prove  it  Kathy  Curtin 
New  Haven,  March  5, 1998 


Students  Lose  on  Loans 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  tbe  controversy  in  Con- 
gress over  interest  rates  oh  federally 
guaranteed  student  loans  (Education 
page,  March  4): 

Banks  have  long  been  an  unneces- 
sary middleman  in  the  scheme  of 
financing  student  loans.  Banks  insist- 
ed on  providing  the  loans  so  that 
students  would  be  forced  into  a bank 
and  would  begin  to  build  brand  loy- 
alty. 

In  fact,  bank  participation  in- 
creases the  cost  to  the  students,  if 
banks  were  taken  out  of  the  loop, 
interest  rates  on  the  loans,  as  well  as 
tbe  cost  of  loan  administration,  would 
decrease,  saving  money  and  providing 
education  financing  in  a more  efficient 
manner.  Barbara  J.  Hill 

Weston,  MassL,  March  4, 1998 
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mutually  exclusive  (editorial  March 
5). 

Yet  inclusion  of  the  most  qualified 
countries  in  NATO  does  not  preclude 
the  European  Union  from  expanding 
to  include  non-NATO  countries. 

Both  institutions  have  their  respec- 
tive membership  criteria,  and  nei- 
ther will  encompass  all  the  former 
Warsaw  Pact  countries  at  once.  That 
is  no  reason  to  maintain  the  old  lines 
that  divided  Europe.  Holding  NATO 
hostage  to  the  European  Union,  or 
vice  versa,  would  be  to  punish  Cen- 
tral and  Eastern  Europeans,  who 
have  been  victimized  enough  during 
this  century  by  shortsighted  poli- 
cies. Frank  Koszorus  Jr. 

Washington,  March  5, 1998 
The  writer  is  a board  member  of  the 
Hungarian  American  Coalition. 

• 

Solid  Czech  Majority 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  against  NATO  en- 
largement (“Tinkering  Perilously 
With  Europe,"  March  I)  ignores  the 
aspirations  of  smaller  European 
countries.  It  goes  back  to  the  cold 
war  era,  when  the  world’s  destiny 
depended  on  the  Western  alliance’s 
relations  with  a single,  hostile  super- 
power. It  ignores  the  fact  that  NATO 
enlargement  is  also  supported  by  all 
the  NATO  member  states  as  well  as 
all  the  post-Communist  Eastern  Eu- 
ropean countries. 

It  is  not  true  that  “a  majority  of 
citizens  in  the  Czech  Republic  see  no 
need  to  join  NATO.”  According  to  an 
Institute  for  Public  Opinion  Research 
poll  taken  last  month,  55  percent  of 
Czech  respondents  agreed  that  their 
country  should  strive  for  NATO  mem- 
bership, with  only  26  percent  opposed. 
(The  remainder  were  undecided.) 
The  Center  for  Empirical  Research 
poll,  also  taken  last  month  and  which 
did  not  offer  an  “undecided”  option, 
showed  59  percent  supporting  mem- 
bership. Alexandr  VONDRA 

Ambassador  of  the  Czech  Republic 
Washington,  March  4, 1998 
• 

Win- Win  Scenario  : 

To  the  Editor; 

Re  your  March  l editorial  and 
March  4 letters  on  NATO  expansion: 
Has  anyone  considered  another  al- 
““XI**  admitting  these  countries 
to  NATO  on  the  basis  of  being  a 
jtoihtarized  state  — onlypSiee- 

for  local  security.  Pro- 
tection against  external  military  ag- 

ST EmSZSir"*'  * 

bS^S8fthelr  economies  Without  the 
of  supporting  a large  military 
““bhshment 

merSLT5  ““  fms 

_ Ralph  Lake 

San  Diego,  March  4, 1998 
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In  America 


BOB  HERBERT 


Day  of  Humiliation 


Omstopb  Nkbuib 


By  Edward  Tenner 


Microsoft  is  not  the  first  domi- 
nant, standard-setting  giant  corpo- 
ration, as  profitable  and  irresistible 
as  it  has  seemed.  The  Federal  Gov- 
ernment once  created  these  power- 
ful forces.  As  the  historian  Richard 
R.  John  has  shown  in  “Spreading  the 
News,”  the  Post  Office  Act  of  1792 
created  America’s  original  network 
of  information  and  commerce.  The 
great  railroad  and  telegraph  compa- 
nies later  attended  iL . 

. Yesterday's  giants  were  to  some 
degree  allies  and  even  instruments 
of  the  Federai  Government  Herman 
HoQeritb  developed  the  punch  card 
to'  process  data  for  the  1890  census, 
laying  the  foundation  of  the  future 
the  LBJM.  Corporation. 

AT&T  and  LB.M.  worked  closely 
with  Government  agencies.  The  Bell 
System,  often  resented  for  its  mo- 
nopoly of  service  and  manufactur- 
ing,, was  proud  of  the  quasi-public 
role"  It  claimed.  Americans  returning 


M 


Princeton,  N-J. 
the  world’s  strongest 
k government  is  fight- 
ing its  most  formida- 
ble corporation  in  a 
spectacle  enthralling 
to  a citizenry  unac- 
customed to  such  superpower  con- 
frontations. 

We  have  mixed  feelings  about 
Federal  might  and  private  hegemo- 
ny. We  sense  that  the  Justice  De- 
partment’s lawsuit  against  Micro- 
”•  soft  is  serious  Indeed;  yet  we  also 
aren't  so  sure  which  side  to  root  for. 

Detached  fascination  seems  as 
common  as  partisanship.  Would  a 

• decision  against  Microsoft  help 

* slash  the  costs  of  owning  a comput- 
er? Or  would  greater  diversity  of 
operating  systems  and  basic  appli- 
cations software  create  headaches 
for  computer  owners  who  would  be 
forced  to  choose  among  incompati- 
ble programs?  (Already  some  E- 
mail  programs  are  barely  on  speak- 
ing terms.)  On  the  other  hand,  which 
knowledge-based  industry  would  be 
safe  from  the  expansion  of  a victori- 
ous Microsoft? 

. • Bill  Gates  defends  his  business 

practices  by  saying  that  he’s  only  ■■  ■■■■■■ 

responding  to  consumer  demand.  “If 

^ cS,  MS  from  European  tours  confirmed  the 

pS-  ffi-  thatthe  United  States  bah  the 
view  last  week.  wo?d  s **“  and  <*eap«t  service. 

**  taOttnjSedtore.  inSsfcthat  Miqrosaft,'-:i^'.^?seJ*3I^EH,ra^1?  k^adifferenf  £ 

-•  Tnacts^rothtesly"  toTretfuce  ^consumer10 

vicclxjic&The^trl^C^let  fflem^r^ 1 n:^r&T}'a^  - last 

-■  ft:  A Microsoft ■ neaT-rnonopofy  on'  ■.’**-90**  they  also  believed  ^ 
basic  software  like  word  processing  •’  Sradual,'  •••  • planned  innovations 

grounded  in  years  of  research,  and 


for  paternalistic  monopolies,  quickly 
embraced  the  freedom  offered  by 
the  breakup  of  AT&T  in  1984.  They 
celebrated  their  emancipation  by  re- 
turning their  familiar  museum-qual- 
ity masterpieces  and  buying  cheap 
handsets  and  costlier  “designer” 
novelties  bulk  to  last-  a year  or  two 
rather  than  a generation.  Dreyfuss 
and  the  old  AT&T  had  stood  for  high- 
quality  uniformity.  But  Americans 
wanted  change,  variety  and  choice. 


A monopoly  that 
caters  to  our  every 
changing  need. 


programs  and  spreadsheets  would 
be- a disaster.  Like  many  other  ns- 
ers,  I fear  it 

But  we  consumers  also  share  re- 
sponsibility for  Microsoft's  rise.  We . 
want  two  different  things.  We  want 
comforting  uniform  -standards, 
which  paternalistic  monopolies  pro- 
vide, but  we  also  want  choice.  In- 
deed, if  anything,  Microsoft  is  the 
creation  of  the  contradictory  desires 
of  the  American  consumer  — a mo- 
nopoly that  gives  us  too  many 
choices. 

Edward  Tenner,  a visiting  research- 
er in  the  geosciences  department  at 
Princeton,  is  the  author  of  “Why 
Things  Bite  Back:  Technology  and 
the  Revenge  of  Unintended  Conse- 
quences,” 


as  monopolies,  they  could  afford  to 
make  changes  slowly.  They  prized 
standards.  Their  laboratories  hired 
not  only  leading  physicists,  math- 
ematicians and  engineers,  bat  also 
specialists  in  subjects  like  keyboard 
response.  • 

Outside  contractors  were  equally 
meticulous.  Teams  of  professionals 
at  Henry  Dreyfuss  Associates  creat- 
ed sculptural  but  functional  tele- 
phones for  Bell  Laboratories,  which 
was  part  of  AT&T.  You  didn’t  have 
to  attend  last  year’s  superb  retro- 
spective on  Dreyfuss  at  the  Cooper- 
Hewitt  Museum  to  admire  the 
phones.  Millions  of  the  1968  Trimline 
and  the  1949  Model  500  are  still  in 
use  thanks  to  their  stoic  ruggedness. 

Bqt  consumers,  however  nostalgic 


icrosoft  flourished 
by  rejecting 
Dreyfuss’s  focus 
on  the  typical 
people  he  called 
Joe,  Josephine 
and  Joe  Jr.  Microsoft’s  operating 
system  and  other  programs  are  out- 
standing not  for  visionary  elegance 
but  for  the  freedom  they  give  us  to 
customize,  modify  and  tinlrAr  — tO 
change  the  screen  background  and 
do  the  same  thing  in  a half  dozen 
ways. 

Microsoft  still  does  not  match  the 
basic  science  and  mathematics 
strengths  of  the  laboratories  of 
AT&T  and  I.B.M.  in  the  glorious 
postwar  years.  But  it  has  lots  of 
brilliant,  energetic  young  workers 
who  will  do  their  best  to  please  you 
with  the  next  release,  or  the  one 
after  that  Instead  of  offering  you  the 
one  perfect  operating  system,  the 
company  asks  you  to  accept  as  “up- 
grading" what  in  the  days  of  the 
mainframe  was  derided,  as  “forced 
i migration^  V As'  Mr. : Gates  .testified 
before  the  dSenfcte^  JtKhciafy.GoBo- 
Week,-  -the  • company 
spends  $2.6  billion  a year  an  re- 
search and  development  . 

Microsoft  has  triumphed  because 
it  has  given  us  what  we  asked  for: 
constant  novelty  coupled  with  ac- 
ceptable stability,  rather  than  the 
other  way  around.  Microsoft  encour- 
aged our  impulses  to  embrace  fash- 
ion, affirm  conformity,  love  planned 
obsolescence.  People  talk  simplicity 
but  buy  features  and  pay  the  conse- 
quences. Complex  features  multiply 
hidden  costs  and  erode  both  efficien- 
cy and  simplicity.  There  is  no  such 
thing  as  a free  menu. 

The  Government  cannot  avoid  ref- 
ereeing the  wars  between  Microsoft 
and  its  competitors  — if  only  by 
doing  nothing  and  letting  markets 
take  their  course.  Some  analysts  be- 
lieve that  the  Government's  pro- 
longed antitrust  proceedings  against 
I.BJML  a generation  ago  paradoxical- 


Libertfies 


MAUREEN  DOWD 


Betty  Made  Him  Do  It 


Washington 

The  President's  deposition  is  a clas- 
sic. It  is  so  very  Clinton. 

Talking  to  Paula  Jones’s  lawyers 
under  oath.  Bill  Clinton  did  not  take 
any  responsibility.  He  did  not  express 
any  shame.  He  simply,  as  is  his  went, 
blamed  others  and  gallantly  suggest- 
ed that  women  who  have  claimed  sex- 
ual encounters  with  him  are  liars  and 
crazy  people. 

Ambushed  on  the  subject  of  Monica 
Lewinsky  by  lawyers  who  had  been 
secretly  briefed  by  Linda  Tripp,  Mr. 
fiintnn  bad  a simple  explanation  for 
all  the  visits,  all  the  gifts;  all  the 
extraordinary  headhunting  help  for  a 
young  woman  who  had  been  banished 
from  the  White  House  for  inappropri- 
. ate  behavior:  Betty  made  me  do  it 

According  to  accounts  of  the  deposi- 
tion in  The  Washington  Post  and  The 
Times,  tile  President  did  the  manly 
thing.  He  blamed  his  decent,  toyal 
-secretary,  Betty  Currie. 

Mr.  Clinton  said  it  was  Betty  who 
frefatne  friends  with  Monica.  It  makes 
sense  that  the  58-year-old  secretary, 
known  for  her  dignity  and  discretion, 
would  have  enjoyed  the  ditbenng  vis- 
its of  a shopaholic  who  thought  she 
was  having  a high,  school  romance 
with  the  President,  like,  of  the  United 

States.  . 

Mr  Clinton  said  it  was  Betty  who 
urged  him  to  Bring  backsouvenirs 
tom  the  Black  DOg  in  Mjrt* s' ^ 
yard.  lt  makes  seise 

^ningsecretaiyvjwW^teMhe 

President  to  bring  back  presents  from 
his  vacation  for  her  friends. 

Mr.CHaton  said  It  was  Bettywho 
nassed  on  all  the  letters  and  packages 

fronfMonica-  It  makes  sense  that  the 


From  Monroe 
to  McBeal. 


ultra-efficient  Betty  would  assume 
that  this  busy,  busy  President  would 
be  eager  to  take  time  out  to  look  at  the 
relentless  stream  of  stuff  Betty's  air- 
bead  friend  messengered  over.  Mr. 
Clin  ton  recalled  Monica’s  sending  a 
note  with  her  thoughts  about  how  to 
recruit  young  people  far  White  House 
activities.  Now  that  was  certainly 
worth  a read-through,  given  that  Mon- 
ica was  an  F.O.B.  — Friend  of  Betty. 

Mr.  Clinton  said  it  was  possible  that 
he  gave  Monica  a hatpin,  a brooch  and 
“Leaves  of  Grass.”  But  Betty  bad  to 
retrieve  those  presents  because,  after 
-all,  she  was  Monica’s  friend. 

Mr.  Clntfffli  said  it  was  Betty’s  idea 
to  can  Vernon  Jordan  to  get  him  to 
find  the  young  woman  a glitzy  job  in 
New  York.  The  President  thought  it 
proper  and  was  kept  informed.  Why 
wouldn’t  the  modest  secretary  enlist 
the  most  powerful  lawyer  and  the 
busiest  President  to  dance  attendance' 
oh  her  young  charge? 

The  deposition  was  so  very  Clinton 
not  only  m shifting  blame  to  aides  who 
could  ill  afford  the  ensuing  legal  bids, 
but  also  in  its  brazenness. 

“Is  there  something  you  are  trying 
to  ask  me  about?”  the  cornered  Presi- 
dent challenged  Ms.  Jones’s  lawyers 
when  they  bored  in  on  the  Monica 
matter,  echoing  Travis  Bickle’s  “Are 
yon  talkin’  to  me?” 


If  only  die  President  who  now  says 
he  is  too  busy  to  give  the  answers  that 
. would  get  his  loyalists  off  the  hook  bad 
been  too  bosy  in  ’95  to  hang  with 
interns  who  delivered  pizza  during  the 
Government  shutdown. 

But  some  truth  sneaked  out  last 
week.  Chi  Thursday,  when  Mr.  Jordan 
testified  to  the  grand  jury,  his  lawyer. 
William  Hundley,  took  a cigarette 
break  outside.  Chip  Reid  reported  on 
MSNBC  that  reporters  asked  Mr. 
Hundley  about  Mr.  Jordan’s  state- 
ment that  he  tried  to  help  Ms.  Lewin- 
sky after  Ms.  Currie  requested  iL 

Did  Mr.  Jordan  think  her  call  was 
made  at  the  behest  of  the  President? 

“No  question,”  Mr.  Hundley  said. 

- Walking  away,  Mr.  Hundley  — who 
represented  John  Mitchell  in  Water- 
gate — observed  that  “Monica  Lewin- 
sky is  no  Marilyn  Monroe.” 

That  sharp  comment  illuminated 
why  Mr.  Jordan,  who  bragged  about 
his  locker-room  friendship  with  Mr. 
Clinton,  may  indeed  have  been  sur- 
prised at  the  relationship  between  the 
President  and  the  intern.  The  surprise 
was  not  the  President’s  appetite.  It 
was  the  President's  taste. 

Why  had  Mr.  Clinton  risked  so  much 
for  this  woman? 

“We've  gone  from  Cametat  to  'Ally 
McBeal’  ” said  one  disgusted  Clintoo- 
fte.  “Monica  is  like  Ally  — ambitious, 
sexual  Insecure  and  always  wearing 
short  skins.  We  wait  from  a bigger- 
th  an- life  movie  grandeur  with  Ken- 
nedy to  a TV  sitcom  with  Clinton.” 

All  right,-  so  America  has  accepted 
the  fact  that  the  President  is  tawdry. 
But  can’t  he  do  it  in  a way  thatis  not  so 
tacky?  O 


ly  induced  the  hardware  giant  to 
gram  fatefully  generous  terms  to  its 
infant  contractor,  Microsoft,  in  li- 
censing the  original  PC-DOS  operat- 
ing system. 

Microsoft  grew  fabulously  impor- 
tant because  it  was  originally  so 
unimportant.  The  very  success  of 
this  strategy  leads  to  the  new  prob- 
lems — including  gargantuan  litiga- 
tion. The  plummeting  price  of  com- 
puter hardware  would  tend  to  in- 
crease the  relative  cost  of  Micro- 
soft’s software  even  if  it  kept  its 
prices  to  manufacturers  steady  or 
even  towered  them.  And  then  there 
is  the  cost  of  periodic  revisions  of 
operating  system  and  software. 

There  is  only  one  way  to  change 
this  strange  set  of  economic  circum- 
stances. Consumers  should  demand 
simpler,  more  usable  software.  They 
say  they  want  iL  Experts  say  they 
should  have  it  But  they  vote  with 
their  dollars  and  buy  software  with 
endless  gadgets.  And  that’s  what  Mi- 
crosoft produces. 

While  the  days  of  the  New  York 
Central  and  the  Bell  System  are 
gone  forever,  we  can  still  learn  from 
the  simplicity  of  the  Dreyfuss  phone. 

1 recently  visited  the  Web  site  of 
one  of  the  hottest  young  media  schol- 
ars and  designers  and  could  Dot  read 
his  mailing  address.  The  stylish  col- 
or arrangement  had  rendered  it  il- 
legible on  my  state-of-the-art  Win- 
dows NT  screen. 

Like  all  the  parties  in  the  present 
Microsoft  case,  be  would  do  well  to 
find  a Trimline.  □ 


Ellis  Elliott  was  awakened  sudden- 
ly by  an  insane  pounding  on  the  metal 
door  of  his  Bronx  apartment.  It  was 
dear  that  someone  was  trying  to 
break  the  door  down. 

Terrified,  Mr.  Elliott  leaped  naked 
from  his  bed  and  grabbed  the  unli- 
censed .25-caliber  pistol  he  kept  in  a 
night  stand. 

He  ran  into  the  front  room,  still 
naked,  and  shouted:  “Who  is  it?  Who 
is  it?” 

By  this  time  the  top  half  of  the  door 
was  caving  in  and  most  of  the  door 
had  been  forced  open  a few  inches. 
Whoever  it  was  would  be  inside  in  a 
moment.  Panicked,  Mr.  Elliott  fired  a 
warning  shot  over  the  top  of  the  door. 

That  shot  was  answered  by  a fear- 
ful barrage  of  gunfire.  Mr.  Elliott 
dived  behind  a table  and  squatted 
there,  trembling.  Bullets  pierced  a 
freezer,  a reclining  chair,  a living 
room  cabinet,  the  wall  of  a closet,  the 
wall  behind  his  sofa. 

A couple  of  dozen  shots  were  fired 
before  the  barrage  ceased.  Only  then, 
said  Mr.  Elliott,  did  he  hear  someone 
call  oul  “Police!” 

Oh  Lord,  thought  Mr.  EUiotL  He 
didn’t  know  whether  to  be  relieved  or 
even  more  frightened. 

The  cops  hollered  for  him  to  slide 
his  gun  toward  the  door. 

“ Yessir,”  he  remembered  replying. 
“Please  don’t  shoot  no  more.  I didn’t 
know  you  were  the  police.  I’ve  never 
done  nothing  wrong  in  my  life.” 

A contingent  of  plainclothes  offi- 
cers armed  with  a warrant  and  a 
battering  ram  had  gone  to  Mr.  El- 
liott’s apartment  on  Sheridan  Avenue 
about  7 or  8 AM.  on  Feb.  27,  presum- 
ably in  search  of  a drug  dealer.  Some- 
how they  invaded  the  wrong  apart- 
ment. Mr.  Elliott,  44,  had  never  been 
in  trouble  with  the  law  and  is  due  to 
serve  on  a Bronx  grand  jury  in  the 
spring. 

It  was  an  honest  mistake,  the  police 
would  later  say. 

But  this  is  what  happened  to  Mr. 
Elliott  before  the  mistake  was  real- 
ized: He  was  dragged  naked  into  the 
fourth-floor  hallway  and  his  hands 
were  cuffed  behind  his  back.  He  was 
repeatedly  addressed  as  nigger  and 
black  mother-so-and-so.  He  said  that 
when  he  begged  to  be  allowed  to  put 
on  some  clothes,  the  officers  toki  him : 
“You’re  nothing  but  an  animal  nig- 
ger. You  don’t  deserve  any  clothes.” 

He  was  walked  naked  down  a stair- 
well to  the  third  floor.  “They  made 
me  sit  on  the  cold,  dirty  floor  with  my 
back  against  the  wall,”  he  said.  A 
woman  vdtftrWas  about  to  leave  her 
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apartment  for  work  spotted  Mr.  El- 
liott in  the  hallway,  shrieked  and  ran 
back  into  her  apartment 

Meanwhile,  police  officers  were  in- 
side Mr.  Elliott’s  apartment,  wreck- 
ing the  joint  No  drugs  were  found. 

Mr.  Elliott  continued  to  beg  for 
some  clothing.  Finally,  in  a particu- 
larly sadistic  gesture,  the  officers 
gave  him  some  of  his  girlfriend's 
clothes  to  wear.  That’s  the  way  he 
was  dressed  when  he  was  taken  out  on 
the  street  in  front  of  a crowd  of  on- 
lookers. 

More  humiliation  awaited  him  at 
the  44th  Precinct  station  house.  “Ev- 
erybody was  looking  at  me  and  laugh- 


Cops  bust  wrong 
door,  wrong  man. 


ing.”  he  said.  “The  police  officers 
were  saying,  ’Look  at  Buckwheat’  and 
‘See  how  funny  they  look  when  we 
make  these  early  morning  arrests.’  ” 

He  was  put  in  a cell  and  left  there 
for  some  hours,  still  in  women’s 
clothes  and,  for  at  least  part  of  that 
time,  still  with  his  wrists  cuffed  be- 
hind him. 

“This  is  not  America  to  me,”  said 
Mr.  Eliott’s  lawyer,  Joseph  Kelner. 
“This  was  an  innocent  man,  but  no 
one  would  listen  to  him.” 

Mr.  Kelner,  a veteran  attorney  who 
once  represented  the  families  of  the 
victims  of  the  Kent  State  massacre, 
denounced  the  recklessness  of  the  po- 
lice break-in  and  charged  that  similar 
foul-ups  occur  more  often  than  most 
people  realize.  He  said,  "Bullets  fly, 
doors  are  smashed  with  police  batter- 
ing rams,  lives  are  endangered  and 
homes  are  wrecked  by  Keystone  Kop 
mentalities  that  have  never  heard  of 
the  Fourth  Amendment” 

Investigators  eventually  learned 
that  they  bad  made  a terrible  mistake 
with  Mr.  Elliott  and  he  was  released 
about  1 AM.  the  followiqg  day. 

He  walked  home,  still  clad  in  wom- 
en’s clothes.  When  he  got  to  his  apart- 
ment (which  no  longer  had  a door) , he 
found  police  officers  relaxing  in  his 
living  room,  eating  snacks  and  watch- 
ing television. 

They  seemed  amused  by  the  de- 
partment’s mistake.  He  remembered 
one  of  them  saying:  “You  better  get  a 
good  lawyer  and  sue  the  [expletive] 
out  of  them.”.  - - - □ 
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Neo-Noir  is  a Fashion  That  Fits  Only  a Select  Few 


By  STEPHEN  HOLDEN 


IN  HOLLYWOOD  nowadays,  the 
color  of  hip  is  noir.  Coined  by 
French  movie  critics  who  at- 
tached it  to  the  word  film  to 
describe  a crime  genre  that  gurgled 
up  like  a glistening  black  sludge  into 
the  faucet  of  1940's  American  cul- 
ture, it  has  never  been  more  in 
vogue. 

We  all  know  the  standard  film-noir 
ingredients.  A world-weary  private 
eye,  following  a trail  of  increasingly 
sordid  clues  ends  up  gazing  into  a 
bottomless  pit  of  corruption  and  evlL 
The  cast  of  players  usually  includes 
at  least  one  femme  fatale  and  any 
number  of  murderous  fat  cats  chor- 
tling behind  the  scenes  as  they  pull 
the  strings.  Even  after  the  ugly  truth 
spills  out  on  the  bathroom  floor,  good 
doesn't  necessarily  triumph  over 
evil.  The  evil  is  simply  mopped  up 
and  flushed  back  where  it  came  from 
in  the  hope  that  on  its  return  trip  the 
pipes  don't  clog. 

Why  the  proliferation  of  noir  mov- 
ies now?  It  is  the  one  genre  left  in 
Hollywood,  besides  the  serious  com- 
edy (occasionally),  that  demands 
that  screenwriters  strut  their  skills 
at,  storytelling  — at  the  invention  of 
hard-boiled  dialogue  and  multifacet- 
ed, often  duplicitous  characters.  Noir 
may  be  a formula,  but  it  is  one  with 
room  for  compelling  flesh-and-blood 
characters. 

In  the  late  1990*5,  though,  the  les- 
son that  most  neo-noir  filmmakers 
have  yet  to  assimilate  is  that  it  isn’t 
enough  to  create  updated  pastiches 
of  Raymond  Chandler  and  Dashiell 
Hammett's  grimy  chiaroscuro.  The 
genre  requires  a different  attitude, 
one  more  ruthlessly  in  touch  with  the 
absurdities  of  our  time.  Even  if  each 
new  noir  arrives  with  its  own  meticu- 
lously cultivated  point  of  view  to- 
ward a genre  that  has  traditionally 
been  more  popular  with  critics  and 
cinephiles  than  the  masses,  most  still 
tend  to  be  overly  reverent  of  classics 
like  “The  Big  Sleep,”  “The  Maltese 
Falcon"  and  "The  Postman  Always 
Rings  Twice." 

The  recent  “LA.  Confidential," 


Bacall  as  the  sloe-eyed  enigma  who 
beckons  him  into  a labyrinth  of  in- 
trigue. 

Yet  "Twilight"  and  “The  Big  Le- 
bowski"  are  opposite  in  spirit.  Mr. 
Benton’s  film,  a glum  meditation  on 
the  crumbling  of  the  flesh,  uses  the 
once-godlike  body  of  Paul  Newman 
(now  age  73)  playing  a grumpy  old 
gumshoe,  to  ruminate  mordantly  on 
sex,  aging  and  mortality.  Susan  Sar- 
andon is  his  superannuated  dream 
girl,  married  to  his  best  friend  (Gene 
Hackman),  who  is  dying  of  cancer. 
The  movie  is  rife  with  symbols  of 
sexual  fatigue  and  anxiety;  cigarette 
lighters  that  don't  light,  a water- 
pistol  shooting  range  and  a lead 
character  rumored  to  have  lost  his 
genitals  to  a bullet  fired  by  an  angry 
teen-age  girl. 


Paramount  Pictures 

Susan  Sarandon  in  “Twilight." 


hailed  as  the  most  perfect  example 
of  noir  since  Roman  Polanski's  “Chi- 
natown” (1974),  has  earned  a slew  of 
critics'  awards  but  has  had  to  strug- 
gle to  gross  a respectable  $50  million. 
Almost  every  other  example  of  the 
genre  that  has  opened  in  the  last  two 
years  has  been,  at  best,  a marginal 
success.  Yet  these  dark  films  peo- 
pled with  the  desperate  and  the  de- 
praved keep  appearing.  And  if  histo- 
ry is  any  indication,  one  or  two  will 
eventually  be  rediscovered  by  future 
film  historians  and  elevated  to  cult- 
classic  status. 

Films  in  theaters  at  the  moment 
that  are  steeped  in  the  noir  tradition 
include  “Palmetto,"  “Love  Walked 
In,”  “Zero  Effect,"  “Deceiver"  and 
“The  Gingerbread  Man."  Last  year 
we  had  “Blood  and  Wine,"  “City  of 
Industry”  and  “The  World,  Then  the 
Fireworks,"  among  others.  On  Fri- 
day. two  of  this  year's  most  eagerly 
anticipated  noirs  — Robert  Benton’s 
“Twilight”  and  Joel  and  Ethan 
Coen's  "Big  Lebowski”  — opened. 
Both  are  set  in  Los  Angeles,  and  both 
partake  of  the  Chinese-box-like  nar- 
rative tradition  of  “The  Big  Sleep.” 
the  1946  Howard  Hawks  movie  star- 
ring Humphrey  Bogart  as  Chan- 
dler's Philip  Marlowe  and  Lauren 


IF  "TWILIGHT"  equates  the  noir 
genre  with  death  and  decay  and 
even  entertains  pretensions  of 
being  the  genre's  exhausted  final 
statement,  “The  Big  Lebowski" 
wants  to  re-invent  film  noir  through 
an  infusion  of  comedy. 

In  focusing  on  a 40-ish  pot-smoking 
hippie  manque  (Jeff  Bridges)  who 
finds  himself  lured  into  a kidnapping 
scheme  because  he  happens  to  share 
the  same  name  as  a ruthless  million- 
aire, the  film  cracks  an  elaborate 
joke  on  the  moldy  1970’s  dream  of 
laid-back  hipness.  A walking  anach- 
ronism in  the  digitalized  90's,  Mr. 
Bridges's  affable  anti-hero  goes  by  a 
nickname  synonymous  with  70's 
coolness  that  later  became  an  em- 
barrassing cliche:  the  Dude. 

The  movie  has  its  share  of  noirish 
monsters  lurking  on  the  fringes,  in- 
cluding a group  of  nihilistic  German 
thugs  who  slip  a marmot  into  Mr. 
Bridges's  bath  water,  and  a notori- 
ous child  molester  played  with  a 
sneering  bravado  by  John  Turturro. 
But  Instead  of  viewing  them  as  evil 
incarnate,  the  movie  portrays  them 
(along  with  a catatonic  teen-ager,  a 
man  in  an  iron  lung  and  a pretentious 
feminist  body  sculptor)  as  comic  cu- 
riosities. It  is  this  humorous  detach- 
ment that  makes  the  film  seem  brac- 
ingly  unexpected,  if  not  shocking  in 
the  traditional  sense,  with  each  turn 
in  its  plot. 

Despite  the  vogue  for  noir,  there  is 
something  deeply  nostalgic  about  the 
genre.  The  protagonists  of  many  of 
these  films  are  straggling  unkempt 
loners  who  refuse  to  march  to;  the 
beat  of  Microsoft. 

These  movies  pine  for  a more  ro- 
mantic pre-Monica  Lewinsky,  pre- 
Jerry  Springer  era,  when  personal 
secrets  had  more  weight  than  they 
do  today.  They  long  for  what  might 
be  called  the  sanctity  of  sexual  trans- 
gression, when  a seductive  woman's 
lowered  eyes  (Bacall’s  or  Veronica 
Lake's  or  Jane  Greer’s)  could  incite 
a man  to  commit  unspeakable 
crimes  in  the  pursuit  of  desire.  In 
those  good  old  days  of  authentic  mov- 
ie passion,  twisted  love  wasn’t  an 
entertaining  kink  to  be  dissected  on  a 
talk  show  but  a forbidden  siren  call 
to  the  souL 

Since  “Chinatown"  revived  the 
genre,  adding  new  twists  of  vicious- 
ness and  perversity,  Hollywood  has 
flirted  with  noir  in  films  like  “The 
Long  Goodbye,”  "Body  Heat”  and 
"Against  All  Odds.”  But  a deeper 
attitudinal  shift  was  signaled  In  1994 
by  Quentin  Tarantino's  noirish  gang- 
ster romp  “Pulp  Fiction,"  which  sug- 
gested that  the  best  way  to  attract 
contemporary  audiences  shell- 
shocked from  action-adventure  blood 
baths  was  to  send  them  on  a nihilistic 
roller-coaster  ride  studded  with  iron- 
ic pop-culture  references.  “Pulp  Fic- 
tion” showed  filmmakers  how  to 
have  it  both  ways,  inundating  us  in 
trash-culture  values  while  congratu- 
lating us  for  getting  ail  the  hip  refer- 
ences. It  was  all  done  with  great 
style  and  a broad  ironic  wink.  Nihil- 
ism has  never  looked  more  hip  and 
more  fun. 

But  where  does  romance  fit  into 
this  revised  value  system?  Where 
does  a femme  (or  for  that  matter  an 
hooune)  fatale  belong  in  an  age  of 
cookie-cutter  babes  and  hunks  and 


Merrick  Manon/Gramercy  Pictures 

Jeff  Bridges,  left,  and  John  Goodman  in  the  latest  Coen  Brothers  film,  “The  Big  Lebowski,”  which  pokes  fun  at  many  classic  noir  ingredients. 


silicone-enhanced  bimbo  eruptions? 

Few  actresses  have  the  power  to 
conjure  anything  like  the  menacing 
allure  of  the  1940’s  screen  sirens. 
Linda  Florentine,  with  her  mannish 
growl  (a  deep  voice  is  always  a ma- 
jor asset),  and  Glenn  Close  do. 

In  “Twilight,”  Sarandon,  who 
plays  a former  movie  star  with  a 
seamy  past,  doesn't  When  her  char- 
acter and  Newman's  go  to  bed,  you 
wince,  not  because  their  bodies 
aren't  perfect  but  because  there  is  no 
heat  between  them. 

“Twilight”  wants  more  than  any- 
thing to  suggest  that  old  passions 
never  die  — that  they  may  actually 
deepen  and  ripen  with  age  — but 
every  frame  of  the  movie  devoted  to 
erotic  love  seems  to  demonstrate  the 
exact  opposite. 

With  sexual  temptation  no  longer 
the  guaranteed  trigger  to  mayhem 
that  it  used  to  be,  most  of  today's 
noirs  have  to  Invent  new  routes  to- 
ward evil.  "LA  Confidential"  does- 
n't have  this  problem  because  its 
portrait  of  flesh  peddling,  blackmail, 
mobsters  and  dirty  politics  is  set  In 
the  more  repressed  and  hypocritical 
1950's,  when  sexual  secrets  were 
more  combustible  than  today.  Now 
the  strain  is  evident  everywhere. 

Michael  Oblowitz’s  “World,  Then 
the  Fireworks,”  which  like  “LA 
Confidential”  is  set  in  1950's  Los 
Angeles,  tries  to  outdo  the  competi- 
tion through  a mixture  of  Expres- 
sionism and  shock  (brother-sister  in- 
cest), and  ends  up  seeming  stilted 
and  hystericaL  In  “Deceiver,"  a cat- 
and-mouse  game  reminiscent  of  Al- 
fred Hitchcock's  “Rope,"  a brainy 
murder  suspect  interrogated  by  two 
bullying  policemen  turns  the  tables 
on  his  accusers  by  playing  vicious 
mind  games.  The  fiendishly  clever 
maneuvers  can't  mask  the  prepos- 
terousness of  the  background  story. 

“The  Gingerbread  Man,"  Robert 
Altman's  lush,  noirish  version  of  a 
John  Grisham  story,  is  redolent  with 
the  scent  of  rain-drenched  Spanish 
moss  (in  its  sultry  moodiness,  the 
film,  set  in  Savannah,  Ga^  is  the  real 
“Midnight  in  the  Garden  of  Good  and 
Evil"),  but  its  femme  fatale  is  a 
cipher  and  the  story  full  of  holes.  Tbe 
movie,  like  films  made  from  Grish- 
am novels,  comes  to  a dead  end. 

"Zero  Effect,"  a promising  first 
film  by  the  23-year-old  Jake  Kasdan, 
is  so  eager  to  distinguish  itself  from 
the  competition  that  it  incongruously 
forces  its  noir  elements  onto  a char- 
acter (delightfully  played  by  Bill 


Pullman)  who  suggests  a cyberwise 
speed-freak  hybrid  of  Sherlock 
Holmes,  Howard  Hughes  and  Bob 
Dylan.  “Love  Walked  In”  loses  faith 
in  its  own  ludicrous  plot  — a black- 
mail scheme  whose  mark  is  an  oxy- 
moron, an  ethical  gigolo  — that  it 
doesn’t  know  where  to  go  once  it  has 
set  forth  its  dubious  premise.  Its 
antihero  (Denis  Leary)  ends  up  liter- 
ally up  a tree. 

Two  of  the  better  recent  noirs, 
“Blood  and  Wine”  and  "Palmetto,” 
both  commercially  unsuccessful, 
suggest  that  the  future  of  tbe  genre 
may  lie  in  the  tropical  lushness  and 
tacky  high-end  real  estate  of  south 
Florida,  which  both  movies  take 
great  relish  in  portraying  as  a petri 
dish  of  festering  eviL  “Blood  and 
Wine”  re  teamed  the  director  Bob 


Rafelson  with  Jack  Nicholson  in  a 
violently  dysfunctional  family  dra- 
ma that  culminates  with  a sinister 
chase  down  the  Florida  keys.  Mr. 
Nicholson  is  matched  In  scowling 
fury  by  the  ever-voiatile  Judy  Davis 
as  his  embattled  wife  and  Stephen 
Dorff  as  their  enraged  son. 

“Palmetto,”  a splashy  dip  into  pop 
movie  making  by  the  art-film  direc- 
tor Volker  Schlondorff,  is  one  of  the 
only  recent  noirs  to  have  created  a 
memorable  femme  fatale.  In  a leer- 
ing coal-eyed  performance  that 
verges  on  camp,  Elisabeth  Shoe 
scorches  the  screen  as  a rich  man’s 
twitchy,  hot-blooded  wife  who  lures 
an  embittered  ex-journalist  (Woody 
Harrelson)  into  helping  her  stage  a 
fake  kidnapping.  But  as  tts.qonveiutr 
ed  plot  strains  to  outdo  every  «Dther 


noir  in  hairpin  twists,  the  movie 
skids  out  of  control  and  ends  up  a 
delirious  sell-parody  whose  garish 
climax  finds  Mr.  Harrelson  suspend- 
ed over  a vat  of  acid.  Menace  has 
given  way  to  farce. 

Of  all  the  directors  and  screen- 
writers involved  in  creation  of  noirs, 
only  the  Coen  brothers  remain  in 
total  control  of  their  material  Rec- 
ognizing that  even  the  grimiest,  most 
sordid  noir  is  essentially  a big  yarn, 
they  give  the  open  and  closing  mo- 
ments of  their  story  to  an  aging 
cowpoke  narrator  (Sam  Elliott).  As 
he  drawls  out  the  final  words,  he 
underscores  the  message  that  the 
rest  of  the  film  has  been  implying  all 
along:  that  it’s  all  just  a story,  an- 
other tall  tale  told  around  the  cellu- , 


loid  campfire. 
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WHAT  A NICE  PICNIC! 


By  Richard  Silvestri  / Edited  by  Will  Shortz 


Danny  Devito  as  a gossip  columnist 


in 


Munch  Monoo' Warner  Brothers 

“L_A.  Confidential, M a critically  successful  neo-noir. 


ACROSS 

1 Backside 
5 Chaff 

10  Fluff  up 

15  Alum,  for  one 

19  Fust  name  in 
daredeviltry 

20  Fixed  the  pitot 

21  Mix,  in  a way 

22  Mixed  bag 

23  Pan  of  a gill's 
magazine  dealing 
with  makeup? 

25  Attempt  to  irritate? 

27  Kind  of  sauce:  Var. 

28  Treasure  State 
capital 

30  Straight 

31  Sing  in  a full,  happy 
voice 

33  Await  judgment 

34  Fowl  place 

35  Tops  in  quality 

38  On  tbe  horizon 

40  Goldbrick 

44  Maker  of  the  game 
Pong 

45  Cinematographer 
Nykvist 

46  Got  up 

48  1969  Peace  Prize 
fPP- 

49  “ Bell"  (Stephen 

Foster  song) 

50  Go  parasailing 

51  Has  a bug 

52  E.T.S.  offering 

53  Connecticut 
Bulldog 

54  Sleeves  of  a sports 
jacket? 

58  Milk,  in 
combinations 

59  Dorm  companion 

61  Former  West 
African  capital 

62  Infer 

63  Epitome  of 
hardness 

64  Garfield's  middle 
name 

65  Grow  past  the  hour 

66  Shampooing 
aftermath 

68  Utter  impulsively 

69  Kitchen  cloths 

72  Beautiful  Berry 

73  little  one  bypasses 
the  altar? 

75  Script  ending 

76  Audio  effect 

77  Appealing 

78  Sale  caveat 

79  Winter  Palace 
resident 

80  Afore 

81  Kitchen  gadgets 

83  Slide  in  sleet 

84  Swell  top 

85  Religious  knights 

87  Eucharistic  plate 

89  Help  fora 
mountaineer 

90  “PhooeyT 

91  Jam  session  feature 


92  Usedstickum 
94  Put  forward 
97  Emulate  Isamu 
Noguchi 
99  Side  by  ride' 


103  Grange  lacrosse 


team? 

105  Phihy  champion? 

107  Member  of  the 
Winnebago  nation 

108  Like  The  X- Files’ 

109  Stowe  character 

110  Court  defense 

111  Bryn College 

112  52-Across  and  the 
like 

113  Electrical  setup 

114  Cap’n  Hawks  of 
"Show  Boat” 

DOWN 

1 Cause  for  Chapter 

2 Eye  layer 

3 Bugaboo 

4 In  a flap? 

5 Timber  problem 

6 Force  back 

7 P^y  stretcher 

8 Something  to  heave 

9 Increase  the  slope  of 

10  Random  bits 

11  Veldt  sight 

12  breve 

13  Helios,  to  the 
Romans 

14  Mask  features 

• 15  Tone  dow^ ~ - • 


16  Succulent  plant 

17  Penn  Station  initials 

18  “Hold  the  Line”  rock 
group 

24  Ankles 
26  Rank 

29  Gamboling  spot 
32  Washing 

34  Directs  a hoedown 

35  Phony 

36  Author  Cahtino 

37  Country's  border? 

39  At  this  paint 

40  Hurts  badly 

41  Army  dog? 

42  Overjoy 

43  Chopper part 

45  Out  of 

(grouchy) 

47  Pool  shot 
50  Protection  against 
tampering 
52  Devonshire  dad 

54  "Get  ready  for  the 
camera!” 

55  Collector's  book 
. 56  Sojourn 

57  Small  type 

58  Backing  for 
plasterwork 

60  One  of  the 
Thomases 

62  Krypton  and  xenon 

64  Tattered  Tom's  - 
creator 

65  Fatorwax. . 


67  Button  materia] 

68  Bunches  of  bits 

69  Plying  with  pills 

70  Understand 

71  Mattress  brand 

73  Sounds  of 
contentment 

74  Winnebago,  e.g. 
77  Vestibule  item 
79  Sideboard 

81  Bow  on  the  screen 

82  Married  people 

83  Cork 

84  1920  Colette  novel 
86  Go  for 

88  The  lot 


89  Tube,  over  here 
91  Theater  backdrop 

93  Caruso  portrayer 

94  Bit  of  physics 

95  precedent 

96  Cold  powder 

97  Antitoxins 

98  Prefix  with  com 

100  Before  long 

101  Fax 

102  Yarborough 
component 
perhaps 

104  OAS.  member: 

Abbr. 

106  Nada 
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Set  the  ‘chained  women’  free 


What  could  be  more  oppor- 
tune than  using  yester- 
day’s International 
women  s Day  to  launch  a Human 
Rights  Watch  highlighting  the 
predicament  of  agunot  - “chained 
women"  who  cannot  obtain  a reli- 
gious Jewish  divorce? 

Together  with  the  Jerusalem 
Center  for  Public  Affairs,  the 
International  Council  of  Jewish 
Women  just  announced  their 
grass-roots  project  which  also 
coincides  with  the  50th  anniver- 
sary of  the  UN's  Universal 
Declaration  of  Human  Rights. 

The  issue  of  agunot  is  a novel 
one  in  human  rights  circles, 
where  people  were  “shocked"  to 
hear  of  Jewish  women’s  predica- 
ment. 

No  one  has  thought  of  Jewish 
women  as  being  victims  of  human 
rights  violations,  says  Sharon 
Shenhav,  an  Orthodox  lawyer  in 
Jerusalem.  The  reaction,  she 
notes,  tends  to  be:  “You  Jewish 
women  are  so  smart  and  sophisti- 
cated - and  yon  have  a human 
rights  problem?" 

“As^a  group,"  Shenhav  con- 
curs, “Jewish  women  are  proba- 
bly the  most  educated  and  suc- 
cessful - and  yet  a situation  per- 
sists where  they  have  been 
denied  the  right  to  equality  in 
marriage,  a right  recognized  by 
international  human  rights  con- 
ventions adopted  by  the  UN  in 
the  last  50  years. 

“All  human  rights  documents 
recognize  the  right  to  equality  in 
mamage,  divorce  and  the  found- 
ing of  a family,"  Shenhav  points 

OUL 

So  she  is  collecting  stories  - 
women's  tales  of  rage,  loss, 
betrayal,  grief  and  despair  at  die 
hands  of  husbands  and  rabbis  who 
have  shackled  them  in  marriages 
gone  sour. 

ISRAEL  has  overlooked  this  par- 
ticular aspect  of  human  rights  in 
its  international  reports  on 
women,  both  last  summer  and  last 
week. 

In  July,  the  government  present- 
ed a 266-page  report  on  the  status 
of  women  in  Israel  to  die  UN’s 
Committee  on  die  Elimination  of 
Discrimination  Against  Women 
(CEDAW).  The  panel  was 
reviewing  how  nations  who 
signed  the  Convention  on  the 
Elimination  of  All  Forms  of 
Discrimination  against  Women  : 
are-  implementing  '.the  .treaty  . 
through  legislative,  judicial'  and 
administrative  measures. 

The  convention,  which  was’ 
adopted  in  1979,  established  an 
“international  bill  of  rights  for 
women"  and  includes  30  articles 
that  describe  legislative,  political, 
economic  and  cultural  measures  to 
ensure  the  full  advancement  and 
participation  of  women  in  their 
nations. 

Israel  ratified  the  convention  in 
1991,  but  it  did  not  fully  endorse 
its  provisions.  Jerusalem  had 
“reservations”  about  Article  16, 
which  deals  with  equality  in  mar- 
riage and  family  law.  Instead,  the 
Israeli  report  defended  die  stale’s 
deference  to  religions  law. 

“The  maintenance  of  religious 
law  in  matters  of  family  and 
divorce  is  perceived  to  be  one  of 
the  most  vital  components  of 
Israel  i law,  since  it  ensures  that  the 
State  of  Israel  is  the  state  of  the 
Jewish  people,"  the  Israeli  report 
said  “It  is  thus  considered  a foun- 
dational aspect  of  die  sensitive 
relationship  between  religion  and 
state  in  Israel.” 

“A  foundation  that  is  unjust  and 
that  causes  pain  and  suffering  is 
not  a very  good  foundation,”  says 
Shenhav,  a member  of  the  Israeli 
delegation  to  the  UN  Commission 


The  plight  of  Jewish  women  trapped  in  sour 
marriages  is  becoming  an  international  human 
rights  issue,  Marilyn  Henry  reports 
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on  die  Status  of  Women  and  an 
expert  on  marriage  and  divorce  in 
Jewish  law.  . 

“How  much  can  we  tolerate 
injustice  in  our  own  system?"  she 
asks. 

JERUSALEM  had  also  expressed 
reservations  about  Article  7 of 
CEDAW,  which  deals  with  the 
appointment  of  women  as  judges 
in  religious  coorts. 

The  Religious  Judges  Law 
(1955)  and  the  Druse  Courts  Law 
(1962)  have  been  interpreted  by 
Jewish,  Moslem  and  Druse  reli- 
gious leaders  to  mean  that  only 
men  can  serve  as.  judges  in  these 
courts,  the  Israeli  repot  says. 

Israel  is  not  the  only  state  in 
which  religious,  traditional  or  trib- 
al law  is  used  as  a shield  to  dis- 
criminate against  women, 
Shenhav  observes,  noting  that  it 
has  also  occurred  in  Asia  and  in 
the  Arab  world. 

- “But  I would  argue  that  when 
religious  law  discriminates  against 
women  and  denies  them  their 
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equal  rights,  there  has  to  be  a way 
to  accommodate  religious  law  to 
CEDAW,  or  give  an  option  to 
women  alongside  religious  law,” 
Shenhav  says. 

“While  ancient  Jewish  law  was 
designed  to  protect  and  support 
Jewish  women,  today  that  same 
Jewish  law  is  being  used  by  some 
as  a tool  to  deny  women  their 
rights  to  equality  in  mamage  and 
divorce.  There  were  more  human 
rights  for  women  in  the  15th  cen- 
tury than  there  are  in  the  20th.” 
she  adds. 

One  New  York  religious  court 
that  has  assisted  agunot.  Bet  Din 
L'Ba’ayot  Agunot,  has  the 
“courage”  Shenhav ’s  group  is 
seeking  from  religious  authorities. 
It  has-  granted  some  100  annul- 
ments and  divorces  since  it  was 
established  18  months  ago  by 
Rabbi  Emanuel  Rackman,  chan- 
cellor emeritus  of  Bar-Dan 
University. 

While  it  bas  won  kudos  from 
women,  though,  it  has  drawn 
opposition  from  Agudath  Israel  of 


America,  which  charges  that  the 
court  is  “unworthy  of  the  name" 
and  says  its  principals  have  “no 
sian ding  as  decisars.” 

AS  THE  UN  was  commemorating 
the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
Universal  Declaration  of  Human 
Rights  its  Commission  on  the 
Status  of  Women  was  meeting  Iasi 
week  in  New  York,  focusing  on 
human  rights  and  violence  against 
women. 

However,  agunot  were  not 
raised  as  a special  issue  when  the 
Israeli  delegation  gave  its  report. 
Instead,  delegation  head  Masha 
Lubelsky  focused  on  economic 
equality  for  women  and  on  pro- 
tecting women  from  domestic  vio- 
lence. 

Lubelsky,  a former  MK  and  now 
an  adviser  to  Avigdor  KahaJani, 
minister  of  internal  security,  says 
the  problem  of  agunot  was  related 
to  the  political  issues  surrounding 
the  lack  of  separation  of  religion 
and  state  in  Israel. 

However,  she  acknowledged: 


“The  rabbis  used  to  find  a solution 
in  two  minutes.  Now  we  have  rab- 
bis who  are  more  extreme.  They 
don't  find  the  proper  solution,  and 
they  make  life  complicated." 

It  was  the  search  for  ways  to 
find  compassion  and  relief  for 
agunot  that  led  the  ICJW  to 
announce  the  creation  of  the 
International  Jewish  Women's 
Human  Rights  Watch. 

The  project  intends  to  docu- 
ment. research  and  publicize  die 
circumstances  of  agunot  in 
Jewish  communities  around  the 
world.  It  will  be  administered  in 
conjunction  with  the  Jerusalem 
Center  for  Public  Affairs,  with 
Shenhav  as  director. 

The  project  has  begun  to  publi- 
cize Shenhav  *s  stories  in  a 
newsletter,  whose  inaugural  issue 
has  just  been  released.  It  docu- 
ments the  cases  of  several  agunot . 
illustrating  discrimination  against 
women  and  a violation  of  human 
rights. 

RACHEL,  an  Orthodox  woman  in 
New  York,  has  a civil  divorce 
from  her  husband  David,  but  has 
remained  an  aguna  for  more  than 
20  years.  Her  husband  refused  to 
give  her  a religious  divorce  until 
she  gave  up  some  the  couple's 
property  that  she  had  been  granted 
under  the  terms  of  the  New  York 
civil  divorce. 

In  the  meantime,  her  husband 
remarried.  He  had  received  a heter 
- a permit  from  Orthodox  authori- 
ties - allowing  him  to  remarry 
although  he  had  not  given  his  first 
wife  a get 

This  is  an  injustice,  Shenhav 
says,  because  Jewish  law  gave 
David  the  opportunity  to  remarry 
that  it  had  denied  to  Rachel. 

War,  disease,  accidents,  terror 
incidents  and  criminal  activity 
lake  the  lives  of  Jewish  husbands 
in  every  Jewish  community,  creat- 
ing horrific  cases  of  agunot  who 
are  childless  widows. 

One  was  Yvette,  a young  Israeli 
who  lost  her  husband  and  child  in 
a car  accident  She  waited  nearly 
six  years  for  her  husband's  surviv- 
ing brother  to  perform  the  ceremo- 
ny of  haliiza  that  would  free  her  - 
suddenly  a childless  widow  - from 
automatic  betrothal  to  her  brother- 
in-law  in  a “Levirate”  marriage. 
The  brother,  who  lived  in  Paris, 
saw  an  opportunity  for  extortion 
and  agreed  to  grant  halinp  - if 
Yvette  paid  him  $70,000. 

These  cases  violate  Jewish . 
women's  human  rights,  and  the 
denial  of  women’s  rights  often  is 
based  on  religious  law.  Shenhav 
says. 

But  she  cautions,  this  issue  is 
not  confined  to  the  Orthodox  com- 
munity. In  the  absence  of  civil 
marriage  it  affects  all  Israelis.  And 
throughout  the  Jewish  world  there 
are  cases  in  which  vindictive 
nonobservant  husbands  are  able  to 
wield  religious  law  like  a cudgel 
over  their  Orthodox  wives. 

The  plight  of  agunot  is  a prob- 
lem for  the  entire  Jewish  commu- 
nity, Shenhav  says.  “Every  man 
has  a mother.  It  can  happen  to  any- 
one.” 

Shenhav  and  June  Jacobs,  presi- 
dent of  the  International  Council 
of  Jewish  Women,  hope  that  pub- 
licizing the  women's  cases  will 
bring  pressure  on  the  Orthodox 
rabbinical  courts  to  find  means  to 
set  the  agunot  free. 

"We  will  do  whatever  is  neces- 
sary to  encourage  communities  to 
find  solutions  to  this  painful  prob- 
lem," says  Jacobs,  raising  the  pos- 
sibility of  the  Lysistrata  strategy. 

According  to  the  ancient  Greek 
comedy  by  Aristophanes,  the 
women  of  Athens  and  Sparta 
declare  a sex  strike  until  the  men 
agree  to  make  peace. 
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Eeeeeeek!!! 
Haredim  in  Eilat! 


Not  Page  One 


Sam  Orbaum 


The  sunbathers  are  still 
sunbathing,  the  beach 
bums  are  still  bumming. 
The  prostitutes 
are  still,  well, 
you  know,  and 
the  restaurants 
are  still  posting 
silly-looking 
men  at  the  door 
to  lure  passersby, 
who  are  still 
passing  them  by. 

Eilat  is  still 
Eilat. 

But  some- 
thing’s happen- 
ing here. 

Call  it  a cru- 
sade, a revolu- 
tion. an  awaken- 
ing. Whatever  it  is,  some  resi- 
dents are  afraid. 

Eilat  is  becoming  religious. 
In  these  histrionic  days  of 
religious-secular  antagonism, 
those  words  are  a red  flag. 

When  Habad  gained  a toe- 
hold here,  years  back,  it  was 
son  of  cute.  A few  black-hatted 
bochers  scuttling  about  prod- 
ding pot-bellied  tourists  to  put 
on  tefillin. 

Now.  though,  it's  Shas.  Now 
it's  getting  serious. 

All  three  local  cab  drivers  1 
queried  were  less  than  enthusi- 
astic. On  one  short  ride,  we 
passed  three  small  Shas 
posters.  The  driver  exhausted 
his  vocabulary  of  English 
swear  words  describing  what 
that  meant 

Jacky  Opinsky,  an  old-timer 
here,  formerly  from  England, 
expressed  herself  more 
quotably.  “If  it's  true  that  the 
haredim  are  getting  strong 
here.  I’m  worried.” 

Significantly,  all  the  reac- 
tions reflected  alarm  over  what 
could  be,  rather  than  what  is. 
No  one  claimed  their  city  had 


available  bomb  shelters, 
cleaned  them  out  and  made 
them  into  synagogues.  And 
they're  all  full. 
“Walk  around  here 
at  eight,  nine  in  the 
morning  on 

Shabbat,  what  do 
you  see?  Like  Bnei 
Brak.  Li-i-ike  - fi- 
ne! - Bra-a-a-k!  It's 
unbelievable  - all 
you  see  is  people 
going  to  - syna- 
gogue. Religious 
people?  Sec-u-lar 
people!  Yes!  Here! 
In  Eilat!” 

And  what  about 
secular  fears  of 
haredization? 

“The  seculars  are  not  afraid 
of  us.  Maybe  one  percent. 
There  are  a few  people  who 
want  to  make  trouble,  but  I 
don't  pay  attention  to  them. 
They  once  held  a meeting 
against  us.  on  a Shabbat,  12 
people  were  there  - and  30 
journalists.  You  understand? 

“You  see  in  the  newspapers, 
‘You’re  going  to  make  a Bnei 
Brak  in  EilaC  you’re  going  to 
close  Eilat’  - No.  We’re  simply 
going  to  give  a voice  to  people 
who've  lived  here  30, 40  years, 
people  who  want  a Jewish  life 
for  their  grandchildren. 

“And  if  the  city  becomes 
haredi,  or  religious,  and  the  peo- 
ple say  they  don't  want  pork 
sold  here,  it  would  be  legiti- 
mate, no?  Do  you  warn  democ- 
racy only  when  it  suits  Meretz?” 

SHAULJ  recalls  a story,  and 
fulminates. 

“A  few  months  ago,  Ovadia 
Yosef  went  to  the  Begin 
School.  Parents  screamed, 
‘How  can  you  let  him  come 
and  brainwash  our  children? 
Fire  the  principal!’ Can- you  - 


EKIat  is  becoming  religious.  In 
these  histrionic  days  ot 
religious-secular  antagonism, 
those  words  are  a red  flag 


yet  changed. 

. ..  And  it  won’t,  promised 
•Yitzhak  Shauli,  the  No.  2 man 
in  the  city’s  religious  council. 
He  claims  to  have  started  it  all. 

In  a three-hour  interview, 
Shauli  was  most  convincing 
that  there’s  nothing  to  worry 
about.  Topless  Swedes  won’t 
be  stoned,  hotels  won’t  lose 
their  kashrut  licenses  for  hold- 
ing New  Year’s  Eve  parties, 
and  pork  and  shrimp  will  still 
slither  down  willing  gullets. 

Shauli,  48,  is  a dyed-in-the- 
wool  Shas  man:  Two  immense 
photos  of  Rabbi  Ovadia  Yosef 
- one  of  them  larger  than  life  - 
cover  the  wall  behind  his 
office  chair. 

“Eilat  has  had  die  stigma  of 
being  a Sodom-and-Gomorrah 
city.  It  used  to  be  you  couldn’t 
say  you  were  religious  here.  If 
you  walked  around  with  a 
kippa,  they’d  say,  ‘Stop  joking 
around,  take  that  thing  off.* 

“I  changed  all  that.  In  the  *92 
Knesset  elections.  Shas  had 
1 86  voters  in  Eilat.  In  the  1 996 
elections,  2,407.  You  under- 
stand what’s  been  happening 
here?  Nowhere  else  in  Israel 
has  there  been  such  a jump. 
Add  to  that  another  600  voters 
for  Aguda,  and  about  700  for 
the  NRP.  Thai’s  3,700  out  of 
1 6,000  voters." 

Shauli  leans  in  on  me  for 
emphasis.  “You  understand? 
This  — is  — a Jew-ish  — city- 

y-y.y-y!” 

SHAULI  IS  very  charismatic, 
and  speaks  like  a slick  politi- 
cian - using  measured  doses  of 
bombast  and  subdued  hypnotic 
flourishes.  He’ll  occasionally 
pummel  a key  phrase,  stressing 
each  syllable  and  ending  with  a 
protracted  intonation. 

“If  1 hadn't  been  crazy,  like 
they  said  1 was  when  I started 
this  in  1989,  it  wouldn't  have 
happened.  But  those  3,700  vot- 
ers were  here  all  along:  they 
didn't  come  from  outside. 
They  weren’t  brought  here  to 
boost  Shas.  I wasn’t  sent  here 
from  somewhere  else  to  bring 
terror,  to  be  a dictator. 

“I’ll  give  you  an  example. 
There ’s'a  nude  belly  dancer  in 
town  who  said  she  voted  Shas 
in  the  Knesset  election. 

“A  - beJI-y  - dan-cer!  Sha-a- 
a-s! 

“And  you  know  what  she 
says?  ’I  see  in  Shas  a party  that 
brings  me  back  to  Judaism, 
back  to  my  family.’  She  now 
keeps  Shabbat  and  kashrut  - 
yet  she  still  dances;  nu,  she 
gets  $500  for  a perfor- 
mance...." 

He  doesn’t  seem  bent  on 
coercing  her  to  change. 

“In  1971  there  were  8,000 
residents,  seven  synagogues. 
Today ? 48,000  residents,  still 
seven  synagogues.  But  in  the 
last  four  years  we  took  all  15 


im-a-gine?  A month  later,  a 
homosexual  was  brought  to  the 
school,  to  talk  about  his 
lifestyle.  No  outcry. 

“Secular  community  centers 
we  have,  a basketball  team  with 
two  blacks  from  Harlem  we 
have,  a soccer  team  we  have, 
escort  girls  we  have,  a casino 
we  have,  we  have  everything  - 
but  for  me.  nothing.  Why?" 

Shauli  boasts  about  Shas's 
charity  work,  but  rejects  as 
demagoguery  my  assertion  that 
this  is  precisely  Shas’s  formu- 
la: building  political  power  on 
goodies  to  die  disaffected  poor. 

“It’s  not  like  up  north,  where 
you  buy  a seat  on  Yom  Kippur 
for  $1,000.  No.  Here’s  a sid- 
dur.  here’s  a kippa,  here’s  a tai- 
l'd, here’s  a hazan,  here’s  a 
Torah,  here’s  a seat  for  you  and 
your  family  - free."  He  thumps 
his  desk  and  then  spreads  his 
hands.  “No  - mo-ney-y-y! 

“And  if  there’s  a family  with 
nothing  to  eat,  the  synagogue 
will  take  care  of  eveiy  thing:  for 
a bar  mitzva,  even  for  a wed- 
ding. Yes,  even  a wedding! 
Somebody  wants  to  get  mar- 
ried, but  they  have  no  money, 
no  job;  no  problem,  just  go  to 
Shauli.  We  have  donors  who’ll 
give  them  a nice  suit,  a wedding 
dress,  they  can  have  photos  or  a 
video  of  their  wedding,  and 
tasty  catered  food,  and  they  can 
invite  50  people,  or  100,  or  1 50. 
And  nobody  in  town  will  talk. 
They  can  tell  everyone  they  did 
it  by  - them-se-e-e-elves." 

So  why  doesn't  everyone 
love  Shas? 

“We  have  a problem  with 
hasbara  [publicity].  We 
haven'!  learned  to  make  an  ele- 
phant from  a fly.  We  make  a fly 
from  an  elephant.  That's  our 
mistake.  We  do  a lot,  but  it 
seems  like  a little. 
Professionals  have  a big  PR 
company  working  for  them, 
they  make  a big  thing  out  of 
nothing." 

Two  years  ago,  Shauli 
demanded  and  got  a separate 
beach  for  the  religious. 

“How  can  you  live  here  and 
ignore  the  beach?  There  was  an 
outcry  at  the  beginning:  Women 
m bikinis  posed  next  to  our 
sign,  and  newspapers  ran  the 
pictures  with  the  headline: 
’Eilat  goes  haredi.’ Why?  Why? 
Don't  we  have  this  right?" 

Shauii’s  assistant,  Han 
Adam,  dropped  in  for  a 
moment  Perfect  liming.  ‘Nu? 
This  Adam  [man]  decided  he 
wants  a better  life  for  his  chil- 
dren, a normal  life,  a Jewish 
life.” 

Adam  looks  like  a typical 
Shasnik.  In  Eilat  terms,  he  is. 

“Know  what  I used  to  do 
before  this?”  he  says,  twirling 
his  peyoL  “1  was  a lifeguard. 
Best  lifeguard  in  town."  He 
smiles  warmly.  “Now  I'm  busy 
saving  myself." 
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Tel  Aviv 


RENTALS 


MOTZA ILUT  - LARGE  studio  apartment, 
furnished,  all  conveniences  except 
washing  machine.  Privacy  and  covered 


parking.  Single  person  preferred.  Mini- 
mum 6 month  lease.  Tel.  02-534-2824. 


RENTALS 

EZORB  - CHEN,  4 & 5 + beautiful  bal- 
conies, ax  conditioning,  parking  & guard. 
Tel  052-583-282.  [12756] 
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Don’t  delay-  phone  today!!  Au  pair  Inter- 
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GENERAL 
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FORD  TAURUS,  1993,  6 sealer  togafly, 
38001.  cruse  control  power  front  seat 
abs  air  bag.  62,000  km.,  silver  mstaffic. 
excellent  condition.  Tel.  050-356-299. 
02-535-1266  (NS).  [14583] 


Tel  Aviv 

BMW  318T1.  Dec..  1995.  34.000  km.. 


ter  4 pm.).  [791983] 
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words,  (minimum),  each  additional  word 
NIS  38l61. 

MONDAY.  WEDNESDAY  and  FRI- 
DAY (package)  - NIS  321.60  for  10  words 
(mini mum), each  additional  word  - NIS 
32.16. 

-WEEK  RATE  (6  insertions)  - NIS  468  tor 
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ditional word  - NIS  6025. 

MONTHLY  (24  insertions)  - NJS  1140.73 
tor  10  words  (minimum),  each  additional 
word -NIS  114.07 


Sharon  Area 


REHAVIA,  LOVELY.  3.  ground  floor, 
completely  furnished,  tong/ short-term. 
TeL  02-563-2464,  02-582-4262.  [15265] 


TeL  02-563-2464,  02-582-4262.  [1S265] 

GERMAN-COLONY,  3 LARGE  rooms. 

' 2 conveniences.  2nd  floor,  very  big  Uch- 
’ en,  long-term.  Tot. -02-673-2428. ' 


SALES 


EXCLUSIVE  AU-PAIR  AGENCY  in 
North  Tel  Aviv  soofdng  qualified.  mfeliaent 
candidates,  high  salaries.  TeL  050-620- 
894.  (11788} 


' en,  tong-term. 
[791947] 


HERZLIYA  PITUAH,  HAHIDMA  at.  !! 
250  sq.m.  buil  on  600  sq.m,  plot  Also 
for  rent 

Warn  Rear  EstaieTel  09-958-961 1 


SITUATIONS  VACANT 


QUALITY  NEW  &USED  GARS 
TAX  FREE  iUNBESTRICTH) 
Buying  ■ Selling  • Trading  • Leasing 
“Ce]sbriing25  ’feara  - Countrywide  Service 
s Paaspcrt—  Pasepcrt-  Oar  Sberiatiy 


HYUNDAI  ACCENT,  1997,  mint  condi- 
tion, 1.5,  automatic  ABS.  A/B.  power 
windows,  radio,  a/e.  alarm  system,  sat- 


VEHICLES 


j Paaspcrt—  Pasmcrt-  Oar  Speciaby 
TU.  050240-977,  TiiL/Fruc.  036523735 


ver  metallic.  12,000  km.,  practically 
brand  new.  TeL  052-282-516.  02-651- 


Sharon  Area 


brand  new.  Tel.  052-282-516 
0306.  [790767] 


:jr  vi  m 


Sharon  Area 


BUSINESS  OFFERS 


HOUSEHOLD  HELP 


-PASSPORT 


ROOMMATES 


WANTED,  NON-OBSERVANT  WOM- 
AN sharing  spacious  apartment,  Jewish 
Quarter.  TeL  02-628-0044.  [68] 


Tel  Aviv 

INVESTMENT 


URGENT!  DYNAMIC  COUPLE,  live  in 
near  Caesarea,  housekeeping,  child- 
care. gardening.  Tel.  050-453-604 
(15115] 


WANTED:  .MITSUBISHI  GLX.L300  OT 
other  passenger  minivan  irf  rood  'condi- 
tion with  tar  kitometrege.  *£6  or  newer. 
TeL  02-672-0322  (NS}.  [791551] 


1994  VOLVO  940  GL  Saloon  for  sale, 
i great  condition,  only  .37jOQ().  km.,  lull 
(deafer  seryice  record.. PhoHb  Derelcior 
i Judfc,  TeL ’02^380345.' • 


PASSPORT 


Rotes  are  valid  wrtil  MAY  31  1998. 


SALES 


INVESTOR  WANTED  FOR  a new  Israefi 
fBm.  Tei.  03-604-3578.  [15118] 


SITUATIONS  VACANT 


Haifa  and  North 


1993  MERCEDES  190E,  2.000  Cc.  rne- 
taltic  black,  automatic,  power  steering, 
new  air  conditioner,  sun  root  radio  tape. 


MAZDA  MPV,  1996,  first  hand,  from  pri- 
vate. excellent,  like  new.  comfortable 
ami  safe,  8 passengers,  all  alarm  and 
protection  systems,  includes  tow  car- 
riage. TaL  02-642-6008,  050-406-349. 
(16068] 


’ ; i994  MER CEDES  230  „CE.  . 2i  ‘door 
l( -ibdupef  sport  Hhg'dark  rnefa&c  git#,  tup 
option  leather  .19,500  km,  Ikeinaw.  law 


?rbe.  wl  trade  or  cash.  Cofin.  TeL  09- 
42-9617.052-4230327.  [791822] 


DEADLINES  offices: 

Jerusalem  - weekdays:  12  norm  the  day 
before  publication;  tor  Friday  4 pm.  on 
Thursday. 

Tef  Aviv  and  Haifa  - weekdays:  12 
noon.  2 days  before  publication;  for  Friday 
and  Sunday:  4 p.m.  Thursday  in  Tel  Aviv 
and  12  noon  Thursday  m Haifa. 


GILO,  LEV  HAPARK,new,  duplex  5 
rooms  including  big  parents  unit  with 
bathroom.*  targe  room  in  attic.  Special  & 
interesting  design.  New  bulding.  1 x bal- 
cony leading  from  dinstg  area  + 1 large 
balcony  on  roof,  elevator.  S 270.000.  02- 
3788886. 


SERVICES 


General 


GENERAL 


immablOBr.  53.000  km.  serviced  regular- 
ly. quick  sale.  CoRn.  Tel  09-742-9517, 
052423327.  (79123] 


BUSINESS 


For  classified  enquiries  please  call 
02-5315644. 


DWELLINGS 


habitat  real  estate 

»5':  •*  C £ $£  - - 3* 

*-»»•<*  I 


IMPORTING  / EXPORTING?  WE  can 
save  you  SIOOO's!  Documentation, 
freight  estimates,  customs,  we  do  ft  afl  ! 
Consult  the  experts.  KETER  SERVIC- 
ES. Tel  02-678-8488.  (790766] 


PRODUCTION  COORDINATOR  - 
SUCCESSFUL  apparel  manufacturer. 
Alula  based,  seeks  experienced  person  to 
coordinate  production  with  U.S.  efients. 
English  mother-tongue,  excellent  organi- 
zational skills  required,  contact  Joseph. 
Tel.  09-744-2448,  tax.  09-742-3490. 
791944 


VEHICLES 


Jerusalem 


SKODA,  FOREMAN,  1994,  4 door  wtti 
buftt-in  work  cabin  (argaz),  air-corxfltion- 
ing.  Ported  condition.  Very,  very  Inex- 
pensive. The  perfect  personaywork  ve- 
hicle. Tel.  02-993-1580  (N.S.).  050- 
316715  IMSJ 


1997  VOLKSWAGEN  POLO,  automat- 
ic, 7200.  power  steering  / windows,  ABS 
brakes,  air  conditioning,  central  locking, 
alarm.  immob£zer,  airbags,  stereo,  CD 
changer,  excefenl  condition. 

TeL  09-957-4912.  [791717] 


- - * 


PONTIAC  BONNEVILLE,  1992,  fuilv 
loaded,  let  owner,  attractive  price.  TeL 


haded.  1st  owner,  attractive  price.  Te 
02-652-3735, 050-240-977.  [14535] 


VOLVO  740  GL.  1989.  station,  electric 
moon  roof,  automatic,  fully  loaded,  ab- 


solutely showroom  contfflion,  new  tires, 
test  Priced  lor  quick  sate.  Tel  02-993- 


LESSONS 


PURCHASE/SALES 


PASSPORT 


test  Priced  lor  quick  sale.  Tel  02-993- 
1494  (NS).  050-316715  (NS).  115128] 


1994  GRAND  CHEROKEE,  white,  au- 
tomatic p/stereo,  air  can.,  fuff-leather,  very 
clean  + outstanding  4x4.  trade  in  or  cash. 
Colin  Tel.  052-423-327,  09-742-9517. 
[791821] 


Jerusalem 


General 


Jerusalem  qualify  sales  A rentals 
in  all  areas  - ask  Uaylr 


WHERE  TO  STAY 


HEBREW  I A RA  BIG/ RUSSIAN 
Private,  intensive.  Afl  languages. 
Home/  office.  'Hebrew - Center* 
Tel  052-211-553. 


CITROEN  SAXO  1.41,  1997.  first  hand. 
white,  4 doors,  18.000  km.,  immoboflzar 
alarm,  CO.  double  air  bag.  electric  wind- 


COMPUTER  EQUIPMENT 

FOR  SALE:  XANTE  Aceal-a-Wder.  B& 


ows.  power  steering.  Tel.  03-511-1480. 
02-534-0230.  [791957] 


MITSUBISHI  SUPER  LANCER,  1998, 
station,  1.6,  automatic,  power  steering, 
30,000  km.,  1st  owner.  PBS.  air  bags. 
Will  sacrifice  for  quidc  deal.  Tel.  02- 
993-1580  (NS).  050-726980  (NS). 
[15129] 


VEHICLES 


Haifa  and  North 


JERUSALEM  LODGES  LTD 
Short  and  kxig  term  rentals. 
Bed  and  breakfast, 

P.O.  Ba<  4233.  Jerusalem  9104 4. 
Tel.  02-6611745.  Fax:  02-563-7566. 
E-Mail:  jerel@>jereLcai 


tel:  (02)  56 11 222  In:  (02)  56 11  176 


SITUATIONS  VACANT 


Email:  oortico 3netvision.net.il 


General 


W prater  lor  A4  and  A-3  paper.  Fine  con- 
ditions. good  lor  PC  or  Mac.  Tel:  02- 
9973735  (NS) 


MAZDA  626,  1992.  manual  transmis- 
sion. 1.8,  excellent  condition,  must  sell. 


VEHICLES 


bargain  price.  Tel.  02-652-3735.  050- 
240977.  [68] 


Tel  Aviv 


PASSPORT 


HOUSEHOLD  HELP 


HOUSEHOLD  GOODS 


PASSPORT 


DWELLINGS 


Jerusalem  Area 


AHUZA  YERUSHAUY1M,  5,  garden,  pri- 
vate entrance,  parking  (on  private  land), 
immediate.  S3S0.000.  Tel.  02-566-6571. 
(12791). 


EXCELLENT  JOB  OPPORTUNITIES, 
tor  au  pairs,  domestic  help;  chfldcare  and 
caregivers  far  the  elderly.  Great  condi- 
tions. High  salary.  Eve  rntoul  countrywide. 
TeL  03-688-6767,  052-891034.  [14454] 


HOLIDAY  RENTALS 


MATANI  MANPOWER  NURSING  sende- 
es! Philppine  workers*  permits  or  el- 


LEAVING,  SELLING  CONTENTS  ot 
home.  Microwave  oven,  stainless  steel 
dishwasher,  beautiful  mahogany  side 
board.  99  pieces  of  tine  china.  Mon. 
March  16.  4pm  • 9 pm,  32  Habanal  Bel 
Hake  re  ru  TeL  02-6514316.  02-673-6975 
[791934] 


FORD  TAURUS,  1994,  dark  green, 
cruise  control,  power  windows,  ABS. 
dual  air  bags,  beautiful  condition. 


please  call.  Tel.  02-500-1843,  052- 
865496.  [791980] 


PORCHE  944,  1986,  personally  im- 
ported from  Germany,  good  condBion,  im- 
mediate. 56,900.  bargain.  TeL  050-288- 
888.  [791871] 


TOYOTA  HILUX  TENDER.  1995,  double 
cabin,  48.000  NIS  + VAT.  Tel.  04-281- 
0085  (w).  [791976] 


PESACH  - 2.5  ROOMS.  Rehavia  (Lin- 
coln St.),  next  to  King  David  Hotel.  1st 


— ■ es!  Philippine  workers*  permits  or  ei- 

WHERE  TO  STAY  derjy/sick  people.  03-7323740.  052- 

— 332778  fioSBif 


PURCHASE'S  ALES 


UNRESTRICTED 


MERCEDES  BENZ  300E,  from  good 
family,  looks  like  new,  year  1987. 
*9.500.  Tel  050-357085.  [791920] 


UNRESTRICTED 


Tel  Aviv 


floor,  garden,  luly  furnished,  cable.  April 
1-25.  Tel.  050-507330.  050-291629. 
[791945] 


SITUATIONS  VACANT 


PESACH  - 2.5  ROOMS,  Rehavia  (Ha na- 
si SI.),  next  to  President's  House,  1st 
floor,  fully  furnished,  cable,  April  5-25. 
SI. 100.  Tel.  050-507330,  050-291629. 
[791945] 


THE  JERUSALEM  INN 
LIMITED  OFFER 

Guest  House  - ELB.  Double  Rooms 
28S/38S  02-625-1294 
Hotel-Private  Bath  room- Tetephone-T.V. 
48S/58S  02-625-2757 


Tel  Aviv 


HOUSEHOLD  GOODS 


HOUSEHOLD  HELP 


[019063] 


IMMEDIATE  AU-PAIR  JOBS  available, 
friendliest  famines,  best  conditions,  the 
agency  with  a heart  tor  the  Au  Pairs. 
Can  Hitma:  (03)  965-9937.  [wowei 


PRIVATE  SALE,  ANTIQUE  French  fur- 
niture, high  quafity.  (Only  FfenchtEngfishf 
Rumanian  speakers.)  TeL  053-611-207. 
[791986) 


BMW,  3164, 1990,  90,000  km.  automat- 
ic, tested  for  current  year,  electric  wind- 
ows. power  steering,  alarm  system  + im- 
mobilizer, central  locking,  black,  excel- 
lent condiionl  List  price.  02-825-8266, 
052-429-954,  [12568] 


CITROEN  XANTIA  1995,  1.8  Liters. 
19,900  km.  all  powers,  air  conditioning, 
alarm,  CD  player,  fee  new.  TeL  09-832- 
1700.  [791950] 


AUSTIN  METRO  1300  model  1990, 
63HP  with  strong  air  conditioner,  first 
owner,  70,000  km„  TeU  Fax.  04-824- 
2115. 


Mail  this  coupon  to  us  with  payment  enclosed  (minimum  10  words) 

PnTTDATVT  Q ONETIME  insertion 

L/UUrUlM  Q3TIMES  □ 4 FRIDAYS 


10% 

OFF 


□ ONETIME  insertion 

□ 3TIMES  □ 4 FRIDAYS 

□ 6 TIMES  (FULL  WEEK)  □ MONTH 

Starting  Date No.  of  words 

AMOUNT:  NIS Rates: 

See  classified  rates  on  this  page.  Deduct  1 0%  if  you  use  this  coupon. 

Classification Geographical  Area_ 

No  refunds  for  early  cancellation  of  series. 

TEXT- 


City Phone .Credit  Card 

Expiry  date ID  No. 

□ Please  send  receipt Signature 

MAIL  TO:  ADS  COUPON  SPECIAL,  P.O.Box  81,  Jerusalem  91000 


SPECIAL  ISSUE 

50  Years  of 
Building  in  Israel 


Just  before  Pessach  & Independence  Day 

The  Jerusalem  Post 

will  publish  special  marketing  and  advertising 
supplements,  devoted  to  real  estate  and 
investments  in  Israel. 

The  supplements  will  be  published  In  the 
International  Edition 
of  March  23,  & 30  and  April  6, 1998 
and  in  the  daily  paper  on 
April  10,  Erev  Pessach 
For  more  information  and  to  advertise  in 
these  supplements,  please  contact 

Udi  Bash  03-6390333  Fax:  03-6390277 
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Hum*  u juuug,  u jranc  pasoo  too  mu  oe  nspoB9ueftr  au  ut£  seotlar 

aBdadmhMtatiredntiesrf  tiw  recepfiofldedt  in  flie  office  in  IsraeL 


The  position: 

* Expansible  for  the  reception  area;  phones,  fax,  mail,  courier  etc. 

* filing,  word  processing,  administration 

* Report  to  and  assist  management 

Qualifications: 

* Hebrew  & English  mother  tongues 

* r nrmufArit  nrifk - I n 


* Good^^^sonal  ^ari  soitware packages 

* KSS"*  “ bandIe  simultaneously 

* Resident  of  Gush  Dan  area 

* No  previous  experience  necessary  j 

Please  send  CV  to  P.O.  toraSTM^viv,  61  ll2Att^tio„  to:  Rerun, innis, 

S.  AUcommmcatitmswill  be  handlal  wilt  mta^nSdaice  j 
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SPECIAL  INTRODUCTORY  CLASSIFIED  OFFER' 

Ia"*Iou:“se.d“r"^med  ad  ‘ TlT  Amta>«fc«ai...Save  another  10%! 


We  want  your  used  car  classified  ad... 

...  so  we  re  making  an  offer  you  cant  refuse!!! 

Your  classified  car  ad  can  run  in  The  Jerusalem  Post  for  only: 

„ NIS  58.50  for  two  foil  weeks 

f NIS  88.50  for  one  foil  month 
NIS  1 1 7.00  for  two  foil  months 


1.  Save  10%  on  above  prtces,  by  using  the  man-in  coupon  in  this  paper  (2  weeks  NIS  52.65:  one  month  NIS  70  « * V 

2.  You  get  up  to  25  words,  to  say  just  how  great  your  car  is!  two  months  NIS  1 0530J 

3.  You  may  upgrade  from  package  to  package,  by  paying  the  difference.  X 

TERMS  OF  PUBUCATION:  Advertisement  must  be  for  one  car  only,  You  may  cancel  ad,  if  you  sell  the  ear  h .+  t 

by  cash,  check  or  credit  card.  “'  bu*  no  refund»- 
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-Wth  1997  - March  1908 


DOW  JONES  INDUST.  AVG. 


Match  1W7-  Mmh  IBM 


Vishay  to  open  nemrplaiit  next  month 

VI shay  Israel  js  hiring  600  ^workers,  inc]  uding- 450  for  a new 
- factory  m Beeisheba,.  which  plans  to  open  in  April.  Most  of  the 
new  empIoyees  3*oll.he  engineers;and  technicians,  according  to  a 
' ^kdsnMii,‘ ^s^cwxilering:dibfficnlt^  in- A 
finding  suitable  personnel. ---•  • T”.1  " T!' — 

The  company  has  four  plantsinlsrael,  whose  sales  came  to 
$270  million  in  1997,  and  are  expected  tt>reach  $335 ol  this 
year.  Based  in  Pennsylvania,  Vishay  develops  and  manufactures  j 
a wide  range  of  electronic  components.  The  company  sells  to  | 

the  computer,. teleconmuimcatioiis  and  military  industries. 

Nina  Gilbert  j 

Nearly  $1b.  in  counterpurchases  last  year 

Foreign  companies  made  counterpurchases  here  amounting  to 
some  $983  million  in  1997,  the  Industrial  Cooperation  Authority 
said  yesterday.  In  the  past  five  years,  the  purchases  have  totaled 
$4.8  billion.  The  companies  which  made  the  largest  purchases 
last  year  wcre  Pratt  & Whitney,  IBM,  Boeing-McDonnell, 

Digital*  and  Siemens.  • ■ Nina  Gilbert 
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George  Wcxszawski,  our  expert  oh  intemafiond  -funds, 
recommends  that  now  is  the  time  to  think  about  Europe. 
All  financial  signs  indicate  that  Europe  is  the  market  most 
likely  to  flourish  in  the  wake  of  Asia's  financial  woes. 

CommStodk  invites  you  to  tote  advantage  of  corporate 
European  growth  that  could  explode  over  the  next  five 
years.  We're  offering  a European  Warrant  Fund  that  has 
shown  more  than  1000%  profit  owerlhe  past  five 
years,  wHh  a 1 57%  return  last  year  alone.  Like  most 
high-yield  investments,  this  fend  is  accompanied  by  risk  - 
but  its  fluicfify  allows  you  to  withdraw  at  any  time. 

The  fund  is  ranked  among  top  fends  by  financial  journals 

Including  Micropa/* 

ff  you  can  consider  investing  a minimum  of  $10,000  in 
this  outstanding  opf»*J^  please  call  George  at 
(02)6244963. 


CommStock  Trading  Ltd.  ^ ; 

Futures,  Options,  and  Stock  Brokers  , 

Jerusalem:  City  Towa^  Ben  Yehuda  St.  ; 
TO.  02-624-4963;  Fax.  02-625-9515  : 

tmeemsm  wpaiwOTt.awiniwifltit.Mjr 


IDB,  Tshuva  agree  on 
joint  management  of  Delek 


By  PAN  GERSTEWFTSll) 

Discount  Investments  and  contractor 
Yitzhak  Tshuva  reached  an  agreement  for 
(be  joint  management  of  Delek,  the  Israel 
Fuel  Corp,  both  companies  yesterday 
announced. 

The  move  came  only  few  days  after 
Tshuva  completed  the  take  over  of  Israel’s 
second  largest  petroleum  company. 
According  to  the  agreement.  Discount  and 
Tkbuva  wm  have  an  equal  number  of  repre- 
sentatives an  Delek’s  board  of  directors  until 
the  end  of  January  1999,  even  though  that 


Discount  currently  holds  wily  37  percent  of 
the  company  while  Tshuva  controls  50%. 

The  two  groups  received  an  option  to  buy 
each  others  holdings.  Discount  holds  a put 
option  to  sell  all  its  holdings  in  Delek  to 
Tshuva  in  two  dates  set  by  both  parties  at  a 
price  of  N1S  1 60  per  share,  which  is  equal  to 
tin  price  in  which  Bank  Hapoalim  sold  its 
25%  stake  to  Tshuva ‘s  company,  Tashluz 
Assets.  Meanwhile,  Tashluz  has  a call  option 
to  buy  Discount's  holdings  at  the  same  price 
plus  a variable  premium  that  may  reach  up 
to  N1S  7J2  million. 

If  both  sides  don't  exercise  the  option. 


Discount,  which  is  a subsidiary  of  IDB 
Holdings  Corp..  will  receive  the  right  to  buy 
Delek  shares  from  Tashluz  so  that  the  two 
companies  will  hold  an  equal  stake. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  Lenny 
Recanati  will  hold  his  post  as  chairman  of 
the  board,  while  Tshuva  will  have  the  right 
to  appoint  a replacement  to  Airmen  Sadeh, 
Delek’s  managing  director. 

The  companies  have  also  agreed  to  distrib- 
ute a cash  dividend  of  at  least  30%  of  net 
income.  Additionally,  they  will  act  to  divide 
Delek's  holdings  in  Super-SoL  Following 
this  move  Discount  will  purchase  Tashluz’s 


If  introduced  commercially,  tilting  trams  can  offer  a viable  mass- transit  link  between  the  capital  and  Ifel  Aviv. 

Unit  on  loan  from  Germany  for  trials 

Tilting  train  can  make  J’lem-TA  ride  in  55  mins. 


By  SYBIL  BWUCH 

j^jijiinig  train  isicuhentfty  Here  on  Joan  from 
the  German  Aduariz  company  for  trials  on 
what  is  hoped  will  be  a last  and  frequent  ser- 
vice from  Tfcl  Aviv  to  Jerusalem  and  Tfcl  Aviv 
to  Beersheba,  Israel  Railways  said  yesterday. 

The  tilting  trains  are  able  to  travel  on  wind- 
ing track  without  slowing  down,  which  would 
cut  travel  time  on  the  Td  Aviv- Jerusalem  line 
from  115  to  55  minutes. 

Azi  Feuchtwanger,  chairman  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Ports  and  Railways  Authority, 
said  it  is  absurd  that  the  country’s  two  largest 
cities  have  no  proper  rail  link. 

He  said  that  the  use  of  tilting  trains  would 
require  an  outlay  of  only  $50  million  for 


■ mfrasBwture  and_$50m.  for  die  trains  them- 
. selvescto  come  fiom  die  government  budget 
rather  that*  privateinvestora.  It  would  be  pos- 
sible to  run  14  trains  a day  in  each  direction. 
The  alternative,  which  would  cost  $500  bil- 
lion, would  mean  constructing  a totally  new 
track  from  Tel  Aviv  to  Jerusalem. 

Travel  time  from  Tel  Aviv  to  Beersheba 
would  also  be  dramatically  reduced,  and  the- 
oretically it  would  take  less  time  to  travel  by 
tilting  train  from  Beersheba  to  Haifa  than  it 
would  to  drive  on  the  Cross-Israel  Highway, 
making  it  an  attractive  proposition. 

Israel  Railways  director-general  Amos 
Uzani  showed  reporters  a promotional  film 
explaining  the  tiliing-train  technology.  A 
computer  m the  train’s  control  system  senses 


curves  on  the  track,  and  causes  the  wheels  to 
spread  as  die  train  takes  die  carve,  at  a maxi- 
mum tilt  of  8 percent  Passengers  do  not  feel 
the  tilt  - and  according  to  the  cartoon  film 
neither  do  their  drinks  - but  the  impression 
given  is  of  the  scene jy  tilting. 

The  technology  for  tilting  trains  has  been 
available  since  the  early  1980s,  but  it  is  only 
in  recent  years  that  European  countries  have 
begun  to  adopt  the  system,  and  Israel  is  hop- 
ing to  follow  SUIL 

Unlike  French  TGV  high-speed  trains, 
which  can  reach  speeds  of  300  km/h  but  need 
special  track  at  high  cost,  tilting  trains  can  run 
on  existing  track  for  a minimal  outlay,  and 
can  travel  at  250  km/h,  although  a speed  of 
160  km/h  is  sufficient  for  Israel. 


Customs  finds 
funds  to  escort 
Jordanian 
trucks 

By  Him  GILBERT 

The  Customs  and  VAT  Authority 
was  able  to  secure  temporary 
financing  for  security  escorts  of 
Jordanian  trucks  traveling  to  and 
from  Haifa  Port  over  the  weekend, 
authority  director  Motti  Ayalon 
said  yesterday. 

“This  is  a very  sensitive  matter 
and  we  made  great  efforts  to 
ensure  that  the  security  escorts 
would  continue,"  he  said.  “We 
found  temporary  financing  for  the 
next  few  days." 

. In  die  next  lew  days,  the  author- 
ity is  to  bold  high-level  contacts  to 
find  the  funds  for  the  escorts,  he 
said 

Mandy  Barak,  of  the  Federation 
of  Chambers  of  Commerce's  inter- 
national department,  said  the 
problem  relates  to  budget  politics 
among  the  various  ministries. 
“They  always  make  noise,  but 
eventually  find  the  funds.  They 
won’t  allow  a situation  in  which 
die  traffic  is  stopped,*'  he  said. 
“Anyhow,  there  is  very  little 
money  involved  here,  maybe  a 
few  thousand  shekels  a month, 
due  to  the  low  level  of  traffic.” 

■ — Tr-^- =3m-»1 
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‘Der  Spiegel’:  Tietmeyer 
involved  in  insider-trading 


The  Bundesbank  strengthened  its  rebuttal  of  a report 
in  Der  Spiegel  magazine  that  President  Hans  Tietmeyer 
and  Chief  Economist  Oonar  Issing  were  involved  in 
improper  bond  transactions  on  their  own  account. 

Economists  and  bond  analysts  said  they  believed  dial 
the  accusations  could  lead  to  confusion,  a short-term 
weakening  of  the  German  bond  market,  and  even 
prompt  personal  consequences. 

In  its  second  statement  in  two  days,  the  Bundesbank 
gave  further  details  of  the  personal  transactions  of  the 
two  Bundesbank  officials  and  describes  a report  to  run 
in  today’s  Der  Spiegel  as  “infamous  and  provably 
wrong,'’  stepping  up  from  its  description  of  die  article 
24  hours  before  as  “misleading.’’ 

Der  Spiegel  claims  that  an  asset  manager  bought  5- 
year  notes  worth  1 million  marks  ($540,000)  on  credit 
for  Tietmeyer  when  he  was  bank  vice  president  in  1 992. 
At  that  time,  according  to  the  magazine,  it  was  clear 
within  the  Bundesbank  that  interest  rales  would  fall  and 
the  pice  of  the  notes  would  rise. 


“It’s  a strange  story.  The  bond  market  could  react 
with  confusion  and  a weakening,"  said  Marius  Daheim, 
economist  at  Oppenheim  Fmanzanalyse  GmbH.  “The 
whole  matter  could  put  pressure  on  Tietmeyer  arid 
Issing  and  possibly  even  lead  to  personal  consequences, 
even  though  I think  that’s  unlikely  ” he  added. 

“Tietmeyer,  like  Bill  Clinton,  is  such  a heavyweight,” 
though,  said  Daheim  that  it’s  unlikely  to  push  him  out 
of  office.  Xuergen  Pfister,  head  of  economic  research  at 
Commerzbank  AG,  Germany's  third-Iargest  publicly 
traded  bank,  said  tire  accusations  were  an  “unpleasant 
story." 

The  Bundesbank  said  yesterday  that  the  government 
notes  Tietmeyer  and  Issing  owned  were  of  the  series 
101.  An  asset  manager  at  Metalibank,  a unit  of 
Metal  Igesel]  sc  haft  AG,  bought  them  on  October  5, 
1992,  after  the  Bundesbank  said  it  would  offer  new 
notes  of  the  series  102  with  a 7.50  percent  coupon,  2 
basis  points  lower  than  the  7.52%  coupon  of  the  former 
series.  (Bloomberg) 


Korean  envoy:  Trade  will  stay  stable 
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By  WHAGLBERT 

Israel  should  not  be  overly  con- 
cerned about  the  effects  of  the 
economic  crisis  in  South  Korea, 
according  to  South  Korean 
Ambassador  Eui  Yong  Chung. 

• “The  fears  are  unjustified,"  he 
said.  “Most  of  Israel's  exports  to 
South  Korea  are  in  electronic 
components  which  are  used  to 
make  finished  products  and 
exported  to  third  countries." 
“Moreover,  Israeli  parts  are 
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much  higher  quality  than  Korean 
parts,  so  Israeli  exporters  don’t 
have  to  worry  about  a drop  in 
their  demand,"  he  was  quoted  as 
saying  in  a meeting  last  week 
with  Israel  Export  Institute  direc- 
tor Amir  Hayek  and  industrialists, 
including  representatives  from 
-Tadiran  Telecommunications, 
Israel  Aircraft  Industries,  and 
Orbotech. 

However,  Chung  said  there 
would  be  some  decline  in  exports 
of  consumer  products  to  South 
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Korea,  due  to  the  devaluation  of 
the  won,  and  a subsequent  drop  in 
the  standard  of  living. 

Hayek  told  Chung  that  Israeli 
manufacturers  are  also  concerned 
about  competing  against  cheaper 
Asian  products. 

But  Chung  said  the  drop  in 
prices  of  Korean  materials  would 
benefit  Israeli  industiy. 
Moreover,  he  said,  Israel  and 
Korea  do  not  compete  in  the  same 
products  in  the  world  market. 
Korea’s  main  exports  are  in  vehi- 
cles and  electronic  equipment. 

Regarding  bilateral  ties,  Chung 
said  that  as  a result  of  the  success 
of  the  economic  cooperation 
agreement  between  the  countries, 
discussions  are  now  being  held 
on  establishing  a joint  R&D  fund. 
Chung  noted  that  the  drop  in  real 
estate  prices  and  the  value  of 
companies  in  South  Korea  pre- 
sents new  opportunities  for 
Israeli  ventures  in  his  country. 

Israel's  exports  to  South  Korea 
amount  to  20  percent  of  its  sales 
to  the  Far  East,  according  to 
Chung. 


holding  in  the  supermarket  chain  for  NTS' 
11.9  per  share. 

If  the  division  of  Super-Sol  shares  doesn’t 
get  all  the  necessary  approvals.  Discount 
will  purchase  Delek's  holding  in  the  retailer 
for  NIS  1 1 .9  per  share.  Discount  and  affili- 
ate PEC  Israel  Economic  Corp.  hold  31%  of 
Super-Sol,  while  Delek  has  about  13%  of 
the  supermarket  chain. 

If  Tshuva  decides  to  sell  his  holdings  in 
Delek  to  IDB,  Bank  Hapoalim  will  receive  a 
certain  amount  according  to  an  agreement 
which  was  signed  following  the  sale  of  the 
Bank's  holdings  in  Delek. 


Seoul 

to  ease  laws 
on  N.  Korea 
relations 


South  Korea  said  yesterday  it 
would  scrap  as  many  laws  restrict- 
ing exchanges  with  communist 
North  Korea  as  possible. 

The  Korean  Broadcasting 
System  (KBS)  quoted  Unification 
Minister  Kang  In-duk  as  telling  a 
KBS  television  talk  show  his: 
ministry  would  take  an  aggress 
sive  approach  towards  easing 
relations  with  the  reclusive 
Stalinist  North. 

Kang  also  said  he  would  do  his 
utmost  to  solve  the  problems  of 
family  members  separated  since 
the  1950-53  Korean  war. 

He  said  the  government  would 
allow  South  Koreans  to  receive 
North  Korean  broadcasts  as  soon 
as  technical  problems  are  solved, 
including  difference  in  broadcast- 
ing methods. 

President  Kim  Dae-jung  said  in 
his  inaugural  speech  on.  February 
25  his  country  would  “actively 
pursue  reconciliation  and  coopera- 
tion with  the  North  beginning  with 
those  areas  which  can  be  made 
available  to  us." 

Four-way  talks  between  the  two 
Kmeas,  the  US,  and  China  are  due 
to  resume  in  Geneva  on  March  1-6 
to  seek  ways  to  establish  a perma- 
nent peace  agreement  on  the 
peninsula. 

Technically  South  and  North 
Korea  are  still  at  war,  and  heavily 
aimed  troops  mass  on  each  side  of 
die  Demilitarized  Zone,  a buffer 
zone  bisecting  the  two. 

Meanwhile,  a political  crisis  in 
South  Korea  looked  set  to  deepen 
with  the  announcement  that  inves- 
tigators would  question  intelli- 
gence agency  staff  over  a smear 
campaign  against  the  president 
before  last  year's  election. 

President  Kim's  party  also 
announced  that  it  had  set  an  early 
date  for  a parliamentary  hearing 
into  the  economic  crisis. 

State  Korean  Broadcasting 
System  radio  reported  that  senior 
officials  at  the  Agency  for 
National  Security  Planning  are 
expected  to  be  questioned  in  con- 
nection with  the  smear  case. 

A senior  prosecutor  said  last 
week  that  an  official  at  the  intelli- 
gence agency,  identified  only  by 
his  surname,  Lee,  had  said  he  met 
US-based  businessman  Yun  Hong- 
jun  to  enlist  Yun's  help  in  spread- 
ing rumors  about  Kim  Dae-jung. 

Yun,  a South  Korean  business- 
man, told  reporters  a week  before 
the  December  18  election  that 
Kim  Dae-jung  may  have  received 
election  funds  from  North  Korean 
leader  Kim  Jong-il. 

President  Kim,  a veteran  opposi- 
tion leader  and  pro-democracy 
campaigner,  has  frequently  been 
smeared  by  political  opponents  as 
a communist  sympathizer  who  is 
“soft"  on  North  Korea.  Kim  has 
denied  the  allegations.  (Reuters) 


For  current  Information  1 
on  securities  In  Israel 
and  the  US.  Inducting 
high-yielding  Corporate 
and  U.S.  Government  backed  I 
Bonds,  call: 


MEYERSON 

& CO.,  INC.  FMifafie 

A Publidy  Traded  Company 

NASDAQ  Symbol:  MHMY 

Brokers  and  Dealers  in  Securities 
Underwriters 

525  Washington  BJvtL  34th  Roof 
TO.Box2fi& 

Jersey  City,  NJ  07303-0266, 


Jeffrey  E,  Meyersou,  VP. 

Internationa  Bankmg  Division 
1-261-4S9-95U 
Fat- 1*201-459-9499 


Eric  J.  Logan,  VJ*. 
National  Sales  Manager 
1-201-459-9500  * 1-800^888-8118 
Faxt  1-201-459-9510 
•www -mhmryersan.  com 
and  follow  bat  years  instructions 

Our  spatially  trained  sales  personnel 

wifl  be  available  to  dlsaasyoar 
k. imestineni  needs  ^ 


• .4**-  - 


KMaacwaatscBaMECch^J 


Africa  hows — 

Alnca  brae)  0. 1 
Alro  Israel  i ~ 
*S» 


AT  Paper  Mils 

AWtar 

Azonm 

Azonm  Prep.  

Bank  Leurn  0.1 

Bam 


360 

?400D 

ZMOOO 

n«so 

3-eo 

13160 

2750 

3080 

-TOO 


dal  Benoncs 

OaJtndustaes 

• Ctal  Insurance  

- Cbl  Israel  1 

( Cy  Trade 

. Dan  totals 

Dartww 

. Dartrai  _ 

. Oead  Sea  Works  0.1  _ 

. OeteKO.i  _ 

Delek  Car 

Daratopnuffi  Mai 

Dbcuurt  Bar* 

DtSCOlW  m*L 

BbM  0.003 

Ebt  imaging 

BbAsrann 

S»  — — 

Bco  Industries 

Berta 

Bectra  Ajp 

Ettolnd  1 

9tolnd.5 

Bran  D.003  

RBI  5 — 

Rrfl  W1 1 — 

FVs  Infl  5 

Rrsa  Inn  Mart 

SSSb**— - 

Grand  Hacarmel 

Hadarkn  Prop 

tom-Lei 

topoalmO.l 

Hselkfchmai  i 

%rd  tfsnmar  5 

I.D.B.  Dew  — 

I.CLB.  Hikings 

ILDC — 

IHEtts 

Israel  OKmlcats  

ferae!  C«p.  J 

bray 

Jatara 

JCr 

Jtt 

Kkan— 

Knatam 

hear 

Leader  

Laumf  Insurance 

Leum  Mortgage 

Uraz  — — 

Makfiratan 

toman 

,totra 

Mahadrai  

Met  Eden 

Mrtssaron  — 

, 1 Memahhs.1  

• ' Manor 

i ' MsNran — - 

, 1 Urnli  Irw 

NATSVA  REQJLAR  — 
, ' Nee  Systems  ‘ 

;:gs,T= 

I Onnd  MutM 

j Qsem  Inrksbtes 

i hsrodwracat 

• < ftwnlra.  1 

, ftntmlnv 

' , Props  Bldg 

SaUIndusfries  — 

SatelBone 

Supers* 

Tartan  _ 

. Tambour — 

, DrtataL 

• Tempo 

Tew 

Urdu 

WkvandCttfes 

YkogMoinee 


2B30 

— mm 

220600 

376 

3450 

3010 


1830 

3500 

1002 

1475 

330 

1780 

741 

961 

13630 

614 

... 36000 


K>30 

1330 

2460 

4580 

2150 

4820 

157S0 

1680 

1910 

10790 

5730 

66700 

50300 

243700 

52800 

11680 

11000 


3250 

15820 

7890 

7570 

2090 

651 


Ps:  171 'a' L> ifiiC  A 'ri I jT'A1  L i I Z-A-T/lONj 


Adsna 

Adunwi 

Afta  HoMa  Bond  B 

Africa  HoKts  Warrant  2 

Africa  Hotels  Warrant  3 

Africa  brad  Hotels  Bond  A— 
Abakbd 

Agis  Warrant  3 

Agtt  Warrant  4 

AgbhHl 

Agrifrwttwrts' 

TU-Befi  BgwJ  A 

A*«e2  

Mm« 

Aflwwfr  

Affiance 

Atari 

. Atony-HeO 

. • Atany+teft  Bond  A. 

"Alrod 

Afrod Warrant  I 

Afrw Bond  □ 

• AkwWanarmS  

. ■ A**™ 

■ Mini 

• Anger 

• Amtoc 

Ammafl  Warrant  I 

. Amnal  - 

. Ampa frwestmeitfs  ... 

.Analyst  SB 

.Angel  Trade 

Angel  Itada  Bond  A 

.Angel Trade  Bond B 

• Angal  Trade  Bond  C 

'Angel  tade  Warrant  2 

•Apcon 

• Apeon  1 

'Anffcom 

AracrtWanaiH? 

Arad  ■ 

Arad  Tow* 

Arawn  ......  . — 

Arazmi  Bond  i 

Andaman 

Arman  — . 



Asfioefcm  Kywiod 

AsMetan  Ptywod  Bond  1 — 
AsWcSon  Plywood  Bond  2 _ 

AsMad 

AsMad  Bond  A__ 

As hot  — — 

Ashot  Bond  A _____ 

Ashpera — - 

AsWrom  Bowl  1 — 

Ashfrora  Bond  2 

Ashbomlnd. 

AsAfrom  Prop.  _____ — 

AsfromPBwd  l 


Astrom  p warrant  a 
Astram  Bond  C 


Astrum  W3rrem2  _ 

Aflon 

Atmor 

ATX 

ATXBoraM  - 

Atzmon 

Aua 

Ararat 

Ararat  Bond  A 

Amtwcft  Fonwca  — 


TWvBandt 

Am  Bond  2 — 

Aansr 

Ayrat  Bond  2 

Aural  Warrant  2 _ 

Ayaton 

Aundh 

Atom  ftopentes  Bond  3 

Azorttn  Wmrenr  A 

Azortm  Warrant  B 

Bartatfi  Bond  i — __ 

Baiffl 

Batemnel 

BatenUne  Bond  A 

Bafenfrne  Warrant  2 

Befron  

Bama’asal 

BatnafesalBondA  — — 

Bar 

Bar  Bond  A 

Band 

BaranowC  .. 

Baranowfe  Bond  I 

Barkan 

Bared  ________ 


BaundMoshe 

BaySide  Bond  2 

BnSHewmanD 

Bert  Shemesh 

Brtnon  

Ben 'Star  Bond  A 

Ben  War  Bond  B 

BenYUrtQat- 

Ben  War  Warrant  2 

Berman  

EHu 

Blu  Bond  A 

Bfrar — - 

Bri 

BdosBordB 

bote  ad  ettrant  t __ 

BondTictew  

Ppnjflur  — 


uisq  - 
Boukius  Bramers  Bond  i 
GD  - . . — 

Bodous  GO  Bond  A 

Brands 

aa  ________ 

Brdt  Sob — — 

Brash 

BuMngBenh 

Btttngfteson 

CHrtSna 

C KoUngs  Bond  5 

C HtUdnas  Warrant  3 _ 

Caesarea  1 

Cadet 

Capa 

Capita!  Bard  A 

CapCe 

tergal  

Cdrmd 

Cards! 

Carte — — 

Cmdena  i 

cm 

CemmtcaJ 

Cube — 

Centra  Bond  f 

Cram 

Chayun  Computers 


.420 

1285 

B5l5 

72 

36.1 

1215 

21» 

3235 

.699 

108 

38 

4803 

3180 


Dwn-%  

QSySbne  — 


Os)  Computer  Warrant  3 
Oat  COnvuws  — _ — 
Qal  Inarstries  Bond  — , 

□at  Israel  5 

Ctai  Hated 

Cohen  Sent 

Cohen  Den 

CoftmilM 

Cold  Storage  1 

CddStaaieS 

Cdd  Storage  and  Supd) 

Comp - 

CompWarranM 


CtxnruBa  ..  n—..  . _ 
Comkecn 


IIU 

J 523 

689 

541 

542 

.622 

w; 

...T-l 206 

788 

1015 

127 J 

495 

117 

405 

485 

" 261 

206 

\ 60 

10400 

200 

472 

58099 

ISO 

359 

195.5 

. 1600 

8590 

I Bond  1 .248 

..206 

105 

1955 


Comfrans 

Comal 

Comaaws 

Coral  Beach 

CradiLme- 

CndUmBMA 

Cyclone  1 

Cyclone  Bond  1 

Cybcne  Bond  2 . — — _ 
Dan on  .— 

Dalen  Bondi 


1031 

19 

325 

2020 

241 

145 

1588 


Data 

DanReraAter 

Du  Rent-A-Car  Bond  A 

Dartel 

DartoarS 

QanlMr  Band  A_, 

DadMi  Ftestxras 

Darter  Resowces  Bond  B _ 

Darter  Tech.  

Darter  ftdndogies  Bond  A 

Dand 

Dane!  Bond  A 

Denelftnonnd 

Dsnel  warrant  2 

Danknw  Bondi 

Dadmer  Bond2 

Dartmet  Bond  3 

Darimer  Wanant  C 

Danknar  Warrant  0 ... 

Dantf 

Dared 

DAR8AN  BOND2 

Oaifien  Bond  A 

DARBANW2 

Dar  ton  Warrant  3 

Dane — 

Darien — — - 

Dartmestment 

Data 

Decision  Systems  — 


Detail  Oi 

Orta) 

Drta  3 

Digel  ' 

Dnmi 

DscourtOI 

Dotov — — 

Dotev  Bond  A 

Dctav  «grrenl  I — 

Damcar — 

DtmvarBond  — — 

Dor  Chen 

Dorcwi 

Dona 

Port  cl-  — 

Don  Engneemg 

DonEraneeringBondA  _ 

DenratStniA 

DooratSdem 

0owatShremWanant3  — 

DSL 

DubekM 

DutekS 

[X gvtz  

OVGlndusfrw  

E8MConrtdng_ 

Edgir  Atera— 

Edgar  tadustrw 

Edgar  In*.  Bond  C 

Edga  kw.  Warrant  4 


Edgar  Iny.Wanant  5 

Eft»  Bond  A 


Eft*  Bond  A 

6i* 

Edam _____ 

8 Bad 

0 Carat 

0 Cm  Bond  1 _ — __ 

Elad 

Bad  Bond  A 

Bad  Bond  B 

Badc3 

EhdwS  

ESd  CotnpJtere  BaW  B . 


BUI  Ooniutos  Mvrara  2. 
BdanTeS. — 


BdanTecn. 

Becfrontcs  Uie 


SbBontfA 

Bran 

aon  Warrant  2 

ErnOt 

Emyte 

Engel  Const 


Ested  Atatoch 


Bgrthra 


Fddman 

FeWiron  Bond  A — 

FekfriwilML 

FeUmu  Warrant  3 — 


FeuchbwingeM 9770 

Feucttmnger  5 48600 

Hdeta 2932 

RmJJwmtaa 293 

RaeJJewtareBond?  1225 

Forraka  Source ..189 

Rutaran  34i 

GafbtaL 16326 

Gafcora 213 

Gaku 1231 

Gama  ... . — 223 

Gamatranc  592 

Gante 1327 

GanShmoeBundA  965 

GanStmoaNVanants 237 

Gan  SJmiel 94i 

Garw  Nadar.. J33 

Gap  Devetcpraent 1205 

Gap  htottrigs 288 

GapWWrant2 192 

Gurt 698 


GazS  Band  B — 
GiOtBcndC  _ 
Gaol  Warrant  4 
GterBmdl  _ 
iSbor  Bond  A _ 
<Hwr  SHbnna  ._ 


^w^ra«2 755 

Otna  — — ......  -131 

G*o 130 

0*1* 1400 

GwotOtanOI 110 

Gtab  m 821 

Golan 610 

Gold 506 

Gotten  Houn  — 3Si 

Golden  House  Bondi 237 

Gates 160 

Grarat  Bond 140 

Gram!  Bond  2 1375 

Green  SoBware 230 

GreertMfg 786 

H.  Beetroots  ..  ..  65 

Kite '009 

Hatos  _ ■ ■ 3105 

Hates  Bondi -W5 

Kac&r  1 -2&W7 

Hater  5 —84865 

Hadar  Ins.  I 702 


— 755 

131 

130 

1400 

110 

821 

610 

506 

351 

237 

160 

140 

1375 


Hatter  tts.5 

Hattedm  Bondi-  - 
Hadarira  Warrant  i 

Hagai 

Hagai  Bond  B — 

Hamator — 

Hanoi 


3130 

I'ti 

1150 


Haiti  Bond  A 410 

Haste  Estl 632 


Hason 

Harmon 

Hare  hot  Bond  A 
Hed  An!  Musk  . 


Wren  5 — 

H.  Sente  Bond  2 . 
HI  Service  Bond  3. 

HL  Services 

Hod 

Hoi 

ton 


1135 

1595 

584 

100 


lESlndteHes 584 

IES  warrant  I 100 

■an  Gal 186 

Ran  Get  Bond  A _ 141 

ltDCBond6 260 

ILDC  Hotels — — 333 

HOC  Hnets  BOndl  182 

B.DC  Hotels  Wamw2 865 

iLDCUBteuca  338 

ILDC  bowance  Bond  A 131 

Imco 1373 

l nd  Bid  Warrant  3 685 

ireJBdgsRi 44 

IntLDatBartt  C 282 

lndJ}w5ankCC 2640 

hdD«Bar*CCl SSOi 

bKU)e«Sai*  Prel 1696 

bxJependew  Mori 92778 

Intareooiaa  — — —820 

tetareonuna  I . 3674 

taa»gan»ra5 i55ib 

teal -1O0 

[Urn  — — 3W6 

laacoter  .■■■■  —.635 


LAST 

Israel  Corp.5 105000 

Israel  Ughteoan  Bond  3 *3« 

Israel  Wia&CaU»  Bond  C 177 


WSom  

IsraSom  Bond  B 

teatom  Bond  C _ 
loatatn  Warrant  3 .. 

Isramtn 

bras  1 

bras5 

brasBandA 

ISTA  LINES 

tetn  Bond  a 

Jaysoa. 


Jaysow  Band  A - . 
^C  Bond  9 


.EC  Bond  9 _. 
J£C warrants . 
Jerusatam  Mart 


Jerusalem  Mortgage  Bond  16  _1635 


Jeuiesse 302 

JOEL 1105 

JOB.  Bond  IA 526 

JDEL  Bond.1? 121 

JOELBondA 227 

JOEL  Wanara3 17 

Katfrtori. 183 

Kattauri 759 

kateca  bortt  b 895 

iafriee  warrant  1 102 

KaM 1173 

KaStaHBontl  A 94 

KakaHwanant2 — — 305 

K&mtw — 545 

NancwBondG 130-5 

Kama*  warrant  H 0 

Kamsept 1039 

KanalwuantG il 

Kami 245 

Karocd  Bond  A — 45 

Kartten  1 «0 

KvtianS 1870 

Katz 126 

Katz  Bend  A 64 

Kedem  Cheniers 3930 

KedemCtomcafcBond2  226 

Kent* 357 

Kesher  774 

KesherBantlA 146 

Keler — 681 

KM 185 

Kind  Bond  A 353 

King  380 

Kmerei 1755 

MschiOnji 1815 

Kistrei  Tdufe — 940 

Krtel 529 

Ktel  Bond  A -1585 

KUbI  Bond  A 1175 

Vital  Warrant  1 64 


KBted.5 7738 

Keor  Bond  5 149.7 

Kopel 213 

Kopel  Bondi 232 

lit  Nafconate  Bond  A-  1375 

U Nrtanate  Prat  74 

lacmn «469 

Lament  M< 

I JpHnl  DH  kfnwi  - 9 

Lapu&tOI  Explorers 75 

Lasers 400 

Lartav  tup 

UmMtBWg 500 

Lam*  Comm  Cfrs 157 

Lainick  Commeroal  Centres  Ban  1225 

Lam*  ind  Bldgs 327 

Uunrt  IntestnaJ  Sdgs.  Bond  _1395 

Leader WarraMB  120 

Lego  471 

Leu  mi  Mortgage  Bond  154  _0 

Leurn  R4 515 

Leverdhal 337 

Levi 698 

Led  Band  A 136 

Levi  Bore!  B ..  . . 875 

Lew  warn*  2 93 

lewnsteteBondA 805 

Levtasten  Warrant  2 _3S7 

Levinstein  S2A 

UMt 437 

Udan 1321 

Lrtsbr  1 211 

UUw5 705 

Load 750 

Ljgal  Bond  1 — 153 

Uuhtaage  1 468 


LfekiBorQA 

Lvaz  Bond  A - 

Lodsi 

Lodzra  i — 

Intrra  d 

LdU  Gall 

LuM  GaS  Bond  1 

Lumir 

kfa'arw 

Ma'aw  Bond  A 

Maabarat  

Macpel 

Uacpcfl  Bond  A 

Macpel  BmdB 

Macpel  Bond  C 

Macpel  warrant  3 


M igam 

Mate™  Bond  A 

MagamBondB 

Magav 

Magm  Warrant  1 

Stegma— — — 

Magma  Warrant  l — — 

Magorl 

Magor  5 

MagorhUgs-BondB— 
Magor  Wdgs.  Warrant  2 . 
j&gjrNdgs.  warrant  A 

Mate!  Bond  A — ZZTTI 
Mai 


frWu5 

MAW  Bond  B- 


MuBmdA 
Manorr 


Marathon  insured  — 

Merio  Lszndt  Consfr.  Bond  i 
Muo  tearttk  Consfr.  Bond  2 

Marikne  Bank 

MarAme  Sank  StmdA 

Marikme  Bank  Bond  8 

Martime  Bank  Wanan(6_— 


MashUr 338 

Mashov 474 

Mashov  105 

Mashov  MarteSng  Warrant  1 4 

Mataffl— — 1325 

MatavWprant  1 — 336 

Maximal 1050 

Maxima  5 ——4256 


MeaHrtgb 945 

MeJtechnica 930 

Metfiedncs  Bond  A 132 

Mettendnica  Bond  B 805 

MotStechnica  Warrant  2 242 

MeatadniaWteranO A2 

Matfcnanean  totals  Band  A 125 

Megsson 57 S 


Megssorr 575 

MSad 460 

Mar  Ezra 2430 

Mrt  Ezra  Bond  B . — „J38 

Mdel 440 

Metesson  Bored  B 4) 

Mebsaran  Bond  8 89 

Maissaran  Warrant  3 54 

Mendetew 25B 

Menofim 675 

Uenorahlns.5 6280 

MercazC 680 

Mercazit  Warrant  2 80 

Merhev 1825 

Mayttwt 464 

MtUa  EaslTute 371 

Md9e  East  Tote  Bond  A 107 

Wdtle  East  Tii»  Warrant  2 X 

kttrnor  Bond  A 150 

Moms  Bond  B 83 

UBomar  Warrant  2 275 

Mfansar 1245 

Mri  Une.. 497 

Mfrrtv : 14256 

Urate 234 

Mfrage  Bond  A 132 

Mraga'torranl  1 — — 45 

Mroml .60 

Ushnaai  19 

MWaaelBord  B 58 

Msho>Bcnd2 1425 

MShor  totol 368 

Merare  — 1245 

Mhrtacti  Shan* 2880 

MvtadrShanw ,1009 

Ml  Engheering 176 

MU  Engneerirg  Bond  A 118 

Ml  Engineering  WUUt  2 0 

Modal 718 


Oceana  

Ocrf  Bond  A — 
OcK  BandS— 
Octf  Bond  C— 
Oral  Warrant  2 

Octova 

Owt 

OlerBro  — 
OOs 


-m  *^3  / 


Motet 196.1 

Motet  ComertUe  Bond  AAA 262 

Mated 799 

More  Pfartc  tad. — 317 

MosMbmiz 188 

MortkMftzWananzZ 0 

Mil  Computers 424 

Mra-TLtST 1002 

Mia  Sentar 308 

KacMur  Fund —50 

KapKha 462 

NATSVABOhOA 993 

Nangaferr 296 

Nangator  Pirawrly  48i 

Nedaarsn  Bond  B -78 

Nedwstaan  Prop. IBS 

NedaBhtan  Properties  Bond  A -1295 

Nectarstm  Warrant  1 27.7 

Neg8v  Ceramics  207 

Neteersani 7B9 

NetaotauS 3860 

NeotAMv 7586 

Heaua 510 

KaraAdxl  — — 96 

Nevtan  Hotels 421 

Newit 793 

Ms 288 

Mom 1192 

Kara 1741 

Mssan 23i 

MIC 398 

Noga 1819 

Ngga  tasoren -84 

N^n  114 

NtsdanTedv —374 

Not* 680 

Nortofit  Bond  A -143 

Nur 63 

NYP 985 


.176 

1775 

89 

1080 


CHANCE* 

09 

0 

•1.7 

0 

0 

a 

5 

28 

72 

•03 

0 

0 

0 

05 

0 

15 

0 

0 

0 

a 

25 

0 

0 

04 
0 
0 

-15 

a 

0 

2 

12 

4.9 

0 

0 

0 

07 

-7.1 

95 

0 

33 

25 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

-1 

0 

0 

a 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

42 

0 

0 

-95 

0 

1 

05 
0 

-8.1 

0 

-S 

0 

0 

0.7 

13 

-05 

0 

a 

0 

a 

-04 

13 

-04 

0 

193 

0 

0 

■04 

0.6 

0 

05 

0 

0 

74 

0 

0 

13 

•03 

0 

•2.1 

0 

-15 

•05 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

a 

0 

35 

■48 

03 
0 
10 
•04 
0 

0 

85 

Q 

0 

-03 

0 

0 

0 

105 

0 

0 . . 

1 
0 
0 
0 
0 

-1.4 

-49 

•04 

01 

-05 

a 

o 

-05 

0 

-04 

0 

a 

25 

05 
15 
0 
0 

-02 

06 
0 
0 

-23 

45 

0 

0 

04 
0 
27 
D 

0 

53 

2.4 
-04 
0 

0 

-12 

a 

-2 

0 

0 

5.4 

0 

a 

■8.1 

-04 

0 

-13 

0 

a 

0 

-35 

39 

0 

0 

0 

a 

0 

09 

-04 

0 

0 

0 

0 

04 

0 

0 

1 
1 

to 

0 

0 

0 

-8.7 

1.7 
0 
0 
0 

-13 

0 

0 

23 

0 

0 

25 

a 

-10 

0 

0 

-04 

13 

-1.1 

0 

-04 

01 

0 

-13 

0 

-08 

-1 

-2.1 

0 

32 

0 

1 

0 

0 

a 

o 

o 

a 

o 

04 

o 

a 

4.7 
0 
0 
0 
74 
-02 
a 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Olftcfcta  

OW-Dofc  ■■  ■■  — — 



Unrttscn — — — 

Opt* 


OazsBcodA 

Orb 

Orta  Bondi 

Ckey 

8S-JZZ. 

OrBeBondA 

Orte  Warrant  2 

Orraa  tedusfrtes  Bond  D 

Ormat  hdurttes  Warrant  5 

Ota) 

OOTHashtai  . 

Oz 

Oz  aide 

Packer  5eei 



Hama  

Rmas—  ...  , 

Pan  Dor 

Partes 

Partes  Bond  A 


Paz  Chan 

PCTWaranlT^ZII 
Pdu  inostment 


Rnentxins.5 

PtarPtas: 

Ptaros 

Wraps  Bond  A. 

P9W 

Plasm  bond  a — . 

flason  sonant  1 

Ptoaon  

RartrSac — 

Pbsto  Shat*  Bond  A 

Rasta  Shack  Warrant  2 

Rasta  Short  Htenant  3 — 

ftxaflm  tat  Bond  B - 

Patera  to*  warrant  3 

PoUm  tamstnonts  Bond  A_ 

AM  ol  Sale 

Patak 

FttgatA 

POgslBi  

P^BtrtB 

Poraz 

ftjrazWanartl  . 

ten 


PriHoernak 

Pn  Haeraek  Bond  A. 


RamZur  — _ 
tomgori  — 

SF±= 

Rats*  Band  A 
Ftassco 


Ratz 

RatzBundA 

RsvCar 

RavaO 

RDC 

ROC  Bond  A — 
Rod  Sea  Hotels. 

Ftegency 

Ftegucy  Bondi 


Reshef 

Reahel  Bond  B_ 
riSChert  


togtwin — — 

Rogozin  Bond  A _ 
RogooiMterantB. 

Rwraert 

toaetud.. 


Roten 

Ftotertrti 

Rotshtaki  Bond  A 

flSL 

Sadat  Mop  Bond  A 

Sahra  Bonds 

Sah*  De«. 

Sahar  Seeuifes — 

SaharSeturifes  Warrant  1 

Sahar  Wmrarff 

Sahar  aairam  2 

Saiacol 

Suol  — 

Sano5 

Scope  — — 

Scope  BondA 

Scope  Wtenartv 

See  Trade — 

Saoom 

Seortts 

Secrete  BondA — 

Sefen 

Seraicn — — 

*** 

Shamr  - * . 

SM 

QW-tWj 

Shekel  Bond  A 

Sheksm 

SMom  Barton  Bond  4 

Shekem  Bondi 

ShekamWaranl  

|gSte~r — 1= 

Sterner 

Stamen  BondA 

SMaW 

Shtomo  Angal  

i=s== 

Sirin 

StmwBondA 

ttf= 

ShJan*  

gviar*  BondA 

Steal  BondA  . Z 

Sotei  Bonn  Bortt  A 

So*  BoneRI 


Solomon  

sdoreon  bond  a 

Soloraon  Hddngs 

suiremn  MtTUf ? ...._ 
South  P^* 


STG  Band  A — 

Sunfrrat 

Sreiy  Bectnrreca  . 

wnopsc  Dona  a . 


Wal 

Tabhol  Bonds 

Tachol  Warrant  3 

Tat2*  

Tad/anAppI  

Takam 

Tal 

Tal  Bond  A 

TAP  Bend  1 

Tasfta  btatt  a 

TasMoz  narrant  2 

Tasrtuz 

Tasttuz  Band  A 

Tashku  BondB 

Tashluz  Pttai  

Tashluz  Warrant  2 

Testa  ol  Israel 

TAJ  1 

TAT  5 

TAJ  BondA 



Taya  Cam.  1 — 

Team  Compaas 

Tertnoptast 

TechnqSaat  Warart  2 

TaduBondA  .■■■■— 

TadsaPratranl  I 

Tetan 

Ttador 

Telsfc  

■fate  warrant  i 

Tens  — 


Teuza  tesrePd 225 

TtenVM 1965 

TmWtaiadS 848 

Trv 426 

TMJ 84 

Tobtas 1816 

Tom 1161 

Topine 439 

Toplne  Bond  2 M95 

Topper 373 

Topp»Bcnd  1 635 

Topper  Warm*  2 12 

TosaJ  CWlpowrcb 340 

Tkade 305 

TOda  Bond  A 1908 

Hand  Une  — 929 

TrocEdero 72 

Trytfltri 553 

Tsater  1185 

Tsarte*  587 

Tsartafi  BondA 14S5 

Tsur  1845 

Tac  BondA 242 

Th*  BondB 1075 

TsreBondC 90 

Tare  Preferred 159 

TUtanaier — 1201 

Tzmieha 919 

Tzotaha  Bond  A 1895 

URSd 82 

Ltefcrei 947 

U**5 1816 

Unto- 3584 

Ufcumi 805 

Uncom  Bondi 221 

UnttUSB 758 

United  SMI J78 

Ureted  Steal  I ndustnes  Bond  1 1S2 

Unhmol 418 
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TASE  rises  led  by  Koor 
after  Claridge  boosts  stake 

. Jar-ire  in  the 


Israeli  stocks  rose,  led  by  Koor 
Industries.  Israel's  largest  industri- 
al company,  after  controlling 
shareholder  Claridge  Israel  boost- 
ed its  stake  last  week. 

Koor  advanced  3.5  percent  to 
NIS  418,  pulling  up  the  Maof 
Index  of  the  25  largest  companies 
by  market  value  2.14%,  to  299.23. 

At  the  end  of  last  week,  Claridge 
Israel  raised  its  holding  in  Koor  by 
1 % to  27.6%,  said  Jonathan 
Kolber,  chief  executive  of 
Claridge  Israel. 

“Koor  has  also  decided  to  move 
more  aggressively  to  divest  itself 
of  smaller  holdings,*1  as  part  of  a 
“fundamental  shift  in  strategy,” 
Kolber  said. 

The  primary  focus  of  Koor’s 
operations  will  be  telecommunica- 
tions equipment,  agrichemicals 
and  electronics  after  getting  rid  of 
interests  in  building  materials. 
Two  weeks  ago,  Koor  acquired  a 
stake  in  ECI  Telecommunications, 


STOCKS 


Maof 299.23  ▼.  2.14% 


a maker  of  telecommunications 
network  equipment  and  sold  a 
23%  holding  in  the  building  mate- 
rials group,  Mashav,  to  Clal  IsraeL 

ClaL,  an  industrial  holding  com- 
pany, gained  4.5%  to  1 .082 
shekels. 

Indexes  also  got  a boost  from 
state-run  telephone  company 
Bezeq,  which  gained  1 .7%  to  NIS 
8.76,  after  a public  share  sale  had 
9.7  times  excess  demand  and 
closed  at  3%  above  the  minimum 
offer. 


“It's  a sign  there  is  desire  in  the 
market  to  boy  blue-chip  stocks," 
said  Avi  Meir,  an  investment  man- 
ager at  Israel  General  Bank. 

Bezeq  Chairman  Izzy  Tapoohi 
said  the  company  plans  to  use  part 
of  the  proceeds  to  finance  an  reor- 
ganization plan  under  which 
Bezeq  will  dismiss  1,800  workers 
and  close  eight  of  26  customer 
service  centers. 

Delek  Israel  Fuel  Corp.  rose  3% 
to  NIS  136.3  and  Discount 
Investment  gained  4%  to  NIS 
89.3. 


Discount  Investment  Corp.  and 
real  estate  investor  Yitzhak  Tsbuva 
announced  that  they  agreed  to 
jointly  manage  Delek  until 
January  31.  1999.  They  also 
agreed  to  distribute  a cash  divi- 
dend to  investors  in  the  gasoline 
station  operator  and  car  importer. 

The  Tel  Aviv-1 00  Index  gained 
1.79%  to  NIS  288.72. 

(Bloomberg) 


Halifax  may  bid  $1.3b.  for  Midshires 


Halifax  Pic  said  it  is  in  talks  with 
Birmingham  Midshires  Building 
Society  over  a bid  of  as  much  as 
£800  million  ($1.3  billion)  that 
would  tramp  an  earlier  agreed  offer 
from  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland  Pic. 

Halifax  Chairman  Jon  Foulds 
personally  approached  the  mort- 
gage lender’s  chairman  John 
Leighfieid  with  the  offer,  which 
could  be  as  much  as  23  percent 
higher  than  Royal  Bank's  £630m. 
pounds,  a spokeswoman  said. 

“Our  approach  would  mean  sig- 
nificantly better  value  for 
Midshires’  members,"  said  the 
spokeswoman,  Alison  Roberts. 

“■We  would  like  to  discuss  the 
proposition  in  a friendly  way,” 


Tel  Aviv  shares  data  supplied 
by  Pacific  Mediterranean 
Investments,  Tel.  09-958-5873. 
All  other  data  supplied  by 
CommstockTVading  Ltd.,  Tel. 
02-624-4963.  Due  to  technical 
failures  data  may  be 
inaccurate.  The  Jerusalem 
Post  will  not  be  held 
responsible  for  the 
consequences  of  any 
transaction  made  on  the 
•basis  of  these  data.  - — *. 
Readers  who  wish  to  report 
missing  or  misquoted  data 
should  do  so  on  postcards 
only,  addressed  to 
Jerusalem  Post  Business 
Desk,  P.O.B.  81,  Jerusalem 
91000 


padfic  Mediterranean  ra|g||f 
Capital  Markets  Group  jMflifiB 

• Stock  broking 

• Equity  research 

• Money  management 

• Corporate  finance 

TeL  : 972-9-9585877 

Telefax  : 972-9-9585896 

E-Mail  : metras@trendLme.co.il 

Contact  : Elan  Levi 


GENERAL  ASSISTANCE 


Monday,  March  9 

EMERGENCY 

PHARMACIES 


Jerusalem:  Arnona.  9 Let)  Vfefle,  673- 
1901;  Balsam,  SaJah  e-CNn,  627-2315; 
Shuafat,  Shuafal  Road,  581-0108;  Dar 
Akjawa,  Herod’s  Gale,  628-2058. 

Tel  Avtv:  Jabotinsky.  125  Ibn  G viral. 
646-2040;  Superpharm  Gimel,  1 
Ahimetr.  Ramat  Aviv  Gimel,  641-7117. 
Tffl  1 am.  Tuesday:  Jabotinsky,  125  Ibn 
Gvirol.  546-2040.  Till  midnight 
Superpharm  Ramat  Aviv,  40  Einstein, 
641-3730;  Superpharm  London 
Ministore,  4 Shan!  Hamelech.  696- 
0115. 

Ra’anana-Kfar  Sava:  Margalit  mall, 
Jabotinsky,  Hod  Hasharon,  740-8681. 
Netanya:  Geva,  14  Sha’er  Hagai,  882- 
2695. 

Haifa:  Hadas.  53  Ho  rev,  826-2673. 
Krayot  area:  Kupai  Hoiim  Clattt 
Zevutun,  192  De  recti  Akto,  Kiryat  Biatik, 
878-7818. 

Herzttya:  Clal  Pharm,  Beit  Merkazim,  6 
Masktt  (cnr.  Sderot  Hagafim).  HerzRya 
Pftuah,  956-8472.  955-8407.  Open  9 
am.  to  midnlghL 


Upper  Nazareth:  Clal  Pharm,  Lev  Hair 
Mail,  657-0468.  Open  9 ajn.  to  10  pin. 


DUTY  HOSPITALS 

Jerusalem:  Hadassah  Ein  Kerem 
{internal,  surgery,  arthoperScs);  Mtsgav 
Ladach  (obstetrics);  Bftcur  Hoiim  (pedi- 
atrics. ENT);  shaare  Zedek  (ophthal- 
mology). 

Tel  Aviv:  Tel  Aviv  Medical  Center  Dana 
Pediatric  Hospital  (pediatrics);  Tel  Aviv 


Medical  Center  (internal,  surgery). 
Neianya:  Lankado. 
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Roberts  said,  adding  that  Halifax 
has  not  yet  made  a formal  offer. 

Royal  Bank  of  Scotland  agreed  to 
buy  Birmingham  Midshires, 
Britain's  fourth-laxgest  mortgage 
lender;  test  August 

British  banks  are  looking  for 
acquisitions  to  cut  costs  and 
increase  market  share  as  competi- 
tion for  savers'  cash  increases. 
Mortgages  are  an  attractive  busi- 
ness because  they  provide  long- 
term streams  of  income  and  stable 
margins  at  reasonably  low  risk. 

Halifax  wants  to  acquire  another 
institution  to  make  use  of  its  over 
£4b.  of  excess  capital.  It  has  about  a 
16%  share  of  UK  mortgage  market, 
and  would  increase  that  to  almost 


20%  by  acquiring  Midshires.  The 
bank  said  test  week  it  was  having 
difficulty  finding  an  acquisition  and 
would  buy  back  up  to  £lb.  of  its 
shares  this  year. 

Halifax  believes  Royal  Bank’s 
offer  **  significantly  undervalues” 
Birmingham  Midshires,  Roberts 
said.  She  could  not  say  why 
Halifax  has  chosen  to  make  a 
counter-bid  so  long  after  the  agreed 
Royal  Bank  bid. 

Birmingham  Midshires  offers 
mortgages  in  central  England  from 
its  Birmingham  bead  office. 

The  talks  with  Halifax  were  fust 
reported  in  yesterday’s  edition  of 
London’s  Sunday  Business  newspa- 
per. (Bloomberg) 


ISRAEL  MONEY  MARKETS 


Patah  (foreign  currency  deposit  rates)  (22.2.96) 

Currency  (deposit  for.)  3 MONTHS  B MONTHS  12  MONTHS 

US.  doUar  (5250,000)  4.710  4J10  4-910 

Pound  6terfinfl  (£100,000)  5^40  5£30  5^90 

German  marie  (DM  200.000)  2.020  2.110  2£0Q 

Swiss  franc  (SP  200,000)  0.000  OjOOO  OXJOQ 

Ybn(10mSBonyan)  — — — 

(Ratos  vary  Wflfwr  or  taror  than  Mfcatad  acconttno  to  ctapoalQ 

Shekel  Foreign  Exchange  Rates*  <6&98) 


CHECKS  AMD 

..3.--—-.' 

- 

TRANSFERS 

BANKNOTES 

Repi  : 

Buy 

Sea 

Buy 

SaB 

Rater* 

Currency  basket 

3.7904 

35516 

— 

— 

3.8238 

LLS.doOar 

35454 

3.6026 

3.48 

3.66 

35870 

Goman  marie 

1-9572 

1.S888 

152 

2.02 

15616 

Pound  starling 

5£483 

55427 

5.74 

6.03 

5.8744 

French  bene 

05837 

05932 

057 

061 

05851 

Japanese  yen  (100) 

2.7900 

25351 

2.74 

2.68 

25191 

Dutch  florin 

1.7367 

1.7B48 

1.70 

1.78 

1.7408 

Swiss  franc 

2-4094 

2.4483 

256 

249 

2.4126 

SwwBsh  krona 

0.44S0 

0.4522 

0.43 

046 

0.4459 

Norwegian  krone 

04708 

0^4784 

046 

0.48 

04728 

Danish  krone 

05138 

05219 

050 

053 

05146 

Finnish  mark 

06447 

0.6651 

063 

057 

06461 

Canadan  dollar 

£4896 

2.5288 

2.44 

2.57 

25267 

AustralandoBar 

25802 

2.4188 

2.33 

2.48 

2.4026 

a African  rand 

0.7186 

0.7302 

065 

073 

07230 

Belgian  franc  (IQ 

09487 

05641 

0.93 

0.98 

05511 

Austrian  schSBng  (10) 

2.7828 

2527S 

2.73 

2.87 

2-7881 

tefl  an  flra  (1000) 

15883 

2.0204 

1.95 

Z05 

1.9967 

Jordanian  <£nar 

45971 

6.0777 

4.93 

557 

5.0397 

Egyptian  pound 

15000 

1.0900 

150 

150 

1.0582 

ECU 

35739 

3.9364 

— 

— 

3.8860 

Irish  punt 

45565 

4.9349 

4.77 

5.01 

4.8805 

Spanish  peseta  <10® 

25094 

25467 

256 

258 

25142 

"These  rates  vary  according  to  bank.  **Bank  of  Israel. 


SOURCE:  BANKLEUM1 


FIRE  102 

FIRST  AID  101 

Magen  David  Adorn 

In  emergencies  dbl  101  In  mart  parts  ot  Uw  com- 

trjt  fri  aJcStorr 


Israel  Cancer  Association  support  ser- 
vice, 02-624-7676. 

Flight  arrivals  - for  information  in 
English  03-972-3344. 


AsMotr  8551333 
Ashtaton  6561332 
Beerahaba*  8274767 
Bari  Stwmesh  S523133 
Dan  Region*  5793333 
Bar  6332444 
Haifa' 8512233 
Jerusalem'  6523133 
KarrmeT  9985444 


KJax  Seva- 9902222 
Natartya-  9912333 
Neianya*  8604444 
PetahTtwa' 9311111 
Rahwor  9451333 
Rohan- 9642333 
Sated  6920333 
Tel  Avtv- 54601 11 
■ntrariaa*  6792444 


WHERE  TO  GO 


■ McMe  Intensive  Caa  Urtt  (UtCU)  service  in  the 
area,  arottad  the  clodc. 


Notices  in  this  feature  are  charged 
at  MS  28.08  per  line,  including  vAT. 
insertion  every  day  of  the  month 
costs  MS  520.66  per  Une,  including 
VAT,  per  month. 


HotRne  for  Engllsh-speakers  - Crisis 
counseling  and  referrals,  all  ages,  all 
problems.  (02)  654-1111,  toHree  1- 
800-654-tll. 

Medical  help  for  tourists  (in  EngSsh) 
177-022-9110. 

The  National  Poison  Control  Center 
at  Rambam  Hospital  04-852-9205,  24 
hours  a day.  for  information  in  case  of 
poisoning. 

Eran  - Emotional  First  Aid  - 1201, 
also  Jerusalem  561-0303.  Tel  Aviv  546- 
1111  (chadren/youth  546-0739).  Rbhon 
Leaon  956-6661/2,  Haifa  867-2222, 
Beorsheba  649-4333,  Netanya  862- 
S1 10,  Karaite!  988-8770,  Kfar  Sava 
767-4555,  Hadera  634-6789. 

Crisis  Center  for  Religious  Women 
02-655-5744/5.  24-hour  service,  confi- 
dentiality guaranteed. 

Wizo  hotlines  tor  battened  women  Q2- 
07-637-6310, 

625-5558,  Haifa  853-0533.  Eilat  633- 
1977. 

Hadassah  Medical  Organization  - 


JERUSALEM 

Conducted  Tours 

HEBREW  UNIVERSITY.  Tours  of  the 


Mount  Scopus  campus,  m English, 
daily  Sun.-Thur.,  ii  a.m.  from 
Bronfman  Recaption  Center, 

Sherman  Administration  Bldg.  Buses 

MS^sig.26,  aFBrWlc“  m 
HADASSAH.  Visit  the  Hadassah  instal- 
fations,  ChagaB  Windows.  Tel.  (02)  641- 
6333.  (02)  677-6271. 


TEL  AVIV 
Museums 

TEL  AVIV  MUSEUM.  Dani  Karavan, 
Homage  to  Whiter  Benjamin.  Yehezkel 
Streichman,  Great  Moments,  150 
wrarte.  Surrealism.  Prints  from  the 
Charles  and  Evelyn  Kramer 
Collection.  HELENA  RUBINSTEIN 
PW1UON  FOR  CONTEMPORARY 

ART  (VlAfAmntfite a . B 


^T.  ^nterrmorary  Greek  Art  Three 
Generations^  Hours:  Weekdays  10 


P^H-Tue-10  a.m.-10  p.m.  Fri. 
10  a.m.-2  p.m.  MeyerhoJT  Art 
n?«*°n  Certer.Tel. (03)  691- 
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Ex-Scotland  captain  warns  of  5 Nations  split 

' . « A^TPiAkT  / a -n*  Ab 


^•LCMW  CAP)1-  By  the  time  the  Italians 

u^0n  champi- 

onsnp  HT2000,  fee  tournament  might  be  down 
w jostthree  countries. 

J SS?!®**1  ^ Setting  so  far  ahead 
of  Wales,  Scodand  and  Ireland  that  dittos  sav 
itfsno  longer  a meaningful  contest  3 
^There’s  strong  speculation  feat  both  fee 
Rnracb  and  English  may  join  up  wife  fee 

soutton  bCTusphere  nigby  powerhouses, 
New  Zealand,  S<xnh  Africa  and  Australia,  in  a 

oval  competition  by  fee  time  fee  Italians  join. 

The  two  best  teams  in  Europe  have  both  said 


they  want  to  maintain  their  improvements  by 
playing  regularly  against  teams  which  are  bet- 
tet  They  say  that  is  the  only  way  they  will  have 
any  chance  of  winning  the  World  Clip. 

At  present,  they  have  to  rely  on  rare  visits 
fran  southern  hemisphere  teams  or  out-of-sea- 
son totus  to  Australasia  and  South  Africa, 
which  usually  only  happen  every  four  years. 

France  and  England  have  shown  consistent- 
ly over  the  years  thatfeey  are  far  belter  than  the 

other  three. 

In  tbdr  last  game,  England  scared  eight  tries 
an  the  way  to  a championship  record  60-26 


victory  over  Wales  at  Twickenham  last  month, 
while  Prance  came  away  from  Edinburgh  with 
a SI-16  victory  over  Scotland. 

'Finlay  Calder,  who  was  on  the  Scottish 
team  dial  won  fee  Grand  Slam  in  1990  and 
captained  a British  Lions  victory  in 
Australia,  watched  that  massacre  at 
Murrayfield  and  despaired  at  the  plight  of 
Scottish  rugby. 

“People  watch  sport  in  the  hope  that  the 
underdog  can  win."  the  former  flank  for- 
ward said.  “But  when  the  underdog  has  no 
chance  of  winning  it  becomes  difficult  to 


remain  enthusiastic. 

"No  one  wants  to  watch  a caning.  One-sided 
matches,  when  one  team  puts  50  or  60  points 
cm  the  other,  are  of  no  interest. 

“France  and  England  are  playing  such  won- 
derful rugby,  especially  the  French,  that  the 
rest  are  out  their  depth. 

"The  Scottish,  Irish  and  Welsh  players  are 
fighting  not  only  for  their  survival  but  for  the 
survival  of  the  Five  Nations."  Calder  said. 

"I  have  to  say  fear,  if  it  carries  on  like  this,  i: 
won't  survive  for  very  long.  Scodand.  Wales 
and  Ireland  are  going  to  be  cast  aside." 


Ronaldo  penalty  miss 
proves  costly  for  Inter 


: ROME  (Reuters)  - Ronaldo 
missed  a- penalty  as  second-placed 
Inter  Milan  lost  1 -0  at  Parma  yes- 
terday and  squandered  a great 
chance  to  make  ground  on  serie  A 
leaders  Juventus,  held  1-1  at 
Udinese. 

Argentine  Heman  Crespo  scored 
Parma’s  winner,  a spectacular 
half-volley,  71  minutes  after 
Ronaldo  had  struck  bis  spot  kick 
too  close  to  goalkeeper  GiauJuigi 
Buff  on. 

Inter's  defeat  allowed  Juventus 
to  move  five  points  clear. 

They  needed  an  89th.  minute 
goal  from  Alessandro  Del  Piero  to 
grab  the  draw. 

The  reigning  champions  had 
looked  destined  for  their  second 
league  defeat  in  three  matches 
when  Jonathan ' Bachini  edged 


Trevor  Francis  urged  not  to  quit 


Udinese  in  front  in  the  76th 
minute. 

Fioremina,  without  Argentine 
Gabriele  Batistuta  and  Belgian 
Luis  Oliveira  — both  on  interna- 
tional duty  — needed  a second- 
half  penalty  from  Domenico 
Morfeo  to  salvage  a 1-1  home 
draw  wife  Piacenza. 

German  Christian  Ziege’s  sec- 
ond goal  of  the  season  against 
. Sampdoria  brought  AC  Milan  a 1- 
0 victory,  that  keeps  alive  their 
hopes  Of  a UEFA  Cup  place  next 
season. 

■Results  yesterday:  Bari  2, 
Empoli  0;  Brescia  3,  Lecce  2; 
Fiorentina  1,  Piacenza  1;  AC 
Mfian  1,  Sampdoria  0;  Napoli  0, 
Bologna  0;  AC  Parma  1,  Inter 
MQan  0;  Udinese  X,  Juventus  1; 
Vicenza  1,  Atalanta  0. 


BIRMINGHAM  (Reuters)  - 
Trevor  Francis  will  decide 
after  a meeting  with  chairman 
David  Gold  today  whether  to 
bow  to  public  pressure  and 
remain  as  manager  of 
Birmingham  City. 

Francis  stunned  the  English 
first  division  club  on  Saturday 
night  by  resigning  shortly 


after  the  1-0  win  over  Queens 
Park  Rangers. 

He  was  incensed  that  his 
wife  Helen  and  18-year-old 
son  Matthew  had  been  abused 
and  threatened  by  drunken 
fans. 

Gold  immediately  issued  a 
“profuse  apology**  on  behalf 
of  the  club  and  a personal  plea 


for  Francis  to  reconsider. 

“Everyone  at  the  club  is  urg- 
ing Him  to  change  his  mind. 

There  is  a marvellous  oppor- 
tunity before  us  and  it  should- 
n’t be  ruined  by  vobs,*’  said 
Gold. 

“We  arc  doing  everything  in 
our  power  to  try  and  persuade 
him  to  stay." 


Knauss  wins  super-G,  Maier  takes  title 


KVITEJELL,  Norway  (Reuters)  - Austria’s  Hans 
Knauss  won  a super-G  yesterday  while  compatriot 
and  Olympic  champion  Hermann  Maier  secured  the 
World  Cup  tide  in  the  discipline  despite  staying  at 
borne  wife  back  pains. 

Knauss  won  the  penultimate  super-G  of  the  season 
in  a provisional  time  of  one  minute  30.80  seconds  on 
the  Kvitfjell  course  feat  staged  the  event  in  the  1994 
Olympics,  ahead  of  Sweden’s  Patrik  Jaerbyn  in 
1:3  U0. 

Didier  Cache  of  Switzerland,  who  shared  the  super- 


G silver  medal  with  Knauss  at  the  Nagano  Olympics, 
was  third  in  one  minute  31.25. 

Maier,  who  had  won  all  four  previous  World  Cup 
super-G  races  this  season,  secured  fee  World  Cup 
super-G  title  when  his  only  possible  challenger,  team- 
mate Stefan  Eberharter.  skidded  out  of  fee  race.  He 
was  unhurt. 

Maier.  who  won  the  overall  World  Cup  title  on 
Saturday  after  his  only  rival  and  compatriot  Andreas 
Schifferer  crashed  out  of  the  downhill  in  Kvitfjell.  is 
the  first  Austrian  man  to  win  the  super-G  crown. 


SPORTS 


in  brief 


Siemerink  wins  Rotterdam  indoor  title 

ROTTERDAM  CAP)  - Dutchman  Jan  Siemerink  claimed  the  third 
ATP  singles  title  of  his  career  yesterday,  ousting  Swede  Thomas 
Johansson  7-6  (7-2),  6-2  in  fee  final  of  fee  ABN  AMRO  indoor. 

Five  lop- ten  players  started  fee  week  here  but  both  finalists  were 
unseeded  hopefuls  wife  lower  rankings:  Johansson  34  and  Siemerink  48. 

Siemerink  won  $101 ,500  but  the  200  ATP  points  are  just  as  impor- 
tant as  he  struggles  to  reclaim  the  position  a disastrous  1 997  cost  him. 
That  year  he  fell  from  1 5 to  1 22  on  fee  ATP  rankings. 

Cetta  Vigo  flying  high  in  Spain 

MADRID  (Reuters)  - Surprise  outfit  Celia  Vigo  moved  into  provi- 
sional third  place  in  fee  Spanish  first  division  yesterday  wife  a 1-0 
win  at  struggling  Sporting  Gijon. 

Wuh  47  points  Celta  are  three  adrift  of  second- placed  Real  Madrid, 
who  crashed  3-0  at  Barcelona  in  Saturday's  big  game. 

A tie  lie  o Madrid  stood  to  regain  feud  place  in  their  game  with  Real 
Beiis,  which  was  being  played  late  last  night. 

In  other  games.  Real  Sociedad  lost  their  first  league  game  at  home 
this  season]  1-0  to  Real  Zaragoza  and  Mallorca  scored  a late  coal  to 
salvage  a point  from  their  1-1  draw  wife  Valladolid,  while  an  83rd 
minute  strike  from  Djalminha  moved  Deportivo  Coruna  further  out  of 
trouble  with  fee  2-1  win  over  Oviedo. 

Coltart  wins  his  first  European  title 

DOHA,  Qatar  ( AP)  - Scotland’s  Andrew  Coltart  won  his  first 
European  Tour  title  yesterday,  capturing  fee  SI  million  Qatar  Masters 
by  two  strokes.  He  finished  fee  tournament  with  a 270  total,  18- 
under-par. 

The  day  turned  our  to  be  a double  celebration  for  Coltart,  as  he  also 
was  crowned  the  Australian  Tour  Order  of  Merit  winner. 

Coltart  had  won  the  Australian  PGA  championship  earlier  this  year. 


Where  to  stay  in  Israel  l_Time  Sharing  in  Israel 
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KIBBUTZ  LOTAM-  Rrfonn  Community,  60  km  North  of  EM.  SngiBS,  FamSes  and 
Gtoips  + Meals.  Gilded  Tours  ft  Ecologies!  Projects,  NatureTrafls,  Unique  Bkd  Reserve. 
(Seminar  on  19-21/3/98).  Tel:  07-6356935  Fax:  07-6356827  Emit  edtjot^holmai-com 


KING  SHAUL  HOTEL.  Gtatt  Kosher  Umehadrin,  far  afl  the  year.  Permanent  Mashgjah, 
1 20  akcondSioned  rooms  with  bath  and  refrigerator.  Synagogue  in  hotel.  Reasonable 
group  rates  tor  Bat  ftfflzvas  and  Shabbat  TW.  07-673  4124®ff7ffl  Fax.  07-6734129. 


HOia  NEVEfLAN  - Located  off  hgwayffl  between  Tel  Aviv- JenB^em,  car  rental,  160 
rooms,  year-fond  spdrtH  heaftiduh  tennis,  tsk^/des^  hoses,  stays  nights  paytrZYHdfeh 
^ Festival  Dec.  2BJan.  4, 1996 .71102^39339,  fax.  t&533  8335  emdthoteignBTO^aaca^ 

'MOUNT  ZION  HOTEL  - next  to  Old  afyiftnfly  ffcn;  Restaurants,  Cofieeshop.  Barf^ 
HB^fedub;  afl  large  Qadel  rms  taa  Old  CSy  - WOW!  lntefral-vnwjnoiJnt2mcai 
wTaLt&56BM^F«cOM731^frnHfl:hotei@iT>o>BitdonjoJl / 

HOTEL  RAMAT  RAOJEL- Located  on  K2)bufzRaR^^adTel  in  Jeasatem.  93  superior 
rooms;  year  round  sportcenteMacuzti,  saroatfqrabJi&flnium  3 nights,  dmner  free. 
Baiquet  garden + tanqoet|Bj!olincti»is^0fc«702506,Fax(M  > 


LOT^  GUEST  INN -Rural  accommodation,  home  styte  country  restaurant^ 
& tourist  information.  The  test  choice  In  the  heart  of  the  GaBee.  For 
reservations  & information  cal  us  now  -TaL 06-678 7293,  Fax  0fr678-7277^ 

'**■  " — • 1 • -v 

MR  DAVID  - IstaaPs  most  baaufiful  tibfautz  located  on  the  banks  of  a stream,  country 
aocommodafions,  heated  pooL  5 nim.wafc  from  Gan  Hashtosha  (feewepayertianca). 

^ Dtecourfls  at  ai  local  tourist  sites.  Pastor^  ^mo^feera  Tel  06-648  8060;  050-682  24ft 

NES  AIOOM  Kfebutz  Hotel  - This  unquoly  European  vKage  in  the  GaUee,otes  Hostel, 
Hote(  and  apartments  stated  in  beauBuT  botanical  gadehs.  DbfciousHDsfwrtxxLBook 
^ one  o(  our  "Classical  weekend  musfcat  pacKagesI  TbL  04^96  0099;  Fax.  04-995  D098.  . 


IpBBUTZ  HOTEL  LAW- Near  Tbertas,  in  a beautiful  raigiduskbbiilz.  124  superior  ' 
rooms  aid  states.  Indoor-heaed  pool,  tennis  courts.  Gtefitostwrcuskw.  Stop  for  lunch 
and  daiy  kUbutz  tout  warm,  friendly  setvte.  TbL  06-679  9450,  Fax.  0M79 9399.  > 


icT;Ti|a=i=Oii|Liy3: 


KSBUTZ  HOTEL  KFAR-mJUM-The  vBage  hoW- aun'i^ie  atmosphere. 

110  afr-«ndRlaned  rooms.  Al  wfiti  shower,  bote,  telephone,  radk*  TV,  tosher  cusine, 
redutoonn**arasewBS.TW.0M8«866kftiL06«48B6L 


KIBBUTZ  HOTEL  KHIR  QlLADt-180  air-condiboned  rooms,  aflwffe  shower, 
bafe,  lalepbone,  radio,  and  TV,  kosher  cuisine,  outdoor  & indoor  heated 
swimming  pools,  sport  & health  ctehTeL  06-690  0000^  Fax  06-690  0069. 


BBT  HAVA  HOTB-Shavei  Zion,  on  Ae  MedDanaiean  Sea,  3 Jon  south  of  Nahariya ' 

90  rooms,  AC,  srtJWCT,  bath,  telephone,  radio,  TV.  Peaceful  rural  setting. 

Exceflent  kosher  cuisine,  3rd  right  free  thro  March  98.  TeL94-  962  0391,  Fax.  0M82  05 


I TA-JXm 


<RAM0N  WN^ - BoririentJy  gateway  «»  m.  above  sea  ted,  nextto  w«Ws  tagest  ratutaici^N 
Ah  edKxnaous,  d suite  famly  hotel,  bortenpoay  accownoda6ons,healhy  homey 
cuaine.  Exttoe  this  untgue  desert  area  by  jeep  or  cameL^ TB-g7-658  8822  a 180MS428L  J 


r DAYS  INN  FRANK  HOTEL  - Family  atmosphere.  50  rooms,  swimming  pool 

with  jacuzzi,  only  a few  steps  from  the  beach,  tree  shaded  garden,  kosher  food. 
TeL  04-992  0278,  Fax  04-992  5535.  emait  dj_l_n@intemet-zahav.net  , 


CNE1«rrHAGtf«JTYAM  - Uniquely  stuafed  in  the  heart  of  Netanyafe  beautiful  gardens^ 
overlooldna  the  Metfierranean  seashore  within  one  minote*  waiting  distance  of 
Netatya'S  certer.  Kosher.  For  reservations:  Tei.  09-834 1007,  fax  09-861 572Z  ^ 

f HOTEL  Kil^  SOLOMON- 95  rooms  with  balcony  overlooking  the  sea,  TV> 
I -radio  air-condtiwiing  in  each  room  + swimming  pool  (in  season),  sauna, 

NhRTHFRN  NEGEV! ; 

/^KIBBUTZ  RETAI BW,  Ttotem  lrmThe?^5r^  ^ ] 

[ TV,  telephone,  refrigerator.  Base  lor  fa^ng  ^ ^ I 

\ ResenwHonS  TeL  07-6561701,  or  Fax  07-6561705 J 


^jqiFWT.KFAR  HAHORESH-t 
Ftocfns  wifi  kfchenece 


1 hr.40mm.kofn 


Ron*  reach  HOTEL  - on  the  lake.  ^ 


COMPETITIVE  PRICED  APARTMENTS  in  Blat,  Tiberias  or  Jerusalem! 
If  you  want  to  sell,  purchase,  or  rent  your  one  stop  address  is 
MAZTRAP  Center  - Yehudit  Tei.  08-934  9601  Fax.  934  9602.  . 


HAIFA 

f IRE  CARMEL  FOREST  SWi  RESORT- Isrotefc  exclusive  new  health  ard  sparesort- 
[ yoisafl toa lew dqs of hauiyafHJpanpering A Iheexcksne Camel Fxest Spa Restxtftst of 
kind  in  Israel.  Can  now:  04-630  7888,  The lesort  is  sulaMe  only  fa  guests  twite  age  olte, 

TIBERIAS 

(ROYAL  PLA2A  HCTEL -New  hotel,  160  luxurious  urits,  9 floors,  suites,  family  ^ 

rooms,  fufly  air  condfiioned.  Free  parking,  Encash  pub,  gym,  meeting  halls.  Free  public 
beach  S short  walk  to  Hot  Springs.  For  reservations.  TeL  06670  0000  FaxJJS-STO-OOOly 

YOAV YEHUDA  

- Tbeamnnineral bate  foTheakh  and  pleasure.  Indudes  jacuzzis  (37  - 39 
I degr^),  bydro-massage,  aiiirtsu  and  reteratogy  massage  at  our  health  center  and  other 
\atoAms  that  wffl  make  you  want  to  return  every  week  TeL 07-67221 84  j 


Bed  & Breakfast  in  Israel 


AU-  OVER  THE  COUNTRY 

/■  KB BUTZaWBl’Zlmmere  In  Jerusalem  and  Bat-B/Bln  kibbutzim -Our  selection : 

I North:  Yroa  Massada,  Aiumot,  Kiar  Megicto.  Coast  Bachan.  Negev:  Negba, 
\lteramim,  Gvutot,  Moshav  EynYfrav,  EBot  Tei.  07-6565422, 052-713630  Fax.  07-6565^ 

B1NYAMINA 

(GRUSHKA  B & B - Long  - short  rental  in  Bnyairina.  2-6  persons  units.  Price  startsN 
from  3280  per  week  fcr  2 persons,  compteteiy  hxTtehed.  En^istv  Dutch  & Hebrew  J 
spoken  Tel  06638  9810;  F&x  06-638  0680.  emafl  gmshka@isracomxoJ J 

GALILEE 

(GAUL  B & B - CouXry  kxlgmgs  wife  kkfeeneoe,  beautiH  comiortabie  and 
spactous.  Suitable  also  for  large  tamies.  ©eat  location  in  heart  o!  natural  oak 
forest  Near  tourist  attractions.  Open  year  around.  Tel  04-S66  6412,  050-615  244.^, 

GAULEE  - KFARYUVAL 


ORNA'S  CORNER  B&B-ln  a delightful  moshav  dose  to  natural  springs, 
Golan  Heights  and  Mount  Hermon.  Lovaty  cabm  suites.  CompleleJy  turrashed, 
wry  peaceful,  warm  hospitality.  Synagogue  near  by.  Oma.  TeL  06-694  0007 


VEGEIAraAN  BH>  & BREAKFAST  - Between  Sated  and  KannietAB  guestrooms  ai-cov 
dSoned,  simwr  and  totet,  TV,  n^igerata,  bafcony,  dean  air.  Engfcfi  spoken  and  understood. 
PhSpCanpheLAmrimViage, 201 15. TbL 06^96-9045,  Fax. 06696 0772, ath-PhiSp 


WEASTERN  GAULEE 


KIBBUTZ  HANTTA  B/B- Set  on  the  top  of  a HI  surrounded  by  woodand,  with 
breathtaking  view  of  the  bay  ol  Haifa.  Spacious  rooms  + kitchenette + air  conditioned. 
TeL  972-0)44859970;  Fax.  972^0)4-9808457;  E-mail:  M9(e@actcom.coJ 


SHOMRAT  COUNTRY  STYLE  HOSPfTALJTY  - BAB,  comfortable  rooms  with 
TV  and  air-oondtioning.  Tlw  rooms  suitable  far  the  handicapped.  Addaonal  meals 
y^avaflabte-Comenient  base  for  GaBee  trips.  For  resavations  telephone  04-9^-4897 


BIN TZUR1M- A religious  kosher  kibbutz ,28  apartments  includes:  air-  ' 

condtioning/heating.  TV.  fridge  & swimming  pool.  Close  to  Hamei  Yoav 
Health  Spa.  Hostel  far  youth  groups.  Tel  06-  858  831B,  Fax  06-858  6687.  y 

DEAD  SEA 

CBN  GEDI  COUNTRY  - Dead  Sea,  resort  hotel,  restaurants,  thermo- mineral 
spa  (black  mud  and  swimming  pod),  botanical  gardens,  special  events  center. 
TbL  07-659  4760,  email:  eg@kibbutz.co.il 


JEEP  TOURS  - Galilee,  Golan  Heights  and  Northern  Valleys.  Great  experience1 
in  enchanting  surroundings.  Ride  along  spectacular  river  beds.(Heights)  Zamir 
Ynzhaki,  licensed  tour  guide  (also  in  English)  Tel  06-672  0340, 050-323  228.  . 


C ARCHAEOLOGICAL  SEMINARS  - Daily  Walking  Tours  - Rabbinic  Tunnel  / ' 

Jewish  Quarter  & New  Southern  Wail  Excavations /City  of  David/ Private  Jeep  Tours 
/Massada /Private  Touts /"Dig  For  a Day".  TeLQ£627351S,  Fax.  02-627  2650,  j 

SAFEP . 

ASCENT -Mxir  base  in  the  North  tor  Jewish  mysticism.  Best  youth  hoslel,  great'' 
I location.  Daily  classes,  tours,  Jewish  Multi-Media  Center,  weekly  shabbatons, 1 ’ 
yspedal  seminars.  10%  off  with  this  ad-  Tel.  06-692 1364,  Fax:  06-692 1942. 

TEL  AVIV 

(“Y1DOISHSPIB."-  IsraeTsNationalYiddish  Theater.  Yiddish  classics  by  an  ^ 
outstanrSng  theater  group:  A genuine  Jewish  experience.  At  ZQA  House.  Tel  Aviv. 
To  reserve:  1 -800-444-660.  Pont  miss  it  y 

YOAV  YEHUDA 

(GAL-ON  Guest  House  and  Seminar  Center,  near  Krryat  Gat  Beit  Guvrin  Caves  and\ 
Yoav  Springs.  Airconditioned  rooms,  lush  surroundings.  Kosher  food  Playground  ) 
and  animal  comer.  TeL  07-687-2410,  Fax:  07-687-2377  J 

GAULEE 

CGAN  GAROO  AUSTRALIA  - ISRAEL  PARK.  Close  to  Gan  Hashlosa  The  only  A 
place  in  the  world  outside  of  AustraBa  where  you  can  mingle  with  kangaroos  and  pal  1 
them.  Other  Australian  animals  and  plants,  brooks.  Tel  06-648  B0S0;  052-816  69a/ 

GENERAL 

CSAVE  TIME  AND  MONEY  - Contact  Judy  al  SIGHTSEEING  TOURS.  81  'v 
Hayarton  St,  Tel  Aviv.  TeL  03-517  6248,  Fax.  03-517  8835  (from  abroad  fax:  J 
972-3-517  8835).  Booking  daly  sightseeing  tours  lo  afl  of  Israel,  Jordan  and  Egypt/ 


HAIFA 


EDUCATIONAL  ZOO  & BOTANICAL  GARDEN  - Carmel  Center  Gan-Ha'em. 
fine  collection  of  animals,  live  reptile  exhibit  natural  vegetation,  beautiful  view  of 
the  sea  and  the  mountainTei.  04-837  2886, 837  2390,  Fax.  04-837  7019 


JAFFA  PORT 

/^ALLERY/PRfNT  WORKSHOP  - Har-EJ  Printers  & Publishers,  Jaffa  Port.  Main  GateX 
[ Fine  Art  prints/  original  paintings,  artist  books,  israefi  and  inienYl  artists.  Tel:  03-  ] 

\681-  6834.  Sun-Thurs  9-17;  Frl10JO-14^)0orby  sqjpt  www.inierart/coJI/hareJ  J 


AVIS  BWe  try  harder 

Tel  Aviv  03-5271752 
Ben  Gurion  Airport  03-9773200 
Jerusalem  02-6249001 
USA  201-816-8157 

London  44-181-843-8733 


r marten 

Iddtb 

Highest  quality,  low,  low  prices 

Rates  from  ’$24  per  day  unlim.  km 
Local  Reservations  08-9777717/8 
Overseas  Reservations  03-6841000 
| Ben  Gurion  Airport  03-9772444 

| 'Based  on  7 day  group  A,  non nd.  insurance, 

1 Tax.  ttgh  Season  Supplement 


MEET  ISRAELIS 


Being  single 
doesn't  mean  to  be  alone! 

Give  us  a call! 
it  may  just  change  your  life. 
The  Marriage  Connection 
Bezalel  8 Jerusalem 


-...’I-  1-  *. 


JERUSA  LEM-GI  LO 


ETZtON  JUDAIC  A CENTER  - Unique  art  gallery  & restaurant  situated  in  historical 
anaente  fortress.  Specal  colledion  of  modem  Judarca  pieces  on  display/sale.  Gush  Etzion 
Junction  (12-min.wa  Gilo  Tixwd)  For  special  1/2  day  tour  of  the  Gush  Tel.  02-993-4040. 


JERUSALEM 

UTTLE  HOUSE  INTHE  COLONY- Bed  & breakfast  guest  house,  1 5 arconditioned  ^ 
rooms,  in  fee  heart  of  the  German  Colony  peaceful  streeL  Double  rooms  S59/B9.  Singles 
VS3a59.Tel  972-2-563-7641,  Fax.  972-2-563-7645,  E-mail:  melonISginetvfstoaiTetU  y 

JORDAN  -VALLEY 

/MENAHEMYA  -Quality  accomm.:  NoMwml  Lav  Tel. 052-655746;  BeftZcrea ^ 
I TeL  066750884;  Devore  Reide  TeL  066751916;  NofeiHaemek  TeL  066751881;  BHul  , 
\Gflad  M 066750534.  - hfetoncai  Medcgife  aid  Pioneg  Miseum,  herbs  garden  and  group  tour/ 

TEL  AVIV  

f THE  GORDON  INN  GUEST  HOUSE-  Near  Tel  AvnrbeadifronLAdraa  ^ 

[ cxOTTtortebie  aitematiue  to  expensive  hotels.  Futiy  ar-contfibonad.  Ftooma  from  USS35.00, 
ylncl.  breakfast  TeL 972^5238239;  Rax.  9723-5237419;  E<nafl:sl9epfn@mteftnetfl  J 


Holiday  Rentals  in  Israel 


' ROYAL  RARK  - Luxury  stuefio  apartment  fully  equipped,  including  TV,  A 
air-conditioning,  swimming  pool,  gardens,  reasonable  prices.  Short  or 
y long  term  rentals.  Call  TeL  09-771 5533;  Fax.  09-771 4071. y 

AULEE 

^ISAKFAR-  KIBBUTZ  KFAR  SZOLD  - Holiday  apartmerts,  high  standaid,  T.V.  One^ 
story  bungalows  or  spacious  lawns,  indudes  hearty  country  breakfast.  Near  all 
^ tourist  sites  In  North.  10%  cfecount  wife  this  adLTeL  065907176, 050-  8024480.  J 

^WBBUTZYIFAT- Holiday  apartmef^SwobedraofTi&WinfBr  Specif:  BSB-S42  fcr 
couple;  $28  tor  sin^e.  Other  meaiscan  be  Ofdefad-Rk6iga*ool  (reserve  in  ahance). 

^ T6L  052-414787,TeL/Fiax.  06054^642.  J 

FI  AVTV 

'hOUDAY  R9TTALS  - reasonable  prices  - live  in  luxurious  style,  fully  equippedN 
apartments,  highest  standards.  Beautifully  maintained  buWfng  on  quiet  street  near] 
the  sea,  long/short  term  rentals  directly  from  owner.  TeVfax.  03-528  8773.  ) 


RJN  FOflTHEWHOLE  fMBLSf!  KffTZOVA  - Opsned  Han*ta  - mi  indoor  area  - dofls, 
construdion  toya  axiputers,  pngle  gym  and  more.  PARK4WCHAI  - a hand&on  learning  experience  with 
amnais,  replie  roodi  and  p^sig  area.  H*$s  id  artteotogcal  sies.  Adrancs  booking.  Tei  02-534  7952. 


3 HRS  NAZARETH  2000  WALKING  TOUR  - m old  Nazareth,  Basilica  ol  the  Aimunaabs 
the  Synagogue  Church,  the  White  Mosque,  restored  old  market  Source  of  Mary's  Well. 
Daily  09:30.  Tei.  052-350220, 052-370532  (www.mekJaneLcoritfnazareth) 


T1MNA  PARK  - A unique  nature  reserve,  breathing ng,  pleasure  resort  with  recreation, 
personal  audio  guide,  HI  bottles  with  colored  sand,  FREE  demonstration  of  copper 
production  & more.  Open  daily  730  am.  -5  pm.  Tel/Fax  972-7-6316756. 


YADAIM  - Beautify  & original  gifts.by  Israeli  artists  & craftspeople,  ceramics,  > 

jewelry,  doths.  woodwork,  painling,  and  more-  for  every  occasion.  Browse  and 
enjoy.  18  Karcarmel  SL  (Midrachov  Yenishalayim)  Kfar  Saba.  Tel.  09-766  2466 / 


Save  thousands  of  shekels  al  over 
100  popular  places  in  the  Jerusalem 
area-restaurants",  shops,  museums, 
culurai  earners  aid  more.  A great  gift... 
Books  available  for  only  Nis  75  at 
AACI,  Emunah,  Israel  Center, 

Bell  Optical,  and  Hotel  gm  shops. 
Infer:  02-623  5531.  For  a list  oflha  Bonus 
-emaflvantage@netvlsion.naU 
'Al  restaurants  itne  a Koshrul  Certificate 


HOLTWHITES  HOTEL  ENRELD  LONDON  - Rooms  en-su'rte.  Near 
M25  & Ml , 20  mins,  train  to  City.  Advanced  Weekend  (3  nights) 

.£1 00  per  room.  Tel  (44)  181  363  0124,  Fax.  (44)  181  245  6207 ^ 

HOWTO  TRAVEL  FROM  ISRAEL -ZION  TOURS  - The  largest  North' 
American  agency  in  Israel.  Yaur  ONE  STOP  travel  center! 

^ Tel.  02-625  4326,  email:  markzion@netvision.net.il  > 

^ MAGIC  DESTINATIONS  LTD.  - Ski  Holiday  in  fee  Alps  for  fife  and  3150s 
other  RCI  resorts  worldwide  for  fee  best  prices  in  Israel. 

. Tel.  09-9556646, 052^47-296;  Fax.  09-955  6252, 956  6219  y 

^ACI  TRAVEL  EXPERIENCE  - Highest  discounls  on  all  your  travel 
needs  - largest  agent  for  EL-AL  • 20  convenient  offices  country  wide, 
always  at  your  service!  Only  al  OPHIR  TOURS  03-  522-9625^ 


100 

Continuous 
Days  at  a very 
special  rate 

To  appear  in  this 
special  tourism  column 
or  for  more  details 
send  fox  to: 

100  DAYS 

Fax.  02-5388408 
or  call  Tel  Aviv  Area  - 
Tel.  03-639  0333  (Ruthie)  ® 
Fax:  03-6390277  I 
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Hakkinen  wins  Aussie  Grand  Prix  ' 


SIT 


c.- 


MELBOURNE  (Reuters)  - 
Mika  Hakkinen  of  Finland  contin- 
ued where  he  left  off  in  Jerez  last 
October  when  he  drove  to  victory 
for  McLaren  in  a stunning  season- 
opening Australian  Grand  Prix  at 
Albert  Park  yesterday. 

Hakkinen  finished  seven-tenths 
of  a second  ahead  of  his  teammate 
Briton  David  Coulthard  as  the 
McLaren  team  dominated  die  5S- 
lap  race  and  proved  they  will  be 
the  outfit  to  beat  this  season. 

Their  one-two  triumph  justified 
all  the  pre-race  predictions  that 
their  Mercedes-Benz  car, 
equipped  with  a controversial 
high-tech  braking  system  criti- 
cized by  their  rivals,  was  superior 
to  all  else  in  the  field. 

The  Finn  took  the  lead  from  the 
start  until  a mistake  by  an  engineer 
called  him  in  for  an  unnecessary 
pit  stop.  But  instead  of  stopping, 
he  drove  straight  through  the  pit 
lane  and  back  out  in  second  place 
behind  CouJihanL 

But  the  Scot,  in  deference  to  a 
pre-race  agreement,  pulled  over 
and  let  his  teammate  through  to 
win  with  two  laps  remaining. 

The  two  McLarens  lapped  the 
entire  field  and  drove  with  such 
superiority  it  looked,  as  some  of 
their  rivals  have  claimed,  as  if 
they  were  running  cars  designed 
for' an  entirely  different  form  of 
racing. 

German  Heinz-Harald  Frentzen, 
in  a Williams,  finished  third  ahead 
of  Briton  Eddie  Irvine  in  a Ferrari. 
Defending  world  champion  Jacques 
Vilieneuve  of  Canada  came  home 
fifth,  fighting  off  a powerful  chal- 
lenge by  Briton  Johnny  Herbert 
who  finished  sixth. 

Former  champion  Michael 
Schumacher  of  Germany  retired 
his  Ferrari  on  the  sixth  lap  when 
he  suffered  an  engine  failure  and 
only  nine  of  die  field  of  22  cars 
finished  the  race. 

McLaren  team  boss  Ron  Dennis 
said:  "It  was  David's  decision  to 
let  Mika  through  to  win.  He  was 
respecting  an  agreement  that  who- 
ever was  first  into  the  first  comer 
should  win  the  race." 

Hakkinen ’s  win  was  his  second 
in  succession,  the  second  of  his 
career  and  the  first  by  a car  run- 
ning on  Japanese  Bridgestone 
tyres,  bringing  to  an  end  the 


entering 
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CHAMPAGNE  COCKTAIL  - Australian  Grand  Prix  winner  Mika  Hakkinen  (1)  spritzes  it  up  with  third-place  finisher  Heinz-Harald  Frentzen. 


(Ratten) 


American  Goodyear  company’s 
run  of  109  successive  victories. 

Hakkinen  said:  "It  didn't  go 
according  to  plan.  But  the  overall 
nesulL  in  the  end.  was  what  I want- 
ed it  to  be.  There  was  a lot  of  con- 


fusion, which  caused  me  to  make 
an  extra  pit  stop.  It  was  a misun- 
derstanding and  it  cost  me  the  lead. 

"But  I want  to  say  a big  and  spe- 
cial ‘thank-you  very  much’  to 
David  because  what  he  did  was 


very  fair  and  very  excellent  team 
work.  I am  not  saying  it  because  I 
won,  but  because  we  have  a very 
special  relationship. 

“I  am  sure  we  will  look  back  in 

history  and  say  then  have  not 


been  many  drivers  who  have  been 
doing  this.” 

Coulthard  agreed  that  the  two 
drivers  had  an  agreement 
"We  have  got  a lot  closer  since 
the  Jerez  race  and  had  agreed  dial 


whoever  got  into  the  first  corner 
first  if  the  race  was  normal,  would 
not  be  challenged  by  die  other  one. 
The  team  told  me  what  had  hap- 
pened to  Mika  on  the  radio  and  I let 
him  through” 


Lindjps  suffers  concussion  in 
Flyers’  loss  to  Penguins 


FORT  MYERS  — He  has  been 
the  best  pitcher  on  the  staff,  he  has 
been  the  worst  pitcher  on  the  staff. 

He  has  earned  the  team  to  a 
division  title,  he  has  teetered  close 
to  a minor  league  demotion. 

Boston  Red  Sox  right-hander 
Tim  Wakefield  built  his  major 
league  career  on  his  knuckiebatl, 
but  die  fluttering  pitch  has  often 
betrayed  him. 

"After  it  leaves  my  hand,  I have 
no  control  over  it,”  Wakefield  said. 

No  wonder  he  has  been  insecure. 
Whether  he’s  winning  14  games  in 
a row,  as  he  did  in  1 995.  or  leading 
the  American  League  in  losses,  as 
he  did  last  season  with  15. 
Wakefield  is  unable  to  explain  his 
performance.  His  trick  pitch  is  as 
perplexing  to  him  as  it  is  to  hitters. 

Yet,  he  shrugged  and  smiled.  In 
the  past,  Wakefield  seemed  almost 
intimidated  by  the  pitch  — - 
depending  on  it,  but  never  quite 
understanding  it. 

Eight  years  after  converting 
from  infielder  to  knucklebailer. 
though,  Wakefield  may  at  last  be 
comfortable  with  his  niche. 

He  calls  himself  a “staff  work- 
horse” and  say  s his  job  is  to  provide 
the  team  with  innings.  His  goal  is  to 
start  both  games  of  a twin  bill  and 
he’s  fen  tasked  making  30  starts  and 
30  relief  appearances  in  one  season. 

“I  give  the  team  flexibility,” 
Wakefield  said.  After  Pedro 
Martinez  starts  opening  day. 
Wakefield  will  be  No.  2. 

That's  just  about  where 
Wakefield  wants  to  be.  He  is  26- 
28  die  past  two  years,  but  his  413 
innings  are  the  most  on  the  team. 
While  Wakefield  may  never 
recapture  die  magic  of  his  16-8, 
2.95  ERA  1995  season,  he  may 
finally  be  establishing  himseff  as  a 
mi  ddle-of-the- rotation  starter  and 
occasional  reliever. 

Wakefield  is  31,  so  he  may  be 
entering  die  prime  of  his  career  as 
a knucklebaH  pitcher.  The  prece- 
dent for  long  knuckleball  careers 
was  set  by.  Phil  Niekro,  who 
pitched  far  24  years. 


1-  * 


i k 


Olajuwon  dunks,  punches 
way  to  win  offer  Suns  * 


PITTSBURGH  (AP)  — Jaromir 
Jagr  set  up  third-period  goals  by 
Alexei  Morozov  and  Martin 
Straka  as  the  Pittsburgh  Penguins 
beat  Philadelphia  6-4  Saturday 
and  knocked  Flyers  captain  Eric 
Lindros  out  of  the  game  with  a 
concussion  in  die  second  period. 

Lindros  left  the  game  at  8:48  of 
the  second  period  when  he  was  hit 
by  defenseman  Darius 
' Kasparaitis.  Lindros  was  near  the 
blue  line  and  had  his  head  down 
when  Kaspararaids  hit  him  in  the 
face  with  his  shoulder  with  a clean 
check.  Lindros,  who  leads  the 
Flyers  with  67  points,  had  to  be 
helped  from  the  ice  and  did  not 
return. 

Lindros  was  transported  to  a 
hospital  for  evaluation.  He  walked 
to  the  ambulance  under  his  own 
power.  Flyers  General  Manager 
Bob  Clarke  said  during  the  second 
intermission  that  the  hit  was  clean. 

Kings  2,  Red  Wings  1 
Rob  Blake  scored  (he  first  two 
goals  of  the  game,  one  on  a shot 
from  the  red  line  and  the  other  on 
a power  play,  as  Los  Angeles 
ended  a three-game  winless  streak 
with  a home  victory. 

It  was  the  ninth  two-goal  game 
for  die  eight-year  veteran  defense- 
man, who  is  still  looking  for  his 
first  hat-trick.  Blake,  plagued  by 
injuries  that  limited  him  to  92 
games  over  the  previous  three  sea- 
sons, is  the  only  one  on  the  team  to 
play  in  each  of  their  61  games. 

Blues  2,  Stars  1 
Pierre  Turgeon  scored  with  nine 
minutes  remaining  to  lead  St. 
Louis  to  a home  win. 

The  game  had  been  tied  since 
7:24  of  die  first  period  before 
Turgeon  scored  on  a slap  shot 
from  the  left  circle  to  beat  goal- 
tender  Ed  Belfour.. 

Capitals  6,  Panthers  3 
Host  Washington  exploded  out 
of  their  worst  losing  streak  in  eight 
years,  scoring  four  goals  on  five 
shots  in  the  third  period. 

In  a game  between  two  teams 
that  hadn't  won  since  January,  Joe 
Juneau  had  two  goals  and  two 
assists,  Richard  Zednik  scored 
twice,  and  Peter  Bondra  scored  for 
the  first  time  in  a month  as  the 
Capitals  broke  a six-game  losing 
streak  and  extended  die  Panthers' 
losing  run  to  five. 

Devils  6,  Rangers  3 
Krzysztof  Oliwa  scored  his  first 
NHL  goal  to  trigger  a three-goal 
third-period  outburst  and  New 
Jersey  extended  its  unbeaten  streak 
to  10  games  with  a home  win. 

BThe  setback  spoiled  Wayne 
Gretzky's  1, 000th  NHL  goal  (878 
regular  season,  122  playoffs},  a 
power-play  score  that  tied  the 
game  at  3-3  in  the  second  period. 

Blackhawks  2.  Bruins  1 
Eric  Daze's  24th  goal  broke  a 1- 


1 tie  and  gave  Chicago 
Blackhawks  an  away  victory. 

Chicago  ended  a three-game 
wmless  streak  while  the  Bruins 
lost  for  the  first  since  in  six  games 
since  returning  from  the  Olympic 
layoff. 

Daze’s  rebound  of  his  own  shot 
with  5:02  left  in  the  second  period 
slipped  off  the  pads  of  Bruins 
goalie  Byron  Dafoe  and  into  the 
net  for  a power-play  goal  and  a 2- 
1 Blackhawks  advantage. 

Avalanche  4,  Islanders  2 

Defenseman  Sandis  Ozolinsh 
scored  a power-play  goal  and 
assisted  on  three  other  power-play 
goals  as  Colorado  won  on  the 
road. 

Peter  Forsberg  added  a goal  and 
assist  for  Colorado,  and  Valery 
Kamensky  and  Keith  Jones  also 
scored.  It  was  the  fourth  straight 
game  that  Forsberg  recorded  at 


least  two  points. 

Sabres  2,  Cana  die  ns  1 

Geoff  Sanderson  and  Michal 
Grosek  scored  in  the  third  period 
as  Buffalo  extended  Montreal’s 
home  losing  streak  to  six  games. 

Dominik  Hasek  made  31  saves 
as  the  Sabres  got  back  on  track 
after  their  13-game  unbeaten 
streak  was  broken  by  a 4-2  loss  to 
the  New  York  Islanders  on  Friday 
night. 

Senators  2,  Flames  1 

Daniel  Alfredsson  scored  the 
game  winner  with  10:23  left  in  the 
third  period  as  Ottawa  won  at 
home. 

Alftedsson's  goal  was  his  first  in 
11  games. 

The  loss  ended  Calgary's  five- 
game  unbeaten  streak,  while  the 
Senators  are  undefeated  in  their 
last  four  home  games. 

Maple  Leafs  4,  Oilers  1 


Rookie  Alyn  McCauley  scored 
one  goal  and  assisted  on  another 
as  host  Toronto  stopped  a two- 
game  losing  streak  and  keep  its 
slim  playoff  hopes  alive. 

Canucks  5,  Lightning  2 
Mark  Messier  and  Pavel  Bure 
scored  as  Vancouver  won  at 
home. 

Bure  gave  the  Canucks  a 2-0 
lead  at  13:04  of  the  first  period 
with  his  38th  goal  of  the  season, 
and  Messier  put  Vancouver  ahead 
3-1  nine  minutes  into  the  second 
period  with  his  21st  goal  of  the 
season. 


Chicago  1 1 0—2 

Boston  1 0 0—1 

Fust  Period— i,  Chicago.  Blade  9 [Cue* as. 
Johnson).  4:04.  2.  Boston.  Samsonov  74 
(Bourque,  ARson).  7:57  (po). 

Second  Period— 3.  Cntcaqo.  Dace  24 
(Weinnch).  14:58  (po).  Third  Period— None. 
GoaBes— Chicago.  HecketL  Boston.  Dafoe.  A— 
17.045.  a 


(Andreychuk.  Oddest).  11:13.  9.  New 


Sykora  14  (Andreychuk).  1333 -New  Jersey  1 
13-11—37.  Goabes— New  >txk,  Richter.  New 
Jeraey.  Brodeur.  A — 19.040 


Philadelphia  2 2 0—4 

Pittsburgh  1 2 3—6 

First  Period—  i.  Philadelphia.  SUInger  12 


Rortda  1 i 1—3 

Washington  0 1 5—6 

First  Period— 1.  Florida.  Dvorak  9 (WeBsi, 
10:34.  Second  Period— 2,  Banda.  Meflartjy  t i 
(Norton.  Sheppard).  23  (pp).  3,  Washington. 
Zednik  16  {Juneau).  6:45  Third  Penotf— 4. 


EASTON  CONFERENCE 
Atlantic  Division 

W L T PtsGF  GA 
Newjcnq  39  16  7 85  180 

PhiWdphQ  31  20  9 71  174 

Washington  27  24  II  65  169 

New  fork  Rangenl9  27  16  54  151 

N.Y.  Islanders  22  32  8 52  162 

Florida  18  31  12  48  147 

bnpatoy  12  41  9 33  119 

Northeast  Division 
Pittsburgh  32  17  14  78  179 

Montreal  29  25  7 65  174 


9 71  174  139 

11  65  169  164 

16  54  153  169 

8 52  162  174 

12  48  147  176 

9 33  119  205 


(Niflimaa.  Coffey).  3:45. 2.  Pittsburgh.  Barnes  26 
{Francis.  Jagr).  12*1.  3.  Philadelphia. 
Brind'Amour  28  {Coffey,  f 


14  78  179  147 

7 65  174  158 

13  65  157  148 

14  64  154  146 

10  60  143  156 

7 55  152  171 


{Coffey.  Ninimaa).  14:32  (pp). 


Second  Period— 4.  Philadelphia.  Satfnger  13 
(Forbes,  Therien).  255  (shl.5.  Pittsburgh.  Francs 


Juneau).  7:12.  7.  Washsijton.  K/ygier  2 (Cole. 
Miner).  8:12. 8.  Florida,  Murphy  5 (Kozlov).  18:02. 


(Forbes.  Therian).  2^5  (shl.5.  Pittsburg 
20  (Barnes,  Hatcher),  5:38  (pp).  6.  Phi 


9.  Washington.  Juneau  8 [Houstoy.  Johansson). 
18:40  (pp).  Goalies— Florida.  Weekes. 

Washington.  Ranfcvd.  A—  15.9i6 


WESTERN  CONFERENCE 
Central  Division 

W L T PtsGF 


Third  Period — 8.  Pittsburgh.  Morozov  10  (Jagr. 
Francis).  5:19.  fl.  Pittsburgh.  Straka  11  (Ja». 
Morozov).  10-J5, 10.  Pittsburgh.  Jagr  28  [Francs, 


Olausson),  19:57  (an)..Goalres-^»hi(ad8iphia. 
Buries.  H extan.  Pittsburgh.  WreggeL  A — 17,103 


N.Y.  Rangers  0 3 0—3 

New  Jersey  1 2 3—6 

Fwt  Period— i.  Now  Jersey.  Thomas  i2 
(Niedermayer.  Arrian).  6:05  (pp).  Second 
Period — 2.  New  Ybrk.  stock  2 (Eastwood,  Berg). 
3:11.3.  New  Jersey.  Nieder-iayer  10  (Hollr).  7:46 
(pp).  4.  New  Yam  Leeich  15  (Kovalev),  832.  5, 
New  Jersey.  Amoa  9 (Thomas.  Sykora],  12:14 
(pp).  6.  New  Ybrk,  Goszky  16  (K.  Stevens),  1529 
(pp).  Third  Period— 7,  New  Jersey.  Ottwa  1 (Ellas. 
Brylin).  UfcOS.  8.  New  Jersey.  Hoik  27 


Dad  as  1 o 0—1 

St  Louis  1 0 1—2 

First  Period — 1.  St.  Louis.  Campbefl  19 
(Courtnal.  Derma).  622.  ?.  Dallas,  Nknmendyfc 
26  (Harvey.  Uod).  7:24.  Second  Period — None. 
Third  Period— 3.  SL  Louis.  Turoeon  13  (Hun, 
Murphy).  U20.  Goates — Dallas.  Bellour.  St. 
Lous,  McLennan.  A— 20267 


Dallas  38  15 

Detroit  34  17 

5l  Louis  35  22 

Chicago  24  27 

Phoenix  24  27 

Toronto  21  32 

Pacific  Division 
Colorado  33  16 


T PtsGF  GA 
9 85  186  123 

13  81  191  146 

8 78  196  156 

II  59  ISI  150 

II  59  169  178 

8 50  145  178 


Detroit  0 1 0—1 

Loo  Angeles  1 1 0—2 

First  Perwd— 1 . Los  Angeles.  Blake  16  (Fisei). 
1633.  Second  Period— 2.  Los  Angeles.  Bt*e  17 
(Norstram.  Tsyplakovj.  5:14  (pp).  3.  Detroit. 
Yzerman  15  (Feteov.  Larionov).  12:15.  Thud 
Period— None.  Goalies — Detroit.  Osgood.  Los 
Angeles.  FaeL  A— 15.718 


Los  Angeles 

Edmonton 

San  Jose 

Calgary 

Anaheim 

Vancouver 


16  82  194  158 

11  67  176  161 

10  56  160  181 

7 55  152  164 

12  50  164  189 

9 49  [45  186 

10  48  177  223 


Trashed  Nagano  rooms 
‘blown  out  of  all  proportion’ 


PHOENIX  (AP)  — The 
Houston  Rockets  beat  the  Phoenix 
Suns,  but  probably  lost  Hakeem 
Olajuwon  for  their  next  game. 

Olajuwon  had  20  points  and  13 
rebounds  before  getting  ejected 
for  exchanging  punches  with 
Antonio  McDyess  as  the  Rockets 
defeated  die  Suns  1 0S-89  Saturday 
nighL 

Olajuwon  likely  will  be  sus- 
pended for  tonight's  game  at  Utah. 

“It  was  unfortunate  but  that's 
pan  of  the  game,”  Olajuwon  said. 
“The  rule  is  automatic  suspension 
for  fighting  but  we  will  see  what 
the  league  says.” 

“Without  the  big  guy  in  Utah,  it 
will  hurt.  It’s  a shame  too.  because 
the  game  was  already  decided 
when  it  happened,”  said  Matt 
Bullard,  who  matched  his  season 
high  with  20  points. 

With  Houston  leading  105-87 
with  2:08  remaining,  Olajuwon 
and  McDyess  got  tangled  up  under 
the  Phoenix  basket.  After  some 
jawing  back  and  forth,  McDyess 
threw  a punch,  Olajuwon  retaliat- 
ed and  both  were  ejected. 

Houston's  Mario  Elie  left  the 
bench  3nd  also  may  be  suspended. 

The  melee  ended  with  Rockets 
forward  Charles  Barkley  playfully 
pitting  Suns  coach  Danny  Ainge 
in  a headlock  at  halfcourt. 

“We’re  going  to  miss  Hakeem," 
Barkley  said.  “It  was  stupid. 

McDyess  needs  to  realize  that  he 
is  in  a 24-point  blowout  If  it  was 
me,  I’d  rather  save  that  money.  I 
grabbed  Ainge  because  he  was  the 
only  guy  out  there  on  the  court 
that  I knew  couldn't  hurt  any- 
body." 

Olajuwon  had  16  points  and 
eight  rebounds  in  the  first  half  as 
the  Rockets  took  a 55-51  lead. 
Drexler  had  14  points  in  the  half 
and  finished  the  game  with  21. 

Kevin  Johnson  had  19  points 
and  10  assists  for  Phoenix. 

Jazz  HO,  Bucks  92 

Karl  Malone  scored  40  points  as 
visiting  Utah  beat  undermanned 
Milwaukee  for  their  sixth  straight 
victory. 
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FEELING  THE  HEAT  - Miami’s  Alonzo  Mourning  scores  two 
as  Dallas’s  AC  Green  looks  on.  The  Heat  won  94-S8.  . (Ream) 


Malone  scored  more  than  30 
points  for  the  third  straight  game 
and  Utah  won  for  the  14th  time  in 
16  games.  Adam  Keefe  added  16 
points  for  the  Jazz,  who  completed 
a five-game  road  trip  without  a 
loss. 

Ray  Allen  led  the  Bucks  with  27 
points. 

Heat  94,  Mavericks  88 
Tim  Hardaway  scored  27  points 
and  Alonzo  Mourning  had  21 
points  and  16  rebounds  as  Miami 
extended  its  road  winning  streak 
toil. 


EASTERN  CONFERENCE 

Atlantic  Division 


Nevfok 
Ifcw  Jersey 


Central  Division 


WASHINGTON  (AP)  — In  a forceful  postgame 
tirade,  US  Olympic  hockey  coach  Ron  Wilson  said 
Saturday  the  vandalism  caused  by  some  of  his  play- 
ers in  Nagano  is  getting  “blown  out  of  proportion 
big  time"  and  that  the  culprits  will  probably  never 
own  up  to  it. 

“We  may  as  well  bring  in  Kenneth  Starr  on  this," 
said  Wilson,  referring  to  the  Whitewater-Monica 
Lewinsky  prosecutor. 

So  far,  no  player  has  accepted  responsibility  for 
the  damage  done  to  three  Olympic  Village  rooms 
following  the  US  team's  unexpected  early  elimina- 
tion in  Nagano.  The  NHL  came  up  empty  when  it 
interviewed  all  23  players  on  the  team,  and  the  US 
Olympic  Committee  threatened  last  week  to  punish 
all  the.  players  by  suspending  them  from  future 
Olympics  and  not  inviting  them  to  the  White  House 
with  the  rest  of  the  US  Olympians  next  month. 


“Putting  a bunch  of  threats  together,  I think  that 
solidifies  a team  or  prevents  anybody  from  coining 
forward.  I’d  like  to  see  the  one  or  two  people  who 
are  involved  to  come  forward,  but  I’d  just  be  spec- 
ulating as  to  who  they  are.  I wasn’t  there,"  said 
Wilson. 

“A  lot  of  people  are  jumping  on  a bandwagon 
without  really  knowing  exactly  what  happened  or 
what  went  on.  “One  day  you  read  it’s  $1 .000  worth 
of  damage,  and  the  same  newspaper  two  days  later 
it's  $3,000  worth  of  damage,”  said  Wilson,  his 
voice  rising.  “Then  it's  three  fire  extinguishers, 
then  it's  one  fire  extinguisher.  Then  it’s  10  chairs, 
it's  six  chairs.  What  is  it?  So  let’s  add  them  all  up 
and  make  it  even  bigger  than  it  was. ...  Wilson  said 
that  two  chairs  were  broken  in  his  room,  but  it  was 
because  they  collapsed  under  the  weight  of  the  peo- 
ple sitting  on  them. 


Mtatnl  22  27  24  21—94 

Dallas  ID  23  16  39—88 

MIAMI  (94)  Asking  0-1  0-0  0.  Brown  7.13  4-4 
IB.  Moumkig  8-14  5-9  21,  Hardaway  9-17  B-IO 
27.  Lanard  5-13  Mi  1 . Majerta  3-7  2-211,  Barry 

0- 1  OO  0.  M. Strickland  1-4  0-02,  Murdock  2-4  tf- 
O 4. Canon  0-2 M0. Totals 35-76  19-2594. 

DALLAS  (68)  Cebalaa  7-18  3-3  17.  Green 
8-11  04)  16.  RB ay  1-3  0-0  2.  Finley  6-21  5-7  24. 
Reeves  1-6  0-0  3.  Anstsy  5-11  2-2 12,  Davis  3-6 

1- 1  a Muursepp  1-21-23,  E.Str(d(Jand  1-4  0-0  3. 
Tbtas  35-01  12-15  88. ' 

Folded  out— None.  Rebounds — Miami  55 
(Mourning  16),  Dates  41  Mnstey  12).  Aeshrta  ■ 
M«nl  15  (Hardaway  41.  Dallas  21  (Finley  8). 
Technicals— Mian*  iiegai  defense.  A— 18507. 


Green  1-2  0-0  2.  Totals  35-7822-24  92. 

Fouled  out— Johnson.  Rebounds — Utah  39 
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(Malone  8).  M3wajkea  44  (Aten 
Utah  IB  (Stockton  7).  MUwaukea  21  (Aten  in. 
Technicals— Malone.  Milwaukee  assistant  coach 
Woodson.  MDwaiftee  coach  Fort.  Mtwaukse  Hia- 
ga  defense  a Flagrant  feufe-HoneyeutL  a- 


Houston  10  S S 28 — 108 
Phoenix  24  27  22  16—  89 

„ (100)  BuUard  B-9  0-0  20.Wtes  4- 

BP-qB.Otafrnwn  B-194-620.  Maloney  2-6 m e 


Utah  24  26  24  36—110 

MHwaufcM  16  27  27  22—92 

„UWH  DIO)  Keefe  5-7  6-7  16.  Malone  11-19 
18-19  4a  Foster  2-7  04)  4.  Hamacek  1-86-6  8, 

Stockton  3-5 1-1  5.  Eisfey  4-4  M 11.  Carr  1-20- 

1_  2.  .Rusar*  3-6  2-2  9.  Anderson  3-6  4-6  10. 
vaurtm  0-12-2  2.  Marts  1-1  OO  a.  Totals  33-66 

42-47  UO. 

MILWAUKEE  02)  Curry  8*13  00 12,  GMam 
*12  • M 12,  Johnson  40  2-2  IQ.  Aflen  7-17  13- 


]«  m 3 m 14.  Pierce  4-7  2-2 1 a,  urn 

M I -8  3.  rack  0-1  0-0  0.  Honeycutt  1-3  0-0  2. 


■WJ  15.  EJohnson  1-2  0-0  2.  Rhodes  3-51-1  7 
Ele  1-2  0-0  2.  Totals  45-eo  9-  t^TioaT  1 7' 
PHOENIX  ( ) Kidd  7-15  2-2  18.  McDwkk 

s-fv ir V. tSCSi  1 

0-0 11,  KJotasan  5-16  8-10 19.  Bryan  0-0  0-0  O 
a&h  1’*M' 4 *** 1'1  M 
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CRITICS’  CHOICE 


CLASSICAL  MUSIC 

Michael  Ajzenstadt  ■ 

Mendi  Rodan  leads  his  Israel  Symphony 
Orchestra  Rishon  Lezion  in  Debussy's  La  Mer 
1°^  Mozart's  38th  Symphony,  while  Mitsokb: 
Shirai  sings  five  Mahler  songs  tonight: and 
tomorrow  at  the  Tel  Aviv  Performing  Arts 
Center  (8:30).  ' 

FILM  ••••■•  • •. 

Adina  Hoffman  .. 

***  GOOD  WILL  HUNTING — TVU1 
Hunting  (Matt  Damon)  is  a cocky  20-year-old 
genius  from  blue-collar  South  Boston,  an 
orphan,  autodidact  and  ■ borderline  ■ juvenile 
delinquent  who  works  as  a janitor  at  MIX 
Damon  himself  famously  co-wrote  the 
Golden-GIobe-winning  script  with  his  child- 
hood pal,  Ben  Affleck,  who  also  plays  the  piv- 
otal part  of  Will’s  wise-cracking  best  friend,  a 
construction  worker.  Not  surprisingly,  the 
movie  is  at  its  liveliest  and  most  original  in. 
the  breeze-shooting  scenes  between  the.'gnys,. 
which  shine  with  an  improvisatory  Hthcness 
and  quick  intelligence.  Unfortunate ly.  the- film 
also  draws  on  a few  familiar  formulas  that 
feel  every  bit  as  canned  as  the  scenes  between 
the  buddies  are  fresh:  the  whole  quick-fix 
therapeutic  thrust  of  the,  second  half  (featur- . 
mg  Robin  Williams  as  a widower  psycholo- 
gist-who  looks  like  a sad  leprechaun)  strains 
both  credibility  and  patience.  Directed  by  the. 
talented  but  chronically  uneven  romantic  Gus 
Van  Sant,  the  movie  starts  with  fantastic 
promise  and  then  just  fizzles  out.  (Not  recom- 
mended for  children) 

**★  JOHN  GRISHAM’S  THE  RAIN- 
MAKER — As  the  title  makes  clear,  this  film 
is  A Grisham:  in  other  words;  a morality  play 
about  an  idealistic  rookie  of  a Southern  attor- 
ney (Matt  Damon  tins  time  around)7  who  bat- 


WHAT’S  ON 


MRsokp  Shirai  sings  Mahler  in  Ifel  Aviv. 


--ties  jh&  corrupt  and  almighty  powers-that-be 
(ah  evil  insurance  company)  in  his  selfless 
pursuit  of  justice  (payment  of  medical  costs  to 
the  family  of  a yonng  man  dying  of 
leukemia).  For  all  its  familiar  elements, 
though,  the  picture  sits  differently  from  earli- 
er movie  adaptations  of  the  writer’s  work.  It's 
a looser,  funnier,  and  more  realistic  affair  and 
one  that  avoids  for  the  most  part  the  usual 
Grisham-esque  descent  into  violent  out- 
landishness. After  a sluggish  introductory  sec- 
tion  in  which  director  Francis  Ford  Coppola 
seems  to  be  poking  around  for  die  right  tone, 
the  film  bits  its  stride  and  nuns  into  a comedy 
- a courtroom  farce  on  a serious  theme.  With 
smart  narration  by  the  journalist  Michael  Herr 
and  fine  performances  by 'Danny  DeVito,  Ion 
Voight,  Micky  Rourke,  Mary  Kay  Place  and 
many  others.  (Parental  guidance  strongly 
advised.) 
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In  these  'times 
| you  cannot 
. _ .AFEOKD  ’ 
to  ba'without 
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' /across 

1 Continental  wateiT  (9,5) 

:9Turu  •out^oni  Merseyside? 

• m ,f;-v;>.V.vv ; 

10  It  is  plain  that  this  oyster . 
- iean  eggl(7) . • . ■ 

■U  Ali  ilad  two  -identical 
l degrees  (4).  . ... 

12  Lavishly  on  behalfofiriend  - 
going  round  burrow  (10)  ; 

14  Many  sound'  suggestions 
for  cotton  doth (6)”  / 

.-  13r Various  agenfe  etuxn£mg  A 
square  beam$  sluggish  (8) 

17  Raised  m rank  on.  upward 
slope  USA  before  -day 
one  (6)  - 

18  Father  phoned  for  Malay 
. knife  (6) 

21  Consider  ed-  to  .he 

. three-quarters  foD  when  in 
a reflective  mood  (10)  -•  .* 


22  It’s  made  by  churning  (4) 
24  AKmitl  could havejplaced 
on  the  soldiers  (7) 

25 Relating  .to  the  sense -of 
'•  touch  of  the  current 
•;  leading  model  (7) 

26  Water  . down,  but  only 
- fractionally  in'  1 across? 

(4A3A) 

DOWN 

1 Still  coming  from  cab  Emil 


,V2  Shaky  timber  producer? 

.0,6) 

3 With  less,  she  is  cruel  (4) 

-4 Occupation  by  less  than  a 
dozen  over  the  river  (6). 

5 Love-god  hafl  sex-appeal 
last  Monday  and  greed  for 
gain  (8) 


Subscribe  today  I 
CaH  177-022-2278 


6 Put  on  new  dothes  in  a car 
perhaps  (6,4) 

7 Three  arts,  each  warmer 
than  their  predecessor? 
(5JA4) 

8 Resort?  Reprint  (6) 

13  It’s  absolutely  perpendicu- 
lar—honestly  (8,2) 

16  Hold  bade  filter  again  (8) 
l TiJuringthe  previous  month 
Lon  and  Tim  were  in 

- Rouble  (6) 

laWIffing  to  take  student  to 
an  Eastern  orchestra  (7) 
20Leave  medal  on  the  grass 
(6) 

23  Repeat  some  of  the  chores 
(4) 


SOLUTIONS 


anaannsaaQ  souq 
BaaeaDuiB 

□□□as  msaaaanma 

□ smnsaaa 
aaananaa  aaann 

□ s □ b a a 

saaanao  nanaana 

□ a a bbb 

□DSS0B3  anaaaaa 

□ □ b a as. 

an-una  saaaasng 

□ □assaaB 

astnaasBaa  anaan 

ODQQBQBB 

□□□a  aagacsaBas 


yesterday*  Quick  Solution 
ACROSS:  X Chance),  5 Horse,  8 
Timid,  9 Meaning',  10  Beatified,  12 
Sea.  IS  Danger.  14  Ocaae.  Yl  Fit,  18 
Adornment,  20  Courser,  21  Alone, 

23  HUe,  24  Awkward. 

DOWN:  l Cater,  2 Aim,  S Codeine.  4 
Limpid.  5 Hoard,  S Reinstate,  7 
Engrave,  11  Construct,  13' Deficit, 
15  Ransack,  16  Bodega,  18  Adage, 
19  Tread,  *2  Ova. 


QUICK  CROSSWORD 


1BOB  ammumun 
■ ■■■■■ 
BHBBBHBB  BBBfl 

aflBB  BBBBaBBB 

IS  SflflflBBB ■ 


. ACROSS 
. -1  Choose  (4) 

5 Prison  (slang)  (4) 

7 Burst  inwards  (7) 

8 Strong  reaction  (8) 
lOPieceofwoxfc  (4) 

- 12  Comic  sketch  (4) 
14  Cold  wind?  (8)  - 

. 16  Transverse 
measurement  (8) 

17CaskCanag)(4) 

18  Seaweed  (4) 

19  Rashness  (8) 

22  Bivalve  (7) 
/M;|m^5rfectidn.(4)  . 
&&SH4) 


DOWN 
- 1 Recreation 
ground  (4) 

2 Scottish  church 
(4) 

3 Readily  visible  (8) 

4 Hardback  (4) 

5 Tidiness  (8) 

8^rWe,,“am 

9 Suspicion  (7) 

11  Importune  (7) 

13  Ornamental  tree 
(8) 

15  Clamber  (8) 

18  Framed  (4) 

19  Hardwood  tree  (40 

20  Enthralled  (4) 

21  Pull  with  a jerit 

. (4) 


■ CHANNEL  1{11) 

&3Q  News  flash 
631  News  in  Arabic. 
6:45  Good  Morning 
IsraeJ 

■ EDUCATIONAL  TV 

(ID 

830  Miraculous 
Revival  of  Hebrew 
830  Dues  Moi  'foul 
930  Reading 
925  Society 
935  Enqfefi 

iftOO  For  the  very  yotng 
11^0  History 
11:45  Laerature 
12:15  Sciences 
I3rl5  Medicine 
wanout  Mystery 
1330  Animation 
1&00  Muscat  Rsntasies 

Ravefs  Bolero 
15ri>5  No  Secrets 


2230  ER 
23:15  Cosmos 
00:00  Muse 

■ MDDLE  EASTTV 

(24/27) 

1430  TV  Shop 
1430  Body  Electric 
15:00  Basic  Train  ng 

1530  The  TOO  Qub 
1630  Larry  King 
1730  Flying  House 
1733  Wtshtad 
17:45  McGee  and  Me 
1&10  Jack  Hanna 
1&35  WaSTBl'Vbu 
Have  Kids 
IftOO  Showbiz 
1930  World  News 
Tonighr 

2ftt»  NHL  Hockey: 
Colorado  vs  Phoenix 
2330  The  700  Club 
2330  CNN 


1 (TV  3 (33) 


■ CHANNEL  1 (11)  BroacfcasK  alter  cover- 


1530  Sope- Ben  and 
Zap  1 

1535  Rocky 'i&TOCky 
1630  fdystery  Isle 
1635  Super  Ben 
1530  Waives.  Witches 
and  Giants 
1639  A New  Evening 
1734  Zap 

1&1S  News  in  Eng&sft 

ARAfflC  PROGRAMS 
1830  Sport 
1930  News 

HEBREW  PROGRAMS 

1930  News  flash 

1931  Garfc,  Pepper 
and  Olive  03 
1933  Rmed  on  the 
Street 

2030  News 
20:45  PDpofctca 
22:10  This  Is  Vbur  Life 
-Mapam  founder 
Sh’acov  Hazan 
2330  Boston  Conmon 
2335  Famed  on  the 
Street 

2330  News 
0030  Verse  olthe  Day 

■ CHANNEL  2 (22) 

5:45  Todays  Programs 
535  On  the  Edge  ol 
the  Shell 
6:00  'foggy 
630  Rainbor*  CMdren 
6^3  This  Morning 
930  Rivka  Wchaefi 
935  Lucky  Chanes 
1030  Dynasty 
11:40  Rim  the  Gaflean 
1235  Bonnie 
1330 Bootes  Diner 
1330  Open  Carte 
1430  Home  and  Away 
1430  Tc  lac 
1530 Adams  Family 
1538  Major  Dad 
16:00  The  Boid  and 
the  Beajtful 
1730  Rve  wflh  Reshel 
1730 Third  fo 
Entertainment 
1630  Roseanne 
1832 Ttoiic:  Tire  True 
Suxy- a took  at  the 
extensive  research 
conducted  in  the  mak- 
ing of  the  most  expen- 
sive movie  in  history 
1933  Bat  Iten  - New  Vtxk 
2030  News 
2030  Hist  In 
Entertainment 
2230  On  the  Table 
with  Dan  Margalii 
2335  Documentary 
Bax 

0030  News 

00:10  Doctor  Zhwaga 

P&rt2 

135  Anything  but  Love 
230  Night  Bfoes 
337  On  the  Edged 
the  Shelf 

■ JORDAN  TV  (31) 
(unconfirmed) 

1630  Holy  Koran 
16:10  PWer  Rabbi 
1630  Conan  the 
Adventurer 
17:00  Thaiassa 
18.-00  Ricfing  High 
1630  Neigtoors 
1930  Le  Journal 
1935  Hope  and  Gloria 
2030  Perspective 
2030USBfflboad 
21r10  Burnt  Bridge 
2230  News  S3  Ten 


1630  Cartoons 
1630  Amores 
1730  Panorama 
1830  Wiseman  of  me 

Generations 

1930  News  in  Arabic 
1830  Are 'fou  Bevig 
Served? 

2030  News 
20^15  Entertainment  Now 
2130  EBzabedi  R 
2330  Great  Romances  ol 
foe  20th  CerAry 
2330  Cabaret  USA 

■ ETV2(23) 

1530  Echo  Point 
1630  Wander  Why 
1630  Science  and 
Nature 

1730  Happy  Family 
1730  Didahston 
1830ZorUbit 
18:30  Todays  Health 
1930  Miraculous 
Revival  ct  Hebrew 
1930  Vis  9 Vo 
2030  A New  Evening 
2030  A VUbmarifc  Angle 
2130  Whiechapel 
Murtiere-  Britain's 
Channel  4 documen- 
tary about  the  brutal 
ki&ng  of  ladies  of  the 
night  m Londonte  East 
End  ai  the  dose  of  the 

1 9th  century 
2230  Lite  on  the  tetetnei 
2230  News  Writing 
2330  Sharpe 

■ CHANNEL  3 

730  Good  Evening 
with  Guy  Pines  (rpt) 
730  Loue  Story  with 
Vbssi  Siyas  (rpt) 

830  Sunset  Beach 
930  One  Lite  to  Live 
9:45  The  Yxmg  and 
the  Restless  (rpl) 

1030  Days  of  Our  Lives 
11:15  Duice  Ana  (rpt) 
1230  Love  Boat 
12*5  Hart  to  Hart 
1330  John  Lamoquette 
1430  Sunset  Beach 
1430  Days  of  Our  Lives 
1535  Murphy  Brown 
1630  Duke  Ana 
16945  One  Life  to  Live 
1730 Love  Story  with 
YbEsiSiyas 
1830  Good  Everting 
with  Guy  Piles 
1830  Local  Broadcast 
1930 The  \bung  and 
the  Restless 
19s40  Beverfy  Hite 
90210 

2035  The  Other  Half — 
Purim  special  with 
Shirfi  Brenner  and  Nati 
Ravflz 

2030  Third  Rock  from 
the  Sun 
21 rIO  Frasier 
2135  Seinfeld 
2230  Vhir  Lapid  Lim  at 
10 

2230  Seinfeld  frpt) 
2330  F%dd  Lake 
23545  Stfe  StaBdngs 
0030  Hart  to  Hart 
130  Love  Bod 

■ MOVIE  CHANNEL 

W 

1130  Hush  Little  Baby 
(1903) -a  young 
woman  searches  tor 
her  biological  mother 
and  efisoovers  a vtoteni 


woman,  wan  Dane  Ladd 
1335  Tuesday 
Morning  Rice  (1995)  - 
shod  about  a day  in 
thebfeolanefctety 
Bat*  couple 
13*5  Her  Last  Chance 
(1996}-agr1  in  drug 
rehab  is  wrongly 
accused  d murder 
1530  Foflovr  (he  Fiver 
fi  995)-  period  drama 
about  a pregnant  pio- 
neer ana  her  two  sorts 
who  see  captured  by 
anlntfcantn&a  WSh 
Bfefi  Burstyn 
1&5S  Echo  (1995)  - 
thnser  about  rwns  sep- 
arated ai  tem  who 
meet  again.  One  is  a 
ruthless  IcSec 
1830  Special  program 
onZe’a/Revah&new 
Bm  Twee  BusfcSa 
18340  Two  Mothers  tor 
Zachary  (1995)  - a 
young  mrther  moves  in 
wthnargirBriand.  and 

her  mother  sues  tor 

custody  of  the  baby- 

With  Vanessa  Redgrave 
20:15  Mr.  SprBckman)5 
Boat  (1 996) -eigh: 
friends  spend  a week- 
end tooether 
2230^^^ion  to  Ihe 
R4e{ 1996) -a  rarried 
man  spends  a rogh! 
with  a strange  woman 
and  Ends  tensed  the 
target  of  Uacfcmaa. 

With  Eric  McCorrara* 


23^0  LadyChaaeriey 
(1995)  - Ken  Russefs 
werston  of  DH. 
Lawrence's  class*: 
about  toe  love  between 
a noblewoman  and  her 
gamekeeper.  Wfim  JoeJy 
Richardson  and  Sean 
Bean 

136  Search  and 
Destroy  (1996) -a 
shady  character 
decides  to  daecs  a 
movie  in  order  to  dear 
a debt  With  ChnQpher 
Waken.  John  Turaro, 
Demis  Hopper  and 
Martin  Scorsese 

■ CHLDRBf  (6) 

630  Cartoons 
8540  Adventures  to 
Videoland 
&45  NaftaTine 
830  What  For 
9:15  Honey  Bee  Hutch 
935  The  Smurfs 
10:10  Flying  Ctassroom 
10:15  Iwija  Turtles 
10&40  Flying  Cbssraam 
1035  Unxrdog  Show 
ilrfS  Flying  Ctassroom 
1130  Mgou  (rpt) 

1230  Rymg  Classroom 
1235  Arwnanacs 
12545  The  Arena  (rpt) 
13:15  Dennis  the 
Menace 

1330  Little  Bear 
13:45  Mate-Bebeve 
Closet 

1430  WBy  Fogg 
1435  The  Smurts 
1530  Flying  Ctassroom 
15:15  Nrnja  Turtles 
15^0  Flying  Ctessroom 
153SBnmo 
16:15  FMng  Ctassroom 
1635  Moesha  - new 
season 

1635  Flying  Classroom 
17:45  Lois  and  Clark 
1830  The  Arena 
1930  Larger  Than  Lite 
1930  Family  Meters 
1930  Married  with 
Children 

20rl5  The  Fresh 
Prince  ol  Bel  Air 
2ft45  Helen  and  toe  Boys 
21:15  Sweet  Vafiey  high 
2130  Beverly  HAS 
90210 

■ SECOND 
SHOWING  (6) 

2230  Jesus  of 
Nazareth  (1977) - 
Franco  Zeffire&Ts  epic 
miniseries  with  Robert 
FtoweB,  Peter  Ustinov, 
Anne  Bancroft  trod 
MchaeObrk.  Part3 
0030  Forget  Me  Not 
(1936, 68  mins.)  - 
musical  directed  by 
Alexander  Korda  aboU 
a young  gH  who  must 
choose  between  the 
oHicer  she  meets  on 
the  boat  to  New  'fork 


Garlic  pepper  ! 

and  Olive  03  - 
Rimed  on 

the  Street  News 

News 

First  in 

PopoUtica  Entertainment 


Beverly  HUTs 
90210 


The  Other 
Half 

Third  Rock 
from  the  Sun 
Frasier  j 
Seinfeld  j 


| On  the  Tabic 

I with  dan 

YairLapid 

This  is  Your 
Life 

Margaiit 

Seinfeld 

contd. 

Boston 

Common 

Ridd  Lake 

Family 
Matters 
Married  with 
Children 

Mr.  Spreck-  The  Fresh 

man's  Boat  Prince  of 
Bet  Air 
Helen  and 
the  Boys 

Sweet  VSBey 
High 

Beverly  Hills 
90210 

Exception  to  Jesus  ol 


Babe 

Business 


investigative 

Reports 

Mamanand 

Eve 


and  the  famous  tenor 
she  s engaged  to 

■ CHANNEL  8 

630  Open  University 
835  Shape  erf  the  World 
930 Transylvania  (tpt) 
935  Love  ol  Three 
Orchestras  - interview 
with  Leonard  Bernstein 
11:45  Gyorgy  Ligeti - 

on  the  Hungarian 
Jewish  composer 
1230  Two  Fa!  Ladies  - 
frud  and  vegetables 
1325  Betty's  Voyage: 
irxtia  (rptj 
1335  Shops  and 
Robbers  (rpl) 
1430lnvest%aive 
Reports  with  Blie 
Moskona-Lennan  (rpl) 
1530  Belies  Behind 
Bare  (rpl) 

16:15  Hunan/Nature 
1730 Open  University. 
When  the  Bough 
Breaks;  Fiantasiic  World 
d Films;  Sociological 

Imagination 
19:05  Two  Fat  Lades  - 
part  4:  cates  and  bailing 
1935  BenyS  Voyage  - 


830  Yes  Prime  LSraster 
830  LA  Law 
930  Santa  Barbara 
1030  The  Bold  and 
the  Beautiful 
1130  WWF  Shotgun 


2035  Babe  Businesss 

- modeling 
2130  Investigative 
Reports  with  Bilie 
Mostona-Lerman 
2130 Mamanand  Eve 

- the  attempt  ol  bur 
mothers  from  a North 
Orvario  mining  tewm  to 
redeftie  then- sexual 
identity 

2230  HumarVNalure 
23:15  Open  University 

■ NBC  EUROPE 

tiatio) 

B30  Five  Star  Adventure 
630  The  Tetel 
730  Europe  Today 
1030  European 
Money  Wheel 
13:00  irttemi^rt  (rpt) 
1430 Txne  and  Again 
1530  Flavors  of  Italy 
1530  VIP  (rpl) 

1630  The  Today  Show 
1730  Gardening  by 
the 'ford 

1730  Interiors  by  Design 
1830  Time  and  Again 
1930  Europe  8 la 
Carte  (rpt) 

1930  VIP 

20:00  Europe  Tonight 
2030  The  Ticket 
2130Datefine 
2230  NCAA 
BashetoaB:  Big  East 
Conference 

SSSSSSfshow 

0030  Conan  O'Brien 
130  The  Ticket  (rpl) 
130  NBC  Nghfly  News 
230  Tonight  Shew  (rpt) 


■ STAR  PLUS  (18/15) 

630  Hindi  program 
730  Oprah  Winfrey 


MOVIES 


1230  Hindi  program 
1230  Election  Speaai 
1430  Hindi  programs 
1730  Star  News 
18:00  Fawtty  Towers 
1830  Heartbeat 
19:30  Newstrack 
2030  The  Bold  and 
the  Beautiful 
2030  Star  News 
2130Newhan 
2130  The  X-Files 
22:30  Fire 
2330  Vegas 
0030  Oprah  Winfrey 
13021  Jump  Street 

■ BBC  WORLD 
(13T14) 

News  on  the  hour 
630  Correspondent 
730  Hard  Talc  (rpl) 
830  The  world  Today 
930  A Goiter's  Holiday 
1030  Correspondent 
1130  Hard  Tak  (rpt) 
1230  Top  Gear  (rpt) 
1330  The  World  TOday 
1430  Wild  World:  The 
Atlantic  Ocean 
1530  Newsdesk  & 
Business  Report 
1530  The  World  Today 
1630  Film  -98  (rpt) 
1730  Hard  Tak 
1630 Stylet 
1930  Earth  Report 
Saving  the  Sea  (rpt) 
2030 The  Wbrto  Today 
2130  Hard  Tak  (rpt) 
2230  Window  on 
Europe  (rpt) 

2330 The  Travel  Show 
0035  Europe  Direct 
130  World  News  and 
Business  Report 
2:05  USA  Direct 

■ CNN  ' 

INTERNATIONAL  (12) 

News  through  the  day 
630 This  Vifeek  in  the 
NBA 

735 CNN  This  Momtog 
730  Best  of  insight 
830  CNN  This  Morning 
830  Managing  with 
Lou  Dobbs 
930  CNN  This  Morning 
930  World  Sport 
1030  Showbiz  This 
Week 

1130  Impact 
12:30  World  Sport 
1330  American 
Edition 

13:45  World  Report 
As  They  See  It 
14:30  Pinnacle  Europe 
15:15  News  & 

Business  Asia 
1630  CNN  Newsroom 
17:30  World  Sport 
1830  The  Art  Club 
1930  impact 
20*5  American 
EcBtion 


2130  World  Business 

Today 

2230  Q&A 

2330  News  Europe 

23:30  Insight 

0030  world  Business 

Today 

0030  World  Sport 
130  World  View 

■ CHANNEL  5 

6:30  Bocfies  in  Motion 
1630  Bodies  in  Motion 
1630  League  Soccer 
17:15  IHB3A  Basketball 
-New Mark  vs. 


1850  Sports  Special 
tor  Homeless  Children 
2SM0  F1LA  Basketball 
Live  - Efitzur  Ramie  vs 
EfitzurHoton 
22:15  English  League 
Soccer  Roundup 
2330  Five  In  The  Air 

■ EUROSPORT 
(15/16) 

930  Sailing:  Whfibread 
Round  the  WOrid  Race 
1030  Alpine  Skona- 
Men's  Championship 
from  Norway 
11 30  Cross-Country 
Sknng 

1230  Alpine  Sking- 
Womenb 

Championship  from 
France 

1330  Nordic  Skiing 
1430  Snowboard 
14:30  Freestyle  Skiing 
— front  Switzerland 
1530  Freestyle  SKing 
—from  Sweden,  Sve 
1630  Tennis  - 
Scottsdale  Tournament 
Final 

1830  Ski  Jumping 
1930 Athletics - 
Sydney  International 

Meeting.  ^ . 

2030  Tennis  - 
Mercedes  .Tournament, 
Live 

0030  Eurogoals 
130  Boxing 

■ STAR  SPORTS 
(16H5) 

6:30  NBA  Basketball  - 
Phoenix  vs  Houston 
830  Sports  Magazine 
9:30  Cricket -Test 
Match  IromS.  Africa 
1230  Sport  in  Action 
1330  Cricket  - Test 
Match  from  S.  Africa 
1735  Goti 
18:00  International 
Sports 

1930  Soccer:  Gilefle 
World  Cup 
1930  Thai  Boxing 
2030  Mororsports 
2130  Indian  Sports 
2230  Golf  - Nissan 
Tournament 
2330  Asian  Sports 
00:00  Sans  Frontieres 
1:00  Aslan  Soccer 
2:00  Basketball - 
Chinese  League 


■VOICE  OP  MUSIC 

6:05  Sheriff: 
Invention  for  Ffute 
(Nicolet):  Rameau: 
Five  Dances  from 
Pieces  pour  le 
Clavecin  arr.  for  two 
guitars: 

Mendelssohn: 
Symphony  for 
Strings  no  7 
(Concerto  Koin); 
Handel:  Cantata  (or 
two  voices 
(Fisher/Bowman/Kin 
g's  Consort);  Sherilf: 
Meeting  for  Six  (Ma. 
SchitffPergamenohik 
ov/Geringas/Manze/ 
Despay) 

7:07  Beethoven:  7 
Bagatelles  op  33 

§)'Connor);  Reicha: 

uintet  lor  Clarinet 
and  Strings 
(Neidich/ArchibudeJIi 
);  Beethoven: 
Bagatelle  in  C minor 
(O'Connor) 

8:05  Ives:  Psalm  67 
(BBC  singers);  Villa- 
Lobos:  Bach  i an  a 
Brasileira  no  9 (pre- 
lude and  lugue) 
(Montreal  Musici); 
Ives:  Psalm  BO  (BBC 
singers/New  London 
Orch/Cieobury); 
Ginastera:  Concerto 
for  Strings  op  33 
(Montreal  Musici) 
9:05  Contemporary 
works  by 
Rosenberg, 

Lindberg.  Larsson 
and  others 
12:00  Light  Classical 
13:00  The 
Saxaphone  of  John 
Sorman  - works  by 
Sorman  14:06 
Encore 

15:00  The  Romantic 
Concerto 
16:00  Early  music 
17:00  Elnahta  - Bart 
Berman  and  Meir 
Weisel,  piano  four 
hands.  Fleischer; 
new  work  premiere; 
Beethoven:  Theme 
and  Variations; 
Schubert:  Fantaisie 
no  3;  Hajdu:  duo; 
Banok:  The 
Miraculous 
Mandarin 
19:00  Rainbow  ol 
Sounds 
20:05  Brrtlen: 
Concerto  for  Piano 
Lett  Hand  and 
Orchestra 
(Kate  hen/London 
SO/Britien); 
Schubert:  Symphony 
no  5 (Vienna 
PO/Boehm) 

21:00  A Maher  of 
Agreement  . 

23:00  Just  Jazz 


JERUSALEM 

CINEMATHEQUE  Walking  and 
Talking  5,  930  - High  Hopes  7 - In 
Barca  A vela  Contromano  9:30  G.G. 
GIL  Jerusalem  Mall  (Malha)  * 
6788448  Twice  BouskUa*Edga  of  the 
Horizon  4:45.  7:15,  10  • Kiss  the  Girls 
4:45,  7:15, 10  - The  Jackal  ^Tomorrow 
Never  Dies  4:30,  7:15.  10  - Amtstad 
430,  7:15, 10  • Devirs  Advocate  430, 
7:15.  10  • The  Rainmaker  4:45.  7:15, 
10  JERUSALEM  THEATER  Decon- 
structing Harry  930  - The  Island  ol 
Bird  Street  7.  9:30.  RAV  CHEN  1-7 
® 6792799  Credit  Card  Reservations 
v 6794477  Rav-Mecher  Building.  19 
Ha'oman  SL,  Tatotot  As  Good  As  It 
Gets  4:30,  7:15,  9:45  - Titanic  5.  8:45 

• Good  wm  Hunting  4:45.  7:15,  9:45  • 
Seven  Years  In  Tibet  in  Tibet  4:30, 
7:15.  9:45  • Wag  the  Dag  5,  7:30.  9:45 

• I Know  What  You  Did  Last  Summer 
5,  7:30.  9:45  - The  Full  Monty  5.  7:30, 
9:45  MEVASSERET  ZION  G.G. 
GIL  w 5700868  Twice  Bousklta  4:45. 
7:15.  9:45  -The  Rainmaker  4:45,  7:15, 
9:45  SMADAR  « 561 61 68  Ice  Storm 
2,  6. 10  • Mrs  Daltoway  4.  8 

f EL  AVIV 

GAT  «6967688  Titanic  1:30,  5:15,  9 
G.G.  HOD  1-4  *r  5226226  Hod 
Passage.  101  Dizangoff  St.  Devil's 
Advocate  430,  7:15,  10  • Amfstad 
4:30,  7:15.  10  • The  Rainmaker  4:45, 
7:15,  10  LEV  *5288288  Good  Will 
Hunting  11  a.m„  1:45, 4:15,  7, 10  * lea 
Storm  12:15  a.m..  2:45,  5:15,  7:30. 10 

• Mr.  Baum  10  • Career  Girls  2,  5:15  • 
Mrs.  Daltoway  12:15,  5,  S,  10  • Ulee's 
Gold  230.  7:45  - The  Fifth  Element  12 
noon  LEV  AVIV  Credit  Card 
Reservations  *6416841  ice  Storm  n 
£LnL,  2. 5.  730. 10  • Brassed  Oh  230. 
5:15,  7:30,  9:45  ■ Ma  Vie  en  Rose  11 
a-m.,  2:30.  5:45,  745,  10  • Mrs 
Daltoway  11:30  am,,  230,  530,  7:30. 
9:45  * Fever  Pitch  11:15  a.m.,  2;45, 5. 
7:30.  10  • Microcosmos  11:15  a.m.  * 
My  Best  Friend’s  Wedding  a • Empire 
of  the  Senses  9:45  G.G.  PErER 
W5442141  A mis  tad  430,  7:15,  10  • 
Kiss  the  Gfn&wLlve  Flesh  5.  730, 10 
- The  Rainmaker  4:45. 7:15. 10  - Edge 
ol  the  Horizon  5.  7:30,  10  RAV- 
CHEN  v 5282288  Dizangoff  Center 
As  Good  As  It  Gets  2, 4:30,  7:15,  9:45 

• Wag  the  Dog  2:30,  5,  7:30,  8:45  • A 
LHe  Less  Ordinary  2:30.  5,  7:30.  9:45 

• I Know  What  You  Did  Last  Summer 
2:30. 5. 7:30, 9:45  • Wings  0 1 the  Dove 
230,  5,  730,  9:45  • Game  Over  2:30, 
5.730,  9:45  RAV-OR  1-5  » £102674 
Opera  House  Shall  We  DancemThe 
Full  Monty  5,  7:30,  9:45  • Alula 
Express  “Seven  Years  in  Tibet  5, 
730,  9:45  • Titanic  1M5,  5:30,  9:15 
GLG.  TEL  AVIV  » 5281161  65 
Plnaker  Si.  The  Jackal  4:46,  7:i5, 10  * 
Twice  BouskJta  <oEdge  or  the  Horizon 
5,  7:30.  10  TEL  AVIV  MUSEUM 
Love  and  Death  on  Long  island  5,  8, 


10 

HAIFA 

CINEMA  CAFE  AMAMI  » 8325755 
Fever  Pitch  9:15  • Brassed  Off  7:15. 
9:15  • Ice  Storm  7:15  CINEMATH- 
EQUE Funeral  Rites  930  ORI 
*8500056  The  Jackal^ Event  Horizon 
«>Twlce  Bouskila  4:45.  7:1 5,  10  • 
Devil’s  Advocate  4:45,  7:15,  10  - 
Amistad  4:30,  7:15,  10  • Kiss  the 
Girls  4:45,  7:15,  10  • The  Rainmaker 
4:45.  7:15,  10  PANORAMA 

*8382020  Twice  Bouskila  430.  7, 
930  • Deconstructing  Harry  4:30.  7. 
9:30  - Amistad  4:15,  6:45.  9:30  RAV- 
CHEN  V8500055  Wag  the  Dog  4:45, 
7;i5,  9:30  - My  Best  Friend's  Wedding 
4:45.  7:15,  9:30  - As  Good  As  It  Gets 
4,  6:45,  0:30  • I Know  What  You  Did 
Last  Summer  4:45,  7:1 5,  9:30  - A Life 
Less  Ordinary  4:45.  7,  9:30  RAV- 
GAT  1-2  » 8674311  Titanic  4:45, 
8:30  - Face/Off  4:15,  7,  9:30  RAV- 
MOR  1-7  V 6416898  As  Good  As  ft 
Gets  4,  6:45,  9:30  - Seven  Years  In 
Tibet  4:i5,  6:45.  9:30  • I Know  What 
You  Did  Last  Summer  5.  7:15,  9:30  • 
Titanic  4:45, 8:30  • Good  Will  Hunting 
4:30.  7.  930  - The  Full  Monty  5.  7:1 5. 
9:30  • wag  the  Dog  5,  7:15,  9:30  RAV- 
OR  1-3  w 8246553  The  Full  Monty  5, 
7:15,  9:30  • Shall  We  Dance  4:30.  7. 
9:30  • Good  Will  Hunting  4:30.  7.  9:30 
AFULA 

RAV  CHEN  Titanic  10  4:45. 8:30  • As 
Good  As  It  Gets  B:45,  0:30  ■ Twice 
Bouskila  7:1  S.  9:30 
ARAD 

STAR  <*9950904  Twice  Bouskila 
7:30,  10  * Live  Flesh  7:30,  10  • The 
Rainmaker  7:15, 10 
ASHDOD 

G.G.  GIL  * 8647202  The  Jackal  4:45. 
7:15,  to  * Twice  Bouskila^Event 
Horizon  5,  7:30,  10  - The  Rainmaker 
4:45. 7:15. 10  • Amistad  4:30, 7:15, 10 
ORI  Live  FlasbcKlss  the  Girls  5, 
7:30. 10  • Devil's  Advocate  4:45, 7:15, 
10  RAV  CHEN  *8661120  Titanic 
4:45, 8:30  • I Know  What  You  Did  Last 
Summer  5,  7:30,  9:45  • Who  of  the 
Dog  5,  7:30, 9:45  * (food  Will  Hunting 
4:45.  7:15.  9:45  • As  Good  As  It  Gels 
430,  7: 15,  9:45  -The  Full  Monty  730. 
9:45  • Home  Alone  3 5 
ASHKELON 

G.G.  GIL  v 6729977  Kiss  the  Girls  5, 
730,  10  - Kiss  the  Girls  5.  730.  10  • 
The  Rainmaker  4:45.  7:15.  io  • 
Amistad  4:30.  7:15,  10  RAV  CHEN 
*671 1221  I Know  What  You  Did  Last 
$ummem  The  Full  Monty  5.  730. 
9:45  • Titanic  4:45, 830  * AS  Good  As 


• Titanic  4:45,  8:30  » as  Good  As  It 
Gats  4:30, 7:15. 9:45  -Twice  Bouskila 
5.  7:30,  9:45  • Wag  the  Dog  5,  7:30. 
9:45  * I Know  What  You  Did  Last 
Summer  5.  7:30,  9:45  * Amistad  7, 


9:45 

BEERSHEBA 

G.G.  GIL  *6440771  Kiss  the 
GIrls«Ltve  Flesh  5.  7:30.  10  • Devil’s 
Advocate  4:30  7:15,  10  • The  Jackal 
4:45,  7:15,  10  G.G.  ORI  *6103111 
Twice  Bouskila  5,  7:30.  10  • Amistad 
4:30.  7:15.  10  - The  Rainmaker  4:45. 
7:15.  10  - Event  Horizon  5,  7:30.  10 
RAV-NEGEV  1-4  *6235278  Thanic 
4:45.  6:30  • Wag  the  Dog  5.  730.  9:45 

• As  Good  As  It  Gets  4:30.  7:15,  9:45 
- Seven  Years  in  Tibet  4-.45,  7-.1S,  9:45 
EILAT 

GIL  =6340182  Event  Horlzon«Twlce 
Bouskila  5.  7:30.  to  • Amistad  4:30, 
7:15.  10 
HADERA 

LEV  *6343555  Titanic  5.  830  • As 
Good  As  It  Gets  5,  7:15.  10  • Twice 
Bouskila  5.  7:30,  TO  - The  Full  Monty 
5.  7:30.  10. 

HerzLiya 

COLONY  =8002666  The  Full 
Monty«Shall  We  Dance  6,  8.  ID 
DANIEL  * 9544044  Deconstructing 
Harry  8.  10  STAR  * 958906B  Twice 
Bouskila  5:30,  7:45,  10  • Amistad  7, 
9:45  • Home  Alone  3 5 -Titanic  5: 15. 

9 GIL  * 7408591  Twice  Bouskila  5. 
7:30.  10  • As  Good  As  ft  Gets  4:30, 
7:15,  10  • Amistad  7:15,  10  • Home 
Atone  3 5 * Titanic  5.  8:45 
KARMIEL 

CINEMA  *98B2521  Titanic  4:45. 
8:30  • As  Good  As  It  Gets  7,  9:30  • 
The  Jackal  7.  9:30 
KFAR  SAVA 

G.G.  GIL  *7677370  Twice  Bouskila 
5,  7:30. 10  • Event  Horizon  5,  730, 10 

• Amtstad  4:30,  7:15,  10  • Titanic  5. 
8:45  • As  Good  As  It  Gets  4:30,  7:15, 

10  • Wag  the  Dog  5.  7:30,  10  • The 
Full  Monty  4:45.  10 

KIRYAT  BIALlk 

G.G.  GIL  Twice  Bouskila  5:30,  7, 
9:30  • Event  Horlzon«The  Full  Monty 
7.  9:30  • Amistad  6:45,  9:30  • Titanic 
5:30, 9 -The  Rainmaker  7, 9:30  • Kiss 
the  Girls  7,  930  - Devil's  Advocate  7, 
9:30  - The  Jackal  7.  9:30 
KIRYAT  SHMONA 
G.G.  GIL  *6905080  Twice  Bouskila 
430,  7,  930  - AS  Good  As  tt  Gets 
9:30  • The  Jackal  4:30,  7 -Titanic  5, 
UPPER  NAZARETH 
GIL  =6561332  KISS  the  GlrlS»The 
Rainmaker  4:30,  7.  9:30  • Twice 
BOUSkila  4:30,  7,  9:30  • Amistad  4:15, 
7,  9:45  *The  Full  Monty  4:30,  7,  9:30  • 
Titanic  5,  6:45  • As  Good  As  II  Gets 
4:15,  7,  9:45. 
ne£s  ZIONA 

G.G.  GIL  1-4  * 9404729  Twice 
Bouskila  5.  730,  10  • Amistad  4:30, 
7;i5. 10  ‘The  Full  Monty  5. 7:30, 10 
NETANYA 

G.G.  GIL  1-5  * 8628452  TWIce 
Bouskila»Event  Horizon  5.  7.-30. 10  • 
Devil’s  Advocate  4:30.  7:15.  10  > 


Amistad  4:30.  7:15,  10  RAV  CHEN  * 
8618570  Thanic  4:45,  8:30  * Wtig  the 
Dog  5.  730,  9:45  - Good  Will  Hunting 
4:45,  7:15,  9:45  - As  Good  As  It  Gets 
4:30.  7:15,  9:45  RAV  CHEN  * 
626275B  Titanic  4:45,  3:30  - As  Good 
As  It  Gets  6:45.  9:30  • The  Full  Monty 
7:15.  9:30 
OR  YEHUDA 

G.G.  GIL  1-4  * 5333292  The 
Rainmaker  4:45.  7:15,  10  • Twice 
Bouskila  5,  730.  10  • Amistad  4:30. 
7:15.  10  ■ Kiss  the  Girls  5.  7:30. 10 
PETAHTIKVA 

G.G.  HECHAL  * 9317374  Titanic  5. 
8:45  • Wag  the  Dog  5,  7:30. 10  - Seven 
Years  in  Tibet  4:45,  7:15,  10  SIRKIN 
* 90879B9  Good  Wilt  Huming«The 
Rainmaker  - Twice  Bousklla°°Event 
Horizon  5.  7:30,  10  • As  Good  As  it 
GetSM-Amistad  4:30.  7:15.  10  • As 
Good  As  It  Gets  4:45.  7:30.  10:15  ■ 
Good  Will  Hunting  4:45.  7:30,  10:15  - 
Titanic  5.  9 - Wag  the  Dog  7:30.  10:15 
RAMAT  GAN 

RAV-GAN  1-4  * 6197121  Good  Will 
Hunting  4:45,  7:15.  9:45  • The  Full 
Monty  5.  7:30.  9:45  -Titanic  5.  8:45  • 
A Life  Less  Ordinary  4:30,  6:45  RAV 
OASIS  Twice  Bouskila  5.  7:30.  9:45  • 
Wag  the  Dog  5,  730,  9:45  ■ Event 
Horizon  5,  7:30,  9:45 
RAMAT  HASHARON 
KOKHAV  * 5491979  Deconstructing 
Harry  6,  8, 10 
REHOVOt 

CHEN  * 9362864  Deconstructing 
Harry  7:30,  fl:45  ■ Shall  Wi 

Dance-t-Uve  Flesh  7:15.  9:45  - Love 
and  Death  on  Long  Island  7:30.  9:45 
RAV  MOR  * 9493595  The  Full 
Monty  5.  7:30,  9:45  • Wag  the  Dog  5, 
7:30,  9:45  - Titanic  4:45.  8:30  - Twice 
Bouskila  5,  7:30.  9:45  • Amistad  4,  7. 
9:45  • AS  Good  As  it  Gets  430.  7:15. 
9:45 

RISHON  LEZION 
GIL  1-3  **  9500785  Event  Horizon 
«Twice  Bouskila  5,  7:30,  10  - 
Amistad  4:30,  7:15,  10  HAZAHAV 
Event  Horizon  5,  7:3a  10  ■ Twice 
Bouskila  5.  7:30, 10  • Wag  the  Dog  5. 
7:30, 10  ■ Money  Talks  • Amistad  4:30, 
7:15.  10  • Good  Will  Hunting  4:45, 
7:15,  10  RAV  CHEN  * 9870504 
Titanic  4:45,  8:30  - As  Good  As  it 
Gets  4:30.  7:15.  9:45  ■ Good  Will 
Hunting  4:45,  7:15,  9:45  • Wag  the 
Dog  S,  7:30,  9:45  STAR  w 9619985 
As  Good  As  ft  Gets  5,  7:30.  10-1 
Know  What  You  Did  Last  Summer 
7:30.  10  • Home  Alone  3 5 - Titanic  5. 

9 SHOHAM 

STAR  * 9793834  The  Jackal  10  - 
Home  Alone  3 7:30  • Live  Flesh  7:20. 

10  «The  Rainmaker  7:15, 10 
YEHUD 

RAV  CHEN  *5367910  Good  Will 
Hunting  4:45, 7:15, 9:45  - Titanic  4:45. 
8:30  • AS  Good  As  It  Gets  4:30,  7:15. 
0:45  - Wag  the  Dog  5,  7:30.  9:45 
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Joe  Hoffman  & On  Lewis 


Ra’anana 


Maccabi  by 
22  points 


By  EU  GROWER 


In  an  evening  replete  with 
upsets  in  the  National 
Basketball  League,  none  was 
more  shocking  than  Maccabi 
Ra'anana 's  95-73  thrashing  of 
Maccabi  Tel  A\  iv. 

It  wasn't  just  that  Ra'anana 
won:  it  was  how  it  won.  Despite 
a slow  start  and  poor  three-point 
shooting  throughout  (2  for  15), 
the  Ra'ananans  humiliated  the 
league  champions,  just  four  days 
before  Tel  Aviv’s  biggest  game 
of  the  >ear  - the  EuroLeague 
final- 16  rubber  game  at 
Team  system  Bologna. 

Tomer  Steinhauer  was  unstop- 
- pable.  Last  year's  league  MVP 
played  an  extremely  smart  game, 
mixing  it  up  both  in  the  paint  and 
outside.  Steinhauer's  27  points. 
] 1 rebounds  and  five  assist  per- 
formance was  unquestionably 
his  best  game  Of  the  season,  and 
perhaps  of  his  career. 

Ra'anana  used  the  same  recipe 
for  success  that  it  has  all  yean 
teamwork  and  ball  control.  Arik 
Shibak's  club  had  a phenomenal 
23-3  assist  to  turnover  ratio. 

The  game's  turning  point  came 
tow  ards  the  beginning  of  the  sec- 
ond half.  With  Ra'anana  up  62- 
57.  the  defending  champions  pro- 
ceeded to  blow  two  consecutive 
fast  break  opportunities. 
Meanwhile.  Mark  Brisker  (20 
points)  converted  five  total 
points  on  the  other  end.  pushing 
Ra'anana  to  a double-digit  lead. 

At  that  point,  it  seemed  that 
Maccabi  lost  interest.  It  was  actu- 
ally painful  to  watch  good  play- 
ers. who  are  in  the  midst  of  such  a 
well-played  series  in  the 
EuroLeague.  look  so  bad. 

The  Tef  Avivians  not  only  lost  the 
game,  they  embarrassed  them- 
selves. .and  displayed  the  team's 
worst  tendencies:’  Randy  White 
fouled  out  with  nine  minutes 
remaining  in  the  game;  Oded 
Katash  refused  to  play  with  any 
semblance  of  responsibility  - lead- 
ins  to  a dreadful,  2 for  15  perfor- 
mance: and  poor  decisions  by  the 
ball-distributors  (Katash  and  Doron 
Sheffert.  Proof  positive:  Rashard 
Griffith  and  Borko  Radovich  shot  a 
combined  86  percent  (!)  from  the 
field,  yet  together,  they  didn’t  get  as 
many  shots  as  Katash. 

Griffith  paced  Maccabi  with 
21  points. 

Other  scores  last  night:  Hap. 
Holna  91.  Givat  Shmuel  87; 
Kiryut  Motzkin  90,  Galii 
EEyon  88;  Mac.  Netanya  94, 
Ramat  Gan  85;  Hap.  Eilat  98, 
Hap.  Jerusalem  91;  Risbon 
Lezion  90,  Bnei  Hcrzliya  79. 


Sprite  Basketball  League 

F W L Pu. 

florabi  W **i»  19  15  4 14 

Hxraiii  Ra'awta  19  M J 13 

Hapod  Eflai  19  13  6 12 

R2poel  Jerusalem  19  12  7 31 

Gaii!  Etyon  19  H 8 30 

Haicabi  Ridion  19  >i  ! 30 

Bnei  HenJiva  19  9 10  28 

Irani  Banuu  Gan  19  7 12  28 

KiryaiHmkiD  19  7 12  26 

Gtva  Shmad  19  6 13  ZS 

Hnpod  (Won  19  5 14  24 

ttaaabi  Nfonya  19  4 15  23 
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Newcastle  reach  FA  Cup 

West  Ham, 

Arsenal 
draw  1-1 


LONDON  (Reuters)  - West  Ham 
defender  Ian  Pearce  scored  and  then 
conceded  a penalty  at  Arsenal  yes- 
terday as  a lively  all-London 
English  FA  Cup  quarter-final  ended 
in  a 1-1  draw  and  scuffles  after  the 
final  whistle. 

The  burly  Pearce  gave  the  east 
Londoners  a 1 2th  minute  lead  on  a 
cold  and  blustery  afternoon  at 
Highbury,  meeting  a comer  with  a 
left-footed  shot  just  inside  the  penal- 
ty area  that  flew  past  Austrian  goal- 
keeper Alex  Manninger. 

But  14  minutes  later  he  sent 
Martin  Keown  sprawling  in  the  box 
with  some  sloppy  defending. 

Dutch  World  Cup  striker  Dennis 
Bergkamp  made  no  mistake  from 
the  penalty  spot,  shooting  confident- 
ly to  the  left  of  French  'keeper 
Bernard  Lama. 

After  the  final  whistle.  Arsenal’s 
French  midfielder  Patrick  Vieira  was 
involved  in  a clash  with  West  Ham’s 
midfielder  John  Moncur  although 
referee  Mike  Reed  and  Arsenal  man- 
ager Arsene  Wenger  saw  nothing. 

Video  replays  showed  Viera 
apparendy  trying  to  stamp  on 
Moncur  as  the  whistle  went  and 
Moncur  then  heading  the 
Frenchman's  chest.  The  Arsenal 
man  tried  to  land  a blow  and  scuf- 
fling broke  out  as  others  intervened. 

A West  Ham  win  largely  looked 
remote  although  they  could  have 
been  2-0  up  after  23  minutes  when 
Australian  Stan  Lazaridis  found 
Eyai  Beikovic  in  die  area  but  the 
well-placed  Israeli  stumbled. 

The  two  Premier  League  teams 
will  now  replay  at  Upton  Park  on 
March  17  with  the  winners  due  to 
face  first  division  Wolverhampton  m 


UP,  UP  AND  AWAY  - Aston  Villa  goalkeeper  Mark  Bosnic  rises 
match  with  Chelsea  yesterday.  Villa  won  1-0. 


the  semifinals  oa  April  5. 

Newcastle  3,  Barnsley  1 
In  the  other  FA  Cup  quaterfmal 
yesterday,  Newcastle  United  out- 
battled  Barnsley  to  reach  the  last 
four  for  the  first  time  in  24  years 
when  they  beat  Barnsley  3-1  at  St 
James’s  Park. 


It  was,  in  feet,  something  of  an  occa- 
sion for  firsts  with  Newcastle's  opening 
two  goals  coming  from  Gary  Speed, 
his  first  for  the  club,  and  Temuri 
Ketsbaia,  his  first  in  the  competition. 

Ketsbaia,  making  his  first  start 
since  mid-December,  was  playing 
only  because  of  the  bead  injury  suf- 


high  above  his  defence  to  clears  the  ball  daring  the  Premiership 

(Rouen) 

While  TV  replays  later  hinted  at  off- 
side, there  no  such  doubts  concerning 
Newcastle’s  second  10  duiuaes  later. 

Lee  was  again  die  provider,  find- 
ing Andreas  Andersson  in  space  arid  - 
although  the  Swede's  powerful  shot 
was  blocked.  Speed  was  on  hand  to 
convert  the  rebound. 


fered  by  Keith  Gillespie  on  Unhed’s 
recent  ill-fated  jaunt  to  Dublin. 

There  was,  however;  little  sign  of 
ring-rust  in  the  16th  minute,  when 
die  Georgian  international  pounced 
on  Robert  Lee’s  square  pass  and 
poked  the  ball  between  die  legs  of 
David  Watson. 


. Barnsley  had  offered  stem  resis- 
tance - a total  of  nine  players  were 
booked -but  hdle  direct  tfaeai  in  die 
first  45  minutes,  a feature  which .was 
to  change  with  the  second-half  intro- 
duction of  Martin  Bollock. 

After  57  minutes;  he  sped  down 
the  left  flank  and  centred  to  Andy 
Liddell  who  side -footed  home -from 
10  yards  out.  - 

Having  fought  their  way  back,  the 
cause  of  the  visitors  was  promptly 
undone  when  Adrian  Moses  was  <fis- 
missed  for  a second . bookable 
offence,  both  awarded  for  fools  on 
Alan  Shearer. 

Newcastle  wrapped  up  the  scaring 
with  their  third  goal  in  the  90th 
minute  when  David  Bally  fired  die 
ball  home  from  the  left  tend  comer 
of  the  penalty  area. 

United  wffl  face  either  Coventry  or 
Sheffield  United  in  the  semifinals. 

Aston  VBla  1,  Chelsea  0 

In  the  only  Premier  League  game 
yesterday,  relegation -threatened 
Aston  Villa  scored  a 1-0  win  attide- 
ebasing  Chelsea. 

. Julian  Joachim  stored  the  only 
goal  after  51  minutes  at  Stamford 
Bridge,  as  Chelsea  produced  few 
chances  to  worry  Villa’s  Australian 
goalkeeper.  Mark  Bosmch. 

-The  result  eased  Villa’s  relegation 
worries  and  moved  John  Gregory's 
team  up  one  place  to  13th. 

It  also  meant  that  Chelsea  failed  to 
move  up  to  third  place  from  fifth  in 
the  Premier  League. 

Scotland 

A last  minute  own  goal  by  Dundee 
United’s  Erik  Pedersen  handed 
Celtic  a 3-2  win  and  a'place  m the 
semifinal  of  die  Scottish  Cup.  Celtic, 
aiming  for  a domestic  treble  after 
winning  the  League  Cup  md  leading 
the -Premier  Division,  trailed  2-1. 

Division  one  Falkirk  and  Premier 
Division  Hearts  also  made  it  to  the 
. last  four  by  winning  Saturday  while 
Rangers  face  divirion  one  Dundee 
today.  Diviskn  one  Falkirk  upset 
Premier  Division  St.  Johnstone  3-0 
while  Hearts  oympowised  first  divi- 
sion Ayr  4:1. 


North  Carolina  beats  Duke  in 
regular-season  finale 


GREENSBORO,  N.C.  (AP)  — 
The  latest  in  a long  line  of  cham- 
pionships for  No.  4 North 
Carolina  was  all  about  revenge 
and  resiliency. 

The  Tar  Heels  (30-3)  won  their 
15th  Atlantic  Coast  Conference 
tournament  yesterday  by  beating 
No.  1 Duke  83-68,  capping  a 
three-day  run  in  which  they 
defeated  all  three  teams  they  lost 
to  during  the  regular  season. 

North  Carolina  advanced  to  the 
finis  with  an  83-73  overtime  win 
against  No.  21  Maryland  73;  and 
Duke  edged  Clemson  66-  64. 

An  lawn  Jamison,  playing  with  a 
painful  groin  injury,  was  the  hero 
as  he  has  been  all  season  for  bis 
team,  scoring  22  points  and  grab- 
bing a season-high  1 8 rebounds. 
Michigan  76,  Purdue  67 

The  3- pointers  weren’t  falling,  so 
the  ’Tractor*’  dominated  inside. 
And  Michigan  made  history. 

Robert  Traylor  bulled  his  300- 
pound  body  over,  past  and  through 
defenders  for  24  points,  13 
rebounds  and  MVP  honors  as  No. 
17  Michigan  won  the  inaugural 
Big  Ten  tournament  by  beating 
No.  9 Purdue  76-67  yesterday. 

The  No.  17  Wolverines 
advanced  to  the  finals  with  an  85- 
69  win  over  Minnesota  while  No. 
9 Purdue  whipped  No.  1 8 Illinois 
6S-47. 

No.  7 Kentucky  86 
No.  15  South  Carolina  56 

No.  7 Kentucky  won  the 
Southeastern  Conference  tourna- 
ment for  the  sixth  time  in  seven 
years  yesterday,  rolling  to  an  86- 
56  victory  over  No.  15  South 
Carolina,  the  Wildcats’  third 
straight  double-figure  victory. 


Kentucky  advanced  to  the  semi- 
finals with  a 99-74  win  over 
Arkansas  on  Saturday,  and  South 
Carolina  stopped  No.  10 
Mississippi  87-77 
.Tournament  MVP  Wayne 
Turner  scored  1 8 points  and  Allen 
Edwards,  who  missed  the  semifi- 
nal while  attending  his  mother's 
funeral,  returned  to  add  15  as 
Kentucky  (29-4)  added  another 
SEC  championship  to  its  already 
boumifiil  collection. 

No.  Kansas  91,  Nebraska  59 
Raef  LaFrentz  hit  another  career 
milestone  as  No.  3 Kansas  scored 
32  of  the  game's  first  40  points  en 
route  to  a 91-59  home  rout  of 
Nebraska  in  the  semifinals  of  the 
Big  12  tournament 
The  two-time  Big  12  player  of 
the  year,  bothered  all  week  by  a 
sore  shoulder,  scored  19  points 
and  became  the  second  player  in 
Kansas  history  — and  the  85th  in 
the  history  of  the  National 
Collegiate  Athletic  Association  — 
with  more  than  2,000  points  and 
1 ,000  rebounds. 

No.  2 Arizona  91 
No.  19  UCLA  87 
Michael  Dickerson  scored  30 
points  — two  off  his  career  high  — 
as  No.  2 visiting  Arizona  avoided 
its  second  straight  upset  loss. 

With  University  of  California  at 
Los  Angeles  ahead  85-84,  AJ. 
Bramlen  put  back  Mike  Bibby’s 
miss  to  give  Arizona  its  first  lead 
of  the  game  at  1:38.  Kris  Johnson 
scored  inside  for  what  turned  out 
to  be  UCLA's  final  basket  and  last 
lead  at  87-86. 

Miles  Simon,  who  scored  five 
points  in  a 91-90  overtime  loss  to 
Southern  California  on  Thuisday. 


added  20  points  for  the  Wildcats. 

No.  6 Connecticut  69 
No.  22  Syracuse  64 
Visiting  Connecticut’s  bench 
and  defense  brought  it  a third  Big 
East  tournament  championship. 

The  top-seeded  Huskies,  who 
won  the  regular-season  by  two 
games,  struggled  offensively  for 
the  third  straight  game  but  still 
came  away  with  a victory  over 
second-seeded  Syracuse. 

No.  14  Cincinnati  71 
N.C.  Charlotte  57 
Kenyon  Martin  had  five  points 
and  a block  in  a decisive  second- 
half  run  that  carried  host 
Cincinnati  to  the  Conference  USA 
tournament  championship. 

Cincinnati  (26-5)  won  its  sixth 
conference  tournament  title  in 
seven  years  by  exploiting  its  home 
court  advantage  and  its  depth 
against  UNC  Charlotte  (19-10). 
UNLV  56,  No.  20 
New  Mexico  51 
Tyrone  Nesby  hit  a short  jumper 
to  put  die  University  of  Nevada  at 
Las  Vegas  ahead,  then  clinched  it 
with  two  free  throws  with  9.9  sec- 
onds left  as  the  host  Ru/min'  Rebels 
beat  New  Mexico  win  the  Western 
Athletic  Conference  tournament. 

Before  a frenzied  home  crowd, 
UNLV  (20-12)  scored  the  last  nine 
points  of  the  game  to  cap  an 
improbable  run  and  gain  an  auto- 
matic bid  to  the  NCAA  tourna- 
ment for  the  first  time  since  1991. 
No.  U Stanford  85 
Oregon  SL  77 

Arthur  Lee  had  27  points  and  10 
assists  as  host  Stanford  defeated 
injury -depleted  Oregon  State. 

Kris  Weems  and  Mark  Madsen 
added  1 6 points  each  for  Stanford. 


De  Villiers  destroys  Pakistan  with  6-23 


PORT  ELIZABETH  (Reuters)  - 
Devastating  fast  bowling  from 
South  Africa’s  Fanie  de  Villiers,  a 
day  after  announcing  hie  retirement 
from  first-class  cricket,  and  Allan 
Donald  destroyed  Pakistan  in  the 
third  and  final  Test  yesterday. 

De  Villiers  captured  six  for  23 
and  Donald  took  four  for  47  as 
Pakistan  were  routed  for  106  - 187 
behind  on  first  innings  - on  the 
third  day  at  St  George’s  Park. 

South  Africa  were  94  for  two  in 
their  second  innings  at  the  close  - 
an  overall  lead  of  281  with  eight 
wickets  and  two  days  remaining. 

Despite  die  loss  of  the  entire  sec- 
ond day  due  to  rain,  the  home  side 
are  now  firm  favorites  to  square  the 
series. 

South  Africa  added  31  to  their 
overnight  262  for  seven  at  the  start 
of  the  day,  with  Mark  Boucher  pro- 
gressing from  27  to  52,  his  third 
naif-century  in  successive  Tests 
against  Pakistan. 

Waqar  Younis  and  Wasim  Akram 
shared  the  last  three  wickets  for  a 
combined  haul  of  nine,  but  South 
Africa's  two  pacemen  went  one 
better  and  shared  an  10  in  a dismal 
Pakistan  batting  effort  that  lasted 
just  40.5  overs. 


De  Villiers  finished  with  his 
career-best  return  after  Donald  had 
destroyed  the  top  order  with  four 
wickets  in  (he  morning  session  to 
reduce  (he  touring  side  to  39  for 
four  at  lunch. 

In  overcast  conditions,  De 
Villiers  employed  his  trademark 
outswinger  with  deadly  effect  to 
provide  wicketkeeper  Boucher 
with  three  straightforward  catches. 

Donald,  too,  gave  the  ‘keeper 
three  catches,  allowing  Boucher  to 
equal  the  South  African  record  of 
six  catches  in  an  innings  set  by 
Dennis  Lindsay  against  Australia  in 
Johannesburg  in  1967. 

South  Africa  lost  openers  Adam 
Bacher  (11)  and  Gary  Kirsten  (44) 
before  the  close  but  Jacques  Kallis 
(32  not  out)  sustained  the  home 
side's  domination. 

India- Australia 

Opener  Navjot  Sidhu  hammered 
an  unbeaten  55  as  India  wiped  off 
their  first  innings  deficit  on  the 
third  day  of  the  opening  Test 
against  Australia  in  Madras  yester- 
day. 

Sidhu ’s  nine-four  thrash  lifted 
India  to  100  for  one  at  the  close,  29 
ahead. 

Wicketkeeper  Ian  Healy  bad 


boosted  Australia’s  total  to  328  - 
71  on  - with  90. 

Sidhu  answered  Shane  Wame’s 
sledging  by  hitting  the  leg-spinner 
for  five  boundaries  and  a six  over 
long-off  in  three  successive  overs 
that  cost  32  runs. 

Sidhu  and  Rahul  Dravid’s  57-run 
second  wicket  partnership  put  India 
back  into  the  game  after  a long  day 
of  toil  for  their  bowlers. 

Healy  was  involved  in  a record 
ninth  wicket  partnership  of  96  with 
debutant  off-spinner  Gavin 
Robertson. 

The  stand,  the  highest  in  India- 
Australia  Tests,  ended  when  a tired 
Healy  mi  sc  ued  a sweep  off  left-arm 
spinner  Venkatapathy  Raju  to 
Saurav  Ganguly  at  fine  leg. 

The  previous  best  ninth  wicket 
score  was  87  by  LW.  Johnson  and 
WJ>  Crawford  at  Madras  in  1956- 
57. 

Robertson's  innings,  which 
included  seven  boundaries,  ended 
at  57  when  he  edged  sea  me  r 
Javagal  Srinadi  to  Mongja  behind 
(be  stumps. 

Anil  Rumble  took  four  for  103 
and  Raju  three  for  54. 

Scores:  India  257  and  100-L 

Australia  328. 


THE  GOOD  SHEPHERD  - R_, 
Holy  land  Hotel  yesterday.  Sarah 


White  shows  how  to  protect  his  flock  op  a trip  to  the 
iite  is  at  right*  (Shamo  Genhoni) 


GREEN  BAY 

Continued  from  Page  1 


T wasn't  a problem  teenager,” 
he  says,  “but  T was  so  big  early  on 
tint  I found  people  were  afraid  of 
me.  Nobody  had  die  guts  to  tell  me 
what  to  do." 

But  then  he  rediscovered  his 
faith.  Some  ministers,  he  notes,  wfll 
pressure  a Christian  to  become 
reborn  to  reap  the  benefits  after- 
wards, but  White's  approach  is  die 
opposite.  “First  we  are  there  to 
help,  listen,  advise.  Only  after  the 
healing  process  has  begun,  do  we 
show  the  way  to  let  Jesus  back  in 
their  life.” 

He  is  quick  to  point  out  that  he  is 
not  a missionary.  “We  deal  with 
people  who  have  been  raised  as 
Christians,  but  somewhere  along 
the  line  lost  their  way." 

But  most  of  the  brave  souls  who 
accompanied  him,  his  wife  Sandra, 
and  two  children,  were  not  in  need 
of  being  returned  to  the  fold.  They 
were  well-heeled  residents  of 
Wisconsin,  predominantly  from  fix: 
Green  Bay  and  Milwaukee  areas, 
who  had  come  to  see  Israel  for  the 
first  time. 

“It’s  an  awesome  place."  said 
Glen  Morrison  of.  Wisconsin 


Rapids.  “My  view  oflsrael  before- 1 
came  was  that  it.  was  a rocky, 
desert-like  place.  I am  amazed  at 
the  lushness  of  some  of  the  terrain." 

Others  were  impressed  by  how 
such  a smaU  country  could  be 
claimed  as  a holy  spot  by  three 
faiths. 

They  were  umfismayed  by  the 
recent  war  threats  which  gnpped- 
the  region.  “Wfe  were  determined  to 
make  this  trip  now,”  White  said 
with  the  same  single-mindedness 
that  has  led  him  to  become  fee 
NFL's  all-time  sack  leader. 

His  interest  as  a minister  devel- 
oped gradually  through  his  two 
years  in  the  USFL  and  seven  more 
with  the  Philadelphia  Eagles.  It  has 
increased-  as  he  -•  inevitably 
approaches  the  end  of  his  pro 
career.  At  36,  he  finds  it  more  and 
more  difficult  to  keep  taking  toe 
lumps  dished  out  every  Sunday. 

tlsr  good  old  days,  before 
offensive  lineman  could  use  their 
hands,  we  [toe  defense]  had  it  easi- 
er: But  critics  began  to  wail  that 
games  which  were  not  high-scaring 
affair*  were  ‘ugly.’  When  the  offen- 
sive line  was  permitted  to  start 
holding  and  hugging  to  liven  np  the 
scoring,  life  got  more  difficult  for 


us. 


When  be  win  finally  hang  up  his 
cleats  is  still  a well-kept  secret. 


“Maybe  after. the  next  injury,”  he 
intimates.  He  points  to  the  myriad 
marks  and  scars  ou  his  body,  a ver- 
itable road  map  of  injiry,  pain,  and 
recovery.  “I’ve  come  back  from 
injury  quickly.  I can  only  attribute  it 
to  God’s  win  that  I keep  playing." 

He  likens  his  ministry  to  his 
career.  “Just  as  I'm  learning  my 
trade  as  a minister;  I’m  still  learning 
how  to  be  a better  lineman.  When 
I'm through.  then  I can  lot*  back 
on  what  I’ve  done,  but  right  now, 
the  only  real  accomplishment  is  to 
stay  fit  for  toe  next  game." 

Wife  says 'that  long-time  49ers 
star  Joe  Montana  was  the  best  quar- 
terback he  ever  faced  (“smart  and 
tough”)  and  that  Barry  Sanders  of 
the  Detroit  Lions  is  the  best  runner 
(“fag  can  accelerate  on  a cut  and 
embarrass  a defender  if  not  outright 
injure  someone  with  one  of  his 
feints.”)  .. 

Does  White  have  any  weakness- 
es? “I  hope  not  on  toe  playing 
field,"  he  smiles. . But  he  do«! 
admits  to  being  afraid  of  heights. 
“When  our  tour  group  got  to  toe  top 
of  Masada,  I took  one  look  and  had 
to  go  back  down  cm.  the  cable  cat* 

His  mild acrophobia  mayaccoimt 
for  his  own  earthiness,  but  it  could 
.pi®  as  well  be  a metaphor  for  his 
craft  - flattening  runners  to  faring 
them  down  to  earth  as  welL 
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